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INVASION or HENRY I. 


Acceſſion of Henry the fourth—Its effect on Ireland. 
— Duke of Lancaſter chief governcr.—Inroads of 
the Scots. — Meaſures for oppoſing them —Weakneſs © 
of Engliſh government. Devices of the duke of Lan- 
caſter.— Their effefts.— Inconveniencies and relaxa- 
tion of the ſtatutes of Kitkenny.—Inſtance of affected 

ſovereignty over the old natives. —T heir real power. 
Black Rent.— Ireland neglected by Henry the fifth — 


Furni val chief governor.— His ſucceſſes.— His admi- 
niſtration odious.— Peace. Its effetts on the ſubjełis. 
Mortifying ſituation of ſubjetts of the Engliſb race. 
Their provocations.— Tbe chancellor refuſes to affix 
the ſeal to a petition of parliament. —Departure of 
Furnival —Earl of Ormond an acceptable governor. 
T be petition renewed and tranſmitted — Facliaus and 
Vox. ll. A diſſentions,— 


Deſperate flate of the Engliſh government —Lord 
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diſſentions.— Turbulence of the c ergy.— Situation and 
diſpſitions of the 7rifh enemy. No general confed:- 
racy formed againſt the Enghſh.— Diſorders of Jre- 
land encreaſed by the acceſſion of Henry the fixth.— 
| Proceedings of an Iriſh parliament. —Bifſhop cf 
Meath, deputy to the earl of Marche.—Vielently op 
peſed —Scandelous accuſation againſt bim. —Succeed- 
ed by the carl of Ormond. —Irifſh enemy reduced. 
Palbelic repreſentations to England of the weakneſs 
of Iriſh government — Complaints of the Iriſh ſub- 
jefts.—Remarkable indulgences granted to the earl of 
Deſmond. —Ormond ſupplanted —FHis magnanimety. 
— Addreſs to the king to remove bim. Earl of 
Shrewſbury chief governor. —His adminiſtration. — 
Proſecution of Ormond.—Origin of the attachment 
of the houſe of Butler to the Lancaſtrian princes. 


[ HE acceflion of Henry the fourth to the 
7, throne of England laid the firſt foundation 


of thoſe bloody conteſts between the factions of 
York and Lancaſter, which were ſeverely felt in 
Irela::d ; and for many years raiſed an inſuperable 
obſtacle to the reformation and ſettlement of this 
diſtracted country. A ſerious attention to the ſtate 
of Ireland, and a vigorous proſecution of its ne- 
ceſſary ſervice, required a reign of ſecurity and 
tranquility in England, as well as a temperate and 


_ Cifcerning monarch. A ſueceſſion effected by in- 


trigue and violence, was naturally ſollowed by a 
reign of anxiety and commotion; and confined 
Henry to the meaſures neceſſary for his defence, 
that he might maintain and tranſmit the dignity he 
had acquired. Among the fair profeſnons of a 
king, who was peculiarly obliged to affect refor- 
mation and vigilance of government, the affairs 
of Ireland were, however, declared to be a parti- 
cular object of his attention. 

A $uBsIDy for three years was granted by the 
Engliſh parliament for the ſervice of this part of 


i. N IV. 


his dominions: an ordinance was iſſued for revivin 

and enforcing the ſtatute againſt Iriſh abſentees : - 
the archbiſhops of Armagh and Dublin, who were Rymer. 
deputed by an Iriſh parliament to repair to the 
king, and to lay before him the ſtate and grievances 

of the country, were graciouſly received; and Henry's 
Tecond fon, Thomas duke of Lancaſter, was ap- 
pointed vicegerent, and ſent into Ireland to give 
weight and dignity to the government by his per- 

ſonal adminiſtration, but not before it had been for 
ſome time entruſted to Stanley and Scroop, two 
Engliſh knights, in whoſe government the public 
diſorders were found to be encreaſed, and the in- 
teſtine commotions of the country aggravated by 
invaſions of the Scots. They had declared war 
againſt Henry ſoon after his acceſſion. The vici- 

nity of the northern Iriſh province, the weak and 
declining ftate of the Engliſh intereſt through this 
whole diſtrict, and the favour and ſupport which 

they received from the native Iriſh, tempted them 

to ſeveral deſcents, by which they gained ſome ſet- > Tur. 
tlements in Ulſter, and aſſiſted the Iriſh enemy to ak 
over-run this province. Donald of the Ifles, as he 

is called, and his brother John, were principal lea- C. 
ders in theſe petty invaſions ; the citizens of Dub- 
lin fitted out ſome ſhips againſt the enemy, but 
their fleet had the misfortune to receive a total de- 
feat. The pacification of Leinſter and Meath, and 
the repreſſing the inſurgents of Munſter, proved 
e e ſutzeient for al the efiorts of the 3 8 
nor; ſo that the king was obliged to aſſign him a 
deputy for the province of Ulſter, Sir Gilbert Hal- 

fall, who had full powers to treat with the Scots 

and northern Iriſh. Thomas de Burgo was alſo ap- 
pointed to exerciſe the like powers in Connaught. 

Tu arrival of the duke of Lancaſter in . D. 
though accompanied with no conſiderable force, 1402. 
promiſed more auſpicious events. Complaints of 
the oppreſſions of former governors were receiv- 

ed 
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HISTORY OF IRELAND. B. III. 
ed with ſufficient grace, and the ſubjects aſſured of 


effectual redreſs. For this purpoſe commiſſioners 


were appointed to hold inquiſitions in ſeveral coun- 
ties, to aſcertain the names, number, and damages, 
of thoſe who had been ſpoiled by arbitrary exacti- 
ons, and the perſons from whom they had ſuſtained 
ſuch injuries. The hopes of redreſs, quieted and 
united the ſubjects, a circmftance of no conſider- 


able effect in repreſſing the local diſorders to which 


the Engliſh diſtricts of greateſt conſequence were 
expoſed. The marauding ſepts af Wicklow, were 
ſeverely chaſtiſed by the arms of the magiſtracy of 
Dublin. The degenerate Engliſh in Argial, who 
taking advantage of the abſence of ſeveral powerful 
ſubjets ſummoned to parliament, had committed 
the moſt alarming violences, were repreſſed, ſeized, 
condemned to die, and their lands declared forfeit- 
ed to the king. Yet it was deemed prudent to par- 

don, and to allow them their poſſeſſions during their 
lives, as government was too weak, and the num- 
bers of ſuch offenders; as well as their influence, 


too conſiderable for a rigorous execution of the 


law. Several of the Iriſh chieftains of Leinſter 
renewed thoſe ſubmiſſions to the duke, which they 
had formerly made to king Richard; and it was 
deemed a matter of ſome moment, that O'Reily, 
the head of a great northern ſept, ſuhmitted, and 
did homage, covenanting that the ſervices he had 
paid to the earl of Ulſter, ſhould now be faithfully 
ſecured to the king, during the minority of Morti- 
mer earl of Marche. Even ſuch petty incidents 
ſerved to give credit to the Engliſh government; 
and as Leinſter ſeemed to be at peace, a parliament 
was ſummoned at Caſtledermot, particularly for 
conſidering of the moſt effectual means to repel the 
inſurgents of Ulſter, and to drive out the Scottiſn 
invaders. The ſubjects of the county of Dublin 
granted a ſubſidy for this ſervice, which, on the re- 
turn of the duke of Lancaſter, vas proſecuted with 

greater 
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greater zeal than power, during the adminiftration 
of the earl of Ormond. The citizens of Dublin 
and of Drogheda, collected their ſeveral troops, and 
even carried the marauding war to the coaſts of 
Scotland, where they revenged the incurſions of 
the enemy by their depredations. Their hoſtilities 
were extended to Wales, from whence they return- 
ed in triumph, and with all the importance of vic- 
tory, depoſited in the cathedral of Dublin, a ſhrine 
of Cubin, a famous Welſh ſaint, which had become 
part of their ſpoil. But amidſt all this external pa- " 
rade and ſucceſs, Art Mac-Murchad lay like a can- 
ker in the very heart of the Leinſter territory. He 
exulted in the honour of having foiled a royal ar- 
my : he deſpiſed the impotent attempts of Henry's 
deputies, and had diſcernment to confider that the 
title and dignity of his ſon, unſupported by a com- 
petent military force, was not ſufficient to ſubdue 
him. He ſcorned to take part in the ſubmiſſions L. 
made by inferior chieftains to the duke of Lancaſ- 7. 
ter; and now, ſeducing ſeveral of theſe from their 
promiſed allegiance, appeared at their head, and 
bad defiance to Scroop, the king's deputy. A par- 
lia ment was convened at Dublin, and thence ad- 
Journed to Trim, to concert meaſures for reſtrain- 
ing this inſurgent. The deputy was enabled, with 
the zealous concurrence of Ormond, Deſmond, and 
ſome other lords of the Engliſh race, and the aſ- 
ſiſtance of the ſubjects of Meath, to march againſt 
, him. After a deſperate and well-diſputed battle, 
0 he was defeated, but not reduced. The victors 
were ſuddenly called off to other inſurgents; and 
all their vigour and bravery could but acquire ſome 
temporary advantages, with little damage to the 
enemy, and no permanent ſecurity to the ſubjects. 
The grievances naturally arifing from ſuch expedi- 
tions, ke a exactions torn from thoſe who 
were to ended, the ſtill encreafing degeneracy 
of the old Engliſh, who ſought impunity for their 
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crimes, or relicf from their oppreſſions, in the quar- 
ters of the enemy, produced a revival of the ſta- 


tutes of Kilkenny, and other laws made to reſtrain 


the public grievances and corruptions. 

Bur the power of the great lords was ſtill ſupe- 
rior to the laws, who not only deſpiſed, but openly 
reſiſted the authority of government; and when 
diſobliged by the leaſt neglect, or tempted by any 
proſpect of advantage, continued to aſſume the port 
of independent chieftains. The earl of Kildare had 
incurred the diſpleaſure of the crown by ſome tranſ- 
actions which impeached his allegiance, at the time 
when the duke of Lancafter returned to his go- 
vernment. This prince, now more acquainted with 
the ſituation of affairs in Ireland, took care to arm 
himſelf with powers more extenſive than he had 
formerly obtained. He ftipulated, among other 
particulars, that men and money ſhould be provid- 
ed for his uſe; that the act againſt abſentees ſhould 
be ſtrictly enforced ; and 2 the Engliſh 
plantation yet further, that one or two families 
ſhould be tranſported to Ireland at the king's 
charges, from every pariſh in England; that the 


royal demeſnes in Ireland ſhould be reſumed trom 


thoſe to whom they had been precipitately granted, 
or who had fraudulently uſurped them; and that 
beſides the pay of his forces, an annual penſion of 


one thouſand marks ſhould be ſecured to himſelf 
for ſeven years, that the ſupport of his govern- 


ment might not entirely depend on the precarious 
iſſues of the Iriſh revenue. But notwithſtanding 
theſe proviſions, his adminiſtration was undiſtin- 
guiſhed by any conſiderable ſervices or important 

ions. The refractory earl of Kildare was in- 
deed ſeized and impriſoned, and obliged to purchaſe 
his liberty by a dutiful ſubmiſſion, and a fine of three 
hundred marks. But when the prince came to con- 
tend with the Iriſh inſurgents of Leinſter, he was 
vigorouſly oppoſed. Even under the very _— 


TTT 


Dublin his life was brought into the moſt imminent 
danger ; he was wounded, and his forces repelled: 
and notwithſtanding all his magnificent preparations 
for retrieving this diſgrace, he ſoon after returned 
to England, leaving the public defence to his de- 
puty, Butler, the prior of St. John of Jeruſalem. 
Tnus were the Engliſh in effect abandoned to 
their own reſources — 
not be maintained without the impoſition of coyne 
and livery, an impoſition too afflicting and oppreſ- 
ſive to be ſupported. The odious practice was de- 
clared to be high - treaſon, by an act of parliament 
which could not he executed: and it was continued 
in defiance of law, by the power of great lords, and 


the neceſſity of the times. The ſtatutes of Kilken- 


ny, ſpecious and promiſing as they ſeemed, were 


calculated for a people able and determined to diſ- 
poſſeſs the enemy, and gradually to transform the 


whole country into an Engliſh ſtate. But as the 


Iriſh, in deſpite of tranſient, occaſional, and inade- 


quatè attempts to ſubdue them, gradually advanc- 
ed in power, and enlarged their borders; the exe- 
cution of theſe ſtatutes proved ſometimes imprac- 
ticable, frequently inconvenient and pernicious. 


The ſubjects were prohibited from making war or 


peace with the Iriſh, without permiſſion of govern- 


ment: but now, by the encreafing power of the 


Iriſh, and their perpetual inroads on the Engliſh A. D. 
borderers, ſudden emergencies, and critical occaſfi-1410. 


ons, demonſtrated the inconvenience of this prohi- 
bition, and obliged the government to grant Hcen- 


ces to particular perſons, to enter into treaties with Rot. T 
the enemy, and to ſtop the progreſs of their ravages Berm. 


by ſuch accommodations as might occaſionally 
prove neceſſary or expedient. The ſubjects were 
alſo prohibited from holding any commerce or tra- 
fic with the Iriſh enemy. But now their moſt flou- 
riſhing ſettlements and richeſt towns were ſo totally 
environed by the old natives, that they could trade 
Vor. II. | B with 


expedients. Forces could 
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i 
*. with none other, and were reduced by ſuch legal 
i reſtraints to the danger of being utterly impove- 
| riſhed. Particular cities were obliged to ſue for 
patents, whereby they were allowcd to admit the 
Iriſh to their markets, as the only means to pre- 
: vent their total ruin. Particular denizations of the 
_ old natives multiplied ; and. this unhappy race, 
amid all their uncivilized pride, and mutual con- 
tention, with all their violence and animoſity, their 
precipitate and deſtructive inſurrections, were yet 
found ſo neceſſary ſor the culture and population of 
the land, that the Engliſh government would not 
permit thoſe to migrate whom they refuſed to in- 
corporate into the body of ſubjects, and of whoſe 
MSS. outrages they lived in perpetual terror. By an act 
Col. Dub. Of the Iriſh parliament, in the eleventh year of 
85 Henry the fourth, it was ordained that no Iriſh 
enemy ſhould be permitted to depart from the realm 
without ſpecial licence under the great ſeal of Ire- 
land; and that the perſon and goods of an Iriſh- 
man, attempting to tranſport himſelf without ſuch 
licence, might be ſeized by any ſubject, who was 
to receive one moiety of the goods for ſuch ſervice, 
the other to be forfeited to the king. 
Bur notwithſtanding this affected ſuperiority, 
the power of the ancient natives was every day 
extending and encreaſing, when a reign of turbu- 
lence in England, and the reſtleſs factions of Eng- 
liſh lords in Ireland, deprived the government of 
its neceſſary ſupport. The active prior of Kil- 
mainham was obliged to march againſt the diſturb- 
ers of public peace, at the head of ſuch Iriſh forces 
as pretended to be well affected to his ſervice; and 
[ in the moment of trial found himſelf ſuddenly 
ol | abandoned, and expoſed to imminent danger. 
LEE Cox What could not be effected by military operations, 
KU was on various occaſions attempted by treaties and 
ſtipulations; and here the ſuperior power of the 
enemy dictated the terms. The borderers were by 
223 
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Ch. 1. ME NM T1 vv 
degrees driven to ſecure themſelves againſt the in- 
roads of the neighbouring Iriſh by bribes and pen- 
fions. It doth not appear at what preciſe time 
this diſhonourable conceſſion was firſt made; but 
from the public records it ſhould ſeem, that the 
commencement of it was not much later than 
the preſent period. An annual ftipend, afterwards 
well known by the name of Black-Rent was paid 
to the powerful Iriſh chicftains, to purchaſe their 
protection, whoſe pride was thus fully gratified 
with what they deemed a recognition of their an- 
cient ſovereignty. G 
FRou the turbulence and diſtractions of the 
reign of Henry the fourth, England, on the aceſſi- 
on of his fon, aſſumed a rew appearance, and 
brightened with expectations of glory and conqueſt. 
His genius prompted the new monarch, and the 
_ circumſtances of France encouraged him to an inva- 
ſion of this country. Ireland was totally diſre- 
garded amidſt the dazzling objects of his ambition; 
nor were its intereſts ever mentioned but in the 
formal petitions which ſtill continued to be receiv- 
ed from Iriſh agents without regard, or at leaſt 
without effect, in every parliament convened in Cotton, 
England. Sir John Stanly, who had. adminiſtered 
the government of Ireland in the preceding reigns, 
without credit or ſucceſs, was again appointed to 
this office, to the utter diſſatisfaction of thoſe he 
was to govern; whoſe apprehenfions were ſoon A. P. 
confirmed by the rapaciouſneſs and oppreſſion of *+'3* 
1 their governor. The petty advantages gained over 
the enemy, were purchaſed by the odious exactions 
pf coyn and livery, impoſed without remorte; and . T, 
- <xtortedfromthe ſubject with an hardened violence SD 
3 during the ſhort period of his government, which 
commenced in October, and ended with his life in 
the enſuing month of January. 
Taz election of the Iriſh council, appointed Cox. 
Crawly, archbiſhop * Dublin, his ſucceſſor, a = 
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late of piety and knowledge, but neither by his 


temper nor profeſſion, fitted to govern a people diſ- 
contented by their ſufferings, or to repel an enemy 
violent and irritated. The repreſentatives of a 
provoked and harraſſed people, convened at Dub- 
lin, refuſed to grant ſupplies. The enemy was in 
arms, and their progreſs formidable. The realm 
ſeemed ready to fink under the complicated oppreſ- 
ſion of war and faction, when Sir John Talbot, 


lord Furnival, a man diſtinguiſhed by militzry abi- 


lities, landed near Dublin, and aſſumed the reins 
of government. Unattended by any army, he was 
obliged to rely on the forces raiſed in Ireland; and 


unprovided with any reſources for their ſupport, he 
pleaded neceſſity for recurring to the oppreſſive and 


arbitrary impoſitions uſed by his predeceſſors. He 
contrived, however, by a fair appearance of valour 
and activity, to ſtrike terror into ſeveral Iriſh chiet- 


tains, who had proved the moſt pertinacious diſ- 
turbers of the Engliſn territories. He marched in 


a circular progreſs round all the diftrifts moſt ex- 
poſed to incurſion; and by preſſing cloſe upon the 
Iriſh in their retreats, terrified many into ſubmiſſion. 
Even Art Mac-Murchad, the proud and turbulent 
chieftain of Leinſter, was obliged to renew his 
homage, and to give his fon as an hoſtage for his 
peaceable demeanour. Other leaders of note, in 
the Weſt, and in the North, followed this example. 
They were ſworn to keep the peace, but in every 
other particular ſtill retained their diſtinction and 
independency. The Engliſh pale was not enlarged 
but for the preſent it was defended; and fo conſi- 


derable was ſuch fervice deemed, that the lords and 


commons tranſmitted to the king, now engaged in 
France, an honourable teſtimony of the good con- 
duct of his deputy. Such a complimentary addreſs, 
however, ſeems to have been procured by his own 
influence, and the management of his partizans; 
for the ſubjects in general were by no means _ 
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fed with his government, whatever advantage 


might have been derived from it. His impoſitions Rot. Tur. 
for the ſupport of the ſoldiery, rendered him ob- Berri. 


noxious to the ſevereſt judgment of the law: and 
in other inſtances he ſeems to have trodden in the 
eps of too many of his predeceſſors, and to have 
governed with partiality, injuſtice, and oppreſſion. 
At a diſtance from the ſupreme ſeat of power, and 
with the advantage of being able to make ſuch re- 
preſentations of the ſtate of Ireland as they pleaſ- 


cd, the Engliſh vicegerents acted with the leſs re- 


ſerve. They were generally tempted to undertake 

the conduct of a diſordered ſtate, for the ſake of 
private emolument; and their object was purſued 
without delicacy or integrity, ſometimes with inhu- 
man violence; ſuch at leaſt were the complaints of 
theſe times. As the Engliſh pale now enjoyed a 


tolerable degree of quiet, its inhabitants were morc 


at leiſure to reflect upon the injuries and —_— 
they had endured, and more earneſt to ſeek redrets. 
The Engliſh ſubje&s, who had ſettled and propa- 


_ gated in this kingdom, were by this time reduced 


to a mortifying ſituation. The old native Iriſh 
conſidered the whole race as aliens and intruders, 
thoſe at leaſt who would not conſent to adopt their 
language and manners. Their fellow ſubjects of 
England, from their fituation, from the magnified 
reports of their degeneracy and revolts, and from 
their own illiberal pride, were taught to confound 
them with the old natives, whom they conſidered as 
an inferior race. To encreaſe ſuch prejudices, the 
worſt and meaneſt of the inhabitants of Ireland 
frequently ſought relief for their wants, or refuge 
for their offences in England; and from the con- 


duct of ſuch outcaſts, a judgment was formed of Cotton. 


the whole race. In the beginning of the preſent 


reign, the Engliſh parliament had been obliged to 
take notice of the ſwarms of adventuring wanderers 
from Ireland, who, by various pretences of craſt 

B 3 and 


they governed. The old Engliſn race retained the 
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and knavery, endeavoured to gain a wretched ſub- 4 
ſiſtance in England: they enacted that all ſuch 8 
ſnould be obliged to depart, and the law was exe- 
cuted with ſuch inſolence and folly, that the moſt 
reputable of the Engliſh race were included in the 
ſcandal and diſhonour of this prohibition. Their 
ſtudents, who reſorted to England for education, 
though expreſsly exempted from the penalties of 
the ſtatute, were diſdainfully excluded from the 
inns of court: the policy was ſhamefut which 
precluded them from ſuch an intercourſe as would 
have eraſed their prejudices, and conciliated their 
affections to England; and the injuſtice flagrant, 
in denying them the opportunity of ſtudying thoſe 
laws by which they were to be governed. |\ 
Inos who were ſent from England to the go- 
vernment, or to any offices of truſt and conſequence | 
in Ireland, came with all the prepoſſeſſions of their 
countrymen ; and of conſequence were tempted to . 
exerciſe their authority with infolence, and to ty- . 
rannize with a total diſregard and ſcorn of thoſe 


{pirit of their original deſcent; and, conſcious of 

their own ſervices, as well as thoſe of their anceſtry 

in Ireland, were irritated to the utmoſt ; and when 
they could not reject the authority of government, 4 
yet formed a faction in oppoſition to the Engliſh 
miniſter, and were loud and violent in their com- 
plaints. In the fourth year of Henry the fifth, when 

the victorious monarch had returned from the bat- 

tle of Agincourt, a parliament convened at Dublin, 
thought the period favourable to their intereſts, and 
determined to lay all the grievances of the Iriſh ſub- 

jects before the throne. Their petition, engroſſed 

in due form, was preſented to the chancellor, in or- 

der to have the great ſeal of Ireland affixed, a me- 


thod of authentication uſual and indiſpenſable. But 


whether this petition was conſidered as the dictates 


of a factious oppoiition, or whether the miniſters 


ſent 
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ſent from England really dreaded the conſequences 
of a ſpirited repreſentation of their conduct, the 
Chancellor (Merbury) had the hardineſs to riſe u 
againſt the legiſlature, and abſolutely refuſed to af 
| fix the ſeal, fo that the petition could not be tranſ- 
mitted. An incident of this kind muſt have been 
the conſequence of violent animoſities, and natu- 
rally tended to inflame that ſpirit which had given 
occaſion to an act of power expreſſing both averſion 
and contempt. The old Engliſh reſerved their re- 
ſertment for a favourable occaſion; the vigilance 
of the chief governor kept the Iriſh in awe; and 
the Engliſh province appeared fo tree from danger, 
that Botteler, the warlike prior of Kilmainham, 
was enabled to march into France, to the aſſiſtance _ 
of the king, with fifteen hundred men. But peace a5 * 
and ſecurity, however valuable to thoſe who had Camb. 
long lived in terror, could not redeem the odiouſ 
neſs of a government oppreſſive and unjuſt. Fur- 
nival departed with the execration of all thoſe, 
clergy and laity alike, whoſe lands he had ravaged, 
whoſe caſtles he had ſeized, whoſe fortunes had been 
impaired by his extortion and exactions, or who 
had ſhared in the diftreſs ariſing from the debts he 
left undiſcharged, LEES 
Taz appointment of the earl of Ormond to the, 
2 with ſuch ample powers, as beſpoke a 
ull confidence in his integrity and attachment to 
the crown, was a meaſure highly acceptable to his 
countrymen of the Engliſh race. He was both en- 
abled and diſpoſed to redreſs all their grievances ; 
and when the parliament he ſummoned, began with 
an addreſs to their chief governor, in which they 
recounted the oppreſſions they had ſuſtained from his 
predeceſſors, his anſwer was full of the moſt graci- 
dus and captivating aſſurances of a juſt, equitable, 
and impartial adminiſtration. The parliament, on, _ ... 
8 their part, diſcovered more than ordinary zeal to do germ. 25 
honour to his government, by providing for the 
B 4 public 
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public exigencies. The debts left unpaid by Fur- 
nival, were in the firſt place aſcertained and diſ- | 
charged: a ſubſidy was granted, amounting to one : 
thouſand marks, and applotted on the Fngliſh pale 
in ſuch a manner as diſcovered both the poverty 
and confined limits of this diſtrict; but theſe grants 
were accompanicd, according to the old Engliſh 
cuſtom, with a repreſentation of grievances. Their 
etition to the throne was now revived, and con- 
ducted through the proper forms without controul. 
Merbury was abſent, and the perſon deputed to the 
cuſtody of the ſeal could not refuſe to affix it. The 
archbiſhop of Armagh and Sir Chriſtopher Preſton 
were appointed agents to preſent the requeſts of 
the Iriſu parliament to the king. The petition, 
which is ſtill extant, contains a pathetic repreſenta- 
tion of the diſtreſies of his ſubjects in Ireland, har- 
raiſed on one hand by the perpetual incurſions of 
the Iriſh enemy, and on the other by the injuſtice 
and extortion of the King's miniſters. The king's ? 
perſonal appcarance in Ireland is moſt earneſtly en- f 
treated, to ſave his people from deſtruction. As 
the Iriſh who had done homage to king Richard, | 
had long fince taken arms againſt the Engliſh, not- 
withſtanding their recogrizances payable in the 
apoſtolic chamber, they beſeech his highneſs to lay 
their conduct before the pope, aud to prevail on the 
holy father to publiſh a cruſade again& them. The 
infolent oppoſition of Merbury to their former pe- 
tition, is repreſented as an heinous offence, for 
which they defire that he may be cited to anſwer 
before the king. Stanly and Furnival, by name, 
are accuſed of the moſt iniquitous practices, for 
which they pray redreſs and ſatisfaction; and while 
honourable mention is made of the conduct of 
Crawly, archbiſhop of Dublin, as well as of their 
preſent governor, (who, they requeſt, may receive 
| tne royal thanks for his generous declarations to 
if Parliament) all the governors and officers ſent from 
ja England, 
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England, are repreſented as corrupt, rapacious, 
and oppreſſive, ſecreting and miſapplying the re- 
venue entruſted to them, defrauding the ſubject, 
and levying coin and livery without mercy : the 
unreaſonable excluſion of their ſtudents from the 
inns of court, the inſufficiency and extortion of 
the officers of the exchequer, the number of ab- 
ſentees, and other matters of grievance are fully 
ſtated. They pray that thoſe who hold of the king 
in capite, may not be expoſed to the hardſhip of re- 
pairing to England in order to do wars. but 
that the chief governor be commiſſioned to receive 
it; that their commerce may be defended, their 
coin regulated, their churches ſupplied with faith- 
ful paſtors, without ſuch deiays as they had expe- 
rienced from ſelfiſh and deſigning governors. But 
above all things, they urgently entreat that truſty 
commiſſioners be appointed to inſpect the n+ 
of the king's officers ſent into Ireland; plainly de- 
* Cclaring that ſuch a ſcene of various iniquities would 
\ be thus diſcovered, as were utterly abhorrent to 
the equity of the throne, and utterly intolerable 
to the ſubje&t. 
Wnar particular attention was paid to this pe- 
| tition, or what redreſs granted by the throne, Joth 
not appear. There is reaſon however to ſuf; 
that the complaints of his Iriſh ſubjects were not 
entirely unnoticed by the king; for ſoon after, we 
find that the odious chancellor was removed, and 1 
Fitz-Thomas, prior of the hoſpital of ſaint John Ber wad . Ta | 
of Jeruſalem, ſubſtituted in bs place. The — 
of Ormond was continued in his government, which 
by adminiſtered with general ſatisfaction, defending 
le, and chaſtiſing the petty inroads Xs 
8 Iriſh. In this confined diſtrict, when the 
ſudjects of Engliſh government were protected 
from invaſion, or at moſt but flightly moleſted, 
faction, the natural conſequence I eaſe and proſ- 
perity, appears plainly to 12 m_ with * 


* * 
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lar fury. The mutual rivalſhips and jealouſies of 


intereſted competitors, for power, favour, or emolu- 
ment, the pride of the old Engliſh race, and the in- 
ſolent affectation of ſuperiority in thoſe of Britiſh 
birth, ſeparated the inhabitants into different par- 
ties, and laid the foundation of an odious and im- 
politic diſtinction of an Iriſh and an Engliſh intereſt, 
among thoſe who ſhould have united into one com- 


mon band of allegiance and affection to the crown, 
and been confidered and treated indiſcriminately as 


members of the ſame ſtate, and ſubjects of the ſame 
prince. The infection of party and jealauſy ſpread 


through all orders, and was cought even by the 


clergy, who ſhould have reſtrained or moderated it, 
The prelates of Engliſh and Iriſh birth, ſometimes 


obliged the parliament to hear their intemperate 


diſputes. An Engliſh biſhop of Liſmore, accuſed 
O'Hedian, of Caſhel, of the moſt heinous and ſcan- 


_ dalous . white he charged him with i incon- 


tirence, and profane facrilege, in preſenting his con- 


cubine with a ring which he had taken from an 


image of the virgin, and alſo with counterfeiting 
the great ſeal ; he diſcovered the true ſource of his 


_ animoſity, by adding that he was an enemy to the 


Engliſh nation, never. conferred a benefice on any 
Engliſhman, and adviſed his brethren to purſue the 
fame conduct. On the like ill grounded or aggra- 
vated charges, was a biſhop of Cork. perſecuted by 
the neighbouring prelate of Cloyne. But theſe 


_ contentious ecclefiaſtics ſeem to have received little 


countenance from the parliament, which was either 
too moderate, or too great favourers of the Iriſh 
intereſt to encourage the attempts made againſt 
their countrymen. 

Tax common enemy, who had left them lei- 
ſure for frivolous diſſenſions, were too much diſ- 
united to take advantage of them. They were 
contented in the diſtant quarters of the iſland, to 


rule their petty ſepts, to maintain their ſtate and 


conſequence _ 
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conſequence againſt their neighbours, to enjoy the 
honour and advantage of trifling victories, to ex- 
ecute their revenge, or to purſue their local inte- 
reſts. Their averſion to the Engliſh was by this 
time ſcarcely more national than their averſion to 
the rival ſepts of their own race. They united in 
the moſt cordial affection with thoſe of the old 
Engliſh families who had revolted to them ; and 
their inſurrections againſt the Engliſh, far from be- 
ing uniformly actuated by a deſire of exterminat- 
ing the foreign invaders, appear to have been com- 
monly occaſioned by local claims and diſputes. 
Sometimes they roſe to avenge the defeat or death 
of ſome chieftain, ſometimes. to recover ſome diſ- Ann. 
puted lands, or to exact ſome duties which they MSS. var. 
claimed. Had the whole Iriſh race ariſen as one 
man againſt the ſubjects of the crown of England, 
they muſt have inſtantly deſtroyed them. But the 
truth is, this little handful of men, for ſuch they 
were when compared to the body of original na- 
tives, had the ſame ground of ſecurity with any of 
the particular Iriſn ſepts. They had enemies on 
all ſides, but theſe were enemies to each other; 
nor were any concerned to eſpouſe the quarrels of 
their neighbours, or mortified by their loſſes or 
defeats. Sometimes indeed, when a particular 
ſept was in danger of total ruin from the victory of 
ſome Engliſh forces, their neighbours were per- 
ſuaded to came ta their reſcue, © for the fake of 
the Iriſh language, (as the manuſcript annals Ann. 
_ Expreſs it) but without engaging further, and with- — 
out conceiving themſelves bound by one general 
permanent intereſt. Theſe particulars ſeem neceſ- 
ſary to be pointed out, not only to account for the 
ſubſiſtence of the Engliſh, but to guard againſt the 
prejudices of their annaliſts. They frequently in- 
timate, that the reigning paſſion among the whole 
body of Iriſh for many ages, was an inveterate and 
implacable vengeance againft.the Engliſh ſettled in 
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their country, merely as foreigners and uſurpers ; 


| and even in the repreſentations of ſome Triſh par- 

0 liaments, and the acts of ſtate, we find, in the ag- 

= gravated language of law and politics, aſſertions 

(pu pf a ſettled deſign and general confederacy amon 

] ih the Iriſh to extirpate the whole race of Engliſh f 
N } Rot. Tur. ſubjects. Their perfidious violation of treaties, 
hk Berm, and their cruelties are frequently diſplayed with 
N great ſeverity. But ſuch charges are made on 

| . both ſides: the ſudden inſurrections and local quar- 


| rels of the Iriſh, which the writers of England re- 
4 preſent as the exceſſes of an horrid irreclaimable 
| race of barbarians, are aſcribed, by the Iriſh anna- 
lifts, to the inſincerity, injuſtice, and oppreſſion 
[i of their neighbours to the warmth of juſt reſent- 
1 ment, or the efforts of ſelf-defence. It would be 


ſentations were always groundleſs. 

Taz acceſſion of Henry the fixth, an infant 
prince, and the attention of his guardians to the af- 
fairs of France, naturally impeded the effectual re- 
formation of Ireland, and even encreaſed its diſ- 

orders. An Engliſh government totally unſup- 
ported, factions unreſtrained among the Engliſh 
bjects, and no effectual controul or oppoſition to 
the impetuoſity of the Iriſh, afforded but a melan- 


vered. While the enemy in different quarters roſe 
in arms and infeſted the Engliih pale, a parliament 
convened at Trim, under the archbiſhop of Dublin 
could vote but a flender augmentation of twelve 
men at arms, and fixty archers to be paid for forty 


bi © faireſt ſettlements endangered, the ſubjects of the 
Wl 3 old Engliſh race found leiſure to indulge the parti- 
4 cular reſentments of «heir . Merbury, the 


14 delinquent chancellor of the late reign, was ſtill the 
4 peculiar object cf their indignation. They made 
the ſevereſt inquiſition into all his conduct, which 
— — 
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unreaſonable partiality to ſuppoſe that ſuch repre- 


choly proſpect; and the effects were ſpeedily diſco- 


® 0 | days. While their borders were invaded and their 
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appears to have been neither chaſte nor regular; 


brought him as a culprit before the couneil, charged 
him with many practices illegal and corrupt, by 
which he himſelf and his aſſociates of Engliſh 


birth, received large ſums from the exchequer with- 


out due warrant, and by their proſecutions at length 
drove him into England; where they ſtill purſued, 
and obliged him to anſwer, before the throne, to 


the ſeveral articles alledged againſt his conduct. 


To intimidate the enemy, and to repreſs theſe 
civil diſſentions, the regency of England thought 
it ſufficient to uſe the name of Edmund, earl of 
Marche and Ulſter, and to appoint a nobleman to 
the government of Ireland, moſt reſpectable for 
his alliance and connections with the royal blood. 


This earl, at firſt bee to adminiſter the Iriſh 


government in his own perſon, and filled with thoſe 
ideas of the inferiority of the Iriſh ſubjects, which 
his intercourſe and fituation naturally inſpired, 
thought his duty ſufficiently diſcharged by deput- 
ing a biſhop of Meath to govern in his abſence. 


The prelate however reſpectable and venerable in Rot. Tur. 
his proper ſtation, was yet both in rank and conſe- Berm. 


quence much leſs confiderable than the lords of the 
old Engliſh race. But what was ftill more offen- 
five, he was of Engliſh birth, and lately ſent into 
Ireland with all the proud and contemptuous pre- 
judices of his countrymen. The nobles were pro- 
voked at this appointment, and when aſſembled in 
council, it was obſerved that his commiſſion was 
ſealed only with the earl's private ſeal. They de- 
manded a commiſſion under the great ſeal either of 
England or Ireland, and confiderable altercations 
roſe on this occaſion in the council between the dif- 
ferent parties of Engliſh and Iriſh birth. The de- 
puty demanded his ſeat; the archbiſhop of Dub- 
n, then chancellor of the realm, proteſted againit 
the mode of his appointment, and refuſed to ad- 
mini ſter the oaths, or to receive him as — 
3 


HISTORY OF IRELAND. B. III. 


This prelate, though of Engliſh birth, yet united 
warmly with the oppoſing party, and poſſibly with 
particular reſentment, that an inferior perſonage 
ſhould be appointed to a ſtation which he himſelf 
had formerly enjoyed. The nomination of the 
earl was as warmly ſupported by ſome Engliſhmen 
of figure lately arrived. To one of theſe, who de- 
manded that the biſhop mould be admitted to the 
= of his office, in a manner the moſt peremp- 
tory and offenſive, the archbiſhop replied with 
Readineſs and temper, © Sir you are a ſoldier. 
The borders are harraſſed; go and repel the 
enemy; you will thus ſerve the ſtate more ef- 
<* fectually than in this place.” The council how- 
ever after ſome delay, conſented to receive the de- 
puty, with an expreſs declaration that they received 
him, not from any conviction of the legality of 
his commiſſion, but from the neceſſity of public 
affairs, and to prevent that damage and diſtreſs 
which might ariſe from a ſuſpenſion of government. 
Such was the violence of faction, and ſuch the ge- 
neral odium that fell on this biſhop of Meath, and 
wuhich an excellent private character and conduct 
could not redeem, that ſome time after, by the in- 
famous means of confederacy and ſubordination, 
he was accuſed of _— a chalice from one of 
the churches in his dioceſe. The bill of indict- 
ment found againſt him at Trim, was removed to 
parliament by certiorari ; and here the biſhop, 
with becoming dignity and ſpirit, pleaded his inno- 
cence, but demanded that his privileges, as an ec- 
clefiaſtic and a lord of parliament, ſhould be pre- 
ſerved inviolate. He was referred to his metropo- 
litan, who received his compurgation, and pro- 
nounced him innocent. But his triumph over the 
virulence of his accuſers was ſtill more — 
when one of the accomplices in the 
ſeized with remorſe, confeſſed his guilt, — 
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We find this prelate ſummoning a parliament, Rot. Tur. 
which enacted ſevere penalties againſt all defacers of = * 
the king's coin, and declaring that it ſhould be re-; ogg 
ſtored to the Engliſh ſtandard ; voting a continuance © 
of the penſion of eighty marks to Gerald Kevanagh, 


now leader of his ſept, which had formerly been 


paid to Mac-Murchad for his ſervices in 23 
the peace, and making ſome of the uſual provi- 
ſions againſt inſurgents ; but theſe were till more 
effectually * by the earl of Ormond, who 
ſoon ſucceeded him as lord Deputy, and ſeems to 
have been purpoſely appointed as a e and vi- 
gorous governor, on account of ſome alarming com- 
motions, particularly in the northern province. The 
vicinity of ſome part of the coaſt of Ulſter to Scot- 
land, afforded perpetual opportun hes to the indi- 
gent rovers of that country to pour into Ireland, 
where they were retained by the [riſh chieftains, and 
gladly aſſiſted them in ravaging the Englith ſettle- 


ments. The deputy now applied to parliament, re- 
prong the imminent diſtreſs, and his own ina- 


ility to repel the northern enemy ; and the par- 


| lament enabled him to purchaſe the aſſiſtance of 


the De Burgoes, with their followers, as well as 
that of the citizens of Dublin, by particular boun- 
ties. The earl of Marche and Ulſter ſoon thought 
it neceſſary to repair 0 Ireland, !:: perſon, to reſcue 
his inheritance from theſe invaders; but his ſudden 

death at Trim, ſerved to enflame their outrages 
and encreaſe the diſorders of the ſtate. Talbot, 
lord Furnival, was appointed to ſucceed him as 
lord juſtice, and ſoon after the earl of Ormond 
was conſtituted lord lieutenant ; both noblemen of 
diſtinguiſhed ſpirit, and both juſtly dreaded by the 

Iriſh inſurgents. 

Tux printed annals lightly paſs over the ad- 

miniſtrations of theſe noblemen ; and yet there is 
good reaſon to believe that they acted a diftinguiſh- 
ed part, and reduced the Iriſh enemy to ſuch ſub- 
miſhons 


HISTORY OF IRELAND. B. It. 


miſſions as ſhew they muſt have been conſiderably 


Rot. Tur. 
Berm. 
A. D. 
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intimidated by the ſpirit of their military operations. 
The indentures of ſeveral of them, ſtill extant, are 
ample and explicit, ſubmiſſive, and highly favour- 
able to the Engliſh claims. They acknowledge 
themſelves vaſſals to the king of England, promiſe 
not only to keep his peace but to aſſiſt him againſt 
enemies and rebels; renounce all right and title to 


the lands of Engliſh ſettlers which they had ſeized, 
and conſent to atone for their offences by a fine ; 


utterly relinquiſh the tribute ſometimes received 
from the Engliſh ſettlements to purchaſe their pro- 
tection, known by the name of Black-Rent, and 


even to take arms againſt thoſe who ſhould attempt 
to exact an impoſition ſo abominable. Some ftipu- 


late to ſerve in the king's army with their follow- 


ers, when required by the deputy ; and O'Nial in 
particular reſigns all the lands, 
fions formerly enjoyed by the earl of Ulſter ; in the 


duties, and poſſeſ- 


| fulleſt terms, acknowledges his ſubmiſſion and 


vaſſalage to Richard duke of York, the heir and 
repreſentative of the noble family of De Burgo. 
The degenerate Engliſh alſo of moſt notorious de- 
linquency were obliged to treat; we find the Ber- 


minghams particularly giving hoſtages to the earl 
of Ormond, and all in general acknowledge them- 


ſelves obnoxious to excommunication in caſe of 


failure, and reſign their lands to all the conſequen- 
ces of an interdict. 5 
Wenk we informed of the meaſures purſued, the 


ſucceſſes gained, or the treaties conducted, to the 


final accompliſhment of theſe pacifications, the par- 
ticulars might probably do honour to the adminiſ- 
22 Bas earl. r 
ollowed by an interval of general ality, with- 
out any thing of note er 
the ſucceſſion of known by little more 
than their names, — 2 their 
uties, 


| 
; 
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y Y deputies, and returning to England“. Yet in the Rot. Tur, 
8. 3 courſe of four years we find an Iriih parliament re-Berm. 
e preſenting to the king, that all the Iriſh enemies |: 4 , 
rand Engliſn rebels, in the londe, with great mol- ou 
3 titude of Scottes bene confedered and ſworne to 

2 ** Godyz, and have labored evermore and zet do, 

& ce to make a final conqueſte of the londe, and to put 

0 «© the liege pepull to be tributarie unto thame.” 

l. In the remainder of the record we find the limits of 

bn the Engliſh pale as it cod in the ninth of Henry 

d the ſixth, defined in fach a manner as gives a mor- 

5 tifying idca of tre extent of the Englith power in 

d JF this period. It informs us, that the enemies and 

t rebels had conquered and put under their obeyſance 
1 and tribute, in the parts of Munſter, well- nigh all 
In the counties of Limerick, Tipperary, Kilkenny, 

n and Wexford; and in the nether parts, well-nigh 

1 all the counties of Carlow, Kildare, Meath, and 
2 Uricl; fo that there is left unconquered, and out 

d ©} of tribute, little more than the county of Dublin. 

& Inis repreſentation, purpoſely made to gain ſup- 
1 plies from England, muſt have been greatly aggra- 

* vated. The county of Dublin indeed, and the 

- JF adjacentdiſtrids, might have been the only quarte:s 

11 S where the Engliſh enjoyed a reſidence perfectly ſe- 

4 g cure, and the juriſdiction of the crown was exer- 

'f | eiſed in full vigour; but the Engliſh in other parts 
enjoyed conſiderable poſſeſſions, and by force of 
arms, or by compoſitions with the Iriſh, maintained 

® ; them in a tate of rude diſorder, ſomething be- 

e trween civility and war, declining gradually from the 

—_— condition of loyalty and ſtrict politial obedience, 

"1 Vor. IL. es 1 through 

8 4 In this ipterval we find an inſtance of the poverty, or the 

1 economy of taoſe rimes, not unworthy of remark. : It was 

4 agreed in ce uncil, that as the hall of the caſtle of Dublin, and 

ut þ the windows thereof were ruinous, and that there was in the 
re treaſury a certain ancient filver ſeal cancelled,” which was 
1 ; of no ule to the king, the ſaid wal ſhould be broken and ſoid, 


and the money laid out on the ſaid hall and windows. Teſt. 


s, 44. Epiſc. Mid. Dep. 24 Jan. 6 Hen. VI. 1427. 
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| 
0 through ſeveral degrees of irregularity ard diſre- | 
WR | regard to government, till in the laſt extreme of | 


— 


1 


„ degeneracy, they were completely blended with the 
original natives and enemies to the Engliſn power. 

Lo prevent this gradual declenſion, and to pre- 
6 ſlerve and maintain "the poſſeſſions not yet wreſted 


— 
— — 


_ 
3 * — 
2 2 2 
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| from the ſudjects of England, was the chief hject 
" cf the ſhort adminiftration fub{quent to that of 
Ormond 1, Hence the endleſs repetition 0. ſtatutes 
oy un marrving, toftering, or tarfficking with the 
$188 iſh; againſt purveyance, protection of kernes, or 
robbers, and againſt all arbitrary exactions for the 
5 cf war. The old Ergliſh race were at the 
a:n2 time equally folic: tous to afſert their rights as 
i'ngliſhmen, and to expreſs their diſcontents at the 
If 1 injuries or gricvances they ſuſtained or apprehended. 
N ience, in the petitions of parliament to the throne; 
1 we find the King earneſtly entreated not to give cre- 
| Git to any miſrepreſentations of his Iriſh ſubjects 
| They repeat their com plaints of the total 1 ignorarce 
| Rot Tar. and inſufficiency of thoſe ſent from England to 
| zern. every office of truſt; of odious diſtinctions props: 
E ated, and the rights of fubjedts denied to them in 
England; and pray to be conſidered and treated as 
Eaglimme n, agreeably to their rightful claims, and 
expreſs ſtipulations of their ancſtors. The dicon- 
tents which produced fuch repreſentations gradu- 
dually encreaied under the fncceſſion of Engliſh go- 
vernors, and ſeparated the ſmall extent of territory 
which the Engliſh ſtill retained, into diſcordant in- 
tereſts and f: actions. Hitherto we find the families 
or? Deſmond and Kildare, unnoticed during the 
reigns of the Lancaſtrian princes, and the earl of 
Ormond the only nobleman of Iriſh birth in whom 
the crown placed peculiar confidence. Jealouſies 
and ſecret animoſities were the natural conſe- 
quence; Which were only ſuſpended till a favoura- 
ble occaſion ſhould give free courie to their vio- 
lence, James, the * earl of Deſmond, had 
acquired 
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acquired his title and poſſeſſions in an irregular and 
extraordinary manner. Thomas, his nephew and 
the heir of Deſmond, had accidentally been fo en- 
gaged in the chace, that he was beniglited near 
Tralee, and obliged to take ſhelter at the Abby of 
Feal, in the houſe of one of his dependents, called 
ae Cormac, Catherine, a beautiful daughter of 
his hoſt, inſtantly inſpired the earl with a violent 
paſſion, which ſhe refuſed to gratify unlawfully, 
and which he could not ſubdue. He married her, 
and by this inferior alliance, alienated his follow- 
ers, wheſe brutal pride regarded this indulgence 
of his love as an unpardonable degradation of his 
family. James, his uncle, an afpiring lord, ſeized 


the advantage of their prejudices, and fomented 


their reſentment; and ſo deeply had this family 
imbibed the manners of the ancient Iriſh, that he 
was enabled by his followers to expel carl Tho- 
mas thrice from his country, and at length to 
compel him to make a formal ſurrender of his eſtate 
and dignity. The unhappy lord retired to Roan, 
where anguiſh and meiancholy foon put a period to 
his life. James, now conſtituted earl of Deſmond, 
had the eftate and dignity confirmed to him by act 
of parliament. | 
SUCH a man, raiſed to his ſtation in ſuch a man- 
ner, was naturally folicitous to confirm and aggran- 


dize his power. He contrived, by a pretended 


grant from Robert Cogan, to pofieſs himſelf of an 


extended diſtrict called the kingdom of Cork, 


where by means of his numerous followers both of Ware. 


Iriſh and Engliſh race, he eſtabliſhed his authority, 
and lived in rude magnificence, in deſpite of the 
legal claims made by the families of Carew and 
Courcey. By uniting with Ormond in a factious 
quarrel between the houſes of Butler and Talbot, 
he fo far ingratiated himſelf into the favour of this 


earl, at a time when he was in the government as 


lord 2-utenant, that by his mediation he gained ſe- 
C2 veral 
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veral important favours from the crown. He bad 
licence to purchaſe what lands he pleatec, by what 
ſervice ſoever they were hoſter ct the g En 
this probably to ſcreen him trom the conſequence 

of his late illegal grant fron: Cegan. He was by 
patent conſtirvted goverror of the counties cf 


>+4 Las 


Waterford, Cork, Limerick, and Kerry; and what 


is fill more remarkable, under pretence that 1118 


ſervices were neceſiary in the remoter diſtricts of the 
realm, that his f journies to parliament were burden- 
ſome, :nconventent, and dangerous to one ſo hated 
by the 8. on account of his attachment to the 
crown, he was licenſed to abſent himſelf from all 
future pa ecke during life, and allowed to ſerd 
a ſufficient proxy. Thus, while his power and in- 
0 :u2nce were raiſed to an enormous height, he was 
leſt to excrcile a ſovereignty in his own territories, 
Cetach ed trom Engliſn government, with no mark 
of ſabmiſſion or allegiance, in all that tate of an 
independent chieftain which his family had fre- 
8 affected, but which was now dangerouily 
onfirmed and aggrandized. 
Th effects of theſe incautious grants were ſoon 
diſcovered. While the degenerate Engliſh in ſeve- 
ral quarters maintained the bloodieſt quarrels with 
their nei ghbours upon the moſt frivolous pretences, 
Ormond was cbliged to lead thoſe forces which 
might have quelled inferior offenders againſt the 
earl of Deſmond. This nobleman inſtantly bad 
defiance to that government which had given hirn 
ſo much conſeguence, and was ſurrounded by a 
troop of followers powerful enough to ſupport kim 
in his diſloyalty. Forces were collected on each 
ſide, and hoſtilities commenced; nor could Ormond 
ut an end to the ſufferings of the wretched inha- 
33 viſited by their arms, but by treating with 
his antagoniſt as an independent ſovereign. A 
truce, concluded for a vear, gave Deſmond an op- 
portunity to ſtreughten his party, and to inzrigue 


with 
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with tue enemies of the governor. Ormond once 


% popular, row found his influence every day de- 


clining, and his opponents enabled to inſult him 
with impunity. Their repreſentations at the court 
A England had io great effect, that the king was 


AH 


induced to ſend a ſpecial mandate that the earl ſhould 


repair to his preſence without delay, and explain the 
cauſes of thoſe public diſcontents which had been 
conveyed to the throne, and ſeemed to reflect fo 
{cerely on his government. Ormond, v-hoſe fen- 
timents were liberal and his manners poliſhed, ſaw 
the malice of his enemies with indignation and 
contempt. He ſummoned the nobility and gentry Carr 
of the pale to attend him at Drogheda, he .nform- 
ed them of the royal mandate, and that after a go- 
vernment of three years adminiſtered with fidelity 
and ſucceſs, he was now preparing to render an ac- 
count of his conduct at the foot of the tarone;— 
The Engliſh agents, ſaid he, who bring the royal 
rders, are here before you; and in their preſence 
| boldly appeal to my moſt inveterate enemy, if any 
ſuch there be in this aſſembly. Let him ſtand 
forth, let him declare in what have loffended, let 
him point out the ſingle inſtance in which the ſub- 
ject hath iuffered by my injuſtice, or the ſtate by 
my neglect. Here let me be brought to the 
ſevereſt ſcrutiny, not inſidiouſiy maligned in my 

abſence. l 
Tur magnammity of conſcious innocence could 
not fail of its effect. The moſt honourable teſti- 
monies were given to his integrity and to his ſer- 
vices; and the king, upon an addreſs from his Iriſh 
ſubjects, was prevailed on to ſuſpend the order for 
his departure. Yet a ſettled ickeme formed to 
remove him from his government was not ſo eafily 
defeated, His enemies were indefatigable, and at 
length ſo far prevailed, even in parliament, that an 
addreſs of a different nature was tranſmitted to the 
king, in which he was repreſented as inactive by 
C2 age 
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age and infirmity, incapable of conducting the af- 


fairs of ſtate, unable to defend, much leſs to en- 


large the royal dominions; he was accuſed of pro- 
curing ſeveral of his retainers to be choſen members 
of the commons, who, for his factious purpoſes, 
oppoſed the king's ſervice, and refuſed their aſſent 
to ſuch laws as the intereſts of the realm evidently 


required. At the ſame time he was charged with 


receiving ſums of money for diſpenſing with the 
attendance of ſeveral lords of parliament, and im- 


priſoning divers ſubjects upon frivolous pretences, 


and in order to extort large ranſoms for their releaſe 
For theſe reaſons the petitioners deſire that the earl 


of Ormond may be removed from the government; 


and though the biſhops of Cork and Cloyne, ſeve- 
ral temporal lords, and ſome corporations ſent to 
the king the ampleſt teſtimonials of the good con- 


duct of this earl, yet the repreſentations of his ene- 


mies were ſo effectual, that Talbot, earl of Shrewſ- 
bury, and now conſtituted earl of Waterford, was 
ſent into Ireland to take the adminiſtration of go- 


_vernment. - 


Ir was juſtly apprehended, that faction and dif- 


ſention among the ſubjects muſt prove an encou- 


racement to the inſurrections of enemies and rebels. 
Talbot, therefore, came attended with a troop of 


ſeven hundred choſen men, an uſeful and a neceſ- 


fary ſupply. In deſpite of the moit folemn ſtipula- 
tions, the Irith pleaded their numerous injuries, and 
roſe in arms, as uſual, in ſeveral quarters; and in 
defiance of lawful authority the Engliſh maintained 
their local quarrels. The family of Butler became 
involved with the Iriſh chieftain of Offory, who was 
aſſaſſinated in the petty broil. The Berminghams, 
united with O'Connor of O'Fally, and the whole 
territory of Meath was expoſed to their depreda- 
tions ; whue the branch of the family of De Bur- 
go, known among the Iriſh by the name of Mac- 
William of Clanricard, became the affociates of 

O'Brien, 


J 


w_—_— 
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O'Brien, and made war on the Engliſh not yet ex- 
pelled from Thomond. The firſt care, therefore, 
of the new vice-gerent, was to ſuppreſs theſe petty 
commotions. The Iriſh chieftains were reduced, tlie 
degenerate Engliſh intimidated, and ſome of the nioſt 
obboxious among thera, particularly of the ſept of 
Bermingham, fe:zed, condemned and executed. 


Tus public peace being thus reſtored, the car! 


had leiſure to convene a parliament at Trim, to 
deliberate on the reformation of the ſtate, and the 
more regular execution of government. Here it was 
once more declared highly penal to conform to the 


iriſh faſhion of the hair and beard, or to abandon Hr. St. 


the occupation in which a man had been nurtured, 
in order to induige and riot in the fervice of ſome 
factious leaders. It was enacted, that the denized 
Iriſh, guilty of robbery or homicide, ſhould for ſeit 


their privilege, and be treated as enemies. It wia 


forbidden to receive clipped or counterfeit coin, or 


the coin called O' Reily's, an adulterate ſpecies 
iſſued by an Iriſh chieftain of this name. As a 
ſumptuary ordinance was neceſſary in an impover- 
iſhed ſtate, it was enacted, that no perſon ſhould 
ui2 gold trappings, horſe furniture, or gilded har- 
neſs, except knights and prelates; and to diſcou- 
rage the tranſportation of bullion, which had en- 
created by clipping the king's coin, a «nſtom of 
twelve pence was impoſed on each ounce of ilver ſo 
tranſporte d. N 
TaLzor conducted his government with tie 
greater eaſe, as he ſeems to have reſigned himſelf 


entirely to the reigning faction which oppoĩed the 


earl of Ormond. He even ſo far adopted the re- 


tentments and paſſions of this party, that at his 
return to England he accuſed this earl of treaſon 
before the duke of Bedford, conſtable of England. 
But the king, either from his own indulgent tem- 
per, or which is more probable, from the policy 
of h:s rinifters, who deemed it prudent not to de- 
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clare abſolutely in favour of any party of the Iriſh 
ſubjects, interpoſed his authority, and ſtopped the 
proſecution of this charge. Talbot, archbiſhop 
of Dublin, was left deputy in his abſence, and was 
ſo poſſeſſed with the ſentiments of his brother, the 
earl of Shrewſbury, that he even wrote a treatiſe 


on the abuſes of Ormond's late government. The 


prior of Kilmainham, Thomas ritz-Fhomas, ſtill 
more violent, renewed the charge of high-treaſon 
againſt the earl, which was to be ſupported by 
combat. But here again the king interpoſed ; and 
this repeated favour to the carl of Ormond ſeems 
to have laid the foundation of that laſting attach- 
ment which the family of Butler afterwards diſ- 
covered to the houſe of Lancaſter and its intereſts. 
But the jealouſies and factions which now ſubſiſted 
in England, produced a new appointment to the 
adminiſtration of government in Ireland, which had 
a laſting and important influence upon the affairs 
of this countrv. et | 
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CHAP 


| Conteſts between the heuſes of York and Lancaſter — 

Death of the earl Marche. Richard duke of V wk 
appointed chief governor of Ireland. — His condut 
and conciliating policy in this ccuntry.— His equity 
to the old natives —His popular laws. —tH# depar- 
ture.—-Inſurretions—-Generous conteſt between 
O'Conner and bis ſon. Military conduct of Fitz- 
Euſtace.— Adminiſtration of the earl of Kildare. — 
Duke of York aefeated at Blore-Heath.— Flies into 
Ireland —His reception. —Zeal of the ſubjefts and 
parliament of Ireland in his ſupport — He returns 
to England on the victory of Nerihampton.—1s 
attended by the Meathians and others from Ireland. 
J defeated and flain at Wakefield. —Effefts of 
this event on the native Iriſh.—Real influence of th: 
wars of York and Lancaſter on Ireland. 


WO r reigns of Lancaſtrian princes, and the 
T ſecond —— diſtinguiſhed by the bril- 
liancy of victory and conqueſt, had yet not entirely 
extinguiſhed the pretenſions of the family of York, R:pin. 
nor ſuppreſſed che zeal of thoſe partizans who ſe- 
cretly favoured the elder branch of Edward the 
third, and regarded the ſucceſſion of the Lancaſ- 
trian line, however ſanctified by the deciſions of 
parliament, as an injurious uſurpation. Even in 
the very commencement of the preſent reign, it 
had been deemed prudent to remove Edmund earl 
of Marche from public view. He was deſcended, 
in the female line, from Lionel, duke of Clarence, 
> elder brother to the prince, from whom the preſent 
3 reigning family derived all that they could claim 
of hereditary right. In an Infant reign, the moſt 
ſcrupulous cautions were deemed neceſſary. Edmund 
was ſent to govern Ireland; and by his —— death 
the rights of his family devolved on his brother 
Richard, 
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Richard, a man poſſeſſed of all the qualities ne- 
ceſſary for ſupporting them; valiant, prudent, ard 
1 determined, but not precipitate ; with 
hat juſtice and benignity of diſpoſition, which con- 
al ated the affections of his followers, and that pa- 
tient perſeverance which watched the incidents of 
fate, and waited to employ his power, when the 
favourable moment promiſed to crown him with 
ſucceſs. On the death of the illuſtrious duke of 
Bedford, he had been appointed regent of France; 
and in this country for ſome years ſupported the 
declining intereſts of England with vigour and ad- 
dreſs. He was ſuccecded by the earl of Warwick, 
on his death returned to France; and when again 
removed from his government, by the intrigue and 
ſuperior intereſt of the carl of Shrewſbury, came 
into England at a time moſt favourable for practi- 
fing on the paſſions of men, and diſpoſing them to 
ſupport his pretenſions. 
Taz rivalſhip which ſubſiſted between the cardi- 
nal of Wincheſter and the duke of Glouceiter, pro- 
duced the marriage of Eienry the f::th with Mar- 


2 of Anjou, which brought this weak ard 


pliant prince under the deminion of a conſort, 
poſſeſſed with that ſtrength of vnderſtandin g, * 
tent of genius, and boldneſs of enterprize, which 


| — her for all the turbulence of the political 


cene. She devoted herſelf to that party which 


had raiſed her to the throne. The duke of Glou- 
ceſter, the darling of the people, was diſgraccd, 
accuſed, and murdered. A ſeries of unpopular 
and odious meaſures, diſgraceful enterprizes, inſi- 
dious conceſſions, and inglorious treaties ; the dsſ- 
picable eaſineſs of the king, and the headftr ong 

de mination of his rulers, raiſed a dangerous fer- 
ment among the unquiet ſpirits of the Engliſn, 
which was encreaſed by the powerful partizans of 
the family of Tork. Complaints were propagated 
of the mean abilities and inglorious tubmiſiiors of 
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the king, and of the tyranny, iniquity, and cor- 


Z ruption of his miniſtry. His title to a crown, which 


he fo flagrantly diſgraced, vas conteſted without re- 


3 ſerve, and the pretenſions of Richard urgently en- 
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forced. The queen and her partizans were not in- 


® attentive to the riſing danger, and juſtly conceived 
it a neceflary precaution to remove the duke of York 
to a diftance from the ſcene of political intrigue. 

Engliſh parliament, co: 
2 deſcribing the hoſtile diſpoſitions of the Iriſh, and 
the perpetual danger of the Engliſh ſettlements, in 
terms highly aggravated, ſeem to have afforded 
the pretence for appointing duke Richard vicegerent 


Tux petitions ſent to every 


in this kingdom. Ata time when the old natives 


ton. 


were entirely engaged by their provincial quarrels, Ann. 


and Connaught, Ulſter, and Munſter, ſeverally em- Ferbis. 


broiled in the conteſts of rival chieftains, it was MS. 


aſſerted in England, that a general rebellion againſt 
the Engliſh government, demanded the immediate 


preſence of an able and reſpectable lieutenant ; and 


the charge of ſuppreſſing the imaginary commotion 
was aſſigned tc: the duke of York. This prince, 
cautious and deliberate in his purſuits, deemed his 
noble and powerful connections ſufficient to ſup- 
port the intereſts of his family, though his own 
preſence were for a while withdrawn; and juſtly 


conciuded that a prince of the blood, allied to the 


houſe of De Burgo, inveſted with the earldom of 


Ulſter, the lordſhips of Connaught, Clare, Trim, 
and Meath, and the inheritor of a vaſt eſtate in 


ireland, could not fail to ſtrengthen his party by an 


extenſive following in this kingdom. He accepted 
of the office aſſigned to him, but took care that it 
ſhould be attended with all the honour and autho- 


rity which had ever been conferred on the moſt D 


Ciitinguiſhed or his predeceſſors. He ſtipulated 
to hold his government for ten years, to receive the 
whole revenue of Ireland without account, with an 


immediate advance of two thouſand marks, and an 
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annual penſion of two thouſand more from England, 
to be impowered to let the king's lands, to ditpoſe 
of all offices, to levy ſuch forces 2 he ſhould judge 


neceſſary, to name his deputy, and to return at his 


pleaſure. 


His arrival, and appearance in the feat of go- 
vernment, was ſplendid and magnificent. The of- 
ficers of ſtate ſurrounded him with expreſſions of 
extraordinary zeal and devotion; and numbers of 


dependents from his own lands (eſpecially of Meath, 


where his patrimonial rights had been beſt rreſerv- 
ed) crowded to a court where all were received 
with a conciliating addreſs and condeſcenſion. He 
entertained every party with equal kindneſs, without 
declaring openly for any. His obliging deportment 
engaged their affections, his prudence and caution 
moderated their violence. With the dignity of a 
prince of the blood royal, he united the eaſe and 
affected cordiality of an aſſociate and kinſman of 
the Iriſh ſubjects; and this people, whoſe jealouſics 
had too often becn awakened by the neglect of for- 
mer governors, and their indignation rouſed by 
contempt, were captivated by a prince who treated 
them agreeably to their own ideas of their merits 
and conſequence. Among the great rival lords, 
Ormond was known to be remarkably attached to 
the reigning prince: yet he too was received by the 
new governor with the reſpect and attention due 
to his exalted rank. His frequent intercourſe with 
the Engliſh court, and the exerciſe of Iriſn govern- 
ment with which he had been repeatedly entruſted, 
had formed him to the manners and deportment of 
ſtation and political buſineſs, inſtructed him in the 
true value of the civilities of the duke, and taught 
him to return them by a like exteriour of reſpect 
and deſerence. Deſmond, who lived retired from 
the ſeat of government, in the rude pride of vaſt 
poſſeſſions and numerous followers, and rather with 
the port of an Iriſn chieftain, than the 3 
0 


„ 
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of an Engliſh ſubjæct, was leſs experienced, and 
of conſ-quence more captivated by the obliging de- 


nicancur of the duke of York. The attentions of 
ſo great a prince were to him more valuable: they 


confirmed his dependents in their notions of the 


grandeur and con:zquence of their lord, and ſwelled 
His own pride; but, with an undefigning confidence, 
lie accepted them as the genuine marks of ſincerity, 


| and returned them by a real, warm, and generous 
attachment. The duke, ſoon after his arrival, had 
an opportunity of ſhewing an equal and impartial 


attention to theſe great rivals. He had a {on born 


in the caſtle of Dublin, George, afterwards the i1]- Davis. 


fated duke of Clarence. Ormond and Deſmond 


were the perſons choſen to be ſponſors to the infant 


prince; an incident which had its full effect on Deſ- 


mond, who, more poſſeſſed with the Iriſh ideas of 


Goſſipred and its ties, was thus confirmed in his at- 


tachment to the duke, but at the fame time fo in- 


toxicated, by what he deemed an extraordinary 
mark of reſpect, that it is ſaid to have encouraged 


him to very dangerous exceſſes of inſolence and 


oppreſſion. 

Tur duke had come to his government, unat- 
tended by any forces; and, whatever repreſenta- 
tions had been made in London, he found no conſi- 
derable enemies to encounter, nor any very extenſive 
commotions to ſuppreſs. The fon of a northern 
chieftain, called Mac-Eochaghan, either from a 


defire to avenge ſome wrongs, or from the impe- 


tuoſity of youthful valour, had indeed riſen up, 
and made an inroad into Meath, attended with con- 
ſiderable depredations. This incident was 


ſented by the duke in a letter to the earl of Saliſ- 
bury, his brother-in-law, as highly alarming and 
formidable; and the king urgently entreated to 
haſten the ſtipulated remittances to his lieutenant, 
that the ſtate of Ireland might not be entirely ruin- 
ed. But when the duke came to lead the royal 
| army 


35 


re- Campion. 
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army againſt this invader, the danger was readily 
yo A treaty was propoſed and accepted by 
York, which, with a ſpirit of equity and juſtice, he 
ſoon conducted to an iſſue ſatisfactory to both par- 
ties; and the Iriſh chieftain returned to his reſi- 
dence, contented with boaſting to his rude follow- 
ers, that he had given peace to the king's heute- 
nant. 
In theſe federal tranſactiors with the native 
Iriſh, he was purpoſedly ftudious to recommend 
himſelf to their favourable opinion, by moderation 
and impartial juſtice. To the ſul jects he was 
equally careful to expreſs his zcal and ſolicitude for 
their welfare, by repairing and erecting caſtles for 
the defence of their ſettlements, . and by reviving 
and enforcing ſuch inſtitutions as might remed) 
thoſe diſorders, and correct thoſe abuſes which had 
Ir. Stat. been the ſubject of popular complaint. In a parlia- 
28 H. VIment convened at Dublin, a new law was enacted 
reſtraining the number of idle and diſorderly follow- 
ers, hitherto entertained by the marchers and other 
lords, notwithſtanding repeated prohibitions. It 
ordains, that no lord ſhall entertain more horſe or 
footmen, than he can ſupport without burden to 
his neighbours, and that the names of all thoſe who 
form his retinue ſhall be returned to the magiſtrates 
of his county or borough: that all coyne, coſherings, 
and other arbitrary exactions be utterly aboliſhed; 
and that the violgtion of this ſtatute, in any part, 
ſhall be adjudged and puniſhed as felony As 
prevent the frequent harrafling of the ſubject 3 in a 
time of ſuſpicion and diſorder, when complaints 
Rot. Can. Were raſhly or infidiouſly made, and too readily re- 
Hib, ceived, it was enacted in the fame parliament, that 
the 


* « But to the end that ſome meanes might be raiſed to 
*« noriſh ſome forces for defence of the pale, by another 
*« ate of parliament everie twenty pound land was charged 


*« with the furniſhing and maintenance of one archer on 
„ horſe-backe.”” Davis. 


V 
* 
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the proſecutor ſhould give ſecurity to pay the juſt 
damagcs, if it ſhould appear that the defendant had 
been wrongfully accuſed ; that bail ſhould be ac- 
cepted, and theaggrieved party ailowed his ſuit for 
falſe impriſonment. It was not only declared law- 
ful to kill every man found robbing or deſpoiling 
the ſubject; but a reward was to be levied on the 
diſtrict in which ſuch ſervice was performed. And 
for the more effectual and impartial adminiſtration 
of juſtice, it was enacted, that the officers of ſtate 
ſhould grant no privilege, but to their menial ſer- 
vants. In another parliament held at Drogheda, 
ſome further ſtatutes were enacted, more eſpecially 
to prevent grievances in the proceedings of law, 
To ſtrengthen the government of the duke, an act 
cf reſumption was here paſted of lands and offices; 
and to enable him to reſiſt the enemy without load- 
ing the ſubje& with heavy ſubſidies, he was em- 
powered to proclaim the royal ſervice, and demand 
the attendance of all the king's ſubjects, notwith- 
ſtanding a late ſtatute which had forbidden ſuch pro- 
clamation to be made within ten years enſuing. And 
ſo favourable was this aſſembly to the earl of Or- 
mon and his intereſts, that an addreſs of thanks 
was voted to the king for his late protection and 
generous acquittal of this earl from the groundleſs 


and malicious accuſations of his enemies. 


WiLe the duke of York thus adminiſtered his**? * 


government in Ireland, in ſuch a manner as to re- 
commend himſelf to popular favour, and encreaſe 
the number of his adherents, the partizans of his 
family in England were induftrious to enflame the 
diſcontents conceived againſt the queen and her mi- 
niſter, and to improve every incident to the pur- 
poſes of his faction. The proſecution, and death 
of the duke of Suffolk (the violent effect of diſcon- 
tent too juſtly conceived, and induftriouſly foment- 
ec) ireed him from a powerful adverſary. The 
progreſ. of Cade, who aſſumed the popular name 

of 


31 H. VI 
Rot. Tur 
Berm. 
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ot Mortimer, and led his male- contents through a 

courle of moſt alarming extravacancies, had diſco- 
vered the diſpoſitions of the people to the houſe of 
Vork; und it was (poſſibly with good reaſon) ſup- 
pou tit this lriſnman had been fecretly employ ed 
dy the duke for that very purpoſe. At court it vias 


without reſerve alledged, that Tork had raiſed this 


!farretion, was forming deſigns againſt the king, 
and intended to lead an Iriſn army into England in 
order to dethrone him. Letters were diſpatched to 
thc ſheriffs of Cheſhire, Shropihire, and Wales, 
notifying the traiterous intentions of the duke, and 
directing them to oppoſe his landing. Such raſh 
declarations of the fears and {afpicions of the court, 
taught the people to enquire into the grounds and 
reaſons of this procedure, and to examine the pre- 


tenſions of the duke. To him they afforded a fair 


pretence of returning into England, to juſtify his 


conduct, and to guard againſt the deſigns of his 
malicious enemies; and both he and his faction, 
when they found their ſchemes ſuſpected, became 
the more determined and the leſs cautious. The 
duke embarked, eluded the oppoſition on the coaſt 
of Wales, and foon appearcd in London, but with- 
cut any army, and with ſuch a train as could give 
no fair or plauſible cauſe of complaint. 

Ir doth not appear what particular provifions 
this prince made at his departure for the adminiſ- 
tration of Iriſh government. It ſeems highly extra- 
ordinary that *e ſhould conſtitute the earl of Or- 
mond his deputy, a noted partizan of the houſe of 


Lancaſter, and about this time honoured with the 


additional earldom of Wilts, And yet we find this 
earl ſummoning a parliament at Drogheda, under 


Fat. Rol. the title of deputy to the duke, and ſoon after crea- 
ted lord heutenant of Ireland by the king; and, as 


his preſence was neceſſary in England, he conſti- 
tuted the archbiſhop of Armagh his deputy. But 
ſuch were the diſorders, or ſuch the apprehenſions 


fions 
aini{- 
xtra- 
. 


h the 
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nder 


crea- 
1d, as 


onſti- 
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ariſing from the appointment of an eecleſiaſtic to a 
government which required military abilities, that 
the earl ſoon received the king's command to return 
to Ireland; where, after a few inconſiderable ex- 


A. D. 


curſions to correct the diſorders of the antient na- 1452. 
tives, he died, and the adminiſtration devol ved on Ann. 


Sir Edward Fitz-Euftace, a warlike knight, and 
fitted for a government which required activity and 
vigour“. 
encouraged the native Iriſh to ſeveral petty quarels: 
the death of the earl of Ormond enflamed their 
ſ>irits ſtill more violently. Innumerable incurſions, 
and expeditions in different quarters of the iſland, 
are recorded by their annalifts, which neither deſerve 
nor admit of a detail. The lords of the Engliſh 


ace, who were attached to the crown, exerted 


The abſence of the duke of York had 


Ferbis, 


MS. 


themſelves againſt the remoter inſurgents, while 


the deputy himſelf was employed to reftrain the 
violences exerciſed in Leinſter. O'Connor, the 


turbulent Iriſh chieſtain of O'Fally, had alarmed 


the deputy by an inroad into the diſtrict of Kildare. 
He was ſurprized by Fitz-Euſtace, and his troop 
put to the rout. The chiettain, in endeavouring 
to eſcape from his purſuers, fell from his horſe; 
his ſon, the companion of his danger, ftopt, and 
remounted him ; but unhappily, the father fell a 
ſecond time to the ground. A generous conteft 
was now commenced between the father and ſon, 
which of them ſhould be reſi 


the enemy. The youth urgently preſſed his father 
Vor. Il. " to 
On the apparent r=conciliation of the king and. duke of 


York, and the retiring of the duke to Wales, he ſeems to have 
been reſtored to his Iriſh government, or at leaſt acknowledged as 
the regular vice-gerent ; tor in a patent of thirty-firſt of Henry 
the ſixth, dated the tweltth of Auguſt, the king ſtiles Pitz Eu- 
ſtace deputy of our dearly beloved couſin Richard, duke of York, 
lord lieutenant of our land of Ireland. He was afterwards inveſt- 


'Y <4 with this office, by virtue of the duke's commiſſion, bearing 
date the twenty- third of April, in the thirty-ſecond of Henry the 


fixth, Rot. Tur. Berm, 


gned to the mercy of 
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to take his horſe, to leave him to his fate, and to 
ſeizethe preſent moment of providing for his own 
ſafety. The father obſtinately refuſed ; command- 
ed his fon to fly, and was quickly made priſoner 
but as it appeared that he had taken arms merely 
for the ſake of prey, not with any deliberate pur- 
poſe of oppoſition to Engliſh government, he was 
releaſed without any injury. 

Tux chieftains of the north were ſtil] more tur- 
bulent, and required greater force and ſeverer exe- 
cution to ee their violences. The ſept of O'Naal 
was ever the moſt jealous and moſt impatient of the 
Engliſh power, as the dominion of the crown of 

land was regarded as an uſurpation of the claims 
of royalty, which their own native lord never had 
reſigned. They had indeed gradually diſpoſſeſſed 
the Engliſh from ſeveral of the moſt valuable ſet- 
tic:nents in Ulſter ; but fince the Scottiſh invaſion, 
in the reign of Edward the ſecond, they had not 
been able to form any ſcheme of general inſurrec- 
tion. Temporary excurſions and marauding expe- 
ditions they had frequently made; and now, having 
intelligence of fome Engliſh veſſels failing from the 
port of Dublin, they fitted out a fleet of barks, 


attacked them in their paſſage, rifled them, made 


the paſſengers their priſoners, among whom was 
the archbiſhop of Dublin, and returned laden with 
their ſpoil, and exulting in their ſucceſs. The a- 
larm of this enterprize, ſoon reached the Engliſh, 
yet reſident in the north, was conveyed to Dublin, 
and a force quickly raiſed to chaſtiſe theſe pirates. 
Several of the Iriſh chieftains of Ulſter, united 
with the fon of O'Nial, who boldly marched againſt 
his invaders, and threatened the Engliſh with a 
war more formidable than they had for ſome time 
experienced. An engagement, however, fought 
at Ardglaſs, and for ſome time obſtinately main- 
tained, at length ended in the total diſcomfiture of 
the northern Iriſh. Their general was * 

er, 
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| ſoner, and ſeveral of his aſſociates were lain, with 


five or fix hundred of inferior note; a ſeaſonable 
mortification to theſe turbulent ſepts, which con- 
fined them to their own local conteſts, and left the de- 
puty at leiſure to attend to the regulation of go- 


vern ment. He ſoon after ſummoned a parliament 


at Dublin, in which all ſtatutes, enacted in Eng- 
land, againſt ſuing proviſions at Rome, were made 


of force in Ireland; another ſtatute was enacted to - : _ 


prevent coroners from harrafling and detaining ju-;,;4. 


rors, who, on inquiſition for murder, return that 
they know not the perpetrator ; and a third to pro- 


1 
Tuis attention to the rights of the crown, and 
the eaſe and convenience of the ſubject, cloſed the 


1 adminiſtration of Fitz-Euſtace. The affairs of 


England became gradually more and more embroil- 
ed. The total loſs of all the French dominions, 
ſo mortifying to popular vInity, enflamed the ge- 
neral diſcontent; and the birth of a young prince 
taught the Lorkiſts the immediate neceſſity of im- 
proving them. Duke Richard iſſued from his re- 
treat, and, under pretence of the king's indiſ- 
poſition, was by the parliament appointed protec- 
tor and lieutenant of the realm. The oppoſite 


faction endeavoured to wreſt this power from his 


hands. The conteſt came at length to be decided 


by arms; the victory of St. Alban's gave the duke 


poſſeſſion of the king's perſon, and the whole au- 


thority of the crown; he determined to ſtrengthen 
his intereft in Ireland; Fitz-Euſtace was removed 
and the reins of government entruſted to the earl 


F | of Kildare whoſe family had formed a ftri& con- 


nexion with the duke of York duting his reſidence 
in Ireland, and were ſtill the partizans and aſſertors 
of his cauſe, as well as the rivals of Ormond, 
whole attachment to king Henry was equally a- 
vowed. A nobleman, one of the moſt powerful 


D 2 . and 


hibit appeals to England, except in caſes of trea- 


Cotton. 


of ſome of the moſt powerful lords among the 


although the commotion was at firſt ſo confiderable 
as to occaſion an application to the throne, yet it 


againſt the influence of the popular viceroy. He 
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and diſtinguiſhed friends to his brethren of Engliſh 
race, whoſe houſe had been their great ſupport a- 

inſt all the weight and all the oppreſſions of the 
ater and more favoured party ſent from England 
to the various departments of adminiftration, prov- 
ed an acceptable and fucceſsful governor. The 
deaths of ſeveral native Iriſh chieftains, as well as 


degenerate Engliſh, contributed to the eaſe of his 
government, and the tranquillity of the ftate. He 
ruled unmolefted except from ſome inſurrections 
of the Butlers, who joined with ſome Iriſh chiefs, 
and attempted to diſturb his government. But 


was ſoon ſuppreſſed, and the deputy left at liberty 
to enact laws, for the ſpace of four years, till new 
revolutions in the affairs of England diſmiſſed him 
from his charge. 
Taz ſpirit of MAgaret renewed the conteſts 
with the Yorkifts, which, after an affected recon- 1 
citation, broke out again; and at Blore-Heath, | 
near Staffordſhire, duke Richard was betrayed, 
defeated, and driven for ſhelter into Ireland. He 
was here received not as a fugitive, but with all 
the marks of deference due to a chief governor, 
and all the warmth of affection which his former 
conduct had excited; and while his adherents were 
proclaimed rebels and traitors, and he himſelf for- 
mally attainted in a parliament held at Coventry, 
the body of Iriſh ſubjects declared almoſt unani- * 
mouſly in fayour of his cauſe, and zealouſly refolv- © 
ed to ſupport it with their lives. The vengeance 7 
of the crown, though it could not reach the duke, 
yet purſued ſome of kis party into Ireland. Writs 
were ſent over to ſeize and bring them to juſtice. i 
But here theking's authority proved of little weight i 


not only controuled the execution of theſe writs, 
but 
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but had the addreſs to prevail upon an Iriſh par- 
liament to enact a law, declaring that it had been 


ever cuſtomary, in their land, to receive and en- 


tertain ſtrangers with due ſupport and hoſpitality, 
that the cuſtom was good and laudable, and that 1, Stat. 
it ſhould be deemed high-treaſon for any perſon, 10H. VI. 
under pretence of any writs, privy ſeals, or other c. 7. 
authority, to attach or diſturb the perſons fo ſup- 
ported or entertajaed. Nor was this law, evident- 
ly dictated by the extreme violence of faction, ſuf- 
fered to lie dormant. An agent of the earl of Or- 

mond, who probably was totally unacquainted with 
it, ventured into Ireland to attach ſome of thoſe 
now called rebels, by virtue of the king's writ, but 
was inſtantly ſeized, condemned and executed, as 

Bor the temper of the Iriſh ſubjects. and the 

policy of the duke of York, will appear more ful- 
ly by an abſtract of ſome laws pafled in the Iriſh 
parliament immediately after his return. 

Tu aſſembly in the firſt place aſſumed the power 

of confirming the patent made to the duke, conſti- 
tuting him lieutenant of Ireland for ten years. 
They enacted, that if any perſon ſnould imagine, 
compaſs, or excite his deſtruction, or death, and fat. an. 
for this purpoſe confederate with the Iriih, or any 3 H. vi. 
other perſons, they ſhould be attainted of high- 
treaſon. By an act calculated to guard the duke 
and his adherents from all the attempts of his ene- 
mies in England, they declared in the fulleſt man- 


: ner, that Ireland is, and always has been, incor- 
27 porated within itſelf, by ancient laws and cuſtoms, 
and is only to be governed by ſuch laws, as by the 


lords and commons of the land, in parliament af- 
ſembled, have been adviſed, accepted, affirmed, 
and proclaimed : that by cuſtom privilege, and 
franchiſe, there has ever been a royal ſeat peculiar 
to Ireland, to which alone the ſubj 


| jects are fo pay 
obedience : that this realm hath alſo its conſtable 


_—_ 
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and mar hal, before whom all appeals are finally 


determinable; yet as orders have been of late iſ- 
ſued under another ſeal, and the ſubjects ſummon- 
ed into England to proſecute their ſuits before a 
foreign juriſdiction, to the great grievance of the 
ople, and in violation of the rights and franchiſes 
of the lard, they ena, that for the future no per- 
ſons ſhall be obliged by any commandment, under 
any other ſeal but that of Ireland, to anſwer any 
appeal, or any other matter, out of the ſaid land, 
and that no officer to which fuch commandment 
may come, ſhall put the fame into execution, under 
the penalty of forfeiture of goods and chattels, and 
one thouſand marks, half to be paid to the king, 
and the other to the proſecutor ; ard further, that 
all appeals of treaſon in Ireland be determinable be. 
fore the conſtable and marſhal of Ireland, and in 
no other place. 
To give the final ſtroke to all oppoſers of the 
preſent Irith government, and effectually to intimi- 
date all the partizans of Henry, this act is cloſed 
with a proviſion truly formidable; That if any 
« perſon ſhall appeal any other perſon, within the 
land of Ireland, and the matter be found falſe, 
that the proſecutor ſhall ſuffer death, and that no 
<* pardon in this caſe ſhall ſerve him.” They alſo 
took care effectually to encourage the uſe of the 
Engliſh bow, by enacting that every man, for ev 
twenty pounds of lands or other poſſeſſions whi 
he enjoyed in Ireland, ſhould entertain an archer ar- 
rayed and horſed after the Engliſh manner, a pro- 
viſion apparently deſigned to oppoſe the Iriſh, but 
really calculated for the purpoſes of the duke, and 
to maintain his quarrels in another kingdom. To 
crown all their partiality to this favourite governor, 
they declare all licences of abſence void, the lands 
of 2 abſentees forfeited, and conclude with a _ 
tion of all grants from the firſt year of this preſent j 
reign. Some further attempts made by the royal 


2 
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party to ſeize the perſon of the duke cud ſome of 
his adherents, only ſerved to rouſe the indignation 
of his partizans in the Iriſh parliament, and expoſe 
the agents to their vengeance. And by thus mix- 
ing in the conteſts of England, the Iriſh ſubjects 
were flattered into an opinion of their own conſe- 
quence, and even their vanity ſerved toenflame their 
zeal. Edward, earl of Marche, ſon to duke Rich- 
ard, had followed his father into Ireland; and here 
being informed of the armament preparing by the 
earls of Warwick and Saliſbury, he repaired to theſe 
lords at Calais, and with them "ton effected a deſcent 
on England. Their victory at Northampton once 
more called the duke of York from Ireland ; on 
which occafion the attachment of his adherents in 


this country was eminently diſplayed. They at-DPavis. 


tended him in great numbers, with the moſt violent p. 


profeſſions of reſolution and fidelity. The diftri& Bast. | 


of Meath in particular was almoſt exhauſted of its 
Engliſh inhabitants, who enabled Richard. to appear 
in London at the head of a t and formidable 
He was declared ſucceflor to Henry in a 
parliament ſurrounded and intimidated by his unit- 
ed forces. Margaret, that intrepid and indefatiga- 
ble princeſs, prepared to oppoſe him. He haſtened 
to ſuppreſs the rifing diſorder, but found it already 
too powerful for his arms. With five thouſand men 
moſtly compoſed of his Iriſh followers, he was en- 
countered at Wakefield by twenty thouſand, and in 
this unequal conteſt fell, with numbers of his ad- 
herents, upon the field of battle. 
Tux conſequences of this fatal action to the Eng- 
iſh intereſt in Ireland, were but too quickly per- gag 


a final determination of the Engliſh 
poſſeſs himſelf of the ds which 
by the Engliſh, or were indefenſible 
by 6 their weakneſs, ſo as ually to circumſcribe 
the bounds of x Engliſh province. Meath was 


4 Aeſolated 


ceived by the old natives. They e wy it as Fendi, 


A nn. 
Ferbis. 
S. 


in which their chieftains were involve 
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deſolated by incurſions from Leinſter and the North; 
and, in a ſtate of anarchy and public conſternation, 
the only method to ſecure peace and protection, 
was to treat with the turbulent Iriſh chieftains as 
* The inſurgents of Leinſter received 
their penſions, and conſented to lay down their 
arms. The ſame method of pacification was par- 
ſued in other quarters of the jfland. O' Nial in the 
North, O'Brien and Mac-Arthy in the South, and 
other chieftains, received annual tributes from their 
Engliih n=ighbours. Their pride was fully gra 
tified by what they deemed the great mark * 
vereignty; and the Engliſh, as a particular ſept, 


were ſuffered to live unmoleſted, under the protec- 


tion of other particular ſepts, who purſued their 


own private conteſts undifturbed, with a faſtidious 
diſregard to the affairs of the Saxoxs (as they 
were called. ) 

Ir is indeed generally imagined and repreſented, 
that the bloody wars between the families of Lan- 
caſter and Y = had a violent and dangerous effect 
upon the native Iriſh in exciting them to a general 
con federacy, and raifing their whole powers againſt 


the Engliſh pale. But we have from their own an- 


naliſts, more particular accounts of the tranſactions 


of the diſtinguiſhed ſepts, at this period, than theſe 


jejune remains uſually afford. And had any con- 


fiderable attempts been made againſt the Engliſh, 
theſe writers would have gloried in diſplaying them. 
They tell us indeed of ſome petty in ſurrections 
againſt particular ſettlements of the Engliſh and 
record, with triumph, that they were averted by 
the payment of tribute. But they are particular in 
relating the conteſts, invaſions, and engagements, 

ki with each 
other, which are generally fo futile, and ſometimes 
ſo horrid, as to raiſe no ſuſpicion of art or fallacy 
in their annaliſts. The repreſentations made in 
England of this people and their conduct, were ge- 


nerally 


Ch. 2. SNELL YT WW 


nerally falſe and intereſted, to magnify the zeal of 


the great lords, to procure remittances for a chief 
governor, or to conceal the offences and irregula- 
rities of either. The Engliſh vicegerents, even of 
the very beſt diſpoſitions, were kept in ignorance 


during their reſidence, and ſhut up in the ſeat of 


government from any knowledge of the native 


2 Triſh, or any general intercourſe even with the moſt 
peaceable among them. They received their infor- 


mation through corrupted channels: it was tranſ- 


mitted and believed. But the truth is, that the 
conteſts for the crown of England during this pe- 
riod of carnage, had its principal effect, in Ireland, 
on the great lords entruſted with the adminiſtra- 
tion or poſſeſſed of power and influence Vicege- 
rents unnoticed, and unreſtrained by the throne, 
were tempted to exerciſe their authority with an 
intemperate and unjuft ſeverity. Slight pretences, 
or falſe repreſentations, ſerved for loading the ſub- 
jets with oppreſſive taxes. Different parliaments 
were ſummoned at the interval of a few months, 
and repeated ſubſidies impoſed, without neceſſity, 
and beyond the abilities of the peo le. A griev- 
ance ſo flagrant and ſo ſevere, that by a law made 
in the thirty- fourth year of the preſent reign, it was 
forbidden to hold more than one parliament in a 
year; and if the chief governor ſhould iſſue his 
writs for ſummoning another within the year, it 
was enacted, that the perſons ſummoned might 
without peril refuſe to appear, and that the acts of 
ſuch a parliament ſhould be void. The law, how- 


ever, was but temporary, to continue for three 


years. The great lords, who were ever rivals to 
each other, were at the ſame time leſs reſtrained; 
and by mixing in the conteſts of England enflam- 
ed their reſentments, and were ready to ruſſi againſt 
each other in all the phrenzy of political and per- 
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Intelligence received of the depoſition of king Ah the 
ſixth. — Kildare chief governor. —Is removed. Fitz 
Euſtace deputy to the duke of Clarence —Death of 
the earl of Ormond.— His brother ſeeks refuge in 
Ireland. — His faction riſes againſt the government of 
the new king. —Defeated by the pa of Deſmond. 
Power and pride of this lord —He is created 
lord deputy. — Marches againſt the in ſurgents —[s 
taken priſoner, and reſcued His eaemies take ad- 
vantage of bis diſgrace. —His quarrel with the biſhop 
of Meath.—His parkament.—Their partiality to 
the deputy. —His departure to England. Returns 
to his government in triumph — Marriage of king 
Edward the cauſe of the earb's ruin. —Tiptoft, po. 
of Worceſter, lord deputy. —Deſmond diſgraced — 
His adherents proſecuted in parhament — Aft of al. 
tainder againſt the Geraldines.— Deſinond beheaded. 
Earl of Kildare reftored by the king. Iuveſted with 
the government of Bala —Obſequious compliances 
of Iriſh parliaments.—Inſtitutions of the Fraternity 
of Saint George.—Revival of the houſe of Ormond. 
— Kildare removed from the government.—Suddenly 
_ reſtored — Refuſes to deliver the fword to lord Grey. 
Public confuſion. — Rival parliaments and councils. 
— Kildare reſtored to the government. —King Ed- 
ward 5 inſtructions for the adminiſtrations of Ireland. 
Encreaſing power of Kildare. — Hlis alliance with 
Conn O'Niat — His influence during the reigns of 
Edward the fifth and Richard the third, 


"HEN the firſt commotion in Ireland, raiſed 

by the fatal action of Wakefield, had once 

ſubſided, the king's council proceeded to exerciſe 

mo Can. their ancient right of electing a governor until the 
Ed. Iv. royal Pleafure ſhould be known, and on this ® 
n 
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ſion demonſtrated their affection to the houſe of 
Vork; for Thomas, earl of Kildare, was choſen 
lord juſtice, and by virtue of his appointment, im- 
mediately ſummoned a parliament at Dublin. It, p. 
was prorogued , intelligence arrived that Henry 1461. 


had already been depoſed, and Edward the fourth 


ſeated on the throne of England : two further pro- 

rogations were deemed neceffary : In the mean — Can. 

time Kildare was confirmed in his ſtation by patent Ed. IV. 

from the new king; and the acts of his adminiſ- | 

tration exerciſed in the name of Henry the fixth, ; Ed. IV. 

were afterwards confirmed and ratified in the Iriſh 

parliament. His commiſſion was however ſpeedily 

ſuperſeded by the appointment of George, duke 

of Chimes to the lieutenancy of Ireland for life. 

To reward the adherents of the reigning family, pax. 2. 

in this kingdom, Sir Rowland Fitz-Euftace, lord Ed. IV. 

treaſurer, was created baron of Portleſter, and Sir 

Robert Barnwall, baron of Trimbleſton ; the firſt 

of theſe was entruſted with the adminiſtration of 
vernment, as deputy to the king's brother; and 

y the a&s of his parliament, appears to have con- 

ducted himſelf with a laudable attention to the eaſe 

and ſecurity of the ſubje&s, and to the correction Rot. 2 

of the uſual abuſes and diſorders of theſe early — 

F Taz earl of Ormond, who had been one of the , p 


firſt victims to the revenge of the triumphant York- 1462. 


iſts, was attainted and executed upon a ſcaffold. 
Thelriſhparliament, echoing the ſentiments of their 
aſſociates in England, and eager to expreſs their Rot. 2 
loyalty and affection to the king, paſſed an act for Ed. IV. 
the attainder of the late dukes of Somerſet an 
Exeter, John, late lord of Roſſe, James, late lord 
of Wilts and Ormond, John de Ormond knight, 
Thomas de Ormond, and many others of the fa- 
mily of Butler, for adhering to the king's enemies 
Yet this could not deter Sir John, brother and heir". 
of the late earl, from making trial of the ſtrength xls 
9 
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and attachment of his Iriſh adherents. He fled into 
Munſter, from the fury of his enemies, with no 
inconſiderable train of followers from England, 
who, in the deſperate ftate of the Lancaftrian inter- 
eſts, ſought refuge under his protection, in a coun- 
try where the name of Ormond could till call ta- 
gether a numerous bady of dependents. Theſe 
flocked round him on his union, profeſſed the moſt 
ardent zeal for his ſervice, and ſoon flattered him 
into an opinion, that he was pawerful enough ta 
bid defiance to the uſurper's Iriſh deputy, and to 
aſſert his own rights as well as thoſe af the dethron- 
ed king. Hoſtilities were thus commenced, which 
Fitz-Euftace might have found it difficult to repel, 
had not the earl of Deſmond been zealous to take 
arms againſt the enemies of his royal maſter, and 
the rivals of his houſe. He collected his followers, 
to the number of twenty-thouſand (if we may be- 
+ lieve the declarations of parliament) and, without 
demanding any aſſiſtance from government, march 
ed againſt the inſurgents, truſting for the ſupport 
of his army, to the "uſual method of arbitrary im- 
poſition, which the ſevereſt legal reſtraints never 
could 2boliſh. His conduct, however, which ap- 
pears not to have been equal to his ſpirit, gave the 
advantage, for a while, to the Ormondians. His 
brother Gerald was made their priſoner; they pierced 
into Leinfter, and poſſeſſed themſelyes of Wexford : 
but, agrecably to the romantic uſage of their time, 
inſtead of gradually purſuing their advantage, they 
raſhly accepted the challenge and defiance of Del 
mond, and conſented to engage in a pitched battle. 
Here they were to encounter numbers much ſupe- 
rior to their own; and had the mortification to re. 
cerve a fignal overthrow. They were driven from 
their conqueſts, and vigourouſly purſued into their 
own territories. Kilkenny, and others of their towns 
were ſeized and plundered, the lands of their ad- 
| herents w:re expoſed to the ſevereſt military exe- 


cution; 3 
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cution ; and although they had received a rein- 
forcement from England, they ſtill found it neceſ- 
ſary to ſhelter n from the rage of a victo- 
rious enemy, in their diſtant forts and moſt inac- 
ceſſible ſtations. 


Sven was the ſucceſs of the only effort made in 


Ireland to oppoſe the prevailing faction of York. 


The triumphant Deſmond was now appointed lord 


deputy, in reward of his diſtinguiſhed ſervice, and 
thus united the authority of government to his own 
perſonal conſequence. The inexperienced young 
lord (for ſuch he was) grew giddy with ſucceſs and 


exaltation. The Iriſh natives and degenerate Eng- Ann. 


1 


liſh, their aſſociates, crowded round him in confi- Ferbis. 


derable numbers, more from attachn:ent to his per- 


ſon, than reſpect to his commiſſion; fo that, as if 


ſtill on his oven lands, he had his motley train of 
followers, and ſupported the appearance of a prince 
or leader of a ſept. | 
were provoked at the ſucceſs of his arms, and mor- 
tified at his preſent greatneſs. They watched the 
ſuſpicious parts of his conduct with ſeverity, and 
:nduſtriouſly whiſpered their jealouſies. To em- 
bolden them to propagate this diſaffection, they 
had the malignant ſatisfaction of obtaining new 
pretences for complaint. The ſept of Melachlin, 
the ruling Iriſh family of Meath, had, on ſome 
real or pretended provocation, been invaded by 
Petit, one of the moſt ancient Engliſh ſettlers in 
this diftrit , and in revenge of his depredations 
roſe up in arms. Altows they were powerful 
enough to oblige Petit to atone for his offence, by 
an extraordinary compoſition, yet their incurfions 
once provoked, could not be immediately repreſſed. 


Particular parties {till continued their ravages, and 


by ſucceſs ſoon became conſiderable enough to com- 
mand the attention of the lord deputy. He col- 
lected ſome forces and marched againft the plun- 
derers, with a contempt of their power. But the 
neighbouring 


But the enemies of his houſe 


Ann, 
Ferbis. 
MS, 
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neighbouring clans flew to their aſſiſtance with ſuch 
ſpeed, that inſtead of diſperſing they gave Deſmond 


battle, and with ſuch ſucceſs, that his troops were 


totally routed, and he himſelf, with ſeveral of his 
moſt diſtinguiſhed followers, became their pri- 
ſoners. 


Tux Iriſh were diſpoſed to treat Deſmond with 


the reſpect uſually paid to one of their own great 
chieftains; and happily, that fon of O Connor of 
O'Fally, who on a former occaſion diſplayed fo ge 


nerous a concern for the ſafety of his father, con 
| fidered the noble priſoner as his kinſman by foſter- 


age, or ſome of thoſe artificial bands of connexion, 
held fo facred by his countrymen, and which, in 
deſpite of laws, had in ſeveral inſtances united them 
with Engliſh families. He had now a fair occaſion 
to repay the indulgence ſhewn to his father; and 
he had generoſity to embrace it. He conveyed 
Deſmond (his brother, as he called him) to a place 
of ſecurity, and diſmiſſed him with a conſiderable 
number of his followers. But although he was 
enabled by this mortifying act of kindneſs to regain 
the ſeat of government, yet ſuch was his weakneſs 
and conſternation, that the enemy was encouraged 
to colle& from different quarters round the helpleſs 
ſettlers of Meath, and to ravage them without con- 
troul; while the ſept of O'Brien iflued from the 


South, and croſſing the Shannon, in a formidable 


body, ravaged and expelled the Engliſh ſettlers of 
Muniter, praiſed — with he Iriſh of Lein- 
ſter, and ſeemed on the point of forming a general 
confederacy with theſe, as well as the inſurgents of 

rial and Breffney, fo as to overwhelm the whole 
Engliſh pale. Deſmond had no other method of 
averting the danger but that of a treaty with his 
enemies. The chieftain, O'Brien, was left in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a conſiderable part of his conqueſts, and 
an annual tribute of fixty marks ſecured to him 
from the citizens of Limerick: and having thus 
provided 
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uch provided for his own particular intereſts, the real 
ond 1 object of his attention, he returned to his uſual re- 
ere ſidence, in all the pride of an Iriſh prince, 2 
his his countrymen to make the like compoſitions wi 


pri- _ Engliſh government. 5 

Sven mortifications naturally diminiſhed the 
with conſequence and popularity of Deſmond, and af- 
forded matter of particular triumph to his enemies. 
They now prog againſt his adminiftration with 
les reſerve, his ſuſpicious intercourſe with the Iriſh, 
his illegal and oppreſſive exactions upon the Eng- 
liſn, for the ſupport of inglorious expeditions, his 
pride and affectation of royalty, his precipitate 
weakneſs in war, his diſgraceful compoſitions with 
the enemy; and while they aff- ted to lament the 
misfortunes arifing from his miſconduct, ſecretly 
= exulted over his declining greatneſs. An accident 
ſoon conveyed their complaints to the ear of Deſ- 


bourhood of Dublin, in which nine of his follow- 
ers were ſlain. The biſhop of Neath was repre- 
# ſented as the inſtigator of this quarrel, and the ut- 
| moſt violence of reſentment in conſequence de- 
nounced againſt him by the deputy. The prelate 
3 recriminated with equal warmth, and inveighed 
7 loudly againſt the conduct of the earl. He accuſed 
2 him as the oppreſſor of the ſubje&s, and the vio- 
later of the laws; the deputy, with ſtill greater 
violence, accuſed the prelate of ſedition and diſſoy- 
alty: the quarrel grew by degrees to ſuch — 
| * quence, that each party threatened to lay their 

- complaints before the throne: the biſhop firſt ſent 
his agents into England to make ſuch repreſenta- 


while Deſmond was employed in holding a parlia-** 


ment, repaired to the court of Edward. 
I this firſt parliament convened by Deſmond at 
Wexford, we find a ſtatute enacted ſecuring the 
I | privilege 


tions as were beſt ſuited to his purpoſes; and then, Jat. 


mond. Among the diſorderd crowds which uſuall, Ann; 


attended him, a petty brawl was raiſed in the neigh- 318. 


3 
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privilege of members, occafioned by a ſuit at law, 
commenced againft Barnwall, a zealous Yorkiſt, and 
calculated expreſsly for his intereſt. That for re- 
gulating fees in the king's courts hath a more equi 
table appearance, and a third for ſuppreſſing elipped 
money, was followed by a new coinage and a new 
regulation, which the poverty of the kingdom had 
rendered neceſſary, whereby every denomination of 
coin was raiſed one fourth above its former value 
and preſent currency in England. The moſt zea- 
lous attachment to the deputy was expreſſed in this 
aſſembly. As he had declared his intentions of re- 
pairing to England, they empowered him to name 
a vicegerent during his abſence. A citizen of 
Drogheda, who, as their act expreſſes it, had 
<< paſſed into England, and there of malice pro- 
« penſe, had 1 earl of Deſmond, 
the king's deputy, for extorting coyne and live- 
1 Fm. 24 of Meath, and was 
of council and fupport to ſeveral traitors and 
rebels, to the great ſlander and rebuke of the 
<* ſaid duputy, was ordered to ſurrender himſelf 
to the conſtable of the caftle of Dublin; and in 
< caſe of default, his lands and goods were de- 
* clared forfeit.” The better to ſupport his go 

vernment, they purſued the ufual method 45 
reſumption of offices: and their long ſeries of fu- 
tile laws was cloſed with an addreſs to the king in 
favour of the earl of Deſmond, in which his ſervi- 
ces againſt the Ormond faction are repreſented in 
the moſt favourable view, and an extraordi: 


inary de- 
gree of merit aſcribed to him, even from his tranſ- 
actions in Meath. While they ſuppreſs the dif- 
graceful part of his military conduct, they dwell 
upon his policy and diſcretion in reduc: e ene- 
and conclude with imploring the 
king's hi to give no faith or credence to any 
accuſersof the earl, but to entruſt the adminiſtration 


of and the revenues of the kingdom, 
dach to his dire@tion. Wirtz 
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Wrra ſuch honourable teſtimonials of his good 
conduct, Deſmond repaired to England, and was 
graciouſly received by the king. His enemies were 
diſcountenanced, and their accuſations diſmiſſed. 


He returned to his government in triumph; and RW 
the pride of royal favour, was leſs cautivus to Ferbis. 
guard againſt the ſecret practices of his enemies, Ms. 


who, however, diſappointed in their attempts, were 
ſtill implacable. His ſhort excurſion ſeems to 
have reformed his notions, and inſpired him with 
ſchemes of polity more favourable to the Engliſh 


intereſt. In his ſubſequent parliament, we find the _ 
ſtatutes particularly calculated not only for the de- 


fence of the pale, but for refining the manners 


of its inhabitants, and forming them by the Eng- 4 h. 
liſh model. The Iriſh permitted to reſide among 1465. 


the Engliſh ſubjects, were obliged to aſſume the 
Engliſh garb and faſhion of the hair, to be ſworn 
3 liege-men to the king within one year, and to take 
3 Engliſh ſurnames. Every inhabitant was bound to 
uſe the eng bow. A conſtable was appointed for 
eve fowp, where butts were to be erected; and 

am ehe age of fixteen to ſixty to be exerciſed 
in archery on every holiday. And to prevent the 
Iriſh d ts from receiving any aſſiſtance or ſup- 
plies from vther countries, all fiſhing on their 
coaſts was abſoluteiy prohibited, unleſs by ſpecial 
licenſe from the king's deputy. 

Bur while the earl thus adminiſtered his govern- 
ment in the full tide of power and proſperity, his 
enemies, far from relenting, were the more enflam- 
ed by their diſappointment; and new incidents at 
the court of England ſerved to give free courſe to 
their virulence, and to precipitate his ruin. The 
marriage of the king with Elizabeth Grey, attach- 
ed him = to her family. Her father, lately 
created earl of Rivers, was to be ſtill further dig- 


niſied with the place of lord high conſtable of 
England; and Tiptoft, earl of Worceſter, who re- 
E. ſigned 
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ſigned it in his favour, was conſoled with the of- 
fice of lord deputy of Ireland, attended with the 
moſt honourable and extenſive powers: an event 
which afforded particular triumph to every adver- 
ſary of the Geraldines. Their rivals for influence 
and authority, the ſecret enemies of the Engliſh 
faction which they eſpouſed, all thoſe who had been 
inſulted by their pride or injured by their power, 
crowded to the new governor on his arrival, in- 
veighed bitterly againſt this aſpiring family, repre- 
ſenting the conduct of their late deputy in the moſt 
offenſive colours, and clamorouſly demanded juſtice 

againſt the lawleſs oppreſſors of the king's ſubjects. 
It was even alledged Deſmond intended to re- 
nounce his allegiance, and to make himſelf inde- 
pendent ſovereign of Ireland: nor was the falſehood 
of this charge detected, until it had already pro- 
duced its effect. Tiptoft was provoked and alarm- 
ed, and liſtened to ſuch accuſations without reſerve. 
Tuxkk is a tradition recorded by the Iriſh, that 
Deſmond had particularly offended the new queen 
by ſome diſreſpectful obſervations on her family, 
which ſo provoked her reſentment that his ſucceſſor 
had ſecret inſtructions to examine ſtrictly into the 
conduct of this earl, and to execute the utmoſt ri- 
gour of the law upon him, ſhould he be found in 
any reſpe& obnoxious to its power. However this 
may be, Tiptoft was certainly diſpoſed to treat him 
with rigour and ſeverity; and the defigns of his 
enemies were ripening to execution. A parliament 
was convened at Dublin, which affected to ſupport 
the intereſts of the crown by more vigorous ordi- 
nances that had uſually been made. It was enact- 
ed, that whereas the liege-people had been hereto- 
fore reduced to pay a tallage called Black-Rent, to 
the Iriſh enemy and Engliſh rebels, ſuch tallage 
ſhould for the future be paid to the king's deputy, 
for the better ſuſtenance of his army; an a& mere- 
ly calculated to reflect diſgrace upon the treaties 
lately 


I. ch. 3. „ 


of- lately made by Deſmond: any attempt to execute 
. 


the jt muſt have produced the moſt deſperate and dan- 
vent Þ gerous inſurrections. Another ſtatute of this par- 
ver- fiament deſerves ſome notice, whatever might have 
ENCE. peen the motive for framing it, as it formally and 
— expreſsly defines the right of dominion in Ireland; 
n 


and reſts the ſovereignty of the crown of England 

WET, on the only foundation which theſe times acknow- 

% m- ledged. In all the indentures of the Iriſh, exe- 

pre. cuted on their ſubmiſſions to the chief governor, 

there is an expreſs proviſion, that in caſe of any 

violation of their compact, they will ſubmit to the 

excommunication of the church. The Iriſh bi- 

ſhops ſituated at a diſtance from the ſeat of go- 

vernment, were not always ready to denounce this 
formidable ſentence againſt their countrymen. Tip- 

# toft, with more of the dignity of ftation than real 

power, procured an ordinance to the following 
—“ Whereas our holy father, Adrian, Stat. 7 

<< pope of Rome, was poſſeſſed of all the ſeignio- 8 W. 

« xy of Ireland, in right of his church, which for 

« a certain rent he alienated to the king of Eng- 

< land and his heirs for ever; by which grant the 

<« ſubjects of Ireland owe their obedience to the 

* king of England, as their ſovereign lord; it is 

therefore ordained, that all archbiſhops and 

Z © biſhops of Ireland, ſhall, upon the monition of 

„ forty days, proceed to the excommunication of 

all diſobedient ſubjects; and if ſuch archbiſhop 

or biſhop be remit in doing their duties, in the 

; premiſes, they ſhall forfeit one hundred pounds.” 

Ihe flatterers of Tiptoft, and the enemies of his 

% predeceflor, affected to exult in ſuch appearances 

of a vigorous adminiſtration; but for the preſents 10, 11. 
3 contented themſelves with proſecuting the friends 

of Deſmond, and diſcharging others who had been 

proſecuted during his government. 
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Tux parliament was adjourned to Drogheda“. 
And here the enemies of the Geraldines gave free 
ſcope to their reſentments. Too powerful and too 
well ſupported to have any occafion for further 
reſerve, they in the firſt place procured an act 
for attainting of treaſon, Thomas earl of Deſ- 
mond, Thomas earl of Kildare, and Edward 
| _ &. Flunket, eſquire, for alliance, foſtering, and al- 
terage with the king's Iriſh enemies, for furniſh- 
ing them with hories, harneſs, and arms, and 
<« ſupporting them againſt the king's ſubjects; de- 
e claring their lands and goods forteit, and that 
* whoever ſhall not diſcover their goods to the earl 
of Worceſter, within fourteen days after the riſ- 
ing of parliament, ſhall be attainted of felony.” 
Kildare was impriſoned, but either contrived to eſ- 
cape, or was afterwards releaſed. Deſmond, rely- 
ing either on his innocence or his power, had the 
hardineſs to repair to the chief governor to juſtify 
his conduct; but to the aſtoniſhment and confuſion 
of his party, was inſtantly brought to the ſcaffold 
and beheaded. The execution of this unhappy 
lord may be regarded as one of the melancholy ei- 
fects of thoſe factious animoſities which ever ſub- 
fiſted among the Iriſh ſubjects of greater rank, and 
by which the Engliſh intereft had been frequently 
endangered. The laws on which he was condemn- 
ed, had neither been uniformly obeyed, nor ſtrictly 
executed. If he had exacted coyne and livery, 
(which, by the way, is not at all urged againſt him 
in the act of attainder) the impoſition had been 
frequently practiſed without queſtion or controul 
and they who in this reſpe& were more obnoxious, 
had not oniy been unimpeached, but enjoyed 


cc 


* Of a number of laws paſſed in this parliament, two onl 
are printed; one of them remarkable. It appoints the Englith 
ſtatute againſt rapes, of the ſixth of Richard the ſecond, to be 
of force in Ireland, and that all flatutes made in England be 
adopted and made current in this kingdom. 
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conſiderable ſhare of royal confidence and favour. 

If he had correſponded with the enemy, the inte- 

reſts of his government might have been pleaded 

for it; and the diſtreſſes and neceſſities of the ſtate, Stat. 
ſuperior to all written laws, might have forced him g Ed. IV 
to ſuch conceſſions, as a malicious interpreter of c. 69. 


dormant ftatutes might have eaſily conſtrued into 
a treaſonable ſupport and aſſiſtance. 


Sou ineffectal attempts were made to revenge 


, | the death of this earl, by Gerrat, one of the ſurviv- 


ing branches of the family of Deſmond, for which 

he was attainted. But the enemies of this houſe 
enjoyed but a ſhort-lived triumph. Kildare, who Stat. 
ha I eſcaped to England, boldly repaired to the king, 3 
urged the injuries done to his family, pleaded their 
ſervices to the crown, and was ſo favourably heard, 

that he received his pardon. The very parliament 

which condemned him, proved fo obſequiouſly ſub- 
mithve to the royal pleaſure, that they paſſed an 

act, reverſing his attainder, and reſtoring him to 

his eſtate and dignity. To complete his triumph, 

he was ſoon after conſtituted lord deputy, in the ; 
room of Tiptoft, who was called away by the dil- 

orders of England, and there ſuffered by the ſame 
ſentence which he had executed upon the earl! 


of Deſmond. | 


Tus Geraldines were thus once more conſtituted, 
and for ſome time continued the ruling family 


among the Engliſh ſubjects. The new deputy, as A. D 
_ uſual, ſummoned his parliament, eaſily compoſed, 147®: 


as he directed, and ready to echo the dictates of his 
paſſions. They began with condemning and reverſ- 5 f. _ 
ing ſome ordinances made in the ſeſſions of the earl EA. IV. 
of Worceſter; and in particular repealed all acts in 
prejudice to the earl of Kildare. They declared, 
that whoever ſhall ſecrete or refuſe to give intelli- Stat. 13 
gence of the goods belonging to the late deputy, Ed. IV. 
ſhall be outlawed, and theſe goods they veſt in their 
preſent governor, as a compenſation for his impri- 

© x ſonment 


1472. 


ſonment and other damages ſuſtained. To intimi- 


ſuch inſtructions as Edward judged neceſſary, from 
A. D. {the informations laid before him. Among other 
| 238 he recommended that the liberty of 

e 
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date his oppoſers, and to defeat their hopes, and 
purpoſes, the acts and grants made by Kildare in 
one ſeſſion, are formally confirmed, and pronounced 
irreverſible in the next. Sir John Cornwallis, ba- 3 
ron of the exchequer, who had warmly arraigned * 
his adminiſtration in the council, and attempted to 
form a faction againſt him in the city of Dublin, 
was treated with the ſeverity due to an high crime 
and miſdemeanour. He was deprived of his of- 
fice, declared incapable of receiving or holding any 
office in Ireland, and his lands ſeized into the king's 
hands during his life. But as an oppoſition, how- 
ever weak and diſcouraged, ſometimes proves of 
ſervice to the pubiic, Plunket, one of the moſt de- 
voted creatures of the governor, was fo boldly ac- 
cuſed, and ſo clearly convicted of extortion and 
oppreſſion, in his office of ſeneſchal of the liberty 
of Meath, that the deputy was obliged to paſs an 
act, diſmiſſing him from his charge, and annulling 
this liberty for ever. But what the earl could not 
do for his friend and favourite in parliament, he 
endeavoured to effect by repreſentation to the king | 
Sir Robert Bold, created in this reign baron of | 
Ratoath, was diſpatched to England with advices 
from the deputy, and council of ſeveral particulars, 
relative to the ſtate of Ireland, and returned with 


ath ſhould be reſtored, and Plunket reinſtated 
in his office. Cornwallis, who ſeems to have led 
the oppoſition, alledged theſe inſtructions to be a 
forgery. His charge was heard in council, and 
declared to be falſe and ſcandalous. In the enſuing 
ſeſſion of parliament, the king's pleaſure was moſt 
obſequiouſly fulfilled. The act relating to the li- 
berty of Meath was repealed, and Plunket reſtored 
to his office, Such proceedings may be deemed 
I _ unworthy 
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unworthy of particular notice; but if thoſe tranſ- 
actions which mark the temper and diſpoſition of 
the Iriſh parliaments, and the factions which ſub- 
ſiſted in the tate during this reign, be recorded too 
minutely, it is for the ſake of thoſe conſequences 
X which they produced, and which will be better un- 
X underſtood, by tracing their gradual progreſs and 
operation. | 

Ox the reſtoration of Henry the fixth, by the 
vigour of the carl of Warwick, the duke of Cla- 
rence had been created, by a new patent, lord lieu- 
tenant of Ireland for twenty years: but no change 
had been made in the actual adminiſtration of Iriſh Rvmer. 
government by this ſhort-lived revolution. Kildare Lay mM 
was continued in the ſtation of lord deputy; and 07 00" 
when he had firſt laboured to eſtabliſh the intereſts 
of his faction could not with decency or ſecurity 
negle& to take ſome meaſures for the public defence. 
In the preſent diſorders and calamities of England, 
the ſubjects of Ireland were left to deviſe their own 
= ſchemes, and make their own proviſions againſt 
their invaders; and the provifions now made muſt 
have been ridiculouſly futile, if they had a general 
confederacy of the Iriſh to encounter, and if their 
principal apprehenſions had not been from local 
inroads and accidental quarrels. 5 

THe firſt ſcheme deviſed by Kildare for reſiſting 
and ſubduing the Iriſh enemies, and driving out theStat. 13 
extortion and oppreſſion of the Engliſh rebels ( _— * 
the act of his parliament recites) was an eſtabliſh-* ' 
ment of one hundred and fixty archers, and fixty- 
four ſpear-men, of which twenty-four ſpears were to 
de the particular retinue of his ſon Gerald. They 
were to be retained for three months in the counties , 5 
of Dublin, Meath, Kildare, and Argial; and to, 473. 
be commanded by lord Portleſter and ſome other 
othcers. Their wages were to be raiſed by a ſub- 
dy of one hundred and ſixty marks, with forty-two 
pounds thirteen ſhillings and four pence out of the 
3 E 4 revenue; 
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revenue; and in aid of this appointment, the of- 
ficers were empowered to quarter their ſoldiers in 
all ſuch places as they ſhould reſort to, for the pub- 
lic weal. But his next parliament, improving on 
this ſketch, provided a more permanent military 
eſtabliſhment. A fraternity of arms was inftituted, 
conſiſting of thirteen perſons of greateſt conſequence 
and moſt diſtinguiſhed loyalty in the above coun- 
ties, in which the great body of Engliſh ſubjects 
was at this time included. The earl of Kildare, 
lord Portleſter, and Sir Rowland Euſtace, were ap- 
pointed for the county of Kildare; lord Howth, 
the mayor of Dublin, and Sir Robert Dowdal, for 
that of Dublin; lord Gormanſtown, Edward and 
Alexander Plunket, and Barnaby Barnwal, for the 
county of Meath; and for Argial, the mayor of 
Drogheda, Sir Laurence Taaf, and Richard Bel- 
lew. They were to aſſemble annually at Dublin on 
Saint George's day, to expreſs their zeal for Eng- 
liſn government, and thence were ftiled the Frater- 
nity of Saint George. To their captain, who was 
to be choſen for one year, on their anniverſary, 
were aſſigned as his train, one hundred and twenty 
archers on horſeback, and forty other horſemen, 
with one attendant to each. The archers were to 
receive fix pence daily pay, the others for them- 
ſeives, and their attendants five pence, with an an- 
nual ſtipend of four marks. Thus was the defence 
of the Engliſh pale entruſted to two hundred men 
and thirteen officers, with ſuch tumultuary levies as 
might be raiſed on any ſudden emergency. To ſup- 
port this armament the, fraternity was empowered 
to demand twelve pence in the pound out of all 
merchand:7zes fold in Ireland, except hides, and the 
goods of freemen of Dublin and Drogheda. They 
were alſo empowered to make laws for the regula- 
tion of their ſociety, to ele&t new members on va- 
cancies; and their captain had particular authorit 
to apprehend out-laws, rebels, and all who refuſed 
due obedience to law. WHILE 
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WuiLE the earl of Kildare thus exerciſed his go- 


vernment, the rivals and enemies of his houſe 
watched the favourable moment to ſupplant him. 
Ever fince the execution of the earl of Wiltſhire 
and Ormond, and the ineffectual attempt made by 
his brother againſt the earl of Deſmond, this noble 
houſe had remained in diſgrace and privacy; till 
John, the elder of the ſurviving brothers, who, af- 


recommend himſelf to Edwa 
pardon. After the battle of Tewkſbury, he attend- 
ed the king into France; and by his poliſhed man- 
ners and graceful deportment ſoon became a diſ- 
tinguiſhed favourite with a prince who naturall 

eſteemed thoſe qualities in another, by which he 
himſelf had captivated men's affections. He is 
the goodlieft knight, ſaid Edward, and fineſt gen- 


« tleman in Chriſtendom; and if good breeding, 


* nurture, and liberal qualities were loft in the 
world, they might be found in John earl of Or- 
% mond. 

Such favour ſhewn to him by the king, gave 
ſ>irit and conſequence to his partizans in Ireland. 
They now ventured to brave their rivals, and be- 
ing oppoſed with equal ſpirit, threatened to revive 
the whole fury of private and political feuds. They 


repreſented the conduct of Kildare as beſt ſuited 
their purpofes; and their repreſentations were con- 
veyed to the throne, by Ormond, with all poſſible 


advantage. The aſſiduity with which they practiſed 
againit the deputy, could not in the end fail of its 


defired effect. The earl of Kildare was removed Stat. 


63 


Carte. 


ter his defeat, had fled to —_— — Orm. 
and to obtain his Introd. 


I. 


from his government; and had the additional mor- Ed. IV. 


tification to find Shirwood, biſhop of Meath, the 


A. D. 


old enemy of his houſe, appointed to ſucceed him. * 


It is ſcarcely neceſſary to add, that the parliament 
ſummoned by this prelate repealed the act of at- 
tainder formerly paſſed againſt John, now earl of 
Ormond, and declared him fully reſtored to his 


eſtate and dignity. Tur 
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Tur triumph of the family and faction of this 
houſe being thus completed, ancient quarrels were 
re- kindled, and obſolete pretenſions revived ; the 
flame of diſcord was ſpread through the ſeveral par- 
tizans of the great lords, and threatened to involve 
the whole Engliſh territory, if not the whole land, 
in a deſperate combuſtion. Repeated complaints 
and alarming repreſentations were conveyed to the 

king, of the diſtracted and dangerous ſtate of Ire- 
Rymer, land; but Edward could not only fend his commiſ- 
Tom. xl. ſion to the archbiſhop of Armagh, to act as um- 
. + pire between the contending parties, to enquire into 
the cauſes of ſuch alarming diſcord, and to adjuſt 
and determine them in the fulneſs of royal autho- 
- rity. What was ſtill more prevalent than this man- 
date, a ſudden fit of ſuperſtition drove the earl of 
Ormond into a pilgrimage to the Holy Land; and 
about the ſame time Thomas earl of Kildare ended 
his life, which for awhile allayed the animoſities of 
theſe leading families; but at the ſame time gave 
occaſion to new competitions for royal favour, and 
authority. The biſhop of Meath was requeſted by 
the parliament to repair to the king, and to inform 
him authentically of the dangers and diſorders of 
the ſtate. The Geraldine faction, who dreaded the 
os. on. conſequence of his repreſentations, endeavoured to 
AD defeat them; addrefles were procured from their 
1476. Partizans in oppoſition to the deputy and parlia- 
ment; the parliament thundered out their reſolu- 
tions againſt this unwarrantable proceeding ; and 
whatever was the vigilance and integrity of the 
biſhop, ſuch diſcord ſeemed to have caft diſhonour 
on his adminiſtration, and to have diminiſhed his 
conſequence with the king. At leaft we find, that 
after a weak and diſtracted government of about 
two years, the adminiſtration of the kingdom re- 
verted once more to the family of Kildare; and 
Ed. IV. Gerald, the young earl, was appointed lord juſtice 
| to the king. But icarcely had thisappcintment been 
made, 


Carte. 
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1 made, when Edward found reaſon to repent of it; 


weight and authority to his 


1 to obey the ki 
only by the privy ſignet. He continued his ſtate, Stat. 18 
3 ſummoned and prorogued his parliament, and acted Ed. IV. 


was ſummoned to ſurrender, and to 
mages he had made in his caſtle, on pain of being 
 Ceprived of his benefice. The death of the un- 


ED WATED m. 


and poſſibly conceiving, that among the never-cea- 
ſing factions of Ireland, no native could be found 
of ſufficient impartiality to conduct his govern- 


þ | ment, without complaint or murmuring, he conft1- 
tuted Henry lord Grey, deputy to the duke of Cla- Rymer, 
# rence, and ſent him into Ireland, attended with a Tom. xii. 
train of three hundred men at arms, and a company p. 39- 


of archers, as the moſt effectual means of giving 
vernment. 

Tux nobility of Ireland felt their pride too deep- 
ly wounded, and their fears too violently alarmed, 


to receive the Engliſh deputy with the leaſt degree 
of favour. Some informality was diſcovered, or 


pretended, in Grey's commiſſion. Kildare refuſed 
ng's letters of diſmiſſal, authenticated 


in every particular as the rightful governor. Port- 
leſter, the chancellor, withdrew with the great ſeal ; 


and Keating, prior of Kilmainham, a turbulent ec- 


clefiaſtic, refuſed to admit Grey into the caftle of 
Dublin, of which he was conſtable, fortified it a- 
gainſt him, and repelled his train. Grey convened 


1 his aſſembly as the only regular and legal parlia- 
5 paſſed in that held by Kil- 


ment; annulled the acts 
dare, declared the great ſeal in the hands of lord 
Portleſter to be cancelled and void, and, if not re- 
ſigned, directed a new ſeal to be made. Keating 
repair the da- 


happy duke of Clarence, by which the place of 
lord lieutenant of Ireland became vacant, ſerved to 


% encreaſe theſe conteſts. Edward conferred the of- 


3 fice on his infant ſon 


| George ; and Grey, by a new 
commiſſion, was appointed his deputy. But in the 
mean time the Iriſh lords in oppoſition, ſeem to 


have taken advantage of this incident, and to have 
proceeded 
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proceeded to an irregular election of Kildare into 
the office of chief governor, in an afſembly pur- 
porting to be the king's council. The flame was 
thus rekindled, between rival governors, contend- 
ing parliaments, and oppoſite privy councils. The 
Parliament convened by Grey, exerted all their au- 
thority againſt the factious proceedings of their 
opponents. They made a law that the election of 
a juitice for the future, ſhould be by the king's 
council, afſembled in one body, the archbiſhops of 
Dublin and Armagh, biſhops of Meath pa Kil- 
dare, mayors of Dublin and Drogheda, and all 
lords, ſpiritual and temporal, of the four Engliſh 
counties. All other forms of election were declar- 
ed null and void“. 

Such alarming repreſentations were made to Ed- 
ward of the anarchy and confuſion which ſubſiſted 
in the ſtate of Ireland, of factions among the nobles 
miſconduct in his officers, irregular parliaments, 
pernicious ſtatutes, and oppreſſive ſubſidies, that 
he deemed it neceſſary to ſummon the earl of Kil- 
dare, the archbiſnop of Dublin, and ſome others, 
to attend him in England, to inform him diſtinctly 
of the nature and cauſes of ſuch diforders, and to 
receive his inſtructions for allaying them. Lord 
Grey either proved unequal to the conduct of a diſ. 
tempered ſtate, or was unwilling to be longer em- 
broiled in the contentions of Ireland. Fie returned 
to England, and Prefton lord Gormanſton, was 

inted his ſucceſſor. But this appointment was 
not, nor doth it ſeem intended to have been, per- 
manent ; for on the return of thoſe whom the king 


* This law was nothing more than a reſtoration of the ancient 
and regular manner of election, as appears from an act of the e- 
cond of Richard the third, in which the right of chuſing a go er- 
nor in time of vacancy is founded © on a ſtatute of Henry Fitz- 
+ Empreſs, and agreeably to the tenonr, uſage, and execution of 
the laid ſtatute, veſted in the council, with the aſſent of the no- 


«+ bles of this land; as is ſpecified in the ſame ſtatute of Henry 
_« Fitz-Emprets,” 


ancient 
he le- 
gover- 


Pitz-—-ñ̃⁵ 


ion of 
ne no- 


Henry 
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had ſummoned into England, Preſton reſigned to 


Gerald earl of Kildare, whoſe repreſentations had 
been ſo ſatisfactory, and his influence ſo highly eſ- 
timated, that he was again entruſted with the go- 
vernment, as deputy to Richard, duke of York, 


who had ſucceeded to the office of lord lieutenant 


on the death of prince George. He was commiſ- 
ſioned to hold his office for * years“, to have a 
ſtanding force conſiſting of one hundred and forty 
horſemen; and if the Iriſh revenue ſhould prove 
unequal to this eftabliſhment, he was to be ſuppli- 
ed from England. Such was now the miſerable con- 
dition of this revenue. A ſmall troop, the annual 


expence of which was eftimated at five hundred 


pounds, was ſuſpected to be too conſiderable tor the 
reſources of Iriſh government. 
KiLDarE was diſmiſſed to his charge, with full 
inſtructions from the king to compoſe the diſorders 
of the late ſhort and tumultuous adminiſtrations. 
Thecontroverſy between twocontending afſemblies, 


67 


each purporting to have been the legal and regular Rot. 19 


cifion of the king; but inſtead of pronouncing pe- 
remptorily in favour of either, we find him direct- 
ing what acts made by either he deems neceſſary to 
be eſtabliſhed or annulled in the enſuing parliament, 
and pointing out ſuch other proviſions as the inte- 
reſts of the crown, or the welfare of the ftate re- 
quired. Theſe directions were attended with ſpe- 
cial inſtructions to his officers of ſtate, who among 
other particulars, were enjoined not only to remit 
and forget all their own malice and ill will expreſſed 
to their opponents, but to labour to the utmoſt to 


—_— 


Cox takes notice that the ears commiſſion was by patent from 
the duke, under the king's privy ſeal; the very fame form of ap- 
pointment, to which the Iriſh council, or that part of it which aſ- 
ſumed the name and authority of the whole, had objected but 


juſt now in the caſe of lord Grey; and to which they refuled to | 


Pay obedience, 


parliament of the realm, was ſubmitted to the de-Ed. 1V. 
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of the moſt 


attention of every 
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compoſe all variances among the king's ſubjects. 
Among other inſtructions to the lord deputy, we 
find it particularly enjoined; that in no parliament 
to be hereafter holden there, ſhall more than one 
ſubſidy be demanded in a year, and this not exceed- 
ing the ſum of one thouſand two hundred marks, as 
hath been accuſtomed. And to prevent thoſe fac- 
tious diviſions which had lately ſubſiſted in the 
council, and thoſe irregularities which had been 
ſcreened under its pretended authority, he directs 


that for the future nothing ſhould be taken in 


ftrength as an act of council, unleſs the king's lieu- 
tenant or deputy give his aſſent thereto, by advice 
of the king's council there, that 
is to ſay, the chancellor, treaſurer, chief juſtice, 
chief baron of the exchequer, clerk of the rolls, 
and king's ſerjeant. 
In the next parliament, convened by the earl of 
Kildare, we find cular attention paid to the 
king's inftructions ; and at the ſame time ſuch con- 
fidence repoſed in the deputy, that in paſſing an 
act for the reſumption of grants and offices, he is 
empowered upon the adjournment or prorogation 
of parliament, to make ſuch exceptions in favour 
of particular perſons, as he ſhall judge proper. He 
now enjoyed his pre-eminence unrivalled, and 
ceded in the uſual courſe of adminiſtration, without 
any conſiderable difficulty or interruption ; guard- 
ing the four Engliſh counties, and regulating the 
fairs of this diſtrict, the great object to which the 
governor was at this period con- 
fined, and to which the oppoſition of the native 
Iriſh was but caſual. With theſe he had greater 
weight and favour than any lord of Engliſh birth. 


And to encreaſe his influence and to improve their 


friendly diſpoſitions, his ſiſter was given in mar- 
riage to Con O'Nial, ſon to the chieftain of the 
North, diſtinguiſhed by that name, the firſt in pride 
and power of the Iriſh lords. The huſband on this 
occaſion 


TTT 


cs. coccaſion was by an act of parliament declared a 

we liege ſubject of the king, and completely inveſted 

1ent with all the rights annexed to this character. But 

one ſuch alliances ſerved to attach the Iriſh rather „ 
eed - the family with whom they united, than to the crowngg, IV. 
8, AS X of England. The intereit and power of Kildare 

fac. thus encreaſed, afforded an additional reaſon for con-.\. D 
the tinuing the reins of government in his hands. As 1450 
been W deputy to the king, he exerted himſelf with peculiar 
res vigour in repreſſing all predatory incurſions on the 
ni AX} Engliſh pale, and chaſtifing the delinquents with 

lieu- ſuch ſeverity, as ſtruck a terror neceſſary to be im- 
vice preſſed on a turbulent and lawleſs people. As a 
that ford, the firſt in power and following in Ireland, he 


s repreſented by the Iriſh annalifts as taking a con- 
ſiderable part in the local quarrels of the old natives, 
and frequently deciding their competitions in favour 
of his own faction. In this ſtate of power and au- 
thority, he continued to exerciſe his government 
without interruption, during the remainder of the 
preſent reign, the ſucceſſion of Edward the fifth, 
and the uſurpation of Richard, a period which ex- 
hibits nothing more of Iriſh affairs than the unin- 
tereſting conteſts which the old natives till conti- 
nued to maintain againſt each other, and the uſual 
4 for the defence and ſecurity of the Eng- 

iſh ſettlements. The acts of the Iriſh parliaments, 
convened in the reign of Richard the third, plainly 

ſnew the great influence of the deputy, and expreſs 
an extraordinary attention to his intereſt and the 
| con- dignity of his government. One act of ſubſidy men- Stat a 

tions a confederacy of Iriſh enemies to make war Rich. III. 

upon the king's ſubjects; but ſuch expreſſions are 3 
do be underſtood with great reſtriction. The Iriſh 
ſepts were ftill unconnected, and their attention 
3 confined chiefly to their own local intereſts. Seve- 
aal lived peaceably in the Engliſh countries, and 
lome received penſions in reward of their ſervices Ib. c. 13- 
in repelling invaders. Others indeed maintained 


an 
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an independent ftate, even in the very neighbour- 
hood of Dublin; fo that a parliament, convened by 
the deputy, deemed it neceſſary to relax the ſeve- 
Ib. c. 10. rity of former ſtatutes, and to empower the arch- 
biſhop of Dublin to preſent Iriſh clerks to benefices 
within their diſtricts, for the ſpace of two years. 
They found employment for the valour and vigi- 
lance of Kildare; but his reſources were abun- 
dantly ſufficient for repreſſing ſuch inſurgents. 


; 


* 
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Acceſſion of Henry the ſeventh diſpleaſing to the Iriſh 
ſubjects.— Kildare continued lord deputy, and the 
Yorkiſts ftill employed in Ireland —Motives aſſigned 
for this conduct. Unrivalled power of the earl cf 

Kildare. — Di ＋ in England. Henry alarmed 

— Appret ſome ſecret plots in Ireland Sum- 

mons Kildare to attend him.—The earl evades the 

mandate.—Simnel aſſumes the character of Richard 
duke of York. —Is commanded to perſonate the duke 


He arrives in Dublin. —[; received by the deputy 
and favoured by all the Yorkiſfts —Is acknowledged 
and proclaimed king. —1s oppoſed by the Butlers and 
the city of Waterford — Aſiſted by the dutcheſs of 

Burgundy-— Arrival of the lords Lincoln and Lovel 
in Ireland —T'wo thouſand German troops ſent to 


ww 


ZE parkament ſummoned, and the government adminiſ- 
ed in his name.—His intereſt in Ireland really 


body of partizans.— Engagement at Stoke. —V alour 


. en and. ſſaug bter of the Iriſh forces —Simnel taken pri- 


per. —Submiſſion of his Iriſh adberents — Apparent 
lenity and real policy of the king. Kildare continued 
in the government. —Sir Richard Edgecomb ſent in- 
to Ireland. —Kldare treats haughtily, and receives 
his pardon upon his own terms. — Attends the king 
at Greenwich, with other lords of Ireland. bey 
are diſmiſſed with marks of favour —Condu# of 
Kildare on bis return to the government —Laconic 
letters of two Vriſb chieftains —Plot of Perkin 
Warbeck.—Kildare removed —IWarbeck arrives at 


into France. — Hauſe of Butler reſtored to power — 
Dangerous feuds —- Adminiftration of archbiſhop 
Fi F Walter — 


of Warwick.—Real policy of this ſudden change — 


the affiftance of Simnel.—His coronation. — An Iriſh 


; "weak. —He is attended into England by a great 


 Cork.—Supported by the earl of Deſmond. —Caled 
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Walter.—He is ſummoned into England — Inſtance 

ef his ſimplicity. —Clamours againſt the government 
of lord Gormanſtown.—The earl of Kildare aſſerts 
his loyalty before the king —Sir Edward Poynings 
appointed lord deputy of Ireland. 


IHE defeat and death of Richard the third, 
a prince whoſe evil qualities had not been 
experienced, nor were generally underſtood by the 
Iriſh ſubjects, and the acceſſion of Henry the ſe- 
venth, a deſcendant of the Lancaſtrian line, were 
events by no means favourably received in Ireland, 
where far the greater number of noble families were 
zealouſſ attached to the houſe of York. They 
heard the intelligence of this revolution with the 
gloom of helpleſs diſcontent; and, like the majo- 
rity of ſubjects in England, hated the government 
which they could not ſubvert. To caft ſome ſhade 
on the defects of his titles to the throne, the cere- 
mony of his coronation was haſtily performed, and 
among other creations, previous to this ſolemnity, 
his uncle, Jaſper, earl of Pembroke, was made 
duke of Bedtord (a title which had remained dor- 
mant fince the death of the illuſtrious duke, bro- 
ther to Henry the fifth) and this nobleman was ap- 
pointed to the office of lord lieutenant of Ireland. 

Tux titles and emoluments annexed to the go- 
vernment of this kingdom, had for a conſiderable 
time been conferred on ſome prince of the blood, 
who reſided in England, and acted by a deputy; 
pointment was now continued in the 
ſame channel, it became in the next place 
to provide for the actual adminiſtration of Iri 
government. On this occaſion, to the aſtoniſhment 
of thoſe who were inted with the circum- 
ſtances of this kingdom, the earl of Kildare was 
continued lord deputy, his brother Thomas lord 
chancellor, Rowland Portleſter, another zea- 
lous Torkiſt, ſuffered to enjoy the place of trea- 


furer | 
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ſurer; and the old officers of ſtate and former pri- 
vy council continued without change or addition. 
Tux officers of ftate, indeed, by an act of the 
Iriſh parliament in the ſecond year of Richard the 
third, had been adjudged to hold their reſpective 
places during life; nor was there now leiſure or 
opportunity for an act of reſumption. But hifto- 
rians affect to condemn the improvidence of Hen- 
ry in not at leaft adding ſome of the Lancaſtrian 
party to the council. Poſſibly he might not yet 
be y informed of the real diſpoſitions of his 
Iriſh ſubjects, or have conceived that any ſudden 
in the ſtate might be tampering with a 
We can ſcarcely agree with thoſe who aſcribe this 
conduct to an affected dignity of mind, ſuperior to 
4 2 and ſuſpicion, when we conſider that meanneſs 


jealouſy and terror which appears throughout 

this prance's conduct. But whatever were his mo- 
veſted his ſecret enemies with dangerous power, 
r 
Tax uncontrouled influence of the deputy, and Ware. 
his boundleſs attachment to his party, immediately 
appeared in the inſolence and violence of one of his 
moſt zealous adherents. Keating, prior of Kil- 
mainham, who had already n 
part in the political conteſts of Ireland, had in full 
aſſurance of ſupport, alienated the revenues, and 


of armed men, ſei 
inſtruments of his el 
to the king and to 
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excommunicated, which ſo provoked the imperious 
eccleſiaſtic, that he again ſeized his competitor, and 
by force caſt him into priſon, in which he languiſh- 
ed without redreſs, and died; nor could Keating 
be diſpoſſeſſed, notwithſtanding his enormous and 
repeated offences. 5 

Tux only nobleman who could have ſtood in 
competition with Kildare, was Thomas earl of Or- 
mond; but he was now refident at the court of 
England, reſtored by an act of the Engliſn parlia- 
ment to all his honours, and admitted into the pri- 
vy council. His Iriſh adherents, though numerous, 
were by the abſence of their chief, deprived of the 
neceſſary guidance, and prevented from uniting. 
The family of Deſmond had alſo been reſtored, but 
the earl of this name lived in the enjoyment of his 
ample poſſeſſions, at a diſtance from the ſeat of go- 
vernment; and, ſatisfied with his rude magnificence, 
left the ſtate entirely to his noble kinſman, ſo far 
from the leaſt ambition of ſharing in any part of 
the ad:niniſtration, that he accounted it the honour 
and diſtinguiſned eminence of his houſe, that by 
law and ancient uſage, they were exempt from the 
duty of attending in the legiſlative aſſemblies of his 
countrymen. Kildare, therefore, not only poſſeſſed 
the conſequence of = chief governor, but was the 
only nobleman of Ireland, whoſe weight and in- 
fluence could attract the reverence or notice of 


foreigners. 


To ſuch a man, the male-contents of England 
naturally turned their attention, as an uſeful inſtru- 
ment, of approved zeal for the intereſt of the houſe 
of York. The ſevere and impolitic averſion ex- 
preſſed by the new king to all of this party, rouſed 
their utmoſt reſentment. They ſaw the young earl 
of Warwick, fon of the unhappy duke of Clarence, 


inſtantly con mitted to cloſe durance, with an un- 


Hen. VII. manly jealouſy; the daughter of their favourite 


Edward, to whom the king was ſolemnly aſſianced, 


Ch. 2. MEEANRY 


treated with coldneſs and negle&; and when he at 
length vouchſafed to take her to his bed, that nei- 
ther her youth, beauty, nor amiable diſpoſitions, 


could obtain a ſuitable return of affection, or even 


a decent exterior of reſpect. Their friends were 
purſued by ſevere attainders, forfeitures, and con- 
X fiſcations; their favourite queen, though ſhe had 
borne a ſon, yet could not be admitted to the uiual 
honour of a coronation. 

By being treated with averſion, their enmity was 
confirmed; and by obſerving Henry's anxtety to efta- 
bliſh his title to the throne, they were taught that 
he himſelf was conſcious of its weakneſs. Mur- 
murs were raiſed and ſpread abroad; the king's ac- 


s | tions ſeverely interpreted, the moſt odious ſuſpici- 


on propagated, and countenanced by the ungraci- 
ouſneſs and ſeverity of his conduct. it was whil- 
pered that with a malignant jealouſy equal to that 
of the tyrant whom he had depoſed, he was on the 
point of putting the young earl of Warwick to 
death. But they comforted each other with the 
hopes of a new revolution, as it was confidently 
reported that one only of Edward's children had 
fallen a ſacrifice to Richard, and that the other had 
fortunately eſcaped from the Tawer. 

Tre ſpirit of diſcontent found a powerful and 
dangerous fomenter, in the widow of king Edward, 
a reſtleſs and enterprizing princeſs, who had dif- 
played her talents for political intrigue during the 
reign of her huſband, had ſchemed the overthrow 
of Richard; but now, ſtung with the negle& and 
nſignificance to which ſhe was reduced, the con- 
WF tempt and coldneſs with which her daughter was 
received, and the ſevere proſecution which her par- 
tizans experienced, conceived a mortal hatred to 
king Henry, and was but too juſtly ſuſpected of en- 
couraging popular difcontents, and farming ſchemes 
of faction and inſurrection. The ſecret conſulta- 
tions and ſuſpicious practices of her friends, could 
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dreaded to expoſe himſelf to the power 
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not entirely eſcape the notice of a jealous king and 
his officious emiſſaries. Henry was alarmed with 
imperfect rumours of ſome plots ſecretly ripening 
to execution; Ireland was even pointed out as a 
place of dangerous intrigue. He was reminded of 
the manner in which his marriage with Elizabeth 
was there received: that the diſpatches were brought 
to the lord deputy at Dublin, while he was attend- 
ing on divine ſervice, that with the utmoſt exulta- 
tion he conveyed them to the archbiſhop, who, 
in a ſudden fit of zeal, ordered the holy offices 
to be inſtantly repeated, with all the ſolemn 


forms of thankſgiving: that the intelligence was 
from thence ſpread abroad, and every where re- 


ceived by the Iriſh ſubjects with ſuch extravagance 
of tumultuous joy, as manifeſted an univerſal favour 
to the houſe of York. He was aſſured that they 
had at this time ſome ſecret deſigns in agitation to 
revive the claims of this family, and that the earl of 
Kildare in particular was a perſon from whom ef- 
pecial danger might be apprehended. Henry was 
ſo alarmed, that he ſummoned this earl to repair tc 
his court, under pretence of conſulting with him 
about the ſtate of his Iriſh interefts. But Kildare 
eaſily ſaw through this artifice, was poſſibly toc 


_ conſcious of his ſecret practices and correſpondence 


with the male-contents of England, and we Jul 


a ſe. 
vere and vindictive prince. He artfully contrivec 
to fummon the lords ſpiritual and temporal of th 
Engliſh pale, he communicated the royal mandate 
urged the imminent danger of his abſence fron 
Ireland, and prevailed them to tranſmit a 
addreſs to the king, in which they earneſtly repre 
ſented the pernicious conſequences to be appre 
hended from the abſence of their , and en 
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of greateſt conſequence to the ſtate, and to eſtab- 
liſh ſome regulations which could not with ſafety 
be delayed. The earl by this meafure deemed 
himſelf ſufficiently authorized to defer his journey; 
and the king at leaſt affected to be ſatisfied, rather 
X than avow his ſuſpicions. 

X lx the mean time thoſe fecret deſigns, of which 


Henry had been imperfectly informed, were fully 
XX brought to light. A youth called Lambert Simnel, 
of lowly parentage, but of an underſtanding above 
his years, and a deportment ſuperior to his birth, 
was marked out by an afpiring and turbulent ec- 
clefiaſtic of Oxford, called Richard Simon, as the 
inſtrument of an ambition apparently the moſt 
precipitate and miſguided. His ſcheme was no- 
thing leſs than that of giving a new monarch to 
England. He entertained Simnel at his houſe, 
flattered his inexperience, and taking advantage of 
the rumaur induftriouſly ſpread, and not diſcou- 
raged by the king, that Richard, younger fon of 
Edward the fourth was ſtill alive, prevailed upon 
his pupil to aſſume the character of this prince. 
But this part of the deſign was quickly changed; 
a new report prevailed that the earl of Warwick 
had juſt eſcaped from the Tower, and Simnel was 
again directed to perſonate this earl. Although 
his age goes more nearly with that of Warwick, 
yet this ſudden change appears at firſt view, raſh 
and unaccountble, as the part now choſen was much 
more difficult to be ſuſtained. He was not to per- 
ſonate an infant taken from his cradle, and known 
do few, but a lord entertained at the court of Ed- n 
Ward to the age of ten years; onewith whom the 
nobility of the realm had frequently converſed, 
and were perfectly acquainted. He was to be ac- 
X curately inſtructed in many circumſtances, and to 
peak with eaſe and correctneſs of various perſons 
= and incidents, in which the leaſt failure or miſtake 
muſt prove fatal to his deſign, But the truth is, 
T4 that 
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that this ſcheme, firſt conceived by a wild and ig- 
norant ecclefiaſtic, was inſtantly adopted by perſons | 
of much greater conſequence and penetration, who 
ſought to excite ſuch a civil commotion as might 
expel Henry, not to raiſe Simnel to the throne. Al- 
though they had inſtructed him in the part he was 
to aſſume to that perfection which he could not 
have acquired from the documents of an obſcure 
prieſt, and although he ſuſtained it with conſum- 
mate eaſe and dignity, yet, to avoid any untoward 
accident which might produce an immediate de- 
tection, it was reſolved that the ſcene of his adven- 
ture ſhould be firſt laid in Ireland, at a diſtanee 
from ſevere ſcrutiny. It was therefore with the 
utmoſt propriety that the new part of the earl of 
Warwick was aſſigned to him; for, beſides the 
general prepoſſeſſion of the Iriſh ſubjects in fa- 
vour of the houſe of York, it was reaſonable to 
preſume that they would ſhew particular affec- 
tion to the family of Clarence, a prince of Iriſh 
birth, and inflead of objecting to the ſuppoſed 
earl's pretenſions to the throne, would at once open 
their arms to the ſon of their countryman. 
StMNEL and his attendant arrived at Dublin; 
where the youth preſenting him to the lord deputy, 
in all the dignity of the exalted character he aſſum- 
ed, declared himſelf the fon of Clarence, patheti- 
cally related his impriſonment, his eſcape, the hard- 
ſhips he had ſuſtained, the dangers he had experi- 
enced ; andinveighing, with a well. affected paſſion 
_ againſt the uſurpation of the earl of Richmond, re- 
quired his protection for a prince of the blood- royal, 
and rightful heir to the crown of England. The 
deputy, who poſſibly was neither ſurprized at the 
application, nor unprepared for it, communicated 
this extraordinary event to his brother, the Iriſh 
lord chancellor, and Portleſter, the treaſurer, thge 
firſt a man of enterprize, and both zealous partizaans 
of the houſe of York. They received the adventurcr WM 
| with Mi 
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with every expreſſion of reſpect and affection, and 


reſolved at once to devote themſelves to his ſervice. 
But in order to make experiment of the temper of 
the Iriſh ſubjects, before they declared publickly in 
his favour, they artfully contrived to have it ſpread 
abroad that the earl of Warwick was arrived at 


Dublin, without any further circumſtance, or any 
Bacon. 


account of the intention or declarations of the chief 
governor. The citizens at once caught the flame 
of party zeal, it ran quickly, with the important 


intelligence, through the Iriſh quarters; the people 


almoſt unanimouſly declared in favour of the fon of 
Clarence, and in the phrenzy of faction, and the 
vanity of giving a king to England, never once at- 


BY tended to the legal objeRtions to his title, or the 


prior claims of Edward's female iſſue. Octavian de 
Palatio, primate of Armagh, though a foreigner, 


and unconne&ed with the Iriſh factions, ſeems to 


have at firſt joined in the confederacy, but to have 
ſpeedily repented, and receded. The citizens of 
Waterford, the prelates of Caſhel, Tuam, Clog- 
her, and Offory, the family of Butler, and the 
baron of Hoath, were the only perſons not infec- 
ted with the popular contagion ; but utterly un- 
able to defend the intereſts of the reigning prince, 


they could but diſpatch their emiflaries to inform 


79 


him of the commotions in Ireland. The Iriſh ſub- Ware. 


jets clamoured in favour of their new prince; Kil- 
dare ſummoned his council; a perfect ſatisfaction 


was expreſſed in the evidence of his birth and va- 


lidity of his claim; Simnel was conveyed in pomp 


do the caſtle of Dublin, received the homage and 
% acclamations of his numerous adherents with the 


molt gracious dignity, was entertained and treated 
as a ſovereign, and in a few days publicly proclaim- 
ed king, by the name of Edward the fixth. 


HavisG proceeded thus far in his revolt, Kil- 
dare was naturally prompted to expreſs his zcal by 


2 rigid treatment of thoſe who were in the leaſt re- 


luctant 


Bacon. 


fit of rage was ordered by the lord deputy to be 


MS. Trin. 
Col. Dub. 
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luctant to comply with him. The citizens of Wa- 
terford, who had been ſpirited by the Butlers and 
ſome of the ſept of Bermingham his enemies, to ſ 
oppoſe the preſent innovations, were peremptorily ⁵ 
„ to proclaim the new king. An haughtx 
anſwer was returned, their meſſenger in a ſudden 


hanged : they 1 received his mandate by a he- 
'rald, with terrible denunciations of vengeance 
ſhould they make the leaſt delay or difficulty of 
complying with his demands ; yet ſtill, obſtinately 
firm to the intereſts of the reigning prince, they 
and their aſſociates bad defiance to the rebels, ps 
expected and prepared for an invaſion. 
Henry's tears were eyer ready to take the alarm 
and the events in Ireland, notwithſtanding the zeal 
of his few friends in this country, were more than 
ſufficient to give them all their violence. His Eng- 
liſh miniſters were conſulted, and ſchemes formed 
for his defence. The queen dowager, who was 
ſuſpected to have framed, or at leaſt to be a conſi- 
derable agent in the conſpiracy, was ſeized and 
committed to a nunnery, a ſeverity the more offen- 
ſive, as it was neceſſary to recur to a ſtale pretence, 
that of her havin delivered up her daughters to 
the tyrant Richard, in order to conceal the real mo- 
tive and cauſe of her diſgrace. To dps ſtrate the 
Panos of the Iriſh fu and to prevent it 
— caught by =— of En gland, the next 
3 was to ſatisfy the peop — that the real 
earl of \ Warwick was actually in the king's poſſeſ- 
fion. For this purpoſe his priſoner was taken from 
the Tower, 1 through the ras A, of London 
in open view of all ſpectators, engaged in conver- 2 
iation with many of the nobility, eſpecially of thoſe 
moſt ſuſpe&ted by the king, and who could nat 
plead ignorance of the perſon of this Plantagenet ; | 
and to point the general attention ſtill more ſting: 4 
ly to the young prince, he was conducted = 4A 
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; church of St. Paul in a ſolemn religious proceſſion, 


amidſt the concourſe uſually collected on ſuch ocea- 
fions. But whatever effect this might produce in 
London, the Yorkifts of Ireland ruſhed too vio- 
lently into the extravagance of party zeal, to be 
reſtrained by ſuch devices. The charge of artifice 
and impoſture was there boldly retorted upon Hen- 
ry, who, it was confidently alledged, had impoſed 
on the credulity of the vulgar by an imaginary 
prince, tricked out in form of the real Plantagenet, 
and profanely abuſed the awful ceremony of a 
ceſſion, to give ſome colour to his traitorous falſe- 
hood. Emiſſaries were fent into England, where 
thoſe ſuppoſed to be moſt friendly to the houſe of Hall. 
York, were invited to aſſiſt their rightful prince, 


F and ſoon learned that their cauſe, notwithſtanding 
the vigilant precautions of Henry was to receive a 


erful ſupport. 

ff EL of York, the ſecond fiſter of Edward Bacon. 
Burgundy, was a princeſs of a bold and maſculine 
ſpirit, childleſs, rich, popular, and powerful. She 
had ſeen the reſtoration of the Lancaſtrian line with 
deep concern, was provoked by the ſeverity with 
which Henry treated the partizans of her family, 
confirmed in her averfion to this prince by his con- 
temptuous treatment of her niece Elizabeth, and 
highly gratified by every event which promiſed to 
difturb his reign. If ſhe had not originally aſſiſted 
in exciting the revolt in Ireland, ſhe was at leaſt 


= Known to approve and countenance the 


Nor did the Iriſh emiſſaries negle& to make their 
preſſing applications to this princeſs, informing her 
of the late tranſactions in their country, imploring 
33 oy acauſeto which Providence had ww 
a beginning ſo miraculouſly 1s. and whic 

they offered to ſubmit to pou il and guidance, as 
fovereign patroneſs of their juſt and pious enter- 


prize 
Hex 


HISTORY OF IRELAND. B. UI. 


Hex court was now the reſidence of all the fu- 

itives and malecontents of England. Francis lord 
Fr chamberlain to Richard the third who had 
already engaged in an unſucceſsful inſurrection a- 
gainſt Henry, repaired thither on the intelligence 
of Simnel's firſt ſucceſs in Ireland; and was quickly 
followed by John earl af Lincoln, a nobleman poſ- 
ſeiſed — 1 the moſt ſanguine hopes of advantage 
from the preſent diſorders. He was the ſon of John 
de la Pole, earl of Suffolk, and Elizabeth, ſiſter 
to Edward the fourth. The partiality of Richard 
the third, who had formed the deſign of appointing 
him ſuceeſſor to the throne, if he ſhould die without 
iſſue, had inſpired him with exalted ſentiments, and 
the ſeverity of the king to all the eminent perſons 
of his party, determined him to ſeek ſecurity in 
the moſt deſperate counſels. He knew the futility 
of Simnel's pretenſions, but was ſenſible, that if 
by his means he could dethrone Henry, 'the in- 
ſtrument could be eaſily ſet aſide. He therefore 
readily obeyed the ſummons of the dutcheſs of 
Burgundy, and ee Sir Thomas Broughton, a 
truſty agent in Englan manage the correſpon- 
dence = 9 entered folly rata 
the Iriſh adventure, and was the great counſellor 
and aſſiſtant to the dutcheſs i in concerting meaſures 
for the ſupport of Simnel. 

Hensy, in the mean time, fully informed of 
theſe dangerous commetions, took ſuch meaſures as 
were in his power to ſuppreſs them. Orders were 
iſſued for guarding the coaſts both of Ireland and 
Flanders, and preventing any ſupplies being con- 
veyed to the enemy. Care was taken that the 
papal bulls, by which the dreadful ſentence of ex- 
communication was denounced againſt all thoſe who 
preſumed to queſtion the right of Henry's ſucceſ- 
fion, ſhould be promulged in Ireland; new com- 
plaints were made at the court of Rome, and the 
* entreated to exert his ſpiritual authority a- 
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gainſt the Iriſh revolters. But ſome biſhops only Ware. 


were deterred by the apprehenſions of yore ven- 
geance. A northern Iriſh chieftain, of no incon- 


fiderable power, took advantage of the commotions 
nn the ſeat of government, and ravaged the Engliſh 
pale without controul. Still the lord deputy and 
1 poſ- * 5 


ntage eſting concern, that of deciding the right of ſuc- 


is adherents were totally engaged by a more inter- 


ceſſion to the throne of England: and now, to 
animate their hopes, two thouſand veteran troops 
arrived from Flanders, under the command ot 
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Swaart, a valiant and experienced leader, attended 4. D. 


by the earl of Lincoln, vitcount Lovel, and other 1487 
X conſiderable malecontents of England. 


Taz appearance of ſuch ſupport, inſpired the 


had be- 
the ſu 


tor advantages of their own cauſe. Un- 
ſent of ſome individuals, they imagined that no 
great difficulties could be experienced in England, 
and fancied themſelves already poſſeſſed of ſove- 
reign authority, and inveſted with all the advanta- 
ges to be expected from a revolution. In the mean 
time it was reſolved to 
ronation of their favourite prince. 
conducted in due ſtate to the cathedral, called 
Chriſt Church, attended by the lord deputy and 


other adherents. The biſhop of Meath explained 
and enforced his right to the crown from the pul- 
pit; it was formally recognized by all who attend- 
ed on the ceremonial ; a crown, ſaid to have been 
taken from a ſtatue of the Virgin, was placed on 
his head, amidft the acclamations of the people ; 


proceed to the ſolemn co- 
He was 


and from the church he was conveyed in pomp to Ware. 


the caftle of Dublin, elevated on the ſhoulders of 


Darcv, 
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mas Butler, a 


of theſe commotions, was attainted, and his poſ- 
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Darcy, chief of a conſiderable Engliſh family of 
Meath ; a ceremony which ſeems to have been a- 
from the native Iriſh. 

To complete the royal character, the young king 
iſſued his writs of ſummons, and convened a par- 
liament, in which laws were enacted, and ſubſidies 
granted, the utmoſt vengeance denounced againſt 
thoſe who preſumed to reſiſt him, and particularly 
againſt the city of Waterford, whoſe poſſeſſions and 
franchiſes were declared forfeit, on account of their 
perverſe oppoſition to the new government. Tho- 
cipal branch of the family of Or- 
mond, who had fled into England to — Henry 


ſeſſions ſeized. William his brother was alſo treated 


as a rebel, and obliged to fly for fafety into the 


The voted a fub- 


neighbouring kingdom. 
pe to ſoften his reſentment, and to 


fidy to the 


nitration of t, the — and 
execution of Juſtice, paſſed for ſome time 
in the name of Edward the fixth. But this 
of royalty was too flight to fatisfy the yaa. VIEWS 
of thoſe who fi the adventurer, not to eſ- 
tabliſh his dominion in Ireland, but to expel the 
reigning e from England. A council was aſ- 
fembled 288 _— of employing the 
powers they had obtained, and improving the fuc- 
ceſs which had already attended their young king. 
It was to continue in their ſitua- 
Ireland the ſeat of war, to draw 


prompt 
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ous commotions in the e. 
Bur however wiſe and 
appear at firft view, the circumſtances of affairs in 
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KEingdom. Such were the ; 
they tranſmitted to their friends, and ſuch is the 
ſtrain in which grave and judicious hiſtorians ſpeak 
of their ſucceſs. But in effect, this adventurer and 
his adherents, amidſt all their ſpecious ſhew of roy- 


perhaps a fingle chieftain, who was 
FT tempted to take advantage of their preſent phren- 
*X 2zy, and lay waſte ſome of their borders. Many of 
the reſt could boaſt that the Engliſh ſettlements 
ſubſiſted only by their protection, and left them to 
enjoy their power in thoſe diſtricts, from whence 
they had not yet been expelled, as an inferior ſept 
now naturalized in their country. 
Kildare, Deſmond, or de 
mand numerous followers; 
but Iriſh 
1 I bearing a 

tains. The new king, affiſted with all the influ- 
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VII. 
The Engliſh noblemen, who reſided in the ſeat of 


government, faw nothing of the country but what 
3X wore the faireſt and moſt flattering aſpect, and ima- 
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gined themſelves already in poſſeſſion of a whole 
entations which 


alty and magnificence, commanded but in a very 
confined, harraſſed, and impoveriſhed quarter of 
the iſland. Far the greater part of it was poſſeſſed 
by warlike ſepts, who neither feared their power 
nor interfered in their intereſts or conteſts, unleſs 
provoked or 


Burgo, could indeed com- 
yet not as Engliſh lords 
princes, not completely aſſimilated, but 

reſemblance to the old native chief- 


ence of the lord deputy, could with difficulty con- 
trive to maintain his houſhold, and fu the or- 


dinary eſtabliſhment of the ftate for any conſide- 


rable time. All the reſources he could extort from 
=, Of a numerous army: ſo that it became abſol 
4; neceflary to change the ſcene of their adventure. 


ware une wget > ho pings 
* 


Men, whoſe warm tempers hurry them into en- 
imaginations with 
the ſucceſs of their 
through all orders; and even th 
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Bacon. 


to England; the reſolution, which ſuited the ne- I 5 
was ſoon adopted, and the embarkation prepared. 


ally in thoſe parts where the invaſion was expected 


vel had been lately diſcomfited in this part of Eng- 


| ple. But they were every where received with fi- 
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lowers in ſuch enterprizes indulge their dreams of 
riches and honours. The violence of thoſe of Eng- 
liſh deſcent, and the ſanguine inexperience of their 
Iriſh adherents, were not to be reſtrained by their 
ſuperiors. They preſſed clamorouſly to be led in- 


ceſſities of the ftate and the paſſions of the people, 
Henry in the mean time levied his troops, eſpeci- 


to fall continued his progreſs, made the neceſſary 
diſpoſitions i in the ſuſpected countries; and, to cap- 
tivate the people by an appearance of piety, viſited 
the ſhrine of cur Lady of Walfingham, a great 
ſcene of popular devotion, where he offered his 
prayers and vows for deliverance; and returning to 
London, was there informed that the rebels from 
Ireland had landed in Lancaſhire, at a place called 
Foudrey, and were joined by Sir Thomas Brough- 
ton and his troop. 

Tux earl of Kildare had been left i in Dublin to 
attend the affairs of government. His brother, 
lord Thomas Fitz-Gerald, was poſſeſſed with ſuch 
perfect confidence of ſucceſs, that he reſigned the 
place of Iriſh chancellor, to follow the fortunes of 
Simnel, and with Maurice, another brother, attend- 
ed on the earl of Lincoln, who took the lead in 
this expedition. His courſe was directed towards 
York, a meaſure deemed highly injudicious, as Lo- 


land, and the popular diſcontents allayed by Hen- 


ry's appearance. His army * their 
whole eſs, affected the frictet and moſt inof- 
fenſive r 


ularity, as if their young king were ten- 
derly ſolicitous for the peace and welfare of his peo- 


lent aſtoniſhment. The people, awed by the re- 

N which Henry had acquired of conduct and 

ucceſs, ſuffered this army of foreigners, 2 
um 
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ſumed to obtrude a ſovereign on England, to paſs 
unaſſiſted, to the utter confuſion of their leaders, 
who had now no hopes but in a ſpeedy and deciſive 
ation. The king advanced upon them, and was 
reinforced by the well affected; the rebels with 


7 , N equal alacrity marched to meet him. They had 
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bent their courſe towards Newark, with intent to 
| ſurprize it. Henry, to prevent them, advanced his 


army between their camp and the town, a motion 
ſoon followed by an engagement near a village cal- 
led Stoke, in the county of Nottingham. 


9 T HE deſperate valour of the rebels, aſſiſted by = 
the conduct of Swaart and his veteran Germans, 
kept the fortune of the battle a long time doubt- 


ful, notwithſtanding the ſuperiority of the king, 


© both in the number and quality of his troops. It bid. 


is ſaid by his hiftorians, that the. van-guard of his 
army only was engaged, and yet the aſſault of the 
enemy was violent and obſtinate, and attended with 
confiderable ſlaughter. The forces of Ireland took 
their ſhare in the action with a furious valour, but 
being lightly armed after the faſhion of the native 


* Triſh, for. which even thoſe of Engliſh race had 


unhappily renounced the old Engliſh weapons, they 


4 | were unable to reſiſt the impreſſions of the royal 


army: though broken, they ſtill diſdained to, fly, 


and were flaughtered: with ſuch unrelenting, ha- 


vock, as was hideous and appalling to their aſſoci- 
ates, and principally determined the victory in fa- 
vour of the king. The earl of Lincoln, the lords 
Thomas and Maurice Fitz-Gerald, Plunket, and 
other Iriſhmen of diſtinction; the gallant Swaart 
and Sir Thomas Broughton, all fell upon the field 
of Battle. Lord Lovel having never been heard 
of more, was ſuppoſed to have undergone the ſame 
fate. Four thouſand of the rebels are ſaid to have 
been ſlain in this battle. And among the priſon- 
ers, Simnel himſelf, attended by the prieſt his 
may; _ the misfortune to fall into the king's 
{ OL, II. | 
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life of this wretched inſtrument: he configned him F 


MS.Trin. Letters arrived from Henry to the citizens of Wa- 3 | 
Col.Dub. tzrford, commending their fidelity, and encourag- 


Clogher and Offory, to infli& the uſual eccleſi. 
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hands, and thus cloſed his ſhort career of greatneſs. 2 
Henry affected too great magnanimity to take the 


to the menial offices of his kitchen, as the moſt % 
effectual means to mortify his adherents, and to 
preſerve a living memorial of their infatuation, ſo L 
as to deter others from the like factious enterprizes. 
Simon the prieſt was treated with greater rigour : 5 
while his pupil was induigently advanced to the rank 
of falconer to the kipg, he was kept in cloſe and 
ſevere confinement, and moſt probably ſuffered all 3 
the puniſhment due to his attempt. 1 
Tus were the ſubjects of Ireland enkaned| 3 
from their dream of victory, riches, and honour, i 
to a fearful ſenſe of their temerity, and the reſent: F 
ment of that rigid prince whom they had offended. 


ing them to perſevere in a brave and loyal oppo- 
ſition to the earl of Kildare and the citizens of 
Dublin. A papal bull was directed to thoſe pre-. 
lates who had not been accuſed of the rebellion, 
the archbiſhops of Caſhel and Tuam, biſhops of 


aſtical cenſures on the delinquent clergy, in which 
number were involved the primate of Armagh 
(though he had refuſed to aſſiſt at the coronation M 
of Simnel) the archbiſhop of Dublin, and the pre- 
lates of Meath and Kildare. The ftorm of ven- 
geance was thus gathering; but to avert it, the 
earl of Kildare and other lords inſtantly diſpatched 
their emiſſaries to the king, by whom they ac- 
knowledged their fault, and palliated it by ſuck 
pretences as they could deviſe, humbly imploring 
pardon, and promiſing by their future good con- 
duct to attone for their late error. A prince ſo 
buſily occupied in ſuppreſſing the remains of civi Þ 
commotion in England, found it neceſſary to ſul 
pend his attention to the tate of Ireland; & v. 

ent 1 
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vient proſecution of the revolters in this coun! 


the 1 would require to be ſupported by a conſiderable 
um WM f{o:ce, and the whole fabrick of Iriſh government 
a0ſt might probably be diſſolved in the conflict. The 


14 very nobles who had eſpouſed the cauſe of his ri- 
, ſo val, were abſolutely necefary to his intereſts in re- 
| . pelling the Iriſh inſurgents; nor was there any 
rover in this country which could be raiſed in 
ank competition to that of Kildare and his aſſociates. 
The few lords who had been untainted by the late 
revolt, were of inferior note, the family of Butler 
2K diſperſed and their adherents diſcouraged. The 
FF houſe of Deſmond, which had indeed taken no part 
in the late diſorders, was favourably diſpoſed to their 
- ©. kinſman, or if they might be flattered into an op- 
= © poſition to Kildare, were at this time too much em- 
barraſſed by their particular diſorders. James, earl 
of Deſmond, during the courſe of SimnePs rebel- 
lion, had been treacherouſly murdered by a vindic- Ibid. 
tive ruffian whom he retained, and dying without 
- male iſſue, left his heir and brother entirely involy- 
ed in purſuing the aſſaſſin and his accomplices. 
Such circumſtances were maturely weighed by Hen- 
ry and his council. He contented himſelf for the 
= preſent with anſwering the ſubmiſſions of his Iriſh 
ſubjects by declarations of pardon, attended how- 
ever with ſevere reflections on their folly and diſ- 
loyalty. Kildare in particular was aſſured that the 
= royal grace muſt entirely depend upon his future 
loyal and dutiful conduct, was ſtrictly enjoined and 
inſtructed to ſupport the king's intereſt, and thus 
I for the preſent was continued in the government. 
3 The citizens of Dublin taking advantage of theſe 
apparently favourable diſpoſitions of king Henry, 
aadreſſed the throne, acknowledging their offence, 
leading the powerful influence and example of the 
great lords, and even of their venerable prelates, 
by which they had been ſeduced, and humbly im- 
1- a (3 2 ploring 
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| ploring to be included in the grace and pardon ex- þ 


Voyage 
of Sir 
R. Edg- 
combe. 
MS. Trin 


Col. Dub. 


tended to the offending ſubjects of their land. 4 
Bur notwithſtanding this general appearance of 
ſubmiſſion on the part of his ſubjects in Ireland, 
and the affected lenity of the king, notwithſtand- 
ing the patents of pardon were prepared in favour 
7 all the lords and prelates guilty or . or 
whoſe conduct might hereafter be expoſed to any | 

attack, ſomething | a was ſtil] neceſſary to com- 
poſe the affairs of Ireland, after ſuch a commotion, 


and to eſtabliſh the king's intereſt and authority in 


this country. Sir Richard Edgcombe, who had 
been already employed in negociations with the 
king of Scots, an officer of his houſhold, and ane | 
in whom he repoſed peculiar confidence, was ſent |} 
into Ireland with a troop of five hundred men, to } 
oblige the ſubjects to renew their oaths of allegi- l 
ance, and to tender the royal pardon, upon ſuch | 
conditions as might aſſure the king of their future 
8 . 2 q 


FEDpcocomsE, on his arrival at the harbour of C 


Kinſale, 3 from ſome apprehenſions of the 
temper and diſpoſitions of the people, at firſt re- 
fuſed to land, but obliged Barry, a principal lord 


in this diſtrict, to attend him on board his ſhip, | 


there to take the oath of allegiance, and do homage | 
for his barony. He was however prevailed upon | 
to honour the city with his preſence, and the oaths I 
and homage of lord Courcey were received in the 

church with greater form. Hence he proceeded in | 
a coaſting voyage to Waterford, where his only | 
part was to commend and confirm the loyalty of } 
the inhabitants. On his arrival in the harbour of | 
Dublin, the magiſtracy were prepared to receive 
him with the udmoſt ſubmiſſions. But Kildare, 
when he had once recoyered from his firſt alarm | 
and ſurprize, began to recollect his own power and 
conſequence, nor was he ready to attend the king's 
commiſſioner, or decided in the part he was now 
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to take. Under pretence of his being at preſent 
engaged in a pilgrimage to ſome of the Iriſh ſeats 
of devotion, ſeven days were ſuffered to elaſpe, be- 
fore he vouchſafed to repair to Dublin. And when 
he at length conſented to an interview with Edg- 
combe, the haughty ſeverity of the commiſſioner 
was returned with a cold civility. His overtures 
were examined, and diſcuſſed with freedom: The 
earl conſented to do homage and fealty, and to give 
aſſurance of the moſt ſolemn oaths for his future 
fidelity. But ſome additional ſecurity was demand- 
ed, (the nature of it is not diſtinctly mentioned) 
which was either offenſive to the pride, or prejudi- 
cial to the intereſt of the earl and other great lords. 


Objections were raiſed, and the parties at firſt ſe- 


parated in diſguſt. The treaty was renewed, but 


Y Kildare perfifted in dictating the terms on which he 


would accept his pardon; and Edgcombe, after 


l | ſome delay, deemed it prudent to acquieſce. Ho- 


mage and fealty were performed in a folemn and 


F pon manner by the earl of Kildare, the lords 


ortleſter, Gormanſton, Slane, Hoath, Trimble- 


| fton, and Dunſany ; they were abſolved from the 


's ſentence of excommunication ; the prelates 
of Dublin, Meath, and Kildare, with ſome abbots 
and priors, ſubmitted in like manner, and received 
the like abſolution; and ſuch were the prevarica- 
tions apprehended, and ſuch ridiculous pretences 
were uſually deviſed for breaking through the moſt 
aweful forms of obligation, purpoſedly adminiſter- 
ed with every circumſtance that ſtrike the 


mind with terror and veneration, that Edgcombe is 


exact in ſpecifying, that the Hoſt on which the 

Iriſh lords were ſworn, had by ſtipulation been con- 

ſecrated by a chaplain of his own, on whom he 

232 

preſented with a chain of gold from the king, in 

token of grace and reconciliation. The citizens of 
G 3 Dublin, 
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Dublin, Drogheda, and Trim, the primate of Ar- 


magh, and ſome other offending clergy were alſo 
received into favour, and {wore allegiance. The 
only perſons to whom the royal pardon was denicd, 

were Plunket, chief juſtice, and Keating, the prior 
of Kilmainham, who had become particularly ob- 
noxious by their zeal in the cauſe of Simnel. The 


moſt urgert tolicitations were uſed in favour f 


theſe offenders ; and in the caſe of Plunket they 
were at length ene Ame al. But the inſolent and tur- 
Fulent prior was declared unpardonable. He was 
! from his office of conſtable of Dublin caſtle, 
obliged to fave himſelf by flight, and ended a life 
of faction and contention, in "the moſt abject po- 
verty and contempt. 

I vs were the affairs of Ireland ſettled, and the 


ſubjects reconciled to the government of Henry; 


the carl of Kildare was continued lord deputy, and W 


left to purſue the uſual courſe of adminiſtration, 
and to repel the Iriſh invaders, whoſe outrages had 


encreaſed, and were extend ed witlꝛcut ſufficient 
controul, during the late commotions. But a ge- 


neral parden could not at once allay the jealouſies 


and animcfitics of rival lords. The few who boaſt- 
ed their attachment to the throne in a time of gene- 
ral revolt, rated their own ſervices and ſufferings MW 
at the higheſt value, inyeighed againſt their late op- 
prefiors, inceflantly ſolicited for favours and pre- 


terments, and repreſented to the king that they 


themſelves alone, of all his Iriſh ſubjects, were 


worthy of the royal confidence. Cctavian, the 
primate of Armagh, was particularly affduous 


to ſupplant the earl of Kildare, and urgently re- l 


preſented the neceflity of being appointed to the 
oice of chancellor, in order to form a balance a- 
gainſt the enormous power of the deputy. Kildare 
was no leſs aſſiduous in defeating theſe ſecret prac- 
tices; and for this purpoſe, Payne, biſhop of Meath, 
was made his emiſſary to the kir g. Henry heard 


the 
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the ſeveral repreſentations with caution and reſerve, 
and although he deemed it imprudent to make any 
preſent innovation in the ſtate of his Iriſh govern- 
ment, and therefore rejected the petitionof Octavian; 

et ſuch were the fears and ſuſpicions raiſed in his 


mind, that he deemed it neceſſary to ſummon the 
earl of Kildare, with other lords of greateſt conſe- 
& quence, into England. They attended him at 
Greenwich, and there, after ſome expoſtulations, 


received a confirmaticn of the royal grace. At a 
banquet to which they were invited, Simnel was 
appointed to officiate as a butler, to ſtrike his great 
partizans of Ireland with the more forcible im- 
reſſion of their own folly. But this mortification of 
holding the idol to whom they had bowed the 


3F knee, degraded to his original meanneſs, was fol- 
X lowed by the moſt engaging expreſſions of indul- 

+ gence and favour. The baron of Hoath, who al- 
though for greater ſecurity he accepted the king's 


pardon, yet had not engaged in the rebellion, re- 


cdeived a preſent of three hundred pounds; and all 
2X were diſmiſſed with marks of confidence, and gra- 
cious affurances of being honoured and diftinguiſh- 


ed, according to their future loyal ſervices. 

Tux earl of Kildare reſumed his government 
with full power and conſequence, and exerciſed it 
for ſome time in peace and ſplendor. His rivals 
were depreſſed, and their factions and clamours 
filenced. His forces were ſufficient to defend the 
borders from any danger to be apprehended from 
occaſional inſurgents, and the Iriſh chieftains of 


7 greateſt note were too well affected to his perſon, 
vr too deeply engaged in their own quarrels, to 


make any important attempt upon the Engliſh ſet- 
tlements. In the South, the new earl of Deſmond 
acted intirely as an independent ſovereign, made 
wars and treaties with his neighbours, without any 
oppoſition to Englith government, but without any 


interference with the king's miniſters. His power 


was greater than that of any chieftain in Munſter, 
— 7 and 
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and his renown encreaſed by two victories gained, 
one m Thomond, over O'Carrol, prince of Ely, the 
other in Deſmond, over Mac-Arthy, a potentate 
of ſtill greater figure and authority. Each of theſe 
Iriſh chieftains fell in battle; and ſuch ſueceſſes, 
though not gained in the cauſe of Engliſh govern- 
ment, yet contributed to its ſecurity, by employing, 
weakening, and intimidating ſome of its moſt dan- 
gerous rivals. In the North, O Nial, kinſman to 
the lord deputy, and confident in the ſupport of his 
authority, attempted to oppreſs the neighbourin 
chieftain of Tirconnel, and ſoon kindled up a deſ- 
perate provincial war in Ulſter. The deputy at- 
tempted to compoſe the conteſt hy his mediation, 
but without effect. It continued with all the cir- 
cumſtances of barbarity incident to ſuch quarrels, 

until the murder of O' Nial, and the infirmities of 
his rival for a while | aſpended the animoſities of 
each party; which had r more conſiderable 
for their immediate cauſe, than the pride of O'Nial, 

who demanded that his enemy ſhould recognize his 
ſuperiority by paying tribute. The laconic ſtate 
with which the demand was made and rejected, 

would deſerve to be admired in a nobler conteſt, 
Send me tribute, or elſe—was the meſſage of O'Naal. 
The anſwer was expreſſed with the ſame princely 
brevity. I owe yon 3 „— 

Bur while ſuch futile conteſts left the Engliſh 
ſubjects free from any extenfive inſurrection or dan- 
gerous invaſion, the affairs of England afforded 
new occafion to the revival of their factions. Ano- 
ther pretender to the crown aſſumed the name of 
| Richard duke of York, and r nd = 
patronized by the reſtleſs dutcheſs of Bu 3 
It was reſolved that the adventurer ſhot 
make his e in Ireland; in the mean time 
Perkin Warbeck (fo he was called) retired to Por- 

till a fair occaſion ſhould preſent itſelf for 
ing his pretenſions. The defign, however ſe- 
cretly 
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cretly conducted, could not eſcape the vigilance of 
Henry, and determined him to make ſuch diſpoſi- 
tions in the Iriſh government, as he deemed beſt Ware. 
ſaited to his intereſts: The earl of Kildare was re- 
moved from the adminiſtration, and Walter, the 
archbiſhop of Dublin, ſubſtituted in his room, as 
deputy to the duke of Bedford. The chief juſtice, 
| Plunket, was raiſed to the ſtation of lord chancel-&ymer, 
lor; ſuch was the confidence now repoſed in him; 
and the baron of Portleſter, who had enjoyed the 
office of treaſurer for forty years, was obliged to P. 
refign in favour of Sir James Ormond, a natural 
ſon of that earl who had died on his pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land. Theſe changes ſhew the one 
aſſiduity of the prelate, and Plunket in particular, 
in practiſing at the eourt of England, and ſupplant- 
ing their former aſſociates; nor could they fail to 
excite jealouſies and diſſatisfactions. The earl of 
Kildare, diſguſted at his abrupt removal, was ſtill 
more provoked at ſeeing Ormond return to Ireland, 
veſted with high authority, to revive the power of 
his rivals, the Butlers, and to ſupply the abſence of 
the preſent earl of Ormond, who was in high fa- 
vour with the king, and employed on an embaſſy in 
France. The knight, on his part, was little careful 
to keep terms with the hereditary enemy of his 
houſe, whoſe power and influence he conceived to 
be confiderably in their wane. The mutual pride 
and animoſity of theſe competitors burſt forth at 
once on the arrival of Ormond. They flew to arms 
without the leaſt regard to the authority of govern- 
ment, and continued their brawl to the great 
annoyance and confufion of the Engliſh ſubjects, as 
well as the of the Iriſh nts. 
Ancnnisnor Walter in the mean time convened 
his parliament, where every tranſaction ſeems to 
have been purpoſedly calculated for the mortifica- 
tion of Adare and his affociates. Some proceed- 
ings and inquiſitions which Portleſter had — 
ca 
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Iriſh Stat. carried on againſt the archbiſhop, and by which he 
8H. VII. as deprived of a conſiderable part of his tempo- 
ralties, were pronounced grievous and malicious, 

and utterly annulled. This nobleman was declared 

to have converted the revenues of the kingdom to 

his own purpoſes, for more than forty years, and 
ordered to account in the exchequer, and pay the 

whole arrears of this long period, on pain of for- 

feiture and impriſonment. The tranſactions of Kil- 

dare during the inſurrection of Simnel, were invi- 

diouſly recalled to view, and condemned with great 
ſeverity. The citizens of Waterford, who (as it 

is expreſſed by this aſſembly) had by falſe ſurmiſes 

been attainted by authority of parliament, in the 

time of Gerald earl of Kildare, lord deputy, in the 

reign of the preſent king, were fully reſtored to 

all their grants, authorities, and privileges: the 

fame favour was ſhewn to thoſe of the f amily of But- 

ler, who had been attainted and driven from their 
poſſeſſions, during the adminiſtration of Kildare. 

Theſe proceeding, evidently dictated by party ra- 

ther than juſtice, were attended by an act of re- 
ſumption of all grants from the firſt year of Henry } 

the fixth; an uſual inſtrument of faction and re- | 

venge. q 

Suca was the fituation of the Iriſh government, 
when Perkin Warbeck was ſent by his ſecret abet- | 
A. P. tors into this kingdom. He landed on the ſouthern | 
Ware. coaſt, without troops or retinue, or any proviſions J 
for exciting an inſurrection, appeared in the city of 

Cork in the character of Richard Plantagenet, who 

had eſcaped from the Tower, and was received and 
entertained by the chief magiſtrate with the honour | 

due to this young prince. Hence he ſent letters tothe 

earls of Kildare and Deſmond, acknowledging their 

loyal attachment to the family of York, notify- | 

ing his arrival in their country, and entreating their | 
aſſiſtance for the recovery of his rights. Kildare, 

beſides his attachment to the family. of Edward 
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the fourth, had lately been mortified and provoked 

by Henry. Deſmond lived at a diftance from his 
power, and unconnected with his government. The 

manner in which the former received this invitation, 

though not explicit, was at leaſt ſuſpicious. Def- 
mond, without reftraint, at once declared in favour 

of the new adventurer. But, before his appear- 

ance in Ireland could produce any confiderable ef- 

fect, he was ſuddenly called into France by the 

prefling applications of king Charles, who deemed 
him a convenient inſtrument to his purpoſe of for- 

cing Henry to a peace. 


Tux real character, the progreſs and the fortunes 


of this adventurer do not properly belong to the 
preſent hiſtory. It is only pertinent to obſerve, 


that his ſhort reſidence in Ireland ſerved to enflame 


the violence of faction, to excite rumours and jea- 
louſies, and to afford occaſions for intereſted re 


and accuſations at the court of England. The Ware. 


Engliſh pale had been ſeverely viſited by that ex- 
traordinary malady called the Sweating Sickneſs. 
This had been ſucceeded by famine and peſtilence; 
yet ſuch calamities could not ſuſpend the faction 
and rivalry of the great lords. Perpetual com- 
plaints were made to Henry by every party, of the 
dangerous practices and defigns of their competi- 
tors. This prince, harraſſed by repeated accounts 
of the diſorders ſubſiſting among his ſubjects of 
Ireland, and impatient of the contradictory advi- 
ces received from this country, ſuddenly diſpatched 


a mandate to the archbiſhop of Dublin to repair to 


England, and lay before him a full and clear detail 
of all the circumſtances of his Iriſh government. 
Preſton, lord Gormanſton, was appointed lord de- 
puty in his room; and although his powers were 
more confined, than thoſe uſually annexed to his 
office, yet as he was well known to be a partizan 
of the Geraldines, his advancement could not but 
prove offenſive to their oppolers, Kildare — 

wats 
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tertained at the court with particular attention. 
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thoſe lords, who had formerly been united with 
him, chearfully concurred in tupport of this new 
deputy, and aſſociated for the protection of the 
liſh borders. Their antagoniſts were violent 
in oppoſition to Gormanſton. 
liament at Drogheda: they refuſed obedience to its 
ſtatutes, for they pleaded that it had been aſſem- 


| bled irregularly, and without due authority; that 


the deputy had no power by his commiſſion to hold 
a parliament; that the duke of Bedford, from 
whom his authority was derived, had reſigned his 
office previous to the convention; that the writ of 
ſummons which ſhould have been general, had been 
iſſued only to four counties. Such pretences ſerv- 
ed to excite new clamours, and afforded the fac- 
tious a fair pretence of equity and public ſpirit, to 
conceal their intereſted and malignant purpoſes. 
In the mean time archbiſhop Walter attended on 
the king, and was received with ſufficient favour, 
His aſpe& commanded reſpect, but his piety and 
gravity were more conſpicuous than his penetration 


and abilities. In his converſation on the ſtate of 


Ireland, Henry expreſſed his ſurprize that his ſub- 
jects of this land ſhould be fo prone to faction and 
rebellion, and that fo little advantage had hitherto 
been derived from the acquiſitions of his predeceſ- 
fors, notwithſtanding the fruitfulneſs natural 
advantages of Ireland. Walter with the fimplicity 
of an eccleſiaſtic, rather than the deep reſearch of 
an able ſtateſman, aſcribed this entirely to the idle 
and ring life which had been learned from 
the native Iriſh, and which made the people ready 


for innovation, eafily led aftray, irritable and tur- 


bulent. Henry was too much verſed in the exten- 
five range of policy to be thus fatisfied. But an 
apparent goodneſs of heart, fincerity, and unaffect- 
ed integrity have more powerful attractions than 
even knowledge and penetration. Walter was en- 


He convened a par- 
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Being preſent when a foreign ambaſſador was in- 
troduced, and in a florid harangue expatiated on 
the glory and renown of the Engliſh monarch, 
Henry, turning to the archbiſhop, deſired his opt- 
nion of this oration which his courtiers fo applaud- 
ed. lt pleaſeth me well, faid Walter with an 
undeſigning eaſe and fincerity : but methinks it 
e flattered your highneſs too much.” In footh,” 
replied the king with great compoſure, the very 
e ſame fault, good father of Dublin, occurred to 
« us, and we were minded to obſerve it.“ 

Tae favourable reception of this prelate could 


J not but alarm the party who had offended and op- 


poſed him, or whoſe conduct had been obnoxious 
or injurious to the intereſts of the crown. The 
ear] of Kildare particularly dreaded the effect of 
his repreſentations, To guard __ them, he 
reſolved to repair to the court of England; and 


4 there pathetically repreſented to the king the inde- 


fatigable malice of his enemies, in abufing the royal 


3 | confidence with falſe accuſations of his conduct, 


and infinuations of his diſloyalty; and with the 
moſt zeaious profeſſions of fidelity, boldly offered 
to juſtify his conduct againſt every ſuggeſtion of 
his adverſaries. But Henry was by this time fully 
prepoſſeſſed againſt this earl. The archbiſhop had 
diſcloſed every ſuſpicious circumſtance of his con- 
duct; and the partizans of the earl of Ormond, 
Henry's diſtinguiſhed favourite, had induſtriouſſy 
laboured to convince the king of his diſaffection 
and turbulent diſpoſition. He was told that vari- 


ous articles of accuſation had indeed been urged 


againſt him ; but that it was in Ireland only where 
fuch matters could be accurately examined and diſ- 
cuſſed : that his defence muſt be made there, and 
for this purpoſe he was to attend a new lord deputy 
now preparing to embark ; that Sir Edward Poy- 
rings, an Engliſh knight, in whom the king placed 
peculiar confidence, was inveſted with this office, 

—— accom- 
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accompanied with ſuch powers as would effectual- 
ly quell the diſaffected; that he would hear all 
complaints, and decide all controverſies, puniſh 
the delinquent, and reward the meritorious, fo as 
to leave no juſt grounds of diſcontent among the 
Iriſh ſubjects. = 

Henxzy about this time had taken ſevere venge 
ance on his enemies fo as to terrify the diſaffected. 
He had leiſure to attend to the neceſſary meaſures 
for regulating his dominions, and eſtabliſhing the 
ſucceſhon of his family. But the pretenſions of a 
competitor ſtill ſubſiſted: Ireland had already prov- W 
ed a fit ſcene for commotion and conſpiracy: ſo Mt 
that his perſonal ſecurity, as well as the intereſts of 
of his crown, neceſſarily 3 him to make the 


affairs of this country an eſpecial object of his 


care“. For the preſent he determined to begin 


with an entirely new adminiftration of Iriſh go- Y 
vernment, compoſed of men of approved attatch- 


= 
WIT 
TT 


The late tranſactions in Ireland, the bold attempt in fa- 's 


vour of Simnel, and the deſperate valour diſplayed by the 


troops led into England by the Geraldines, had made this 
country the ſubject of general diſcourſe and ſpeculation; and 


the riſing ſpirit of projett and enquiry had engaged individuals 


to ſearch deeply into the revolutions experienced in Ireland, 4 
ever ſince the reign of Henry the ſecond; the declenfion of i 


the Engliſh intereſt, the diſpoſitions, temper, and power of iſ 
the old natives, the deſigns and competitions of great lords, 
the conduct of the king's officers, and the means of rendering 
an appendage to the crown of England, in itſelf fo valuabie, 
of real weight and conſequence to the general weal. There 
18 4 difcourte ſtill extant in ſome repoſitories of curious papers 
id to have been preſented to the king and council, not later 
than = 00m gong, Tn 0 Ns of Ireland are 
copiouſly ined. The author labours to engage the king 
m the complete reduction and ſettlement of this counry. His 
hopes of ſucceſs he founds on a ſuppoſed prophecy, that about 
preſent time, this great and important undertaking was to 
be compleated, and that, in conſequence, an united army ct 
England and Ircland was to ſeat the king upon the throne of 
France, to reftore the Greeks, to recover — and 
to make him emperor of Rome. Vet notwithſtanding this 
ridiculous fanaticiſm of the projector, his reſearches were ac- 
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ment to the throne, and unconnected with any of 
the different factions, which had for ſome time 
raiſed ſuch commotions in Ireland. It was reſolv- 
ed that Sir Edward Poynings ſhould be attended 
to his government, with a force conſiſting of about 
one thouſand men. AnEngliſh lord chancellor. was 
appointed to accompany him, Dean, hiſhop of 
Bangor, and Prior of Lanthony ; Sir Hugh Conway, 
an Engliſh knight, was appointed lord treaſurer; the 
former judges were removed, and Engliſh lawyers 
of good repute ſubſtituted in their place. All 
theſe embarked with Poynings, and on his arrival 
in Dublin were ſworn of the privy council. 


_ CHAP. 


> X curate, and his policy judicious. He recounts no leſs than 


ſixty regions of different dimenſions, all governed by Iriſh 
chieftains, after their ancient laws and manners, together with 
a long catalogue of degenerate Engliſh, who had renounced all 
obedience to government, in the ſeveral provinces. The pale of 
Engliſh law and civil obedience, he confines within the narrow 


2 bounds of half the counties of Uriel, Meath, Kildare, Dublin. and 


Wexford, and the comman people of theſe diſlricts he repteſents 
as entirely conforming to the I:iſh habit and language, Sh 
they proteſſed obedience to the laws; fo general had been the 
intercourle of foſtering, mariiage. and alliance with the enemy, of 
which the deputy himſelf had tet the example, and which of con- 
ſequence he could not reftrain. The grievances of theſe coun- 


ties, from oppreſſive exaQtions, unnatural teuds, expeditions under- 


taken by deputies from perſonal animoſity, or private intereſt, to 
the utter ruin of the ſubject, and without the leaſt advantage to 
the ſtate; laws forgotten, neglected. and defied; an encreaſing 
degeneracy, a general ignorance, and fcandalous inattention to in- 
ſtrut and reform the people, are all detailed fully, The remedies 
propoſed are, a competent force tent out of England to ſupport 
the authority of a chief governor of integrity and equity; a 


ſtrict attention to training the people to the Engliſh art of war; 


garriſons ſtationed ſo as to awe the Iriſn enemies and rebels, to 
put an end to local quarrels, and gradually to reduce the whole 
body of inhabitants to obedience ; equitable and moderate taxa- 
tiov, ſubſtituted in the place of arbitrary impoſitions, with other 
particular regulations, many of which were atterwards adopted. 
Such remains of antiquity are not unworthy of notice, as the fen- 
ments and opinions of cotemporaries ſerre to illultrate and con- 


darus five Salus Populi. MS. Trin. Col. Dub. — 


firm the repreſentations collected from hiſtory or records. Pan- 
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Arrival of Sir Edward P onings.—Objetts of bis ad. 
miniſtration. —Inſurrefion of an Iriſh chieftain.— 
Poynings takes the field. —Prepoſſeſſed againſt the 
earl of Kildare.—The earl accuſed of a correſpon- | 
dence with the enemy.—His brother ſeizes Carlow. 
— Poynings alarmed. —Treats with the Iriſh. —Sum- 
mons a parliament. —Atts of the tenth of Henry the | 
ſeventh — Lau Second attempt of Per- 
kin on Ireland — He is ſupported openly by the car! 
of Deſmond. —He retires ta Scotland. —Kildare ac- 

cuſed of difloyalty, and ſent priſener to the king.— i 
His behaviour to the king, —His contemptuaus treat- * 
nent of his. accuſers.—The king's final anſwer. to 
their charge. Kildare reſtored to the government of 
Ireland. — Deſmond pardoned — Iriſh ſubjets recon- 
ciled to the king. Device for reſtraining the Iriſh % 
enemies. —Vigorous condutt of Kildare —His quar- | 
rels with the Butlers accommodated. — Prattices of 
bis enemies defeated —His fiſter given in marriage 
to Pierce Butler —Who kills Str James Ormond, i 
and ſucceeds to his power and poſſeſſions —Daugh- il 
ter of Kildare married to Uliac Clanricarde.— Dan- 
gerons conſequence of this alliance —Battle of Knock- 
tow.—lts conſequences — Revival and * of 
the Ealiſ power in Ireland. 


HE arrival of Sir Edward Poynings to af- | 
85 ſume the office of vic . was an event 
A. D. Attended with conſiderable expectation. It 2 1 
1494- appeared to be the fixed purple of the king, 
break the power of thoſe who by their ſta- | 

lon anne hat an extenſive influence 

in Irland, who could raiſe numerous followers, 
and by authority of their name, lead them to any 

factious enterprizes ; who when, entruſted _ 
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the government, could model the legiſlative aſſem- 
blies at their will, and dictate ſuch laws to their 
creatures, as might beſt ſerve the purpoſes of their 
power, their intereſt, or their e who had 
connived at the growing degeneracy of the old Eng- 
liſh, and by their own pernicious examples had en- 
couraged a contempt and diſregard of law and ci- 
vility; who by their wars harraſſed the ſubjects, 
and by their parliaments loaded them with repeated 
taxes, ever gric vous, frequently unneceſſary, and 
almoſt always miſapplied. The ſcheme of this 
chief governor was nothing leſs than that of a ge- 
neral and extenſive reformation of the ſtate, to put 
an end to the iniquity of miniſters, and the oppreſ- 
ſions of the people, as well as to extinguiſh every 
remaining ſpark of diſaffection and rebellion. A 
eneral reduction of the old natives, or a con ſidera- 
ble extenſion of the Engliſh dominions in Ireland, 
could not as yet make any part of his deſign. The 
pale was to be firſt reformed, and the preſent body 
of ſubjects to be taught the ſalutary reſtraints of 
order and polity, to be ſtrengthened and invigorat- 
ed by wholeſome diſcipline. 
Som commotions however in the Northern pro- 
vince, gave him an opportunity to employ his mi- 
litary force before he could proceed to any impor- 
tant meaſure of civil government. An Iriſh chief- 
tain, called O Hanlon, had proved remarkably tur- 
bulent during all the late time of commotion. 
Though vigourouſly opp>ſed by Kildare, yet his 
incurſions were continued, and had grown more 
formidable by the concurrence of ſome other petty 
leaders of the northern Iriſh. Poynings marched 
out to oppoſe him, and was attended by Sir James 
de Ormond, and by the earl of Kildare. This lord 
affected the moſt zealous attachment to the Engliſh 
intereſts, in order to efface all former ſuſpicions, 
and to regain the royal favour. But his rivals 
watched his conduct with an invidious aſſiduity; 
Vol. II. H and 


Ware, 


ſion, the importance he affected, and the intempe- 


the Iriſh an embarraſſing, though not a very ho- 


from theſe they again iſſued upon any proſpect of 
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and the earl incautiouſly afforded them ſome pre- 
tence for enflaming the jealouſy, and alarming the 
ſuſpicions of Poynings. He was aſſured that Kil- | 
dare laboured inceſſantly to oppoſe him, that he 
had even entered into a fecret correſpondence with | 
the Iriſh enemy, aſſiſted them clandeſtinely, and 
was actually engaged in a conſpiracy with O Han- 
lon, to maſſacre the king's deputy. To counte- 
nance theſe ſuggeſtions, they appealed to his former 
conduct, his diſloyalty, his pride, and his oppreſ- 


rate averſion to an Engliſh governor, expreſſed by 
all his followers. Poynings was alarmed, and to 
confirm his fears, intelligence was received that lord 
James, brother to Kildare, had poſſeſſed himſelf of 
the caſtle of Carlow, in defiance of the royal au- 
thority. The private infinuations of the enemies 
to the Houſe of Kildare, were now converted in- 
to an open and direct charge of treaſon againſt the 
earl. He was arreſted and confined; the deputy 


thinking it dangerous to continue in his preſent 


ſituation, haſtily concluded a treaty with the Iriſh 
inſurgents; and marching to Carlow, laid fiege to 
the caſtle, which, after the reſiſtance of a week, 
was ſurrendered upon articles. 

Tu deputy and his Engliſh forces had found in 


nourable enemy. Inftead of marching to the field 
in all the pomp and pride of chivairy, and engag- 
ing in an open and regular battle, they darted upon 
their prey from inacceſſible woods and moraſſes; to 
theſe they retired at the approach of the royal army; 


advantage, but before the deputy could draw out 
his forces, were already vaniſhed, fo as to keep him 
in perpetual terror and perplexity without permit- 
ting him to ſtrike any decifive blow. In this new 
kind of war, and in a ftrange country, little glory 
was to be acquired, and much damage to be ap- 

prehended 


W 


prehended. He therefore received the intelligence 
of Kildare's traiterous practices with ſecret pleaſure, 
as they afforded ſome colour for his retreat, and 
was intereſted in repreſenting them at the court of 
England in the ſevereſt manner, as this conveyed 
juſtification of his military conduct. » 
As he had derived no credit from his actions in 
the field, he was of courſe more ſolicitous that his 


civil admiſtration ſhould be diſtinguiſhed by vigour 


five, fourteen months after his firſt arrival in Ire- 


land, an interval which afforded hiin ſufficient op- 


the devices of ſtateſmen, perfectly informing him- 


ſeif of the diſorders of the country, and conſidering 


the remedies neceſſary to be applied. The princi- 


reform the manners of the pale; to ftrengthen and 
ſecure the intereſts of the crown; to reviſe the 
former laws, and regulate the proceedings of future 
parliaments. Their ſtatutes had a permanent and 
remarkable effect on the political conftitution of Ire- 
land; and demand ſome notice, not ſo much to 
correct the careleſs miſrepreſentations of ſome Eng- 
liſh hiſtorians, as to ſtate facts without refinement 
or perplexity, ſome of which, at the diſtance of 
two hundred and ſeventy five years, are matters of 
particular diſcuſſion in Ireland, and at the very time 


I now write, there, afford an intereſting ſubject of 
debate. 


of the Engliſh pale, to relieve the ſubject from thoſe 
grievous impoſitions called coyne and livery, by 
which the great lords had deſolated the land; ba- 
E H 2 niſhing 


we 


10 


Bacon. 


and abilities. He ſummoned a parliament to meet 17. -Stat. 
at Drogheda, on Monday after the feaſt of Saint 10 Hen. 
Andrew, one thouſand four hundred and ninety- VII. 


portunity of hearing the popular complaints, and 


8 pal intent of this afſembly was to relieve the ſubjects 
from oppreſſion, and leſſen the enormous influence 
of the great lords; to reſtrain the degeneracy, and 


Ir vas the firſt care of this aſſembly, met pur- A. D 
poſedly and avowedly for the effectual reformation 1495. 
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niſhing the freeholders, ſeizing their eſtates, and 
filling them with the old natives, over whom they 
reigned, and by whom they were attended, in all 
the ſtate of barbarous ſovereignty. In the place of 
which was ſubſtituted a tax of twenty-ſix ſhillings 
and eight-pence on every fix ſcore acres of arable 
land, belonging either to lay or eccleſiaſtical pro- 
prietors, to be paid for five years to the king. It 
was even forbidden to receive the ufual contribu- 
tions from the landholder under the name of giſt 
or reward, and the very giver was made liable to a 


pcnalty of one hundred ſhillings. Where the ne- 3 


ceſſities of the {ate required the quartering of ſol- 
diers, the rates of their maintenance were defined 
and preſcribed, the poundage paid to the brother. 
hood of Saint George, as 1t had been by this time 
abuſed and perverted, was made payable only to 
the king; ſeveral penſions which had been extorted 
by the marchers and other lords, both lay tenants 
and eccleſiaſtics, for the pretended purpoſe of ſe- 


curing their poſſeſſions, were utterly revoked and 


annulled. The inferior orders of ſubjects were 


thus bound only to a certain ſtated contribution to 
the exigencies of tate, without any additional charge, 
but that of ſecuring the marches from inroads, by 
throwing up a competent entrenchment, for which 
cach tenant was to be allowed one year's rent. 
Tu preambles of theſe ſeveral ſtatutes contain 
ſevere refle&ions on thoſe lords by whom the peo- 
ple had been fo grievouſly oppreſſed, on the extor- 
tions daily exercited by perſons of great authority 
in the land, and the ſubtle and crafty means of un- 
ipeakable impoſition practiſed under colour of 
juſtice, by perſons pretending to be of the king's 
council. To circumſeribe the power of theſe great 
leading perſonages, it was enacted (and the laws 
themſelves point out their practices) that nocitizen, 
burgeſs, or freeman of any city, ſhall receive pay 
or wages, as the follower of any great lord; 


« foraſmuch 
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« foraſmuch as the cities and great towns, and eſ- 
« pecially the city of Dublin, have of late been 
“ abuſed, and inordinately have demeaned them- 
« ſelyes, contrary to their natural faith and alle- 
« vijance, for the amity and favour they did bear 
« todiverſe lords and gentlemen of the land.“ It 
was alſo provided that no lords or other perſons, 
not iramediately connected with corporate towns, 
ſhould be admitted into their councils, as freemen 
or magiſtrates, and thatnone ſhould bechoſen magit- 
trates or freemen but ſuch as had ferved appreatice- 
S ſhips, and were conſtant inhabitants of their reſpec- 
tives cities. The great lords themſelves were forbid- 
den toretainany followers, but their houſhold officers 
and menial ſervants, except the marchers, Who were 
neceſſarily allowed a larger following, but were tocer- 
tify the names and numberof their retinue. For the 


* 


ame purpoſe of diſſolving particular aſſociations, it 


| was forbidden to make war or peace, without licence 
of the deputy; and to excite the Iriſh againſt the inha- 
bitants of the pale, or to raiſe any war againſt the go- 
vernor, was declared high-tr2aſon. Allthoſ2compel- 
ſory alienations of church lands, by which thegreat op- 
preſſors had been enriched, were r2voked , they were 


forbidden to keep any great gun, or hand-gun, 
8 without ſpecial licence: and all their military cries, 


and words of diſtinction uſed by the ſcveral tations, 
Ss 3 If 

were prohibited as utterly ſeditious and illegal. 
To reform the lower orders of ſubjects, they were 
ſtrictly enjoined the regular and conftant uſe of 
archery. They were forbidden, in cat of mur- 


Y NE der, to profecute the oFender in the old iriſh me- 
FF thod of compelling his ſept to pay a fine, but to 


proceed regularly according to the Engliſh law; and 


his crime of murder, by a ſeverity moſt expedient 
and neceſſary in times of turbulence, was declared 


to be high-treaſon. For the like purpoſe of redu- 
cing the ſubject within the bounds of civil polity, 
the ſtatutes of Kilkenny were revived and confirm- 
ed, except that which prohibited the uſe of the 

— H 3 Ir lib 
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Iriſh language, which had by this time ſpread 
through all the Englith ſettlements, and that which 


preſcribed the uſe of ſaddles, in which particular 


the Iriſh cuſtom had fo prevailed, as to render it 


impoſſible to be aboliſhed, or at leaſt too inſigni- 
ficant to be regarded, when it was no longer a mark 
of national diſtinction. All other ſtatutes made in 


form: parlia ments for the common weal, were by 


the ſanie :av confirmed ; and ſuch irregularity had 
been produced ty the public diſorders, and ſuch 
confuſion in the records of tate, that the act directs 


that theſe ſtatutos be enquired of, and executed, and 


for the future carefully enrolled by the lord treaſu- 


rer in the king's bench and common pleas. 

Bor this cor.firmation of former ſtatutes was not 
without particular exceptions. By an act which en- 
truſted the government to the lord treaſurer, in cafe 
of the death or ſudden ſurrender of a deputy, the 
ſtatute which had veſted the election in the council 
was repealed, and this to prevent the inconvenien- 


cies experienced from the advancement of a factious 


lord. The law of election of ſherifs and other 


officers accountant, was alſo repealed, by veſting 


the nomination of theſe in the treaſurer, who, to 
guard againſt the long abuſe experienced, particu- 


larly in the caſe of lord Portlefter, was by the ſame 
ſtatute to account annually before a committee of 
council. With the ſame diſregard of that law which 
had made the officers of ſtate for life, and which 
indeed had been the act of faction, it was enacted, 
that in conſideration of the inconveniencies experi- 
enced from patents granted for life, which had em- 
boldened officers to miſuſe their authority, contra- 
ry to all natural allegiance, no perſons entruſted 
with adminiftration of juſtice, that is to fay, the 
chancellor, the treaſurer, judges, barons, _ clerk 
of the rolls, and officers accountant, ſhall have any 
authority by patent, but only at the king's pleaſure. 
All grants to be hereafter made, or any ſtatute for- 
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merly enacted to the contrary, were declared null 
and void. The act made in the reign of Henry 
the ſixth, during the adminiſtration of the duke of 
York, and which confirmed the ſuppoſed preſcrip- 
tion in favour of foreigners, and entitled them to 
protection and ſupport, notwithſtanding the king's 
writ, or letters miſſive for apprehending them, was 
recited with particular ſeverity ; all the diſorders 
raiſed by the partizans of Simnel and Warbeck, 
were imputed to it; the ſuppoſed preſcription was 
utterly denied and the ſtatute repealed. All acts 
of the parliament ſummoned under the authority 
of Simnel were totally annulled, and all records, 
proceſſes, ordinances of council, or other acts of 
ſtate done in the Ladd's name (as. he is ſtiled) for- 
bidden to be received, under the penalty of high- 


treaſon. The ſtatutes paſſed in the parliament held 


by lord Gormanſton, after the reſignation of his 
principal, the duke of Bedford, without due au- 
thority, and without general writs of ſummons to 
all the king's ſubjects, were alſo totally annulled ; 
and poſſibly the tenour of thoſe acts might have 
influenced this reverſal ſtill more. than the reaſons 
publicly aſſigndd. : 

_ BtsDes ſome ftatutes relative to individuals, we 
find in the proceedings of this famous parliament, 
an act of attainder paſſed againſt Gerald Fitz- Tho- 
mas, earl of Kildare, for treaſon and rebellion, cor- 
reſponding with the king's enemies, conſpiring with 
O'Hanlon to flay the deputy, cauſing his brother 
James to ſeize the caſtle of Carlow, practiſing the 
extortion of coyne and livery, in diverſe parts of 
the ſhire-land ; to which was added a charge of his 
engaging in a correſpondence withthe king of Scots, 
and practiſing with this avowed enemy of his liege 
lord, in order to procure forces for himſelf and the 
earl of Deſmond, that they might deſtroy the de- 
puty and the king's true ſubjects. The vengeance 
of parliament was extended to his adherents and 


H 4 kinſmen, 
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kinſmen, of whom we find a long catalogue attaint 
ed ot high-treafon, ſo as to reduce this noble fami- 
ly, which had long maintained the firſt rank in Ire. 
Jand, to the loweſt ſtate of depreſſion and dif. | 
gracc. E 
To ſecure the intereſts of the crown, and to 
controul the diſaffected, it was provided that none 
but men of Englith birth ſhould be entruſted with 2 
the care of the principal places of ftrength through- R 
at the whole Engliſh ſettlements ; and the 0 1 
tent and ſeditious conduct of prior Keating, ſug- 
geſted another ſtatute, whereby an Engliſhman a. 
lone was to be inveſted with the priory of Saint 
John of Jeruſalem. 1 
Taz only ſtatutes made in this aſſembly, which 
Engl:h hiſtorians have deigned to record, remain 
fill to be ſpecified. One of theſe purports, that 
* whereas many ſtatutes lately made within the 
realm of England would contribute to the wealth 
and proſperity of Ireland, if uſed and executed 
in the ſame, it is ordained and eſtabliſhed by the 
authority of parliament, and by the aſſent of 
lords and commons, that all ſtatutes lately made 
within the realm of England, belonging to the 
public weal of the ſame, be deemed good and 
effectual in law. accepted, uſed, and executed, 
within this land of Ireland, authorized, approv- 
ed, and confirmed in the faid land.” This, which 
lord Bacon calls a memorable law, was in his days 
ſetled, by way of eminence, the Law of Poynings; 1 
2nd 15 repreſented by this author as the firſt provi- 
fon for making the ſtatutes of England to be of 
force in Ireland. But this adoption of Engliſh fta- i 
tutes in the Triſh parliament, was neither new nor 
extraordinary. We find the very fame proviſion ³ 
made by an Iriſh ſtatute of the ſeventh year of ³³ 
Edward the fourth. Much leſs did this ſtatute 
contain any reſignation of legiſlative rights, or any 
formal inveſtiture of the parliament of England 
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lities of their author can prevent their receivin 
this appellation) are beft confuted by the very terms 
of the ſtatute. 

Tu other act is that, fo much the ſubject of 
political debate, known in this part of the Brith 
dominions by the name of Poyning's Law. It is 
called an act, that no parliament be hol4en in this 
IT land, until the acts be certified into England. Aud 
here I ſhall confine myſelf to the bare recital of it, 
as it is a ſubject on which there will be occaſion to 
ſpeak at large in the Diſſertation annexed to this 
yolume. 5 

Item, at the requeſt of the commons of the 
ec land of Ireland, be it ordained, enacted, and eſtu- 
e bliſhed, that at the next parliament that there 
e ſhall be holden by the king's commandment and 
licence, wherein amongſt other the king's grace 
entendeth to have a general reſumption of his 
whole revenues, fith the laſt day of the reign of 
king Edward the fecond, no parliament be hold- 
en hereafter in the ſaid land, but at ſuch ſeaſons 
as the king's lieutenant and council there firſt do 
certify the king under the great fcal of that land 
the cauſes and confiderations and all ſuch acts as 
them ſeemeth ſhould pais in the ſame parliament, 
and ſuch cauſes, conſiderations, and acts, afirm- 
ed by the king and his council, to be good and 
expedient for that land, and his licence ther-upon, 
as well in affirmation of the ſaid cauſes and acts, 
as to ſummon the ſaid parliament under his great 
ſeal of England had and obtained: that done a 
parliament to be had and holden after the form 
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n and effect afore rehearſed; and if any parliament 
4 2 be holden in that land hereafter, contrary to the 
e form and proviſion aforeſaid, it be deemed void 


* and of none effe ꝗ in law.“ 


Tus 


with the power of making laws for Ireland. Such Hume in 
ridiculous repreſentations (for no reſpect to the abi- Her, VII. 
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Taz ſeverity expreſſed in this parliament of Sir WM 
Edward Poyning's againſt the earl of Kildare and 
his adherents, ſeems principally to be imputed to ll 
the ſecret malice of his rivals, though his conduct 
had not been entirely free from ſuſpicion or offence, M 
An open undefigning fimplicity, tinctured with i 
rudeneſs and violence, and frequently enflamed by 
p*:Hon, had rendered him an eaſy prey to deſigning 
enemies. And the impatience of his kindred at I 1 
the diſgrace of their noble chief, hurried them into 
extravagancies which were readily imputed to his- 
influence. The times were dangerous and difor. 
dered, notwithſtanding all the vigour of the preſent 1 
deputy. Perkin had been driven to a ſecond at. 
tempt on Ireland; and being openly ſupported by 
the earl of Dufmend and his numerous followers, 3 55 : 

Ms. Trin. advanced as far as Waterford, and beſieged the 4 

Col. Dub. city; but here, being oppoſed by the Butlers and 3 
other enemies of the Geraldines, the fiege was [ 
raiſed, and the unhappy adventurer retired to th: 
king of Scots. Hence the ſuſpicion was naturall; Þ 
raiſed that Kildare and Deſmond had entered into 4 
ſecret correſpondence with this prince. Their ene- F 
mies now enjoyed all the credit and contequence f F 
of tr:umphant loyalty. Deſmond was at a diſtance 
from their power; Kildare lay at their mercy, and 
they firmly refolved on his deſtruction. But the \ 
deputy was poſſibly informed how odious and un- 4 
popular the ſeverity of Tiptoft had appeared in: 
former reign. He declined to take cognizance o 1 
the accuſations urged againſt the earl, but ſent hin Y 
priſoner to Henry, to anſwer for his ſuppoſed of 
tences before the throne. F 

Tu civil inſtitutions of this Iriſh adminiſtration, 
could not but be highly acceptable to the king |. 
The ſudden retreat of Perkin from Ireland, w:: 3 o 

imputed wholely to the wiſe and vigorous diſpoi- | 
tions of the deputy; and now, to crown the ho- 5 
nour of his government, 2 nobleman, ſuppoſed - | 
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i bethe great and leading enemy to the throne in Ire- 

d land, was ſent captive, and ſubmitted to the ſentence 

o of his offended prince. Poynings returned in a 

* kind of triumph to England, and for his diſtin- 

. guiſhed ſervices, received the honour of the garter. 

th Tune biſhop of Bangor was entruſted with the go- 

D yvernment, who committed the affairs of war and 
the defence of the pale to Nugent, baron of Delvin Wi 


at WF proceeding in the ordinary courſe of adminiſtration, 
vile the Iriſh and degenerate Engliſh ſepts were 
duſied in their conteſts with each other, which 


r. no Engliſh government had as yet attempted to 
nt IF refrain. 1 

t „ Kirpanz in the mean time was kept a cloſe 
75 i priſoner in London, without being heard, or con- 


fronted with his accuſers; while his wife, deeply 
affected with the diſgrace of her conſort, and kept 
in anxious uncertainty of his fate, languiſhed under 


as ſuch violent impreſſions, and died in Ireland. But 
h: this interval was probably of ſervice to the earl, as 
r it gave the king an opportunity of being informed 


o of his real character, as well as that of his adverſa- 
ries. Their agents were diſpatched to London, 
and inveighed with great e againſt the trai- 
terous attempts and deſigns of the noble priſoner. 
He was at length admitted to confront them in the 
King's preſence; when Henry found, inftead of a 
erous, ſubtle, and dark confpirator, a man of 


3 unrefined, artleſs, and even awkward ſimplicity ; 


44 

co of a demeanour ſo eaſy, fo confident and unre- 
1 ſtrained, as ſeemed to indicate a perfect conſciouſ- 
9] P 


neſs of his own innocence. Henry directed him 
to prepare for his defence, and to provide himſelf 


IN. $ | with able counſel, as he feared his cauſe would re- 
„ mqure it.—“ Yea,” replied the earl, © the ableſt in 
„ © the realm,” ſeizing Henry by the hand with an un- 
)::- 


courtly familiarity. © Your highneſs I take for 
* my counſel againſt theſe falſe knaves.“ The 
king ſmiled at the novelty of this addreſs, and the 
uncouth 
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uncouth compliment to his equity and diſcernment. W 
He heard his accuſers, and found their charge un- 
ſupported in every point of moment to the inte. 
refts of the crown, and in other matters frivolous 
and futile. The king ſoon perceived that their al- 
legations were dictated by private reſentments, and 
factious malignity, and was not diſpleaſed to ſce the i 
culprit treat them with the ſeverity of a ſuperior, i 
as if ſtill in Ireland, and in the fullneſs of power. 
As their charges of treaſon were ſoon found to 
amount to nothing more than ſurmiſe and ſuſpicion, 
as the liiſh lord with whom he was faid to have 
conſpired againſt Poynings, gave folemn and ſatiſ- 
factory evidence ta exculpate him, the accuſers 
were obliged to recur to his violences, and the in- 
jut ies they had ſuſtained from him in Ireland, mat- 
ters in which Henry was not nearly intereſted. 
Among other accuſations it was urged, that the 
earl, in one of his lawleſs excurſions, had ſacrile- 
giouſly burned the church of Caſhel to the ground 
* Spare your evidence,” ſaid Kildare, I did ſet 
* fire to the church, for I thought the biſhop had 
< been in it.” This undeſigning manner of plcad- 
ing the aggravation, in excule for his oFence, help- 
ed to caſt an air of ridicule upon the profecutors, 
not unfavourable to the culprit. They cloſed their 
charge with a warm and paſſionate declaration, 
* that all Ireland could not govern this carl.“ — 
Well!“ replied Henry, © this earl ſhall then 
* govern all Ireland.“ 
4 b Tut triumph of Kildare was now complete. Fc 
1496. was reſtored to his eftate and honours, and conſult- 
Rymer, ed about the affairs of his country. By lis advice, 
TOR; x. as it is ſaid, Henry renewed a pardon he hail for- 
6; 2 /» merly granted to the earl of Deſmond, notwith- 
ſtanding his repeated offences. In the new patent 
were included ſeveral prelates, and ſeveral branches 
of the houſe of Deſmond who had favourcd the 
cauſe of Perkin. None of the Iriſh ſubje&s were 


excluded 


Wo HEY Was 
. = e the royal grace, except Wal ter, the 


EE magiſtrate of Cork, who had been the firſt to re- 
ceive this adventurer, and tord Barry, who had 
been particularly active in his ſervice: the firſt 


was reſerved to ſuffer at Tyburn with the unhap- 


105 


| 3 py youth whoſe cauſe he had eſpouſed. Barry ware, 


Vas baſely murdered in his retreat, by an unnatu- 


ral brother. 


Bur although the king was perſuaded that this 


the Iriſh ſubjects, and reconcile them to his ſervice, 
yet the pacification of thoſe parts of the ifland, not 


M obedient to his government, was deemed highly 
neceſſary to complete the effectual ſettlement of this 


q country. The northern chicftains had an eaſy paſ- 
age into Scotland, and might form dangerous de- 


4 1 ſigns, in conjunction with his Scottiſh enemies. 
l beir commotions during the adminiſtration of the 
biſhop of Bangor, had not been unnoticed. O'Brien 


and ſome other chieftains of the South were equally 
violent, and had made more direct attempts againſt 
IF the Engliſh ſettlements and places of ſtrength. The 
quelling ſuch inſurgents had ever been a great and 


venue, and employed all the ſtrength of his Iriſh 
IF territories : and as they were neither to be intimi- 
cated by his authority, nor ſubdued by his arms, 
Henry determined to employ the papal authority, 
from which the crown of England till affected to 
derive the right of ſovereignty in Ireland, to reftrain 


| perſtitiouſly addicted to the ſovereign pontiff. By 
his procurement, pope Alexander addreſſed his 
commiſſion to the primate of Canterbury, the bi- 


powering them to appoint ſuch prelates of Ireland 
as they ſhould chuſe; to convene the clergy and 
laity of this land; to enquire into the diſorders 
particularly ſubſiſting in the remoter and leſs popu. 

Tous 


E act of favour would effectually quiet the minds of 


burdenſome ſervice, which had exhauſted the re- Cox. 


: a people, who, amidft all their viclence, were ſu- 


Rymer, 
tom. xii. 


ſhops of London, Durham, Bath and Wells, em- P. 643. 
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lous parts of this country; to apply effectual re- 
medies to thoſe both of clergy 4 people; and 
to execute all eccleſiaſtical cenſures on the retrac- al 
tory and rebellious, for the effectual reſtoration of 
order and tranquillity.—It ſeems to be regretted i 
that Henry, inſtead of recurring to this expedient, 
which in the event proved to be of no conſiderable 
effect, did not at once make a general tender of the 
Engliſh law to theſe diſtracted people, and receive 
the whole body of the Iriſh into the number of his 
ſubjects. But the ſeaſon for ſuch an offer ſeems now Wi 
to have elapſed. When they formerly petitioned 
for this favour, they wer harraſſed by the power, 
and controuled by the extenſive ſettlements of their 
neighbours of the Engliſh race. Now, they had 
recovered a conſiderable part of their ancient poſ- 
ſeſſions; and, in proportion, had reſumed their an- 
cient pride. They, who had formerly been humble 
ſuitors to the crown of England, were now to be 
wrought upon by indirect and artful methods. Had 
the preſent policy of Henry been attended with 
any remarkable ſucceſs, men of refinement and ſpe- 
culation might have diſcovered its efficacy in the 
very nature and ſpirit of his ſcheme. But the truth 
is, he recurred to the expedient moſt convenient 
to his preſent circumſtances” _ > 
Taz office of chief governor of Ireland, was 
not now of fo great conſequence, or ſo formidable 
to the crown as in former times; the vicegerent iſ 
could no longer ſummon an Iriſh parliament at his 
leaſure, and dictate fuch laws as might ſanctify 
is factious purpoſes. The king had therefore the 
leſs ſcruple in veſting his new favourite, the earl of i 
Kildare, with this office, as lord deputy to his ſon 
Henry. By marrying a new wife of the family 
of Saint-John, he had formed an intereſt in Eng- 
land, and became more nearly connected with the 
crown. And poſſibly, by what had been obſerved | 
of his ſpirit and diſpoſition, 2 | 
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fitted for the direction of a ſtate, which had been 
lately regulated, and which activity and vigilance, 
joined with a perfect knowledge of the people to 


ba governed, might eaſily keep in order. Henry 


is however ſaid to have detained the earl's fon inyare. 
London, as a ſecurity for the father's conduct. 
But Kildare, leſs influenced by fear than by affec- 
tion to a prince from whom he had received ſuch 
diſtinguiſhed favours, entered on his government 
with a zealous ſolicitude to ſupport the intereſts 
of the crown. . 

His very name was terrible to the Iriſh inſur-A. D. 
gents: he purſued them with an implaca'. le ſeve-1493- 


rity; and drove them from every fort they had 


contrived to ſeize. In the North, where his kinſ- 
man C' Nial was, in conſequence of his connexion 
with the deputy, a profeſſed friend to Engliſh go- 
vernment, he quelled his oppoſers, and forced them 
to ſubmiſſion. In the South he proceeded with 


; 5 the like vigour, to ſuppreſs all remains of difloy- 


_ In the city of Cork, till juſtly ſuſpected of 
diſaffection, he ſtationed ſuch a military force as 
might effectually controul the inhabitants. With 
the ſame vigour at Kinſale, he ſubdued the remains 
of the faction ſupported by lord Barry; and oblig- 
ed them not only to ſwear allegiance, but to deliver 
hoſtages as a ſurety for their future dutiful hehavi- 
our, agreeably to thoſe Iriſh cuſtoms which they 
had adopted, His attachment to the intereſts of 
the crown were equally diſplayed in a readineſs to 
forget all former complaints, and to be reconciled 
to thoſe who had been the enemies of his family. 
With the archbiſhop of Armagh, who had been one 

his great competitors, he had formed a ſincere ac- 
commodation, highly acceptible to their common 
friends. The like placable diſpoſition he affected Holling. 
to diſover towards the houſe of Ormond. Sir 
James Ormond, now the Iriſh leader of this fami- 
ly, profeſſed a ſolicitude to clear himſelf from inſi- 

nuations 


| Bb gre ns 
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nuations and rumours of diſaffection to the preſent 
ſent government, and ſome ſecret practices againſt 
the deputy. He propeſed to attend Kildare at 
Dubin, in order to explain his conduct in an inter- 
view, ard came accompanied with a formidable 
train of armed followers, Ihe citizens were juſtly 
offended, and ran to arms. Ihe deputy appointed 
the cathedral church for the place of intervie v; 
and here the two parties attending on Kildare and 
Ormond, from mutual reproaches, ſoon fell to mu- 
tra} violence. Ihe Dublinians were the firſt of- 
tenders, and without regard to the ſanctity of the 
place, diſcharged a flight of arrows againſt their 
opponents, which however produced no miſchief 
but to the fabric and its furniture. Ormond con- 
cetved that a conſpiracy had been formed to deftroy 
him, but his fears were ſoon quieted by the deputy, 
who compoſed the tumult, and aſſured him of 
ſafety and protection. The interview concluded, 
as uſual, with formal declarations of reſpect and 
friendſhip, with rcal diſguſt on cach fide, and all 
the impreſſion of former animoſities. 

Nox was the ſubſequent conduct of Kildare cal- 
culated to allay the diſcontents of thoſe who were 
the enemies of his houſe. He acted with too great 
vigor and too zealous an attachment to the throne, Y 
not to provoke thoſe who were only to be contented 
by the abſolute depreſſion of their rival, and who 
acknowledged no merit in the vigilant and faithful 
exerciſe of his power. They ſaw him pierce into 
the remoter quarters of the iſland, and decide all 
controverſies, either by the terror of his name, or 
the vigour of his operations. Their murmurs and 
complaints in England, only ſerved to diſcover their 
malignity. The deputy repaired to London, there 
gave the moſt convincing proofs of his integrity, 

_ and was confirmed in his authority. He continued 
to annoy the inſurgents, and to defend the pale. 
The Iriſh annaliſts inform us, that he had artfully 
contrived 
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contrived to weaken his perſonal enemies by divid- 
ing the family of Butler; that for this purpoſe he 
gave his ſiſter to Piers, rival of Sir James Ormond, 
and ſupported the pretenſions of his brother-in-law, 
who, according to the cuſtoms learned from the 
Iriſh, aſpired to be chieftain of his ſept. We are 


I told that this Piers was perſecuted by his rival, ob- 


liged to retire with his family, and to live in the 


| | greateſt penury and diſtreſs. Till touched by 


an accidental complaint made by his wife of the 
hardſhip ſhe endured, he iſſued forth, encountered 
and flew Sir James, and thus gained his power and 


poſſeſſions. 


Rerined policy formed no part of the character 
of Kildare; but the ſcheme of alliance with the 
powerful chieftains was obviouſly calculated to ſup- 
port and extend his power, and accordingly we are 


told that one of his daughters was given in marri- 


age to Uliac of Clanricard, one of the great lords 


of Connaught, that ruled a powerful ſept of dege- 
7 nerate Engliſh. As he did not entirely depend for Ibid. 


his influence on the royal commiſſion, ſo neither 
were his cperations confined to the ſupport of go- 


vernment. The diſreſpectful treatment of his 


daughter, had a violent effect upon the irritable 
temper of the earl, and led him to expoſtulate ſe- 
verely with his ſon- in- (aw. Altercations and mu- 


4 tual defiances, ended in a declared war between 
che powers of Connaught and thoſe of the lord 


deputy. 

CLANRICARD was joined by O'Brien and ſome 
Iriſh aſſociates of Munſter, Thoſe of the 15 
united with the deputy, and were reinforced by 
ONial his kinſman, and other northern dynaſts. 
Kildare, after an adminiſtration of ſome years, at- 
tended Dro honour and _ now on the 
point arding a battle with ſuperior numbers, 
not for the — of government, but in a cauſe 
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pelled with ſuch execution, that the rout was in- 


without danger or oppoſition, and we are told, 


Ware. 


OW, 


HISTORY OF IRELAND. B. III. 


at leaſt from no more reaſonable or exalted motive, 
than that of ſupporting the honour of ſome parti. 
cular ſept or diſtrict, Kildare, however, took the 
field in all the ſtate of a chief governor, with the 
uſual attendants of his court, as if he were engag- 
ed in the ſervice of his royal maſter; a parade both WF 
offenſive and ridiculous to his Iriſh allies, who con- 
temptuouſly adviſed him to diſmiſs his uſeleſs train 
of biſhops and lawyers. The two armies met at a 
place called Knocktow, a few miles diſtant from the 
city of Galway; and when the enemy were ſur- i 
veyed, ſome lords of the pale, conſcious that they 
had involved themſelves in a private quarrel of a 
precarious ifſue, cautiouſly adviſed to prevent da- 
ger to the ſtate, and the king's diſpleaſure by re- 
tiring. But they had proceeded too far for a re- 
treat; and in the engagement, happily the ſuperior 


arms and diſcipline of their forces prevailed over 


the naked and diſordered numbers of the enemy. Y 
Their firſt tumultuous onſet was received with 8 
ſuch ſteadineſs, by the archers of the pale, and re- $ 


ſtantaneous. The victors purſued the laughter 


without any Joſs, except a few priſoners abandoned 
by Gerald, the ſon of Kildare, who raſhly quitted 
his ſtation in the rear, in order to take an active 
part in the engagement. The quarrel had been lu 
raſhly and unwarrantably commenced; but the vic- 
tory was repreſented as an honourable and impor- 
tant ſervice to Engliſh government. The archbi- 
ſhop of Dublin was ſent to Henry to notify the 
total and final overthrow of all his Iriſh enemies, 
by the arms of his lord deputy; an intelligence ſo 
pleaſing to the king, that he conferred the garter 
on the earl of Kildare. 1 

Tux victory of Knocktow was followed by a Wi 
complete reduction of the degenerate Engliſh clans Wi 
of Connaught and Munſter, by which government 


Was 


J | rized and affirmed in a parhament held at Triftle- 


4 till they ſhould be firſt duely proclaimed in Dublin, 


2 et WG 2 @0 


Ch. 5. 1. , l 
3 | was indeed ſecured from the danger of turbulent 


inſurgents, although the number of faithful ſubjects 
was by no means encreaſed. Galway and Athunree 


IX which had been fortified againſt the deputy, were 
XZ ſurrendered ; two ſons of iliac Clan- ard, who had 


been made priſoners in the :ttl2, ere detained by 


X Kildare as a ſurety ſo- the good conduct of their 


father: and the great iineſs of this lord's admi- 
niſtration was now to compoſe the accidental diſor- 
ders which aroſe in perticular diſtricts, and to fortify 
the pale by repairing and erecting caftles. The 
proviſions made in the parliament of Sir Edward 
Poynings, had greatly circumſcribed the buſineſs of 
Iriſh legiſlation. We have ſhort memorials of three 


1 ſubſequent parliaments only during the reign of 


Henry the ſeventh. In the fourteenth year of his 
reign, acts made in England for the puniſhment of | 
cuſtomers, controlers, and ſearchers, were autho- _ Can. 


dermot, and directed to be put in execution, but not 


Drogheda, and other market towns. In the ſucceed- 
ing year, a duty was granted of one ſnilling in the 
pound on all merchandizes imported or exported, 
except wine and oil, and a tax of thirteen ſhillings 
and four pence on every plow- land, by way of ſub- 
ſidy for ten years. In a parliament ſummoned in 
the twenty - fourth of Henry the ſeventh, and af- 
terwards prorogued, the only act made, was one 
for the revival of this ſubfidy for the ſame term, 
with this remarkable proviſion, that © if this act 
or grant of ſubſidy be thought by our ſovereign 
lord the king and his council, hurtful or prejudi- 
* cial to his ſubjects of this land, then our ſaid ſo- 
vereign lord ſhall, at his will and pleaſure, reform, 
* diminiſh, extinct, adnulle, or revoke the foreſaid 
grant of ſubſidy, in part or in whole.” 
FROM this reign we may date the firſt revival of 
the Engliſh power in Ireland; which, from the 
Scottiſh war in the reign of Edward the ſecond, 
I 2 5 had 
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quarrels, however it aroſe from 


HISTORY OF IRELAND. B. II 


had gradually declined into a miſerable and preca- 
rious ſtate of weakneſs. The authority of the 
crown, which had at lait been defied, inſulted, and 
rejected, even in the Engliſh territory, was reſtored 
and confirmed by a rebellion vigourouſly oppoſed 
and ſucceſsfully ſuppreſſed. If we may judge by 


the event, it was not caprice and levity, but pru- 
dence and circumſpection, which determined Henry 


to reconcile the earl of Kildare to his intereſts, and 
to entruſt a government which the prefling affairs 


of England, and the circumſtances of his reign, 


could not permit him to ſupport by a conſiderable 
military force, to a nobleman, active, generous, of 
extenſive connexions in Ireland, and of a temper 
fitted to contend with the turbulence of oppoſers. 
The ſeigniory of the crown of England over the 
whole body of the Iriſh, ſeems in former reigns 
to have been forgotten ; but now we find it formal- 
ly claimed and aſſerted, and ſome of the moſt peſ- 
tilent and ferocious of the 5 — were, 
by their perſonal connexions with the uty, be- 
_ the avowed friends of the Engliſh 3 
The pale was indeed not yet extended; but it was 


ſecured more effectually than in ſome former reigns. 
The ignominious tribute for a long time paid to 


ſeveral Iriſh chieftains was not withdrawn, but the 
hoſtilities of ſuch chieftains were oppoſed and chaſ- 
tiſed. Even in their own diſtricts they were made 


to feel the ſuperiority of Engliſh government ; and 


the ſhare taken by the lord deputy in their local 
party and family 
connexion, yet ſerved in the event to preſerve the 
public peace, and to reſtrain the courſe of ſenſeleſs 
conteſts, which in the end might affect the Engliſh 
ſettlements. The ftill en degeneracy of the 
Engliſh, evidently appears to have been a principal 
embarraſſment to the adminiſtration, as it created a 
numberof enemies more inveterate than theold race 
of natives, as they were conſcious that their rebel 
lion would be more rigourouſly puniſhed. 8Þ Ts 
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Tims degeneracy we find commonly imputed to 


Y | a lawleſs ſpirit of riot and diſorder, impatient of the 


reſtraint of Engliſh law; a contagion indeed too 


2 readily caught by men who live in a ſtate of perpe- 


tual warfare, without refinement or diſcipline. But 


= tome part af it may reaſonably be imputed to the 


weakneſs of Engliſh government, which left re- 
moter diſtricts unreſtrained and undefended, fo 


XZ tat the inhabitants were neceſſarily obliged to court 


the alliance and ſupport of the neighbouring Iriſh 


clans. The mutual wants of both parties, induced 


a correſpondence; and that good-natured ſociability 


and hoſpitality, by which the Iriſh were diſtin- 


guiſhed, improved and extended it. The warm 
and powerful affection of the ſexes, free from the 
artificial reſtraints of civility and refinement, knows 


no diftin&ions of races or families. Laws forbad 
all intermarrying with the Iriſh ; but laws were in- 
= fignificant barriers againſt the propenſities of hu- 


manity, and the power of mutual intercourſe and 
affection. But whatever cauſes may be aſſigned for 
it, the old Engliſh race had by this time proceeded 
ſo far towards a coalition with the old natives, that 
even in the pale, and the very ſeat of government, 
the Iriſh manners and language were generally pre- 
dominant. And it may be doubted whether ſuch 
effect could poſſibly have been produced, if the 
old natives had ever been poſſeſſed invariably and 
unalterably with that inveterate national averſion, 
to which their ay 1" inſurrections are commonly 
l 
ſerved the purpoſes of a ſelfiſh policy; but there 
are other cauſes equally obvious to be aſſigned: and 


candour muſt acknowledge that national prejudices 


and averſions are as genetally predominant in thoſe 


oppoſition, and provoked at any appearance of ri- 


I A valſhip in men whom they are habituated to regard 


as inferiors. In the remains of the old Iriſh anna- 


ution was eaſy, and might have 


who poſſeſs ſuperior power, who are impatient of 
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lifts, we do not find any confiderable rancour ex- 
preſſed againſt the Engliſh. They even ſpeak of 
the actions and fortunes of great Engliſh lords with 
affection and ſympathy. In the memorials remain- 
ing of this preſert period, written by an Engliſh- 
man, we are told, that immediately after the vic- 
tory of Knncktow, lord Gormanſton turned to the 
earl of Kildare, in the utmoſt inſolence of ſucceſs, 
We have flaughtered our enemies,” ſaid he, 
but, to complete the good deed, we muſt pro- 
* ceed yet further,—cut the throats of thoſe Iriſh 


Sof our own party.” 


ca. e. HENRY VII. 


CW AR mW 


Aceſſan of Henry the eighth. — Ireland neglefied — 
= 257 of Kildare lord- deputy.— His authority — His 
dtatb.— Its effects. He is ſucceeded by his ſon. — 
His parliament. —His ſucceſs —Secret practices of 
the Butlers —Walſey diſpleaſed with Kildere,—who 
is ſummoned to England —His marriage.—Wol- 

ſey's advice for the adminiſtration of Iriſh govern- 
ment. Earl of Surry lord-deputy.—His conduct 


9 | ond ſucce 5.— His advice to the king — Recalled — 


Succeeded by the earl of Ormond —Whimfical em- 
baſſy to king Henry. —Ormond ſupplanted by Kil- 
dare—who is appcinted his ſucceſſor. —Traitorous 
practices of the earl of Deſmond. —Partiality of 
Kildare to his kinſman.—He is again ſummoned to 
to the accuſations of his enemies — Acquitted 
and diſmiſſed Public diſorders.— Practices of 
Francis the firſt in Ireland. Sir William Steſſing- 
ton lord. deputy.— His inſtructians.— Kildare reſtor- 
ed to favour. —Death of his enemy Woljey —Kil- 
dare appointed chief governor —His extravagance 
and violence —Intrigues of his enemies. —T heir pe- 
tition to the throne.—Kildare commanded to attend 
' the king Commits the adminiſtration to his ſon 
lord Thomas. Character and conduct of this lord. 
— Rumours of bis fatber's condemnation and death. 
Rebellion of lord Thomas. —His progreſs —Miſer- 
able death of archbiſhop Alan.—Hoſtilities againſt 
the earl of Ormond. —Siege of Dublin. — Lord Tho- 
mas treats with the citizens. —Succours arrive from 
— Thomas retires into the Weſt — 

Mugton, the new deputy, inaftive.—-Sieve 6 
Maynooth —-Effett of the ſurrender of this £4 
— Cruelty of Skeffington.—Deſperate condition of 
lord Thomas. —He ſurrenders to lord Leonard Grey. 
Death of Skeffngton. —Henry denounces venge- 
ence againſt the whole lincage of Kildare.-—Five 

| I 4 uncles 


Ravin, 


pride of popular favour, diſſipated by pleature, in- 


and by his paſſion for military glory inta uſeleſs ex- 


tentation. His mind had been entirely 


the league formed by this Spaniard, the emperor, * 
and « pope againſt F 3 invading the do-— 
minions of Louis, he had been made ſubſervient 
ainſt the French do- 
thoſe of Ferdinand, by 


Wolſey, by flattering 
confidence and affection. 
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uncles of lord Thomas treacherouſly ſeized Execu- 
tion of the Geraldines.—Brotber of lord Thomas 


preſerved from the vengeance of the king. 


N the acceſſion of Henry the eighth, no con- 
ſiderable attention could be paid to the affairs 
of Ireland, by a prince in the gaiety of youth, the 


toxicated by grandeur, careſſed by his ſubjects, and 
flattered by foreign princes. He had been ſeduced 
by his affectation of policy into inſidious treaties, 


peditions; and a long ſeries of e and vanity 
had elapſed, before he deigned to turn his thoughts 
to a of his dominions, where the wiſeſt and 
maſt falutary proviſions could not indulge his oſ- 
on 
on wars and politics, reall 


the buſy ſcene of forei 


leſs intereſting, but more ſuited to his fantaſtical 5 
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conceptions of glory and greatneſs. By the artiſice 


of Ferdinand, he had been 


to the deſigns of the 1 | 
minions of Italy; and to 

enabling him to conquer the kingdom of Navarre. 
his follies, and providing for 
his pleaſures, had entirely 


Encouraged by the flat- 
teries of this miniſter, he determined, by his fingle 
power, to carry on the war againſt both France and 
Scotland. The victory of Gumegate gained by 
Henry in perſon, and that of Flouden by the earl 
of Surrey, had enflamed his pride without advanc- 
ing his intereſts. Provoked at the repeated perfi- 
dy of Ferdinand, and enraged at the defeQtion of 
Maximilian, who, with extravagance of adulation 
had deſcended to ſerve in his army, and to receive 


his 


perſuaded to unite in 


fefled himſelf of his 


| | 


—— 


ae. HENRY vm * 


his pay, he made an accomodation with Louis, 
cemented by the marriage of his fiſter Mary, prin- 
ceſs of England. 
In the mean time the neglected ſtate of Ireland , P. 
was left to the guidance of miniſters who had 150g. 
been appointed by the late king. The earl of Kil- Holtng. 
dare was continued in his government, and acted 
with his uſual vigour in repelling inſurgents, quiet- 
ing commotions, and deciding conteſts in different 
quarters of the iſland. He was aſſiſtant to ſome of 
ze family of O'Nial in fubduing their northern 
rivals; and in return, theſe chieftains and their 
adherents united with him in an expedition into 
Munſter, where he was to a confederacy 
formed againſt him by O'Brien, ſome of the family 
of Deſmond, and a ſept of de Burgo. 
The ſtrength and addreſs of the enemy here reduc- 
ed him to ſome difficulty, and obliged him to an 
immediate, though not a diſorderly retreat. This 
check, however, was not conſiderable enough to 
abate his vigour, or to controul his operations. His 
perpetual excurſions, either from public or perſonal 
motives, were of fingular uſe in intimidating a diſ- 
ordered people, who were to be reſtrained from miſ(- 
chief, only ir er By 
encreafing his renown (for in his contracted ſphere 
he had acquired renown) they gave weight and con- 
ſequence to his government. And thoſe exploits, 
which are far too minute to be recorded, were yet 
deemed of ſuch conſequence in Ireland, that the 
ſudden ſickneſs and death of this earl in the year 
done thouſand five hundred and thirteen, produced 
= = general conſternation among the friends, and a 
| dangerous commotion among the enemies of Eng- 
bſh 1 20 army, which he was pre- 
and the Engliſh intereſt is pwnd hor with- 
out defence or reſource. 


7-4 ee WY mo 3Y 1 WW. 9 v» I yy FY* T WW 


_ 


Is 


128 


HISTORY OF IRELAND. B. Ill, 


Ix this critical emergency, the council and nobles 
elected Gerald, fon to the late earl, lord deputy; a 
nomination afterwards approved, and confirmed in 
England. This lord inherited all the ſpirit of his 
father, and had been frequently diſtinguiſhed in his 
wars. The name of Kildare ſerved to collect the 
ſcattered troops, and to check the ſudden outrages 
of the enemy. He marched out to the infeſted 
quarters, routed the inſurgents, and purſued tnem 
wien conſiderable execution. Thus in one ſummer 
the diforders raiſed by his father's death were com- 
poſed; and he was left at leifure to repair to Eng- 
land, to confer with Henry and his miniſt y, and 
to receive dire tions for his future conduct. He 
returned after a ſhort interval, in which the reins 
of government were entruſted to lord Gormanſton, 
and convened a parlia ment. The bills deemed ne- 


Red Book ceſſary to be paſſed were tranſmitted with an exact 
1 reſtriction, that theſe and theſe only ſhould be diſ- 


MS. 


ceſtors enjoyed. 


cufled and enacted. A ſubſidy of thirteen ſhil- 


lings and four-pence upon every plough-land was 
granted to the king for ten years, which now ſeems 


to have become the ordinary ſupply for the main- 


tenance of government. This was attended with 
a revival of the law againſt Abſentees, which veſted 


two-thirds of their Iriſh revenues in the king, for 
the purpoſes of the ſtate. It was ordained by an 


equitable ſtatute, that no man ſhould be compel- 


led, by privy-ſeal, to anſwer any complaint in Eng- 


land, until the accuſer enter into recognizance in 
the Chancery of Ireland, to pay coſts and damages 
if the defendant be acquitted. Some other regu- 
lations were made reſpecting both the commerce 


and military ſtrength of the ſtate; the uſe of ar- 
chery was particularly enforced; and the acts of 


this immaterial ſeſſion concluded with a formal 


confirmation to the preſent earl of Kildare of the 


honours, privileges, and poſſeſſions, which his an- 


From 
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From the ſenate, Kildare was immediately called A. D. 
out to the field. The ſuperſtitious Iriſh had been per- Vite 
ſuaded by ſome prophecy, that the preſent time was 
appointed by Providence for the reſtoration of their 
ancient power and ſplendor; and with this ignorant 
prepoſſeſſion, they grew remarkably violent and tu- 
multuous. They roſe in arms even in the neigh- _ 
bourhood of Dublin; and by the vigour of Kil- 
dare ſuffered the puniſhment due to their temerity. 
Their turbulent chieftain, O'Toole, was killed, 
and his head borne in triumph to the capital. The 
chief governor ſtill continued his operations; and 
in the northern and ſouthern diſtricts ſpread the 
terror of his arms, and enforced the authority of 

vernment. - 3 
Bur this ſucceſsful progreſs was quickly checked 
by thoſe family feuds, which ever ſubſiſted among 
the noble houſes of Ireland, even to a degree of 
infatuated rancour. By the death of Thomas, earl 
of Ormond, one of the moſt favoured and richeft 
ſubjects of England, the power and conſequence of 
his noble family devalved, with the title, on Peter, 
or Piers Butler, as he is called, whoſe ambition 
prompted him to ſupport the honour of his houſe, 
(which had for ſome time been reduced to a ſtate 
of inferiority) and who was ftill further inſtigated 
by the aſpiring temper of his wife, to give a vi- 
gourous oppoſition to her kinſmen, the Geraldines. 
They ſaw with impatience the preſent greatneſs o Hollingſh, 
Kildare; and, ſtung with the depreſſion of their 
| own family, determined to employ every means of 

ſupplanting him. Ormond was ſenfible that he 

could not contend with the deputy in the field. His 
envy was of conſequence the more enflamed ; and 
he redoubled his affiduity in the only meaſure which 
remained to be purſued, that of practiſing ſecretly 
at the court of England. 
| Taz pride and inexperience of Kildare, conſci- 
ous both of the nobility of his birth, and the im- 


| portance 
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ance of his ſervices, had prevented him from 
that obſequious attention to the Enghſh miniſter, 
which the intoxicated arrogance of Wolſey expect- 
ed and demanded. Ormond, on the contrary, with 
gricater policy, laboured to r commend himſelf to 
the prelate by every method of infinuation z and 
having gained his favour and confidence, eaſily pre- 
poſſeſſed him again ſt a rival, who took no pains to 
counteract this artifice. It was repeatedly infinu- W 
ated to Wolfey, that all thoſe apparent advantages | 
which Kildare boaned, had really been purchaſed | 
by a total alienation of the king's revenue, which, | 
without account, or any decent reſerve, had been 
rapaciouſly collected and diverted to his own emo- 
lument, and that of his adherents : that his con- 
_ ſequence aroſe from his connexions with the enemy, 
with whom he maintained a traitorous correſpon- 
dence, and by whom he was ſupported in all his 
meaſures, however injurious to the throne, or op- 
preſſive to the ſubjects. Such ſuggeſtions were re- 
ceived with favour. Kildare was fummoned into 
England to anſwer to the charges brought by his 
enemies; and by the royal permiſſion entruſted the 
reins of government to Sir Thomas Fitz-Gerald of 
Lackagh, a knight of his own family. 4 
| _Vacvsz aſſertions and general 88 could 
not, with the leaſt appearance of juſtice, eſſentiallß 
affect him; but the purpoſe of his rivals was, in a 
great meaſure, effected, by removing him from the 
government of Ireland. As he could not be con- 
demned, ſo neither was ſentence definitively pro- 
nounced in his favour ; but he was detained until } 
the king and his miniſters ſhould have leiſure to de- 
cide, whether he were to be reſtored to his ſtation 
or no. Happily he improved this interval, by mar- 
rying Elizabeth Grey, daughter to the marquis of 
Dorſet; an alliance which encreaſed his conſequence 
and determined Wolſey to act with greater circum- 
ſpection in his attempts againſt him. Henry had 
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W concluded his treaty with France. Louis had been 
Ws ſucceeded by Francis the firſt : he had made h.mſelf 
illuſtrious by the victory of Marignan ; Charles the 
fifth had not only ſucceeded to the crown of Spain, 
but was advanced to the imperial dignity. Henry 
was courted by theſe great rivals ; but had as yet 
taken no decifive part in favour of either. He had 
the honour of being regarded as the arbiter of Eu- 
rope; the kingdom of England was in ;.rofound 
tranquillity. In this interval, the crafty cardinul 
found occaſion to repreſent, that he had been to 
long diverted from the attention neceſſarily due to 
the diſordered ſtate of Ireland; that the reſtleſs 
feuds and factions which ever ſubſiſted among his 
ſubjects of this country, but too evidently demon- 
ſtrated the impropriety of committing his govern- 
ment to any perſon of the Iriſh race; that he was 
to ſeek an active and prudent lord of Erclanu, to 
whom the adminiſtration might be entruſted , utt-r- 
ly unconnected with the factions and competi::o:'s 
of Ireland, and indifferent to all contendi;.c pas ice; 
who might unite thoſe diſcordant powers which kad 
been waſted in unnatural attempts againſt each o- 
ther, and lead them againſt the common eren, ſo 
as to effect the ſpeedy reduction and regulation of 
88 the whole iſland. The advice was fair and plauſible 
WE whatever motives are aſſigned for it. Thor::as, earl 
of Surrey, fon to that earl who had conquered at 
Flouden, and been rewarded with the dukedom of 
Norfolk, was now created lord-lieutenant of re- 
land, and ſent to his government with one hundred 
guards, and one thouſand forces of inferior rank. 

By this appointment we are told the cardinal 
gained a double advantage, that of removing a fa. Cox. 
vourite from court, by whom he had been parti-* D. 
cularly offended, and whoſe influence he began to 
dread; and that of preventing Kildare, againſt 

| ag 
whom alſo he had conceived vourable prejudi- 
ces, from being reſtored to his government. This 


lord, 
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lord, however, was pronounced clear of every im- 
putation, and regained his liberty. But inſtead of 
returning to his own country, where his conſe- 
quence was diminiſhed, he witely contrived to re- 
commend himſelf to the royal favour, by attending 
the king to Calais, and contributing to the parade 
and ſplendour of that interview, which this vain- 
glorious prince held with the king of France. 

In the mean time the earl of Surrey proceeded 
to a ſpirited and vigorous adminiſtration of his go- 
vernment. A few days had elapſed ſince his arrival 
in Ireland, when intelligence was received that Con 
O'Naal, chieftain of his ſept, and diftinguiſhed by 
the title of Boccagh, or the Limper, had taken 
arms, and invaded Meath. Surrey led out his for- 
ces; and whatever hopes O'Nial had conceived 
from the ſcheme of ſurprizing a government not 
yet provided for defence, he had too juſt ſuſpicions 
of the fidelity of his own tumultuous numbers, and 
too much terror of an Engliſh army, to encounter 
the lord-lieutenant in the field. He retired to-; 
wards the North; nor did the enemy purſue him. 
Surrey was not provided for the maintenance of his 
army in an expedition through a ſtrange and hoſtile 3} 
country, and therefore returned to Dublin. Here 
he was agreeably ſurprized by an embaſſy from his 
northern enemy. O'Naal utterly diſavowed all in- 
tentions of hoſtility ; promiſed that his future con- 
duct ſhould fully prove the fincerity of his attach- 
ment to the crown; defiring to be received into 
favour and protection, as a well- affected and peace- 
able chieftain, known to have ſupported govern- 
ment in former adminiſtrations, and ſtill ready to 
do ſervices to the preſent governor. His applica- 
tion was favourably received; and the ſubmiſſion 
of this chieftain was inſtantly communicated to the 
court of England, as an event highly intereſting, 
and which promiſed the moſt important conſequen- 
ces. It ſeemed a preſage of the general reforma- | 
tion 
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toon of the whole iſland ; an object to which the MSS. 
ue king now gave ſome tranſient attention; and had xa 
the diſcernment and ingeruouineſs to declare his 
opinion that 1t never could be effected, until all the 
inhabitants were admitted to the benefits oi the 
Engliſh law, without any odious and ine qui able dif- 
tinction. In the mean time Surrey was em: 10wered 
and directed to confer the honour of knighthood 
on the well- affected northern chieftains. A collar 
of gold was, in the name of the king, preſented 
to O' Nial; and the lieutenant was inſtructed to ute 
his utmoſt endeavours to prevail upon him to viſit 
the court of England, io as to correct the rudeneſs 
of manners in which he had been rained, and to 
:inure him to civility and refinement. 
= Tat adminiſtration of this earl was one conti- 
nued courſe of military ſervice, except a ſhort in- 
terval of holding a parliament, in which ſome laws 
were enacted of too little moment to be recorded. 
He reconciled contending lords, and repelled infur- 
gents. But ſuch exploits are ſo little diverſified, 
and are ſo devoid of any ftriking incidents, that 
they elude every attempt to exhibit them in any 
circumſtantial detail, A turbulent. ſept called 
O'Moore, founded and ſettled in Leix, created moſt 
uneaſineſs to the governor, and brought his valour 
to the ſevereſt teſt. In one ſkirmiſh his perſon was 
expoſed to imminent danger. But theſe tumultu- 
ary enemies could not long ſupport a conteſt againſt: 
troops more regularly formed, trained, and armed. 
They eſcaped indeed to their faſtneſſes; but when 
cloſely purſued, and cooped up, they were at once 
expoſed to the miſeries of famine. Their preci- 
r ended, of courſe, in a ſubmiſſion; 
ry ace (as Surrey expreſles it) with 
the king and 1 as Soy 
IT was now become in ſome ſort reputable for 
the Iriſh chieftains to affect a connexion with Eng- 
liſh government. O'Donnel, one of the lords of 
the 


cf England. | 
Zur however unaffecting the particular incidents 
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the north, had been lately at Rome, and returned with 
the moſt zealous profeſſions of attachment to the 
deputy, joined with a pompous diſplay of his own 
great power and conſequence. Surrey was fo cap- 
tivated by his promiſes of ſubmiſſion, that in his 
letters to the court of England, he repreſented his 
affection to the crown, and his own addreſs in gain- 


ing fuch a friend, with equal warmth; but had ſoon 
the mortification to find O'Donnel degenerating 


into the old follies and exceſſes of his countrymen, 
and more intent on making war againſt his rival 
O'Naal, than performing any ſervices to the king 


of this adminiſtration may appear, the general ſpi- 
rit of Surrey's government was ſuch as merits the 
honourable remembrance. His juſtice and equity 
commanded the love and admiration of the people 


whom he ruled; his moderation difarmed all op- 


poſition and animoſity ; and the magnificent hoſpi- 


tality of his court, fi 


particularly captivating to a generous and unrefined 
To theſe popular virtues, he added a zea- 
xs ſolicitude for the intereſts of his royal maſter, 
and a vigilant attention to the circumſtances of the 


which he tranſmitted to the king, we cannot but 


beral upported without oppreſſion, | 4 
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Country in which he was ſtationed. In the advice || 
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once in ſeveral diſtricts, which would require an ar- 
my of about ſix thouſand men, ſent, and tupportel, 
from England ; and that the final conqueſt muſt be 
ſucceeded by a new colony of Engliſh inhabitants— 
* for, do what we can, the Iriſh will relapſe.” 
Ir was the peculiar unhappineſs of Ireland, that 
an Engliſh governor, who had abilities to purſue 
any deliberate ſcheme of reformation, was generally 
ſo neceſlary to the more urgent intereſts of the 
crown, that he could not long be ſpared to this ſer- 
vice, or ſo ill ſupported and ſupplied from England, 
that he could not continue in it with honour and 
advantage. Surrey had received but irregular and 
ſcanty remittances, and therefore expreſſed his de- 
fire to be recalled; and as Henry, ſeduced by the 
artifice of the emperor Charles, had once more de- 
clared war againſt France, he was appointed to com- 
mand the forces deſtined to invade that kingdom. 
After a government of two years, he returned to 
England with the prayers and acclamations of all 
the Iriſh ſubjects. The leis diſcerning paid this 
tribute to his equity and generoſity; thoſe more 
ſagacious and politic had good reaſon to lament his 
departure, which expoſed their country once more 
to the factious conteſts of their own rival lords, 
and removed the only reſtraint which could prevent 
dhe fickle and turbulent race of Iriſh natives from 
renouneing their ſubmiſſions, and relapſing into their 
uſual diſorders. 
Tunis lord, during his reſidence in Ireland, had Mss. 
= conceived unfavourable ſentiments of Kildare, Lamb. 
Wy whoſe enemies in his abſence gained full poſſeſſion ©* C. wy 
of the governor. Some cf the Iriſh inſurgents 
had even pleaded in excuſe for their hoſtilities, that 
they had been ſeduced by the ſecret practices of 
this lord, and although there appeared no ſufficient 
ground to ſupport this charge, yet ſuch was the 
effect of repeated clamour and artful inſinuation, 
that Surrey had repreſented the earl of Kildare to 
You. . K | Wolſcy 


F 
f 8 N 3; A —. * 4 hs ; K. ? » a 
; [ bw -— ks | 2 bet os EXD 
> I 2 at ” 88 ” as Wea N . be: . We $ 1 oy 0 2 
” be. * er 4 - . 


HISTORY OF IRELAND. B. III. 


Wolſey as a man utterly unfit to be entruſted, and 
one whoſe influence in Ireland was too extenſive 
and alarming, and who ſhould by no means be per- 
mitted to return to his own country*. The cardi- 
nal was prepared to receive ſuch impreflions, and 
ſo far had they prevailed on the king, that Surrey 
was commanded, at his departure, to commit the 


government to his chief friend and counſellor, Pierce, 


earl of Ormond, the known rival and inveterate 
enemy of Kildare. 3 - 
Tunis lord, who had not the fame extenſive views 
of policy with his predeceſſor, deemed it ſufficient 
to make the beſt proviſion in his power for the ſe- 
curity of the pale; and as a conſiderable body of 
forces had been withdrawn on the departure of Sur- 


rey, he ſolicited from the court of England a fen, 
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intimidate the ſuſpected Iriſh, and to prevent the = 


| Scottiſh rovers from pouring into Ireland, and in- 
feſting the Engliſh ſettlements. But he was more 
indebted for the ſecurity of his government, to the 


mutual quarrels which raged among the great lords 4 


of the Iriſh race, than to any proviſions which he 
could make, or which the court of England could 
ſpare from Henry's foreign concerns. The eaſe and 


precipitation 


* An Iriſh lord, called Donough O' Carrol, furniſhed Surf- 
rey with a proof of theſe his allegations, in a ſhort letter 
which he depoſed to have received from the earl of Kildare, | 
and which was tranſmitted into 11 J tranſcribed it 


fiom the original letter of the earl of Surrey among the ma- 
nuſcripts of Lambeth, No. 601. CCC. page 64. It is con- 
ceived in the following terms. | 
„Life and health to O'Carrol from the earl of Kildare. 
There is no Iriſhman in Ireland that I am better content 
with than with you; and whenever I come into Ireland, I 
will doo you good for any thing ye ſhall doo for me. And 
any diſpleaſure that I have doon to you, I ſhall make you 
% amends therefor, deſyiring you to keepe 
Englyihmen, tyll an Englyſh deputy come there; and when 
any Englyſh deputy ſhall come thydder, doo your beſt to 
make war upon Englyſhmen there, except ſuche as be, 
** towards me, whom you know well yourſelf,” 
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precipitation with which thoſe chiefs who had but 
no made formal ſubmiſſions to the crown, took 
arms on any flight pretence of quarrel with their 
neighbours, ſhew their diſregard to the preſent go- 
vernor and his power. The king's deputy had 
for ſome time been uſed to interfere in their local 
quarrels, to act as umpire between contending chief- 
tains, and even to enforce a ſtrict obedience to his 
deciſions. Several of theſe native lords now made 
peace in form with the king and his lieutenant ; but 
it required a vigorous and reſpectable government 
to bring them even to the appearance of making 
peace with each other: nor could the loweſt dynaſt 
part with his favourite ideas of importance and in- 
dependence. Of this we find a notable inſtance in 
the N period. Mac -Gillapatrick, the Iriſh 
chieftain of Oſſory, had received ſome injury from 
the earl of Ormond, or at leaſt found ſome pretence 
of complaint againſt the 2 deputy, better 
known among the Iriſh by the name of Piers the 
Red. In all the dignity of offended grandeur, he 
determined to apply to the king of England foryss. 


redreſs ; but not with the humility of a ſuppliant Lamb. II. 
| or a ſubject. His ambaſſador was ſent to the court A. D. 
1 of England, to obtain juſtice, or elſe to denounce 

4 


the vengeance of an injured potentate. He ap- 
päʒeared at the chapel * when the king was 3 
do his devotions, and advancing with a compoſed 
and undiſmayed gravity of deportment, delivered 
his commiſſion in theſe words. My lord King ! Stand 
F- lord Gilla-patrick has ſent me to thee, and 
Las ordered me to tell you, that unleſs you chaſtiſe Piers 
the Red, he will make war againſt you. We are not in- 
formed whether Henry was amuſed or provoked at 
this incident, or whether the im de of the 
Iriſh ambaſſador received the mortification of a total 
neglect. Piers the Red, it is certain, was not cor- 
rected, and the hoſtilities of Mac-Gillapatrick were 
not found to have a very extenſive or ſevere 
effect, K 2 Tur 
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Tu diſcontent and oppoſition to the govern- 
ment of Ormond, were encreaſed by the return of 
the earl of Kildare, who, though he at firſt affect- 
ed to co-operate with the king's deputy, and in his 
zeal to ſuppreſs the Iriſh inſurgents had fallen into 
an ambuſh, and been expoſed to imminent danger, 
yet really hated his old rival, practiſed ſecretly to 
raiſe a factious oppoſition to government, reviled and 
viliied the adminiſtration, and gradually avowed 
his enmity to Ormond with leſs and leſs reſerve. 
A favourite attendant of this earl had been ſlain in 
a petty brawl with one of the family of Kildare, 
an incident which gave free courſe to the mutual 
animoſities of theſe lords. Each remonſtrated 
warmly at the court of England againſt the conduct 
and deſigns of his rival. Commiſſioners were ap- 
pointed to repair to Ireland, and there to examine 
into the allegations of each party. The earl of 
Kildare, notwithſtanding any former proofs of his 
diſaffection and dangerous practices, was ſupported 
in this conteſt by his powerful connexions in Eng- 
land. Sentence was readily pronounced in his 4 
vour; and, to complete his preſent triumph, he was 
appointed ſucceſſor to Ormond, to the entire ſatiſ- 
faction of his numerous adherents of the Iriſh race, 


of whom Con O'Nial, the moſt powerful, now af- 


feed an entire attachment to the throne; attended 
on the government in Dublin, and was there ſeen 
bearing the ſword of ſtate before the new deputy, 
his kinſman. 

KiLDaze had not long enjoyed his high honour, 
when the ambition of his kinſman Deſmond threat- 
ened to involve him in diſgrace and danger. The 
lord of this name continued, like his predeceſſors, 
to live in the rude magnificence of his claiming 
the privileges of abſenting himſelf from parliament, 
and never on any ſummons or demand being ob- 
liged to come within the walls of a fortified town“. 

| The 
The reaſon or firſt origin of claiming this latter privilege 
1 do not find diſtinctly ſpeciſicd; but it ſeems to have been 
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his operations, Francis the firſt determined to raiſe 
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The lender fibre of allegiance, which ſtill remain- 


ed unſevered, was eaſily torn away by the ſlighteſt 


effort. Henry had again been ſeduced by the em- Cor. 


peror to declare war againſt France; to embarraſs Mons 


ſome commotion in Ireland ; and for this purpoſe 


a negociation was opened with the earl of Deſmond, 


The monarch flattered the vanity of this unexperi- 


eenced lord, by affecting to regard him as an inde- 


pendent prince: their treaty was conducted on each 


ide in all the forms of ſovereign dignity : Deſmond 
bound himſelf in the ſtricteſt bands of amity to his 
good ally of France: the king with the ſame ſolem- 
nity engaged in an offenſive and defenſive league 
with Deſmond. The fatal action of Pavia prevent- 
ed Francis from employing his new ally to any im- 


2 portant purpoſe ; and the diſcovery of this tranſ- 


action enraged Henry to the utmoſt againſt the 
2 Iriſh earl and his preſumptuous treaſon. Orders 
; were immediately diſpatched to the lord deputy to 
ſeize the earl of Deſmond; but theſe orders were 
= evaded with a raanifeſt partiality to his kinſman. 
Kildare indeed led his forces into Munfter ; Deſ- A. D 
mond retired, and was not purſued. The Iriſh 1524. 


leaders of the North grew reftleſs and turbulent. 
Kildare was more ſolicitous to eſpouſe the cauſe of 


his friend and kinſman Con ONial, than to take 


Deſmond priſoner. His enemies, who watched and 
interpreted his motions with ſeverity, inveighed 
againſt this duplicity, and accuſed him at the court 


3 of London, as having formed traitorous connexions 
with the king's enemies, conſpired againſt the peace 


K 3 and 


; FY ſuggeſted by the fatal raſhneſs of the earl of Deſmond, who, 


E the reign of Edward the fourth, reſigned himſelf up to the 

- d deputy Tiptoft in Drogheda, and being thus ſeparated 

_ his rude followers, was forced to ſubmit to the ſentence 

— — _ To confirm this conjecture, I find, among the 

— 4 1 Lamberh, a third privilege claimed by this great fa- 
y, that of being for ever exempt from attending on a chief 

governor, in any place, or on any occaſion whatever, 
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and welfare of the late lord deputy, encouraged 
the Iriſh to aſſiſt the earl of Deſmond, and inſtead 
of reducing this delinquent, favouring and ſecret- 
ly ſupporting him. It was even * that his 
letters had been intercepted, in which he clandeſ- 
tinely invited Deſmond to an interview, that they 
might concert the meaſures neceſſary for their com- 
mon intereſts; and ſuch was the effect of theſe re- 
entations that Kildare was called into England, 
ummoned to anſwer to the charges urged againſt 
him, and after a long confinement, with difficulty 
releaſed by the interpoſition of his Engliſh friends, 
of whom a large and reſpectable body became ſu- 
reties for his future faith and allegiance. 
IxzLand in this interval was expoſed to all the 
evils of ſhort-lived, feeble, and diſorderly admini- 
trations. While the attention of Henry was total- 


ly abſorbed by the brilliant and important affairs o. 
his reign, the royal intereſts in this country were 


abandoned to the direction of any lord, either of 


Iriſh or Engliſh birth, who could with decency be 
entruſted with the adminiftration. The baron of 
Delvin firſt engaged in it, was deſpiſed and invaded | 


by the Iriſh; and at a parley, to which he had been 


ſeduced by O'Connor, chieftain of O'Fally, was | | 


ſeized and confined in priſon. Piers, earl of Offory, 
(for he had reſigned the title of Ormond to Sir 
Thomas Bullen) was ſubſtituted in his place, by 
authority of the council, until the royal pleaſure 
ſhould be known; but neither his ſtrength nor in- 
fluence was ſufficient to procure the enlargement 
of lord Delvin. Kildare, though at a diftance, har- 
raſſed him with an implacable enmity. His daugh- 
ter, e 2 A and en- 
r e iſpatched England, to 
raiſe a faction againſt Offory, under pretence of ſup- 
porting the intereſts of her houſe; and ſoon con- 


trived to involve him in different conteſts with her 
partizans of the Iriſh race. The whole land ſeemed | 
ON 


4 


FL 
A 
"=" 


© ii il am WM 


on the point of conſummate anarchy, nor were the 
foreign enemies of Henry inattentive to foment the 
diſorders, or to take advantage of the preſent diſ- 
poſitions of the leading chieftains of Ireland. Dur- 
ing the violence of the proceſs againſt Catharine of 
Arragon, when France and England declared war 
againſt the emperor, Charles, in the bitterneſs of ware. 
reſentment, laboured to raiſe an inſurrection in Ire- 
land, and for this purpoſe entered into a formal ne- 
gociation with the earl of Deſmond ; but this trea- 
ty, as well as that of Francis the firſt, was render-4. P. 
dd ineffectual by the death of the earl, as it is ge- 1528. 
nerally repreſented. _ | 
. Noa did the ſtate of Ireland receive any conſi- 
derable alteration from the appointment of Sir W1]- 
liam Skeffington, an Engliſh knight, to the govern- 
ment, as deputy to the duke of Richmond, the 
king's natural ſon, who was created lord lieutenant. 
If we may judge by the inſtructions he received, 
no great hopes were formed from his adminiſtra- 
tion; except perhaps from his addreſs and policy; 
for while he was commiſſioned to hold a parliament, 
at the ſame time he received it in charge, if poſſible, 
to procure a ſubſidy previous to its meeting. But 
as to military affairs, he was directed to act entirely 
on the defenſive, and to engage in no expedition 
againſt the Iriſn, unleſs expreſsly authorized by ad- 
vice of the privy council. He was inſtructed to re- 
rd the earl of Kildare, now again reſtored to the 
eight of favour, as his chief director, to ſu 
this nobleman in all his enterprizes ; but fill with 
2 cautious and conciliating management to prevent 
2 — between the Geraldines and the family of 
tler. OY 
Kixpaxx at * affected the moſt cordial zeal in Ware. 
co-perating with this new d , Who, by his a- 
ſiſtance direction, 8 of a fully 
repelling ſome Iriſh inſurgents, and reducing their 
chieftams to a ſubmiſſion. But a lord of ſuch ex- 
K 4 tenſive 


Cox. 


142 


HISTORY OF IRELAND. B. III. 


tenſive influence, accuſtomed to govern, enflamed 


with pride, and flattered by his followers, could 3 


not long ſupport the mortification of acting an in- 
ferior part to an Engliih knight. He fought 


_ cauſes of complaint, and found various opportuni- 


ties of diſtreſſing and oppoſing the deputy. Intel- 
ligence of the diſgrace and death of Wolſey was 
brought into Ireland, and received by Kildare wich 


the utmoſt joy. The apprehenſions from his cid 


and powerful enemy being once removed, he pro- 
ceeded without reſerve. He made the moſt unfa- 
vourable repreſentations of Skeffington and his 
conduct at the court of England ; and by the un- 
ceaſing aſſiduity of his emiſtaries, their plauſible 
9 entations, and the power of his friends in 
England, prevailed wich the king to recal his de- 
puty, and once more to entruſt the reins of Irith 


government to his own hands. To preſerve an 


appearance of impartiality towards the great fac- 
tions of the kingdom, lord Butler, fon to the earl 
of Offory, was made lord high-treaſurer ; but this 


appointment could have little weight in forming a 


balance againſt the power of Kildare, when he con- 
trived at the fame time to have Alan, archbiſhop 


of Dublin, a favourite of cardinal Walſey, depriv- 


ed of lis office of chancellor, and the ſeals com- 


mitted to his own creature, Cromer, primate of 
Armagh. 


Tux exaltation of this earl ſeemed now confirm- 


ed beyond the power of oppoſition ; and he uſed it 


without moderation or reſerve. Inftead of the ſtate 


and dignity of a yice-gerent, he affected the rude 
grandeur of an Iriſh chieftain, and ſtood at the head 


of a wild and rapacious multitude of followers, to 
the annoyance and terror of thoſe whom he was 


appointed to protect. Thoſe lords of the old Iriſh 


race, who had ever ap 


peared the moſt unfriendly to 
Englith government, crowded round him, and were 


7 received. as his En and aſſeciates. Iwo of his 
| daughters i 


l 
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daughters were given in marriage to O'Connor of 


' 1 { C'Fally, and O Carrol, two powerful chieftains. 
he laws which forbad ſuch connexions were treat- 


ed with ſcorn; nor was the adminiſtration of go- 
vernment at all regarded, but as it contributed to 


Attended by an armed rabble, he could at any time 


execute his revenge, under pretence of maintaining 
the royal ſervice. Oſſory and all his friends were 
treated as enemies to the ſtate; their lands invaded 
and ravaged without mercy; and all but the parti- 
Zzans of Kildare ſeemed to be excluded from pro- 

"2 tection. A wound in the head which the deputy 

received, by engaging in the private quarrel of one 


of his ſons-in-law, was thought to have diſordered 
his intelle&s, and encreaſed his extravagance. The 
enemies of his houſe were enflamed with indigna- 
tion; the officers of ſtate, and all thoſe more im- 
F mediately dependent upon Engliſh goverment, were 
juſtly terrified at a conduct which threatened utter 
ſubverſion to the intereſts of the crown. 

GoveRNMENT and politics had for ſome time be- 
come an intereſting ſubject of diſquiſition, and were 
one of the firſt ſtudies reſumed on the revival of 
letters. Men began to trace the riſe, progreſs, and 
declenſion of ſtates, the defects and the corruptions of 


tlements, and eſtabliſhed families in Ireland, ſoon 


BH found the ſubjects of ſpeculation peculiarly neceſ- 


fary to be purſued; and the moſt penetrating a- 
mong them were led, by the diſorders of their new 
reſidence, to enquire minutely into the riſe and pro- 
greſs of the Engliſh power in this till diſtracted iſland, 
the cauſes of the calamities they obſerved, the re- 
laxation of government, and the declenfion of the 
Engliſh intereſts. To this we owe the memorials 


eſtabliſn his own perſonal influence and authority. 


a dminiſtrations, the ſources of civil happineſs, and the 
correction of publicevils. Thoſe Engliſhmen who had 
left their native country, and by being employed in the 
ſervice of the crown, had acquired permament ſet- 


compoſed 
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compoſed by Finglaſs, baron of the Iriſh Exche- 
quer, and other writers of this period, fill remain- |? 
ing in the repoſitories of curious papers. 1 
Suen men could not behold the jpreſent conduct ; | 
of Kildare, without the moſt melancholy preſages. 
They held their meetings, and were readily joined 
by his perſonal enemies. They communicated their 
apprehenſions, and found a ready concurrence of | | 


_ 1 RR UE Ions * S— . _ 


ſentiments. They conſidered the diſorders of the | 


realm minutely, and unanimouſly reſolved to lay 
them before the throne. Alan, archbiſhop of Dub. 
lin, the deprived chancellor, took the lead in thoſe 
| ſecret conſultations. He had been trained in the |, 7 
ſeene of political intrigue by his patron Wolſey, 
he had ſerved him as judge in his legantine court, | 1 
with an attention and aſſiduity neither upright nor 
honourable; and though accuſed of miſdemeanour, 
and diſmiſſed from this office, he was ſtill protected 
by the cardinal, and proved an uſeful and active 
agent in his favourite ſcheme of the ſuppreſſion of - 7 
monaſteries. The jealouſy which Gardiner con- 
ceived of this favourite is ſaid to have been the © 
occaſion of his removal to Ireland, where he adopt 
ed the prejudices of his patron againſt the Geral- | 3 
dines. On the preſent occaſion he was aſſiſted by | F 
the earl of Offory and Sir William Skeffington, no 
leſs from revenge and perſonal animoſity, than from | 
a regard to the public ſervice, and by their united 
zeal and activity, the deſign was ſoon brought to 
maturity. It was reſolved to make the maſter of 
the rolls their agent at the court of England; and 
to commiſſion him in the name of the lords of the 
council (for the major part had concurred in thi: 
ſcheme) to lay the preſent ſtate of Ireland before 
the king, and to implore his timely interpoſition. 
IxsrEAD of confining themſelves to the ma- 
gularities of the earl of Kildare, they Wl 
entered into a detail of all the grievances of the Wl 
ſubject, and the weakneſs — -= 7 
They 
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They repreſented to king Henry the confined ex- 
tent of the Engliſh laws, manners, language, and 
habit, at length reduced to the narrow compaſs of 


1 twenty miles; the melancholy conſequence of thoſe 


illegal exactions and oppreſſions, by which the Eng- 
liſh tenantry had been driven from their ſettlements; 
the grievous tribute that the remains of theſe loyal 


| 7 ſubjects were obliged to pay to the Iriſh lords for 


a precarious protection; the enormous juriſdictions 


granted to lords of the Engliſh race, which favour- 
ed their oppreſſions, and ſtopped the courſe of juſ- 


dvñtice; the rabble of diſaffected Iriſh ſettled purpo- 

ſedly on their lands, whom they oppreſſed with 

„impunity, and whom they found their readieſt in- 
ſtruments for oppoſing others; the negligence of 


the king's officers in keeping the records; their 
unſkilful conduct in the Exchequer ; but above all, 
the alienation of the crown lands, which reduced 
the revenue to a ftate of dangerous inſufficiency, 


and left the realm without ſuccour or reſource. 


Many of the public diſorders they aſcribed to a too 


frequent e of chief governors; entreating the 


# king's 1 that for the future he would be gra- 


ciouſly pleaſed to entruſt the charge of his Iriſh 
government to ſome loyal ſubject ſent from his 
realm of England, whoſe ſole object ſhould be the 
honour and intereſt of the crown, unconnected with 


= Iriſh factions, and uninfluenced by partial favour 
or averhon. 


Tuis application was too intereſting and too well 


ſupported, to be received with indifference ; andSrania. 


the violence of the king's temper readily fixed on 
the earl of Kildare as the proper obje& of his re- 


ſentment, even in thoſe points which were not di- i 


rectly charged as his particular miſdemeanours. He 


received the royal mandate to commit the govern- Ware. 


ment to ſome perſon for whoſe conduct he could 
be reſponſible, and to repair to the king without 
delay. The earl, conſcious of his own irregulari- 
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ties, and awakened to an alarming ſenſe of the ſe- 


cret practices of his enemies, laboured, by every 


artifice, to evade this order; pleaded the ſituation 
of his government, and the inſurrections of the 
Iriſh, which rendered his abſence highly inconve- 
nient to the king's ſervice : his wife was diſpatched 


into England to Ir e upon her friends to enforce 


and ſupport theſe allegations ; but to no purpoſe ; 
the king was inflexible, and the earl had no courſe 
left but to obey. As he had but too good reaſon 


to dread that his own outrages on the poſſeſſions 


of his rivals would be ſeverely retaliated in his ab- 


ſence, it was his firſt care to ſupply his caſtles with 


arms and ammunition from the king's ſtores, with- 
out regard to the haughty mandate, delivered in 
the king's name, forbidding this meaſure ; and 
thus he unhappily raiſed ſuſpicion of ſome attempt 
to be made againſt the crown. But the ſtep fill 
more fatal, was that of entruſting the adminiſtration 


of government, on his departure, to his ſon Tho- 
mas, a youth ſcarcely arrived at the age of twenty- 


one years. 
Logp Thomas was of a captivating perſon, and 
of endowments ſufficiently amiable in the public 
eye, which looks with indulgence and partiality on 
a youth of noble birth: but to the raſhneſs of youth, 
and a natural violence of temper, he joined an ex- 


traordinary portion of the pride of family, an inſo- 


lent contempt of the rivals of his houſe, and a boy- 


iſh confidence in the power of the Geraldines, which 


he concerved that no force in Ireland could with- 


ſtand. He treated the lords of the council with petu- 
lance; was obſtinate, credulous, and precipitate; and 
thus at once expoſed to the artifice of his enemies, and 
the adulation of his friends. His father it was known, 


had been committed tothe Tower; but ata time when 
no regular intercourſe was eſtabliſned betweenthe two 
kingdoms, any certain intelligence was difficult to be 
obtained; conjectures were careleſly formed, and ru- 
mours 
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mours ſpread abroad, that the earl had been executed, 
and that his whole family was threatened with the 
royal vengeance. The partizans of the houſe of 
Butler, and the dependents of Skeffington, received 
theſe reports with eagerneſs, and conveyed them 
to their aſſociates with the utmoſt exultation. Some 
of their letters on this occafion were caſually inter- 
cepted, and brought to the lord deputy, who was 
thus confirmed in the perſuaſion that his father had 
been put to death. He conſulted with his Iriſh aſ- 
ſociates; they adviſed him to revenge the injuries 
of his family; they promiſed aſſiſtance; and lord 
Thomas was at once plunged in a deſperate rebel- 
lion. 
* ATTENDED by a body of one hundred and forty Stanib. 
well-armed cavalry, he entered the city of Dublin, 
and ruſhed tumultuouſly into the council then aſ- 
ſembled in Saint Mary's abbey, with all his rude 
and diſorderly followers. The lords were alarmed; 
but Thomas ſoon quieted their apprehenſions. He 
q aſſured them, that however injuriouſſy his family 
had been treated, and however he was now obliged 
to take arms for avenging his father's death, and 
defending himſelf from cruelty and tyranny, he yet 
determined to proceed with the generoſity of a ſol- 
dier, and to denounce a fair and open war; that he 
== reſigned the ſword of ſtate, and was determined to 
depend upon his own weapon; he warned them to 
= xvoid him as an enemy; for that he was no longer 
the deputy of king Henry, but his mortal foe. 

Tre lords, who had no previous intimation of 
this wild deſign, were confounded and aſtoniſhed. 
Cromer, the primate and chancellor, had been in- 
formed of it; and with greater compoſure took the 
young lord by the hand, and requeſted to be heard 
in a few words. He pathetically repreſented the 
raſhneſs, weakneſs and iniquity of his preſent at- 
| tempt, grounded on uncertain rumour, and utterly 

unwarrantable, even if this rumour ſhould be con- 
| | firmed 4 
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firmed; the extreme weakneſs of ſuppoſing that a 
whole kingdom could be reduced by his force; or, 
if reduced, that it would not inſtantly be recovered 
by the king; the well known fickleneſs of his pre. 
fer i followers, who, on the very firſt alarm or acci- Wi 
dent, would fall away at once, and leave their lea- Þ 
der to the vengeance of a powerful and incenſed Þ| 
monarch; the utter ruin and diſhonour in which he 
now threatened to involve his whole family; the 
calamities which he was preparing for his country ; 
the deſolation and carnage, which would render him 
the general execration of his fellow. citizens, and 
ſend him to the divine tribunal covered with tge 
guilt of innocent blood. He conjured him to con- 
ſider the duty he owed to himſelf, to his family, to 
his country, to his king, and to his God; and to 
deſiſt, before his offence ſhould become too enor- 
mous for the royal clemency to ; 
His ſpeech, delivered with emotion, was receriv- 7 
ed with a ſtare of ignorant ſurprize by the Iriſh «. 
followers of lord Thomas, who were ſtrangers tod 
the language in which it was delivered, and inte- 
preted it according to their own rude ideas. They 
conceived that the prelate encouraged him to his 
enterprize, and was pronouncing a paſſionate enco- 
mium on the brave and noble youth. One of their 
native bards, who attended in his train, that hge 
might not be outdone in his profeſſion, inſtantly Wl 
began to chaunt out the praiſes of young Thomas 
in his country rhymes, the gallant sLxEN lord (for 
ne Fang ar Lon dre his dreſs, 4 4 1 
pariſons, and attendants) extolling his greatneſs, | 
magnificence, and valour, chiling his delay, and 
calling him to . 2 — effuſions * 1 
ignorant rhapſodiſt unhappily a greater influ- | 
ence than 2 . counſels the ks e. The 
Geraldine ruſhed forth at the head of his 
Iriſh train. As the men of Dublin were not pro- | x 
vided to oppoſe him, and had been lately * 1 
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by the plague, he hovered about the city unmoleſted 
collecting his followers, and concerting his opera- 
tions; and as the Iriſh ſepts readily joined his ſtan- 
dard, he was ſoon enabled to traverſe the pale with 
his tumultuary army, exacting an oath of fidelity 
of the inhabitants; and ſeizing and impriſoning 
thoſe who refuſed to concur in his rebellion. At 
the ſame time his emiſſaries were diſpatched both 
td the pope and to the emperor Charles, from 
© a vain expectation of 7228 foreign ſuccours. 
Ig devaftation of that diſtrict called Fingal, bid. 
te granary of Dublin, obliged the citizens to 
make ſome efforts to appoſe this inſurrection; and 
gan unſucceſsful ſkirmiſh with a detachment of the 
8 Iriſh army, ſerved to encreaſe their inſolence. Lord 
Thomas appeared before the gates of Dublin, 
threatening to deftroy the whole city with fire and 
XZ ſword, unlefs the citizens ſhould conſent to permit 
his men, without moleſtation, to lay fiege to the 
caſtle. To this place archbiſhop Alan, the known 
enemy of the Geraldines, and other lords and of- 
ft cers of ſtate, had fled for ſhelter. The conſtable 
collected his ftores and proviſions from the city; 
and relying upon his ſtrength, and the inſufficient 
attempts of the enemy, conſented that the citizens 
ſhould fave their habitations from the havock of a 
barbarous army, by treating with lord Thomas 
= upon his own terms. Alan, more timorous, and re- 
flecting that he of all others was moſt obnoxious 
to the rebels, as he had been the chief inſtrument 
in the diſgrace of the earl of Kildare, determined, 
without waiting the precarious event of war to 
ſeek refuge in England. A veſſel was provided 
with the utmoſt ſecrecy, and the prelate embarked; 
but whether V or unſkilfulneſs of the 
pilot (a Fitz the ſhip was ſtranded near 
Clontarff, and Alan ſoon diſcovered by the enemy 
in an adjacent village. They ed him from 
his bed in barbarous triumph, and led him, naked 
as 
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as he was, to their captain. The prelate fell on 
his knees before him, imploring mercy for a chriſ- 
tian and a churchman. The young lord, without 
deigning to reply, turned his horſe, and exclai- ed 
in the Iriſh language, © Away with the churl !” 
His caitiffs, interpreting the expreſſion in the moſt 
malignant ſenſe, while the wretched ſuppliant till 
lifted his hands for mercy, aſſailed, and heived 
him to pieces. „ 7 

Ir is not reaſonable to imagine that this act of 
barbarity had been intended by lord Thomas. His 
bittereſt oppoſers, when they fell into his hands, 
were only detained priſoners; and, notwithftandin 


the deadly feuds which had ſubſiſted between his 


family and the houſe of Butler, he now ſent a meſ- 
ſenger to the earl of Offory, reminding him of 
their connexion and affinity, entreating that all for- 
mer complaints ſhould be buried in oblivion, invit- 
ing him to unite with his kinſmen and countrymen | 
in the common cauſe of liberty, and to ſhare the 
glory and advantages of reſcuing the land from 
tyrannical oppreſſion. He even propoſed in ex- 
preſs terms, that Ireland, now to be reduced by 
their united powers, ſhould be equally divided be- 
tween them; but the propoſal was received with a 
diſdain and defiance, intolerable to the ſpirit of the 
young leader; and determining to chaſtiſe the earl, 
he committed the fiege of Dublin caftle to a de- 
tachment commanded by ſome of his favourite ad- 
herents, and marched with his main body into the KY 
demeſnes of Offory. A weak effort made to op- Ml 
poſe him by the ſon of this earl ended in his defeat WM 

The whole princely extent of the earl's lands were 

at once forſaken by the inhabitants, and expoſed to 
the ravages of a triumphant enemy, who rioted in 
full ſecurity, without any rerſonable or well-con- 


 certed ſcheme of war, or any immediate object but 
that of exceſs and plunder. — 
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Bur from this ſtate of ſecurity they were ſoon 
recalled, by intelligence received from Dublin. One 
of the magiſtrates had been diſpatched to the court 
of England, to inform the king of the rebellion 
raiſed by young Fitz- Gerald, and to requeſt ſuch 
ſuccours as might enable his royal ſubjects to ſub- 
due him, and reſtore the tranquility of the ſtate. 
The meſſenger was now returned with letters from 
Henry, commending the conduct of the citizens, ibid. 
encouraging them to oppoſe the rebels with the 
utmoſt vigour, and aſſuring them of an immediate 
and effectual ſupport. The inhabitants, animated 
by this intelligence, were readily perſuaded that no 
faith or truce was to be kept with traitors. They 
ſuddenly ſhut their gates; and the party who had 
by compact been admitted to batter the cattle, were 
cooped up, and deſtined to deſtruction. Some few 
contrived, in the firſt confuſion, to plunge into the 
river, and eſcape by ſwimming; far the greater 
part were overpowered and made priſoners. Lord 
Thomas affected the utmoſt indignation at this 
treachery of the Dublinians, threatened the ſever- 
eſt vengeance, ſummoned all his adherents of the 
pale, to attend him before the walls of Dublin, 
where he himſelf appeared, and demanded that his 
men ſhould be releaſed. As this was peremptorily 
refuſed, he formed the fiege, for which his diſor- 
dered numbers had neither ſufficient ſkill, nor ne- 
ceſſary proviſions. 
Tu repeated ill ſucceſs of his moſt vigorous 
aſſaults, rendered his cauſe every day more and 
more deſperate. The citizens were animated Kill 
further by receiving a convincing proof that many Stanik. 
of his followers had been compelled to join in the 
rebellion, and were ſecretly well affected to the in- 
tereſts of the crown. Great numbers of the ar- 
rows ſhot over the walls, were found to be headleſs 
and ſeveral of them conveyed letters of intelli- 
g-nce to the beſieged. Juſt at the moment, when 
Vor. I. | | with 


ſet fire to one of their gates, the citizens ruſhed 
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2 
with an effort of deſperation, the furious Iriſh had 3 
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out, exclaimed that the royal army was arrived, 
diſperſed and purſued them with confiderable i 
ſlaughter, and had well nigh taken their captain. 
The pride of lord Thomas was thus ſeverely mor- 
tified: ſerious and melancholy reflections on his 
preſent dangerous fituation ſucceeded to his wild 
dreams of conqueſt and dominion. He propoſed 
to raiſe the ſiege, provided that his men were re. 


| 


leaſed, that the citizens ſhould ſupply him with © 


money, ammunition, and artillery, and that they 


| ſhould uſe their good offices with the king to grant 4 


full pardon to him and his confederates. The de- 2 


mand of money and ſtores was rejected with di. Wl 


dain; but as he had ſeized a number of the chil- 
dren of citizens who had been removed from Dub. 
lin during the plague, they conſented that his fol- Fi 
diers ſhould be exchanged for theſe. They alſo | 
promiſed to uſe their beſt offices wit) the king that 
he might obtain mercy; and lord Thomas, in his 
preſent dejection, accepted theſe conditions and 
drew off his army. = 4 

Tur next attempt of this deſperate leader was 
to oppoſe the forces ſent from England, and whoſe 
tranſports now appeared in the harbour. By going 
to review the ſtate of his garriſon at Maynooth, 


the ſtrongeſt of his caſtles, he had already ſuffered 


one detachment to make good their landing on the 
northern ſhore, but before they had gained the city, 
he encountered them vigorouſly, and was received 
with equal vigour. The conteſt ended in the total Wn 
diſcomfiture of the Engliſh party, notwithſtanding Wl 
all the brave efforts of their commander, who hai 
the honour of encountering and wounding lord 
Thomas. His whole number was either killed 
— and the rebels elevated with the! 
victory, planted their artillery upon the promo: | 
tory of Howth, and Pater wa = the veſſels # } 
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anchor, and others advancing towards the ſhore 
with freſh ſupplies. But although he obliged theſe 
to bear away to ſea, and that a veſlel laden w:th 
horſes for mounting the cavalry was taken by one 


a brave Engliſh knight, with about five hundred 
men, contrived to land on the oppoſite coaft, and 
entered the city. He was followed by Sir William 
Skeffington, appointed lord deputy, with another 


| | troop, and ſeveral gallant officers, ſent by the king 


_ 
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W to affiſt him in this emergency. The public rejoic- 
ings in the city, were heard in the enemy's quar- 


ters: and lord Thomas had now no meaſure to 
purſue, but that of a ſpeedy retreat into Con- 


1 naught, to practice with the Iriſh chieftains, and, 


if poſſible, to procure ſuch a force as might enable 
him to meet the new governor in the field. 


Skeffington from purſuing him, or extending his ope- 
rations into the diftant quarters of the iſland. Nor 
was the temper of this governor fitted for a vigo- 
rous purſuit of war. He marched as far as to Drog- 
heda, from an apprehenſion that lord Thomas in- 
tended to inveſt this city ; and finding that he had 
retired into the Weſt, returned to the ſeat of go- 
vernment. The rebellion ſeemed to have been Be 
gotten ; it was even reported that the deputy had 


in the mean time received affurances of ſupport 
from O'Nial and O'Connor : he was ftill maſter of 
ſeveral caſtles, ſtrongly garriſoned and well provid- 
ed, ſo as to be enabled to diſtreſs the Engliſh go- 
vernment eſſentially, unleſs he were oppoſed with 
alacrity and vigour. The military officers repre- 
ſented the neceflity of a ſpirited conduct; and 
r diflatisfied with a governor whoſe bodily in- 
arnuties encreaſed the languor and relaxation of 
his mind. In the enſuing ſpring it was at length 
determined to inveſt the caſtle of Maynooth ; and 
4 4 this 


of his active partizans, yet Sir William Brereton, 


Tux approaching ſeverity of winter prevented Stanih. 


conſented to a ceſſation of arms. Lord Thomas 
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this ſervice was entruſted to the conduct of Sir 
William Brereton. 

To his ſummons the garriſon returned an inſo- 
lent defiance; and ſuch was the ſtrength of this 
place, or ſuch the unſkilfulneſs of the beſiegers, 
that fourteen days were waſted without any effect 
or impreſſion, nor did the beſieged ſeem to enter- 
tain any doubt of being able to defend a place fo 
well provided, until Lord Thomas ſhould come to 


their relief. But the treachery of one of their own 
party defeated theſe expectacions. The foſter- 


brother of lord Thomas, called Pareſe, the man 
who, by virtue of this relation, ſhould have adher- 
ed with an exemplary ſidelity to his intereſts, enter- 
ed into a ſecret treaty with the Engliſh commander, 
and betraved the caftle for a ſtipulated reward. As 
he had neglected to make any conditions for the ſe- 
curity of his perſon, the Iriſh annaliſts inform us 
that Skeffington, on entering the fort, firſt paid 
him the price of his perfidy, and then ordered him 
to immediate execution. 

Tus young Geraldine in the mean time led a 
tumultuary army from the provinces of Ulſter and 
Connaught to the relief of his caſtle, which when 
the numbers only were conſidered, ſeemed truly 
formidable. But no ſooner had they been inform- 
ed of the taking of Maynooth, than with an ut- 
ter diſregard of their leader, whole merit and dig- 
nity were meaſured by his ſucceſs, they deſerted in 
great numbers. With the remains of his faithleſs 
army, which at firſt amounted to ſeven thouſand 
men, lord Thomas ftill ventured to ſeek the deputy 
in the field. One hundred and forty of his C Gal- 


lowglaſſes had the misfortune to be intercepted and 


made priſoners; and as intelligence was received 
that the rebels advanced and prepared to give bat- 


tle, Skeffington, with a barbarous precaution, or- 


2 theſe wretches to be ſlaughtered; an order 
ſo effectually executed, that but one of all the 
| number 
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number eſcaped the carnage. It ſoon appeared 
that even the melancholy plea of neceſſity was 
wanting to palate this horrid cruelty. The in- 
conſidlerate Iriſh, who had not ab.indoned lord 
_ Thomas, ſhrunk at the firſt diſcharge of the Eng- 
liſh artillery: they had marched in obedience to 
W their chicftains; but, on the firſt appearance of 
E | danger, fled from a conteſt, in which they deemed 
Ws neither their intereſt nor their honour in the leaſt 
concerned. 7 | 

' From a daring rebel, at the head of a formi- 
dable army, the unhappy young lord now found 
himſelf reduced by his folly to a wretched out-law, 
attended only by ſome partizans of his family, 
and able but to make a few predatory excurſions 
from his miſerable retreats. Some trivial advan- 
tages which he obtained, ſerved not ſo much to 
diſtreſs the governor, as to inſult his infirmity. 
Driven from one ſcene of wretchedneſs to another, 
he at length contrived to eicape into Munſter. It 
ſeems not improbable by this motion, that the un- 
fortunate lord conceived ſome hopes of aſſiſtance 
from his kinſmen of the houſe of Deſmond. But 
effectual care had been already taken to prevent it. 
The earl of that name had lately died, and the 83 
right of ſuccefſion was conteſted between his fon © 
and one of the family called Sir John Deſmond, 
who contrived to get poſſeiſion of the lands; with 
this Sir John, Henry deigned to enter into a correſ- 
pondence; and in a ſeries of letters, partly by pro- 
miſes, and partly by menacing, prevented him from 
giving any effectual aſſiſtance to Fitz-Gerald, who 
was ſoon followed into Munſter by lord Leonard 
Grey, his kinſman, one of the mo active and 
warlke attendants on the lord deputy. Inconſi- 
derable ſkirmiſhes, fought without any deciſive ad- 
vantage on either fide, ſer ved to alarm the Englith 
forces with the danger, of an expedition in an 
unknown country, agamft an enemy whoſe real 
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ſtrength was not diſcoverable, and at the ſame time 
to render the ſituation of Fitz-Gerald more and 
more deſperate. The Engliſh officers were urgent 
with lord Grey to enter into a treaty with the rebel 
leader, and, if poſſible, to induce him to a peace. 
able ſubmiſſion. Overtures were propoſed, and 
readily accepted on the part of Fitz-Gerald. Some 
of his moſt zealous adherents had been ſeized and 
ſuffered death for their concurrence in his ſcheme 
of wild and weak rebellion; he was abandoned by 
thoſe on whom he chiefly relied; even O'Nial and 
O'Connor were preparing to make their peace: 
nothing remained for this hopeleſs young lord, but 
a ſubmiſſion. Stanihurſt is poſitive that he ſtipu- 
lated expreſsly for the ſecurity of his perſon; that 
he received the lord deputy's faithful promiſe of a 
pardon; and that their covenants were ſealed by : 
public and ſolemn participation of the Sacrament. 
However this may be, he certainly received ſuch 
aſſurances of favour, and at leaſt of a powerful re. 
commendation to the king, that he conſented to 
| diſmiſs his troops, and to attend lord Grey to 
Dublin. 4 
Tux ſuppreſſing this rebellion, and receiving the 
ſubmiſſions of ONial and O'Connor, cloſed the 
adminiſtration of Skeffington, who in theſe tranſ. 
actions had no great perſonal merit, at leaſt was re. 
preſented to the king's Engliſh miniſtry as an inac- Wl 

tive and inſufficient governor. The officers of ſtate Wi 
tranſmitted the moſt affecting repreſentations of the 
5 miſery and deſolation of the pale, aſſured lord 
Cromwel, to whom they addreſſed their letters, WM 
that the rebel Fitz-Gerald had frequently eſcape! 
by the indolence of the governor ; that as he lay Wl 
at Maynooth, he ſuffered the rebels to inſult him, 
even under the very walls of his caſtle ; that his 
tranſactions with the Iriſh chieftains were futile and 
nugatory, for he had accepted their fair promiſcs, 
without demanding hoſtages, or any n : 
£1 
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their adherence ; that the whole ſtate of Ireland 
muſt have fallen to utter ruin, but for the ſervices 
of Sir William Brabazon, who had been ſent thi- 
ther with the title of vice-treaſurer, and thoſe of 
lord Leonard Grey, whom the king's ſervice abſo- 
WT lutely required to be appointed lord deputy in the 
place of Skeffington, with a power of convening 

an Iriſh parliament. And their defires were ſpee- 
dily gratified. Sir William Skeffington ended his 
days near Dublin; lord Grey on his deceaſe was 

W choſen deputy by the council, until the royal plea- 
W fure ſhould be known, and their nomination was 
W ſoon after approved and confirmed by the king. 

In the mean time lord Thomas, the unhappy 
author of the late diſorders, was ſent into England, 
and prepared to caſt himſelf at the king's feet, in 
full confidence of Pardon. But whatever were the 
promiſes of the Iriſh deputy, or however favour- 
able the recommendation of the Iriſh council, the 
king was too violent in his temper, too grievouſly 
provoked, and too much prepoſſeſſed by the ene- 
mies of the houſe of Fitz-Gerald, to think of mer- 
cy. The young lord was arreſted on his way to 
Windſor, and conveyed to the Tower. He had now 
the ſevere mortification cf diſcovering that he had 
deen driven to all his extravagances, by raſh ſug- 

eftions and lying rumours ; that his father had not 
Deen put to death, but had lived to hear of the re- 
bellion of his fon, and ſunk under the ſevere im- 
preſſion of anguiſh which this intelligence had oc- 
caſioned. He was for a while left to the torment- 
ing ſenſe of his folly ; for the vengeance of ſuch a 
prince as Henry was not to be appcaſed by a ſingle 
victim. He affected to conſider the ſuppreſſion of Ms. 
the late rebellion as a new conqueſt of Ireland ; and 22 
propoſed it as a queſtion to be debated in this coun- 
cil, whether he had not now acquired a right to 
ſeize at once all the eſtates of this kingdom, ſpiri- 
1 tual 
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Stanih. 


have entirely diſapproved and oppoſed the inturrec- 


banquet, an inſidious and diſhonourable artifice 


taſtrophe had already been conveyed to the empe- 


ror's court. 


Kildare, Gerald, a youth of about twelve years, 
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tual and temporal. But above all, he breathed the 


moſt furious revenge againſt the whole lineage of 
Kildare. The new lord deputy received orders to 
ſeize five uncles of lord Thomas, and to ſend them 
priſoners to London. Of theſe, three were known to 


tion of their nephew, and the whole number had reaſon 
to expect impunity, from the treaty made with the 
rebels. But this confidence proved their ſnare. 
They accepted the invitation of lord Grey to a 


of this lord to get them into his power ; they were 
firſt feaſted with all the appearance of amity, then 
made priſoners and conveyed to London. The un- 
cles and the nephew were condemned, and ſuffered ;W 
the puniſhment of high-treaſon. The emiſfſary, il 
which the vain young lord had ſent to Charles the 
fifth, arrived when the intelligence of this fatal ca- 


THERE was a younger branch of the family of 


brother to lord Thomas; and the vengeance of the 
king purſued even this helpleſs and guiltleſs infant. 
But happily, by the vigilance of his guardians, he 
was ſecreted and conveyed to his aunt, the widow of 
Mac-Arthy, Iriſh dynaſt of South-Munſter. This 
lady, folicitous to preſerve the remaining hope of 
her noble family, conſented to a ſecond marriage 
with another Iriſh chieftain, called O Donnel, on 
the expreſs condition that he ſhould prote& her ne- 
hew : but ſoon convinced of the inſincerity of 
0 new huſband, who ſought to recommend him- 
ſelf to the Engliſh government, by delivering up 
this youth, ſne conveyed him into France, where 
the king entertained him; and when Henry had 
the meanneſs to demand him as a rebel - ſubject, fa- 
voured his eſcape to Flanders. The like demand 
was 


Ch 6. r 


was made to the emperor, when this young lord 
had eſcaped to his court, but with like ſucceſs, 
He was permitted to ſeek the of cardi- 
nal Pole, who, in defiance of his declared enemy, 
king Henry, received lord Gerald as his kinſman, 
| educated him ſuitably to his birth, and, by his fa- 
vour and ſupport, preſerved him to regain the * 
nours of the family of Kildare. 
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= Reformation of religion. —Its firſt beginnings in Eng 
= land. — Schemes for extending it to Ireland. —Cir- 
4 cumſtances of this country unfavourable to the deſign 
= — Peculiar prejudice in favour of the pope.— Prac 
= tices of Cromer archbiſhop of Armagh.—Browne of 
4 Dublin zealous for the reformation. —His repre- 
= ſentations to lord Cromwel.—Irifſh parliament con- 
1 vened.— is ſtatutes.—Oppaſition of the partixan 
= of Rome. — Meaſures for paſſing the act of ſupremacy. 
= —Subtilty of the popiſh party defeated. —Neceſſity 
4 of vigour in the field. —Succeſſes of lord Leonard 
i Grey, —Fatiions formed againſt him. Turbulence 
23 of the popiſh party.—Commiſſion from Rome to Cro- 
mer and his aſſociates. — Application to O'Nial — 
Hle takes arms in the cauſe of the church. —Defeated 
at Ballaboe.— Lord Leonard Grey recalled, accuſed, 
and executed. New inſurrection repelled General 
deſpondency of the di ſaffected.— The title of king of 
treland conferred on Henry —Submiſſions of the Irijo 
and degenerate Engliſh lords. —Ordinances for the 
government of 8 bt and Munſter.— Henrys 
favour to the great 705 ſubjefts.—Creations— Wt 
Meaſures for * their attachment. —Defefts in 
the policy of the king and his Iriſh adminiſtration.— 
Their conſequences. — Reformation of the ſtate of Irc- 
land how far advanced. 


URING the courſe of the Jate events in 
Ireland, Europe had beheld with aftoniſhment 
the rapid and ſucceſsful progreſs of Luther and his 
aſſociates. A monk diſtinguiſhed only by his piety 
and learning, but of a temper fitted for a daring 
enterprize, had ariſen intrepidly againſt the corrup- 
tions of Rome, gradually proceeded to attack the 

various errors which had 1 religion in 


times 
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times of darkneſs ; was for a while weakly oppoſ- 
ed. was ſtrenuouſſy ſupported, and, boldly ſtriking 
at the foundation of the whole pernicious ſyſtem, 
inveighed againſt the domination of the pope, de 
nied his infalibility, and taught his diſciples to re- 
nounce all human authority, and to reſort to the 
word of God, as the true ftandard of chriſtian 
faith and duty. Several circumſtances conſpired to 
favour the reception of theſe doctrines. They 
were embraced with ardour, and propagated with 
indefatigable zeal; and the papal power had receiv- 
ed its deadly wound, even before the danger had 
been attentively confidered. 

Is England, which had tafted the bitterneſs of 
clerical uſurpation, the minds of men were not un- 
N for the Lutheran doctrine: and Henry 

imſelf, though he had deigned to enter the liſts 
of theological controverſy, and publiſhed a book a- 
gainſt the innovations of Luther, became an inftru- 
ment of Providence, to introduce the firſt begin- 
nings of Reformation into his kingdom. A minute 
detail of the occaſion, circumſtances, and progreſs 
of this important event, ſeems not properly to be- 
long to this preſent work. Let it be ſufficient ta 
obſerve, that Henry, impatient of the delays given 
to his intended divorce, and provoked at the du- 
plicity of pope Clement, openly renounced the 
papal authority. His marriage with Ann Boleyn 
was declared, and a lady, poſſeſſed with favourable 
diſpoſitions to the new doctrine, ſeated in all the 
ſolemnity on the throne. The invalidity of his 
former marriage with Catherine, his brother's wi- 
dow, and the lawfulneſs of his preſent engagement, 
were definitively pronounced by his own clergy ; 
and the intemperate and precipitate conduct of Cle- 


nt ent finally confirmed the ſeparation from Rome. 
The Engliſh 


gliſh convocation had reluctantly acknow- 
ledged the to be ſupreme head, on earth, of 
the church 


of England. The parliament with 
greater alacrity veſted him not only with the title, 
but 
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but with all the powers annexed to this ſupremacy, 
A way was thus opened for the ſuppreſſion of mo- 
nafteries, Hnry's favourite object, for removing 
the inſtruments, and reſtraining the enormities of 
popular ſuperſtition, and for communicating the 
{cri tures to the laity in the vulgar tongue. Thus 
far was the king determined to proceed, and even 
to drive thoſe of his ſubjects who were till attach- 
ed to the Romiſh communion ; while numbers of 
them were impatient to proceed yet further, in def- 
pite of the royal vengeance launched againſt thoſe 
who refuſed to accommodate their religious ſenti- 
ments to the model of an imperious and felt-futh- 

ctent prince. FO. 
Waite Henry was elated at the general and 
prompt compliance with his ſcheme of Reformation 
in England, he reſolved to extend it yet further, 
and to gain a reception for the new doctrines in Ire- 
land. George Browne, provincial of the Friars of 
Saint Auguſtine, had been noted in London for ſin- 
cerity and ſimplicity of conduct, for charity and be- 
nevolence, as well as a freedom and liberality of 
religious ſentiments. He frequently preached againſt 
the futility of pilgrimages and penances; diſſuaded 
his hearers from a vain dependence on the merits 
and interceſſion of departed ſaints; exhorting them 
to rely ſolely on the mediation of our Lord, and to 
addreis their prayers immediately to God. Lord 
Cromwel, who, on the death of Wolſey, had be- 
come a favourite, and exerciſed all the rights an- 
nexed to the king's ſupremacy, under the title of 
vicar-general of England, found little difficulty in 
procuring the zealous preacher of ſuch doctrines to 
be promoted in Ireland. On the death of the un- 
happy Alan, he was advanced to the ſee of Dublin; 
and, with other commiſſioners, appointed to confer 
with the clergy and nobility, and to procure a ge- 
neral acknowledgment of the = i ſupremacy. 
But the taſk was found more difficult than the im- 
: petuofit 


Wo moſt civilized among them living in continual a- 


= which this land experienced. Others were even 
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tuoſity of the king, or the faſtidious contempt 
which the Engliſh miniſter entertained of this coun- 
try, permitted them to ſuſpect. 
"rx ſpirit of religious diſquiſition had indeed 
forced its way into Ireland, with the ſucceſſion of 
Engliſh ſettlers. So that in the famous parhament 
of the tenth year of Henry the ſeventh, laws had 
been revived to prevent the growth of Lollardiſm 
and hereſy. But ſuch ſeeds of reformation found 
an unfavourable ſoil, and could {ſcarcely ſpring up, 
with any conſiderable degree of extent and vigour. 
Ireland was not a place for thoſe circumftances to 
operate, which favoured the firſt reformers in other 
parts of Europe. A people not connected by one 
and the ſame ſyſtem of polity, and for the moſt part 
ſtrangers to the refinements and advantages of po- 
litical union; harraſſed by a perpetual ſucceſſion of 
petty wars, diſtracted by mutual jealouſy, and the 


larm, and daily called out to repel invaſion, could 
have little leiſure for ſpeculation, and little diſpoſi- 
tion for thoſe enquiries which were purſued with 
ſuch avidity in countries morecompoled. The people 
had ſeverely felt the oppreſſion of the clergy ; but 
what in other countries appeared the capital and 
leading grievance, was but one of thoſe oppreſſions 


more grievous, and required more immediate re- 
dreſs. When Europe had declared almoſt unani- 
mouſly againſt the yoke of eccleſiaſtical power, a 
ſight attempt made in one province of Ireland to 
circumſcribe the privileges of the clergy, raiſed a 
moſt violent and infolent clamour among the order; 
although it amounted to nothing more than em- Ware. 
powering the civil magiſtrate to impriſon eccleſiaſ- A. P. 
tical debtors. | ""P 
Had the generous policy prevailed of collectin 
all the inhabitants — A of Engliſh fub- 
| Jets, an union and pacification of ages muft have 


prepared 


Ware. de. 
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in. the people for the reformation now pro- 


but among the fatal conſequences of ex- 

cluding the old natives from the pale of Engliſh i 
law, Nindneſs and bigotry proved the natural con- 
comitants of a diſquieted, uncivilized, and diſſo- 
lute courſe of living. And the irregularities f in 
the eccleſiaſtical conditution of Ireland, naturally 


reſulting from the odious and abſurd diſtin&ion of 7 | 
its inhabitants, contributed in no ſmall degree to 


confirm the people in the groſſeſt ignorance, and 

of conſequence in the meaneſt ſuperſtition. In the 
dioceſes where law and civility were moſt prevalent, 

the prelates found it impoſſible to extend their pa. 

toral care or juriſdiction to the diſtricts occupied bß 

Ms. the old natives. Their ſynods were held (as the re. 
Marſh. cords expreſs it) among the Engliſh , the Iriſh clergy 
Lib. Dub. when ſummoned to obey their ordinary, were re- 
fractory and contumacious; and were excluded 


Wilkins. be 


88 preſent as aſſeſſors and co- adjutors. 


In the diſ- 


II. p. tris more remote from the ſeat of Engliſh govern- 
660. ment, where war and confuſion chiefly raged, the i 
appointment of prelates and paſtors was ſometimes 
totally negle&ted. Biſhops intruded ſurreptitiouſ:⸗, 

or ſeized the fees by violence, were little known, ⁵⁶ 
reverenced, or obeyed ; ſometimes enjoyed no more i 
title; ſometimes were driven by the 


Preſ.Hib. 


than an empty 
public diforders to "oh diſc 


e of ſome inferior 
paſtoral function, in places of retirement and ſecu- 


Iriſh biſhops, in the firſt 3 
mation, were ſo ſoon forgotten, that the laborious Wl 
reſearches of Sir James Ware could obtain no me- 


dioceſes flept in monaſtic tranquility, while all Eu- 
rope reſounded with the tumult of theological dil- | 

pute. It is ridiculous to find an Iriſh biſhop re- 
nowned for the compoſition of an hymn in barba- 
CI. in praiſe of a faint Macarti, 


while 


from the aſſemblies where they claimed a right to. 


rity. The very names and ſucceſſion of ſeveral | 1 ; 
beginnings of the refor- WM 


mortals of them. Prelates of the more eminent b 
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while his brethren in other countries were engaged 
in diſcuſſion of the moſt important points of reli- 
gion; or others depending for ſalvation, on bein 

wrapt, at their dying hour, in the cowl of faint 


Francis, when Rome herſelf had confeſſed with 


ſhame the follies and enormities which had diſ- 


—IE graced her communion. 


A CLERGY without diſcipline or knowledge. and 


a laity without inſtruction, were, in proportion to 


7 their ignorance, abjectly attached to the papal au- 


thority ; the only authority in religion which they 


had been accuſtomed to reverence ; and which, for 
the firſt time, they now heard impeached with aſto- 


niſhment and horror. And one peculiar prejudice 
there was in favour of the ſee of Rome, which ope- 
rated equally on the Iriſh, and even on the more 
enlightened of the Engliſh race. Ireland had been 
for ages conſidered, and induſtriouſly repreſented 


as a fief of the pope, in right of the church of 


faint Peter, By virtue of this imaginary right, the 


ſeignory of this kingdom, it was well known, had 


been conferred on Henry the ſecond. The Iriſh par- 
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liament had occaſionally acknowledged this to be Ir. Stat. 


the only legitimate foundation of the authority of7, Edw. 
the crown of England. It was therefore accounted * 


more eſpecially prophane and damnable to deny the 


authority of the pope, even in his own inherit- 
ance ; and that a prince entruſted with this inherit- 


ance for the protection of religion ſhould diſclaim 


his father and his ſovereign, and impiouſly violate 


the ſtipulations of his anceſtor, by which alone he 
, 1 wn to any authority or pre-eminence in 
As theſe circumſtances aſſiſted the general pre- 
poo — e of antient eſtabliſnments, fo 
were the diſpoſitions of the people expreſſed with 
leſs reſtraint, as their diſtant fituation rendered the 
inflexible ſeverity of Henry leſs formidable, and al- 
lowed them to counteract his views with greater 
_ freedom. 
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Brown's Poi 7 the kit lained their inſtructions, and 
pointed by the king explained their inſtructions, and 
Letter. demanded an acknowledgment of his ſupremacy, 


than Cromer, primate of Armagh, an Engliſhman 
by birth, and who had ſome time held the ffice of 
chancellor, openly and boldly declared againft an 
attempt ſo impious. Diſguſt at being removed from 
his office, and reſentment at the ſeverity exerciſed 
againſt the family of Kildare, his friends and pa- 
trons, might be ſuppoſed to have had fame ſhare 
in this oppoſition, were it neceſſary to recur to 
wordly motives to explain it. He ſummoned the 
ſuffragans and clergy of his province; and to thoſe 
whom he could collect, he pathetically repreſented 


the danger which now threatened the religion f 


their anceſtors ; exhorting them to adhere inviola- 
bly to the apoſtolic chair, by ſuch arguments and Wi 


motives as were ſuited to their underſtandings. WM 


He reminded them that their country had been 
called in the earlieſt ages the Holy Iſland; a con- 
vincing proof that it ever was, and 1s, the peculiar 
property of the Holy See, from which the kings of 
England derive their lordſhip. He enjoined them 
by his ſpiritual authority to reſiſt all innovation, as 


they tendered their everlaſting felicity; and pro- 


nounced a tremendous curſe againſt all thoſe who 
ſhould ſacrilegiouſſy acknowledge the king's ſupre- 
macy. In the main time he diſpatched two emiſ- 
faries to Rome to repreſent the danger of the 


church, and to entreat the interpoſition of the 


tiff in defence of his own rights and intereſts 
Tunis ſpirited oppofition of the moſt eminent 
among the Iriſh prelates enlivened the zeal and vi- 
gour of the friends of Rome. Henry and his mi- 
niſter ſeem to have imagined that no one could 
have preſumed to attempt the leaft reſiſtance to his 
royal will, and, in a point which had been already 
ſolemnly decided, and eſtabliſhed in England. His 
agents 
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agents were probably poſſeſſed with the ſame idea: 
But, to their utter mortification, the king's com- 
miſſion was treated with indifference and neglect; 
and his vicar, on account of the meanneſs of his 
birth, became even a ſubject of popular ridicule“. 
Archbiſhop Browne, with the aſſiſtance of ſome of 
his ſuffragans, laboured in ſupport of the commiſ- 
ſion; but he was treated not only with diſdain but 
outrage, and his life expoſed to danger from the 
zealots of the popiſh party. Such at leaſt were the 
apprehenſions he expreſſed. He informed lord 
Cromwel of his bad ſucceſs, and the oppoſition of 


Cromer. repreſented the melancholy fituation of 


eccleſiaſtical affairs in Ireland; the extreme 1gno- 
rance of the clergy, incapable of performing even 
the common offices, and utter ſtrangers even to the 
language in which they celebrated their maſs; and 
the furious zeal of the people, whoſe blind attach- 
ment to Rome was as determined as the conftancy 
of the moſt enlightened martyrs to true religion, 


who exulted in expectation of effectual ſupport from 
the pope, and that he would engage ſome of the 


old Iriſh chieftains, and particularly O'Nial, the 
great dynaſt of the North, to rife in defence ofre- 
ligion. He recommended, as the moſt vigorous 


and effectual method of procedure, that an Iriſh 


parliament ſhould be aſſembled without delay, which 
like the Engliſh legiſlature, might by law enforce 
a general acknowledgment of the king's ſupremacy, 
fo as to terrify the refractory, and to filence their 
oppoſition. 

Tris advice was approved; and lord Leonard 
Grey, now engaged in ſuppreſſing the remains of 
the Geraldine rebellion, received commiſſion to 

Vor. II. M ſummon 


© Archbiſhop Browne, in one of his letters to lord Crom- 
wel, tells him, with an awkward and uncourtly ſimplicity, 
The country-folk here much hate your lordſhip, and deſ- 


as TW call you, in their Iriſn tongue, the Blackſmith's 
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ſummon a parliament, which accordingly was con- 
vened at Dublin on the firſt day of May one thou- 
ſand five hundred and thirty. ſix. Whether the af. 
fairs of England gave the king no leiſure to attend 
minutely to the Jaws neceſſary to be paſſed in this 
aſſembly, or whether the apprehenfion of fome new 
diſorders in Ireland, on account of religion, de- 
termined him to cut off all delay, the previous 
certification and tranſmiſſion of bills agreeably to 
the law of Poynings, were on this occaſion omitted, 
and the law declared to be ſuſpended by aſſent of 
the king. The tranſactions of a late parliament at 
Weſtminſter ſufficiently informed the Iriſh ſubjects 
what acts would be moſt acceptable to the king, and 
were made the model of their preſent ordinances. 
Left to the direction of their own loyal zeal, they 
proceeded not merely to provide for the internal re- 
gulation and local neceſſities of the pale, but to de- 
cide on points equally pertaining to the realm of 
England, and to the land of Ireland appending 
and belonging to the imperial crown of that realm, 
(as they expreſs it) and to the unity, peace, and wealth 
of both lands. 

Hav firſt paſſed an act of attainder againſt 
the late earl of Kildare, and the aſſociates of his 
rebellious fon, they proceeded to adjuſt the right 
of ſucceſſion to the crown of England, and lord- 
ſhip of Ireland. They pronounce the marriage of 
the king with Catharine of Arragon to be null and 
void, and the ſentence of ſeparation by the arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury to be good and effectual. 
They declare the inheritance of the crown to be in 
the king and his heirs by queen Anne; pronounce 
it high-treaſon to oppoſe this ſucceſſion, miſpriſion 
of treaſon to ſlander it; and appoint an oath of al- 
legiance to be taken by the ſubje&s of Ireland for 
the ſure eſtabliſhment of it, under the penalties of 
miſpriſion of treaſon. But ſcarcely had this act 
been paſſed, when intelligence arrived of the con- 

demnation 
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demnation and death of Anne Boleyn, and the mar-lIr. Stat. 
riage of the king with the lady Jane Seymour. 28 i 


With the ſame eaſe and compliance with Henry's 


wiſhes, which had been expreſſed in the Engliſh* 


parliament, they inſtantly repealed their act; and, 
by another law, ſentence of attainder paſſed on the 
late queen, George Boleyn, lord Rochfort, Henry 
Norris eſquire, Sir Francis Weſton, William Bre- 
reton, and Mark Smeaton, who had been accuſed 


as accomplices in the ſuppoſed guiltof this unhappy 


lady. Both the former marriages were by this act 
declared null and void; the ſucceſſion confirmed 
a new to the heirs of the king by queen Jane; and 
in default of ſuch heirs, Henry was empowered to 
diſpoſe of the inheritance of the crown of England 
and lordſhip of Ireland, by letters patent or by 


will. 


Wrru reſpec to the ſcheme of Reformation, the L Stat. 


king was declared ſupreme head, on earth, of the VIII. 


church of Ireland; all appeals to Rome in ſpiri- 


tual cauſes were taken away; the Engliſh la againſt 


ſlandering the king, in conſequence of theſe inno- 
vations, was enacted and confirmed in Ireland; to- 
gether with the proviſions made in England for the 


payment of firſt- fruits to the king: by another act 


he was inveſted not only with the firſt-· fruits of bi- 
ſhopricks and other ſecular promotions in the church 
of Ireland; but with thoſe of abbies, priories, col- 


leges, and hoſpitals. By another, the authority of 


the biſnop of Rome was more ſolemnly renounced, 


8 Hen. 


and the maintainers of it, in Ireland, made ſubject 


to premunire. All officers of every kind and de- 
gree, were directed to take the oath of ſupremacy; 
and every perſon who ſhould refuſe it declared, as 
in England, to be guilty of high-treaſon. All pay- 
ment of penſions and ſuing for diſpenſations and 
faculties to Rome, were utterly prohibited, by a- 
dopting the Engliſh law, made for this purpoſe, 
and accommodating it to Ireland, By one act, 
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twelve religious houſes were ſuppreſſed; by ano-—- 


ther, the priory of Saint Wolſtan's in particular, 
and the demeſnes of all veſted for ever in the 
crown. 

Ora acts were made for the encreaſe of the 
king's revenue, and the internal regulation of the 
pale. The uſual ſubſidy of thirteen ſhillings and 
four-pence on every plow-land, was granted for ten 
years. The lands and honours poſſeſſed in Ireland 
by the duke of Norfolk and other abſentees, were 
veſted in the king; and the twentieth part of the 


annual profits of all ſpiritual promotions, a dona- 


tion no leſs acceptable, was granted to him for ever. 


All penfions paid by ſubjects to any Iriſh ſept were 


utterly aboliſhed, as the king's forces were declar- 


ed to be ſufficient for their protection; the ancient 


laws againſt marrying and foſtering with the Iriſh 


were revived in all their ſeverity ; and the uſe of 


the Engliſh order, habit, and language ſtrictly en- 


forced throughout the pale. It was provided, that 


no eccleſiaſtical preferment in the gift of a ſubject 


ſhould be conferred on any but thoſe who ſpake ö i 
the Engliſh language, unleſs, upon repeated pro- 


clamation, none ſuch could be found; that Engliſh 


ſchools ſhould be kept in every pariſh, and that 
ſuch as could not pay for the education of their 
children in theſe ſchools, ſhould be obliged to em- 

loy them, at the age of ten years, in trade or 
113 To prevent waſte of lands, either by 
the ſuppreſſion of monaſteries or attainder of rebels, 


commiſſioners were appointed to make leaſes of all 


ſuch lands as had devolved to the crown. Another 
commiſſion granted by the king to the lord deputy 
and others, for pardoning thoſe who had been in- 
volved in the late rebellion, received the ſanction of 
parliament, aud their compoſitions and pardons 
were ratified to all who ſhould ſubmit within a li- 
mited time, except thoſe who had been attainted 
by name. 


Tur 
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Taz laws for regulation of the pale, and even 
thoſe which declared the right of ſucceſſion to the 
throne, were received without oppoſition. But thoſe 
relative to eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction had all the vio- 
lence of bigotry to encounter. The Romiſn party 
had collected their adherents, and were prepared 
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for a vigorous contention, The two proctors from": Stat. 


each dioceſe, who had uſually been ſummoned to 
parliament, compoſed a formidable body of eccle- 12. 


fiaſtics, avowed adherents of the holy fee. The 

claimed to be a member of the legiſlative body, 
and to have a full right of ſuffrage in every public 
queſtion ; it therefore became neceſſary, before the 
act of ſupremacy ſhould be propoſed, to define their 
rights. It was declared by a previous a&, that their 
claim was preſumptuous and groundleſs ; that they 
were ſummoned merely as counſellors and aſſiſtants 
(as the king's judges and other learned men had de- 
cided) and that from the firft day of the preſent par- 
liament, they ſhould be accepted and taken as coun- 
ſellors and aſſiſtants only, whoſe aſſent and concur- 


rence were by no means neceſſary to any parliamen- 


tary tranſaction. 

Bur although the partizans of Rome were thus 
= deprived of the aſſiſtance of fo powerful a body, yet 
when the act of ſupremacy came to be propoſed, 
lords and commons joined in expreſſing their ab- 
horrence of the ſpiritual authority aſſumed by the 
king: while the miniſters and royal party were 
equally determined in defence of it. Archbiſhop 


Il. C. 


Browne took the firſt part in ſupporting the Pro- of 


priety of this act, by ſuch arguments as probably Abp. 


had their weight upon his own mind, and were more Brown. 


likely to influence his hearers, than thoſe of greater 
real force and ſolidity. He pleaded the authority 
of the popes themſelves againſt the uſurpation of 
Rome. They had acknowledged emperors, kings, 
and princes (he obſerved) to be ſupreme in their 
own dominions, and even Chriſt's own vicars. So 


M 3 that 


T-.S*> t. 
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that, in aſſerting the king s ſupremacy, he claimed 

no more than what Eleutherius biſhop of Rome, 
had granted to Lucius, firſt Chriſtian king of the 
Britons. He therefore declared, that he freely and 
conſcientiouſſy accepted the king s highneſs as ſu- 
preme in both realms, in eccleſiaſtical as well as 
civil affairs; and, concluding with an argument 
ſtill more confounding, pronounced thoſe, who 
made any difficulty of concurring with kim, to have 


no right to be regarded or treated as loyal ſubjects. 


Fan ſerved to allay the violence of thoſe who 
could not be perſuaded; ſo that the moſt determin- 
ed partizans of Rome were obliged to reſerve them- 
ſelves for a clandeſtine oppoſition to the execution 
of a law, which they could not prevent from being 
enacted; and, which, in deſpite of the legiſiative 
authority, they ſtil] oppoſed with indefatigable zeal. 
With an ingenuity not unworthy of the ableſt diſ- 
ciples of Loyola, they deviſed a pretence for im- 
peachirg the authority of the parliament, and per- 


ſuading the people that the offenſive laws, enacted 


in its ir{t ſeſſions were utterly invalid. The act, 
for the ſuſpenſion of the law of Poynings contained 
a proviſion, that no ſtatutes ſhould be ordained in 
the preſent parliament, prejudicial to the grants, 
liberties, cuſtoms, or commodities of the crown, 
but ſuch only as ſhould be decmed expedient · for, 


the king's honour, the encreaſe of his revenue, 


„ and the common weal of his land and dominion 


of Ireland.” Ihe friends of Rome took advan- 
tage of this mode of expreſſion; they inſiſted that 
the parliament had no power of enacting any law in 
which theſe ſeveral circumſtances d id not all ccncur. 
And that whatever laws they ſhould enact, which 
were not at once conducive to the honour of the 
king, the advancement of his revenue, and the com- 
mor: weal of Ireland, muſt be in themſclves devoid 
of torce or authority. But the zeal of theſe refiners 
was fo precipitate, that, without waiting the diſſo- 

lution 
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lution of this aſſembly, they ſuggeſted and propa- 
gated their favourite objection, during the proroga- 
tions of parliament; and thus gave occaſion, in 
the later ſeſſions, to explain the ſuppoſed ambiguity, 
to declare the validity of all laws of the preſent 
pariiament, enacted for any one of theſe purpoſes, 
and to denounce thoſe guilty of felony who ſhould 
attempt to invalidate any of ſuch laws. 

To theſe vigorous councils and deciſions of the 
legiſlature, it was at this time peculiarly neceſſary 
to add an extraordinary vigilance and activity in the 
field. It was obvious to foreſee that religious con- 
troverſy muſt aggravate and protract the diſorders 


ſo long and fo grievouſly experienced in this coun- 


try ; that the queſtion of the pope's authority threat- 
ened to divide thoſe who had hitherto been moſt 
united; that while the king's ſubjects, who diſap- 
proved the late regulations, were in danger of be- 
ing ſeduced from their allegiance, at the ſame time 
a new band of union was formed among the old Iriſh 
chieftains. Their petty ſepts were called their na- 
tions, and to theſe their views were principally con- 

fined : their temporal intereſts were ſeparate, and 
their mutual enmities frequently fierce and rancour- 
ous. But the defence of the ancient religion was 


inculcated as the cauſe of all, and afforded a new 


pretence for inſurrection. Nor was lord Leonard 
Grey inattentive to prevent theſe conſequences. 
During the interval of parliament, he traverſed the 
province of Leinſter and the adjacent diſtricts; ter- 
rificd the refractory or ſuſpe&ed chieftains ; and ob- 
liged them to renew their engagements to Engliſh 
government by formal indentures of peace and ſub- 
miſhon. In theſe indentures we find, among the 


ment of his ſupremacy. Nor are the ſtipulations on 


the part of the Iriſh lords uniformly the ſame in all. 


Some agree to keep ms peace with the king's ſub- 


4. jects; 
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royal titles, that of ſupreme head of the church of 29 Hen. 


Ireland, but as yet no more explicit acxnowledg- VIII. 
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jects, not to harbour rebels, to allow the king's 
troops a free paſſage through their demeſnes ; ſome 
bind themſelves ſtill further to attend the royal ſtan- 
dard, on what was called a general hoſting, for a ccr- 
tain time, and with a certain number of men. Some 
agree to a ſubmiſſion, provided they be acknow- 
ledged captain of their nation, or veſt the nomina- 
tion of their chieftain in the lord deputy. Others 

romiſe to be true and faithful ſubjects to the king; 
—— gh, the great Leinſter chieftain, in par- 
ticular, engages, in the ſtrongeſt terms of loyalty, 
to ſupport his liege lord, king Henry, againſt the 
whole world: and, in return, the penſion paid to 
his tamily is continued, and he is conſtituted go- 
vernor for the king of the caſtle of Ferns. On the 
diſſe lution of parliament, Grey was enabled to ex- 
tend Lis excurſions ſtill further. Several Iriſn chief- 
tains, in the other provinces, as well as the heads of 
ſeveral degenerate Engliſh clans, were compelled 
to treat and ſubmit. Of this later claſs, the earl 
cf Deſmond was with greateſt difficulty brought to 
treat with commitſioners appointed by Grey; and 
although he inſiſted on the old privilege of not en- 
tcring a fortified town, and obliged the commiſ- 
ficners to attend him in his own camp, yet he at 
length conſented to fwear allegiance, and delivered 
his natural ſon as an hoſtage for his fidelity. 

Tuis condition of delivering hoſtages, Grey had 
been lately inſtructed to enforce. The king, in 
return to the advices received of his ſucceſs, had 
coldly replied, that the oaths and indentures of the 
Iriſh were of no value, fince they had not given an 
additional ſecurity for their peaceable ſubmiſſion and 
fidelity: an ungracious return to the ſervices of 
this active deputy, which ſeems to have ariſen not 
only from the proud and intemperate ſpirit of the 
king, but from the malignant repreſentations of 
thoſe enemies lord Leonard Grey had created in 
Ireland. The family of Butler, now . 

| | 
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the firſt among the Iriſh ſubjects, ſtill continued, 
with the uſual turbulence of ſuch families, to op- 
poie the adminiſtration of government when en- 
truſted to any hands but their own. Pierce, earl 
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of Ormond and Oſſory, and lord James Butler, his 


on, the treaſurer of Ireland, had not only given 
indirect oppoſition to the meaſures of government, 
bu- on ſome pretence had refuſed to attend the de- 
p- - his mil:tury progreſs. Grey reſolved to in- 
terpr.t this refuſal in the moſt offenſive manner, 
treute d them as revolters, and detached a body of 
tro os © ravage their demeſnes. Their mutual 


compla.nts were ſubmitted to the throne, and the MS. Trin. 


ca'if. referi ed to the council of Ireland. Here the 
contending parties were brought to a formal recon- 


ciliation, and ſeparated in apparent friendſhip, but 


Col. D ub. 


with ail their mutual animoſities ſtill rankling in 


their breaſts. The Butlers in particular waited but 


the favourable moment for executing their revenge 


and, in this their enmitu to the governor, had the 
addreſs to unite the archbiſnop of Dublin, Allen 
maſter of the rolls, and other men of power. The 
party was ſtill further ſtrengthened by numbers ot 
the friends of Rome, who had conceived implaca- 
ble reſentment from the zeal of the lord deputy, 
in removing and deſtroying the inſtruments of ſu- 
perſtition, and what they called the demolition of 
their churches. So that the faithful ſervices of 
lord Leonard Grey could not preſerve him from 
that popular odium which his vigilant and powerful 
enemies found various occaſions of exciting and en- 
flaming. 


Is the mean time, his garment was threaten- A · D- 


ed with new inquietudes 


Archbiſhop Browne, the great agent of the Iriſh 


rom religious controverſy. 5 


Browne 


Reformation, found the utmoſt difhculty even in Lett. 


the ſeat of government, to counteract the ſecret 
practices of Cromer and his party. The clergy of 
his cathedrals oppoſed his attempt to remove their 


images 
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ther, and to implore his interpoſition, in ſupport 
of his ſpiritual authority in Ireland. So ignorant 
_ were the Romith partizans of the inflexible and de- 


2 


his mediation, to divert the king from his ſcheme 


the dioceſe of Dublin choſe to reſign their benefices, 


fill up their benefices until he had conſulted his 


to this miniſter of the difficulties he experienced 


reigner may be ſoon invited to lead againſt the Eng- 
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images and reliques, and had ſent a ſpecial emiſſar) 
to Rome, to expreſs their devotion to the holy fa- 


termined ſpirit of king Henry, that they addreſſed 
themſelves to the duke of Norfolk, and hoped, by 


of Reformation in ireland. Several incumbents of 


rather then acknowledge the king's ſupræmacy. 
And ſo formidable, or at leaſt ſo conſiderable was 
this party, that the prelate would not venture to 


patron, lord Cromwel. He repeated his complaints 


from the ignorance and obſtinacy of the clergy, 
with an inſinuation that he was not as ſtrenuouſly 
ſupported by the governor, as the critical occafion 
required. In one of his letters he ventures yet 
further. The vice-roy,” ſaith he, © is of little 
or no power with the old natives; therefore your 
* lordſhip will expect no more of me than I am 
* ave.” But above all things, he expreſſes his 
apprehenſions of the agents from Rome, and their 
dangerous influence. Ever ſince the firſt ſettlement 
of the Engliſh in Ireland, the old natives, he de- 
clares, have always been defirous of ſome foreign 
power to ſupport and govern them; and now, both 
Engliſn and Iriſh, facrifice their private quarrels to 
the cauſe of religion, and ſeem on the point of 
forming a dangerous confederacy, which ſome fo- 


liſh government. 
Non were the fears of this zealous prelate en- 
tirely groundleſs. It was immediately diſcovered 
that a private commiſſion had arrived from Rome 
to Cromer and his affociates, enjoining them to 
perſevere boldly in ſupport of the papal — 

They 


kino's ſupremacy; and directed to command them, 
4 = 4 3 of the ſevereſt eccleſiaſtical cen- 
ſures, to make confeſſion of their guilt within for- 
tv days; and to make a new engagement compoſed 
Vith great ſolemnity, to maintain the authority of 
the holy ſee, to oppoſe heretics, to reſiſt their edicts 
iqdued againſts the church of Rome, and to declare 
all thoſe accurſed who ſhall hold any power, ei- 
ther eccleſiaſtical or civil, ſuperior to that of the 
holy mother church. 
Wulrr the head of the Northern clergy em- 
ployed all his influence in diſcharge of this commiſ- 
fon, the agents of Rome were equally aſſiduous in 
exciting the Iriſh chieftains of the North to take 
arms in defence of the ancient religion. A Fran- 
ciſca.: friar, employed for this purpoſe was detected 


was at firſt contented with expoſing him in a pillo- 
ry, and confining him in priſon; but on communi- 
cating the incident to lord Cromwel, was directed 
to ſend him priſoner into England, The wretched 


terrified probably with dreadful repreſentations of 
the king's cruelty, and the tortures prepared for 
him, in an agony of horror and diſtraction, put an 
end to his own life. The moſt obnoxious and 
alarming of his papers, was a letter written by the 


cardinals, to O'Nial; exciting him to draw the 
ſword againſt the heretical oppoſers of the pope. 
It was conceived in the following terms of abſur- 


dity and folly. 


My fon ONaal. 
* HOU and thy fathers were ever faithful 


ce 


1 to the mother church of Rome. His 


ere empowered to abſolve thoſe from theirAbp. 
= ho had been perſuaded to acknowledge the Browne 


Lett. 


and ſeized in Dublin, with all his papers, which 
fully proved his treaſonable intent. The deputy 


man conſidered this as a ſentence of death; and 


biſhop of Mentz, in the name of the council of 


« holineſs 
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cc holineſs Paul, the preſent pope, and his council 
ce of holy fathers, have lately found an ancient 
c“ prophecy of one Saint Lazerianus, an Iriſh arch- 
ce biſhop of Caſhel. It faith, that the church of 


« Rome ſhall ſurely fall when the catholic faith is 


© once overthrown in Ireland. Therefore, for the 


glory of the mother church, the honour of Saint 
Peter, and your own ſecurity, ſuppreſs hereſy, 
and oppoſe the enemies of his holineſs. You 
ſee, that when the Roman faith periſheth in Ire- 
land, the Sce of Rome 1s fated to utter deftruc- 
tion. The council of cardinals, have therefore 


cc 
cc 
ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


ſured that while the mother church hath ſons 
of ſuck worth as you, and thoſe who ſhall unite 
with you, ſhe ſhall not fall, but prevail for ever, 
in ſome degree at leaſt, in Britain. Having 
thus obeycd the order of the ſacred council, we 
recommend your princely perſon to the protec- 
tion cf the Holy Trinity, of the bleſſed Virgin, 
* of Saint Peter, Saint Paul, and all the Hoſt of 


Heaven. Amen.” 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


Bur the detection of this unhappy friar was of 
little conſequence. The emiſſaries of Rome were 
numerous, as well as vigilant; nor did they want 
their ancient prophecies, and fuch like futile means 
of ſeduction, accommodated to the ignorance and 
vanity of O'Nial, He readily yielded to the flatter- 
ing perſuaſion, that the defence of the holy church 
reited folely on his invincible arm, and eagerly 
embraced the occaſion of reſuming the ancient con- 
ſequence of his famiiy. The clergy flew through 
the whole Northern province, harangued the Iriſh 
chieftains, enflamed their zeal, and conjured and 
commanded them to unite in the glorious cauſe of 
religion. A confederacy was thus quickly formed 
for the ſuppreſſion of hereſy; and the pride of 

O'Nial 


. 
4 1 
* 


thought it neceſſary to animate the people of | | 
the Holy Iſland in this pious cauſe : being aſ- 
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= O'Nial was ſtill more enflamed by his appearing 


once again at the head of his aſſociate chieftains, 
the acknowledged lord and leader of the Northern 
Iriſh. He declared war againſt the invaders of the 3 p. 
<apal rights, led his forces through the territories 1539. 
of Meath, denouncing the terrors of his princely Stanih. 
vengeance againft all the enemies of religion, and 
committing various exceſſes without controul or re- 
ſiſtance; and advancing to Tarah, he reviewed his 
troops, with an oftentatious diſplay of their num- 
bers and proweſs. But theſe champions of the 
church exhauſted all their zeal in this vain- glorious 
defiance of Engliſh government. Inſtead of pro- 
ceeding in any well-concerted ſcheme of hoſtilities, 
they | Anke contented with the havock they had 
made, and the prey they had collected, and march- 
ed back in triumph towards their own ſettlements. = 
Tux lord deputy had foreſeen the ſtorm; and Stanih. 
although he had not force ſufficient to prevent this 
invaſion, he now colle&ed his troops, and was pre- 
pared to repel it. The citizens of Dublin and of 
Drogheda had zealouſly attended his ſtandard; and 
at his inſtances Sir William Brercton had been diſ- 
patched from England with a ſmall troop collected 
in Cheſhire, a reinforcement highly acceptable in 
the preſent emergency. And ſo zealous was this 
knight for his maſter's ſervice, that although he 
had the misfortune to fracture his thigh as he was 
exerciſing his men upon the Engliſh ſhore, he yet 
inſiſted on being raiſed by pullies into his ſhip, ra- 
ther than give the leaſt delay to the embarkation. 
The inſolence and perfidy of the Northern inſur- 
rection, provoked the friends of government; the 
ſudden retreat of O'Nial revived the courage even 
of thoſe who had been moſt alarmed; the deputy 
had learned, by experience, the importance of vi- 
gourouſly prefling on the Iriſh inſurgents, and pur- 
ſuing them to their moſt diftant retreats: He boldly 
led his forces in purſuit of the invaders; and, by 
forced 


Stanih. 
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forced marches, arrived at a place called Bellahoe, 
on the borders of Meath, where a conſiderable 


party, detached from the Iriſh army, maintained 


an advantageous poſt, with a river in their front, 
and were prepared tc oppoſe his paſſage. Their ap- 
pearance was formidable ; but the Price of the 


Engliſh were elevated and determined. The anna- 


liſts who lived neareſt to this period, dwell on every 


circumſtance of the attack; they tell us of the brave- 


ry of Flemming, baronof Slane, whorequeſted to have 
the glory of leading the vanguard, of the ſhameful ti- 
midity of his ſtandard-bearer who refuſed to attend 
him, of the gallantry of that officer who defired 
to ſupply his place, of the glorious fall of Mabe, 
a valiant Meathian, who became the victim of his 


own ardour, in forcing a paſſage through the river. 


Nor do they give leſs honour to the valour and acti- 
vity of lord Leonard Grey, who, on this critical 


_ occaſion, reaped the fruits of his attention and T 


courteſy to his foldiers. The attack was vigorqus, 
and the reſiſtance of the Iriſh for ſome time obſti- 
rate. But ſtill prefled by the number and valour 
of their afailants, unſupported by their aſſociates, 
and diſpirited by the fall of their commander, they 
wer at length broken, and flying in diſmay, com- 
municated the panic to the main body, which lay at 
ſome diſtance, with an apparent indifference to the 
danger of their companions, ariſing from a want of 
cordial union and due ſubordination among the Iriſh 
ſepts. In an inſtant the whole formidable body 
diſperſed, and fled precipitately to their different 
haunts. So rapid was their flight, that four hun- 
dred only were flain, in a battle obſtinately main- 
tained, and a purſuit ending only with the day. 
Tux victory of Bellahoe, which broke the power 
of the Northern Iriſh, and truck the moſt turbu- 
lent chieftains with a violent and laſting terror, 
cloſed the ſervices of lord Leonard Grey. He was 
immediately recalled to England: and 3 


C 
f 
I 
. 
11 
1 
= 


Ch. HENK Y Vi 


firſt graciouſly received, yet the malice of his ene- 
mies, encouraged by his removal from the govern- 
ment, purſued him implacably to the Engliſh court. 
His ſudden recal was probably owing to the ſecret 


— 
7 


practices of Ormond and his 1 and they 


now preſented themſelves before the king, with 
various articles of impeachment againft his late 
deputy of Ireland. Among other points, too fri- 
volous to bear a recital, he was charged with be- 
traying lord Thomas Fitz-Gerald into a ſubmiſſion, 
by a promiſe of pardon, which he was neither em- 
powered to give, nor to fulfil, and this with a clan- 
deſtine purpoſe of deſtroying him; with favouring 
the eſcape of the younger brother of this family, 
his nephew and favourite; with oppreſſion, bribery, 
correſpondence with the king's enemies, and the 


ſacrilegious deſtruction of churches. Witneſſes 


were examined in Ireland to theſe ſeveral articles; 
Grey, who had been committed to the Tower, was 
brought to his trial for high-treaſon. He might 


have pointed out the meanneſs and malignity of his 


accuſers in ſeveral of the articles alledged againſt 
him. If he could not deny, he might at leaſt have 
palliated the guilt of others. He might have plead- 
ed the merit of his ſervices againſt any inconſidera- 
ble or accidental errors of his adminiftration. But 
he was unhappily poſſeſſed with dreadful apprehen- 
ſions of the king's rigour and ſeverity. Inſtead 
of abiding the deciſion of his tribunal, he ſought 
mercy by an abject reſignation of his life and ho- 
nour, to a prince incapable of mercy. He pleaded 
8 guilty to his indictment, and was beheaded on a 

= tcaffold. | 
Taz removal of this unhappy lord gave new 
courage to the enemies of government and the par- 
tizans of Rome. The Iriſh chieftains of Ulſter re- 
covered from their conſternation, and once more 
reſolved to draw the ſword againſt hereſy. Mor- 
rough O'Bricn, a lord who had juſt now ſucceeded 
| to 
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to the Iriſh ſovereignty of Thomond, was perſuaded 
to unite with them. And hail the intervention of 
the clergy been employed to form a ſcheme of af. WY. 


failing the _—_— {ſettlements at once from differ. 
ent quarters o 


ever formidable they at firſt appeared, from the num. 
ber of confederates, had more ot oſtentation than 
real force; and whatever were the profeſied objects 
of the leaders, thoſe of their ill-goveri c. toilo wers 


were plunder and prey. The Iriſh chieftairs aſ- 


ſembled in the Weſtern part of Meath, and pre- 


pared for another deſperate irruption. But Sir 
William Brereton, to whom Grey had committed 
the reins of government on his deperture, wiſely Þ4 


imitating the conduct of his predeceſſor, marched 
out with ſuch alacrity, and ſuch apparent con- 


tempt of the enemy, as at once confounded their | 1 
tumultuary numbers. Utterly appaled at the 


thought of encountering thoſe whoſe valour had 


but juſt now been ſeverely experienced, they ſhrunk | N 


from their leaders, and fled into different woods 
and other inacceſſible retreats. 3 

A GENERAL deſpondency among the diſaffected 
Iriſh was the natural conſequence of theſe repeated 
diſgraces; and the cauſe of the pope grew every 
day more and more deſperate. Numbers of mo- 
naſteries were reſigned into the king's hands; and 
even the refractory prior of Chriſt- church, in Dub- 
lin, loſt all hopes from his ſecret practices at Rome, 
and ſubmitted to a change of his community into 
that of a dean and chapter. Thoſe champions of 
popery, who had breathed ſuch deſperate vengeance 
againſt its adverſaries, were covered with ſhame 
and diſhonour ; and ſeveral of the moſt active in- 
ſurgents became ſolicitous to make their peace. 
O'Brien in particular ſought to atone for his preci- 


pitate revolt, by a ſubmiſſion. Thoſe who had not 


openly 


the iſland, the forces of government 
might have been fatally diſtracted by two different 
invaſions. But theſe ſchemes of inſurrection, how. 
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openly engaged in rebellion, but by their conduct 
or ſituation were ſuſpected, appeared earneſt to ex- 
' preſs their attachment to the crown, whoſe admini- 
ration in Ireland was become reſpectable and for- 


fantaſtical privileges claimed by his family; con- MSS. 
ſented to obey the writs of ſummons to parliament; Lamb. 
abjured the authority of the pope; reſigned his 
favourite ſon into the hands of the lord deputy, to 

be educated in the Engliſh manner; and engaged 

to perform the ſame — to government with 

the earl of Ormond, or any other of the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhied ſubjects of the crown. Some other lords 

of the Etigliſh race, who had been eſtranged from 

the Engliſh intereſt, followed this example, and re- 
turned to their allegiance: So that Sir Anthony 
Saintleger, to whom the king had entrufted the 
adminiſtration of his government, aſſumed his 
charge at a period which afforded the faĩreſt preſa- 

ges of tranquillity and public happineſs. 

To ſecond the diſpoſitions of the Iriſh, appa- 
rently ſo favourable to peace, and to give weight and 
brilliancy to the Engliſh government, it was reſolv- 
ed to change the ſtyle of lord of Ireland, with 
which the crown of Engl-nd had hitherto been 
contented, to that of King Politics, next to re- 
ligion was now the favourite object -f refined and 
ſpeculative men. The com::iotions of Ireland had 
prompted them to deviſe v-rious remedr-s for its 
diſorders; and among other particulars, the force 
with which names and titles operate upon the vul- 
gar, and inexperienced, were duly weighed. It was Rymer. 
reſolved in the Engliſh cabinet, that an Iriſh par- 
liament ſhould confer the title of King of Ireland 
upon Henry and his heirs. Saintleger was com- 

ioned to ſummon this parliament, in which it 
was immediately enacted, that, foraſmuch as the 
king and his progenitors ever rightfully enjoyed all 
authority royal, by the name of lords of Ireland, 
Vol. II. N but 
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not reaſonable to aſſign it as the ſole cauſe of that 
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but for lack of the title of king had not been duly 
obeyed, his highneſs and his heirs for ever ſhall 
have the ſtyle and honour of King of Ireland, and 
that it ſhould be deemed high-treaſon to impeach 
this title, or to oppoſe the royal authority. The 
act was announced with the utmoſt joy and ſolem- 
nity, as an event highly intereſting to the people, 
and honourable to the ſovereign“. 

Tris ordinance was undoubtedly deviſed with 
ſufficient judgment, and good policy, yet it ſeems 


eneral ſubmiſſion of the revolters which immedi- 
ately enſued. The Engliſh annaliſts confine them- 
ſelves to thoſe events which affected the govern- 
ment of Ireland; the Iriſh crudely detail the inci- 
| dents 


* The following is the form of the proclamation made on 
this occaſion. 

% Foraſmuch as the hearts of all godly, natural, reaſonable, 
& and civil creatures, be kindled with love and joy, when they 
* hear of the proſperity, triumph, and advancement of their 
** natural ſovereign liege lord, honourable aſſembly, ye ſhall 
« underſtand that the triumph ſhewed here this day, isdoneprin- 
«« cipally togive thanks to God, for his great benefits ſhewed to 
* our noble and victorious king Henry the Eighth, and to 
«« deliver our own gladneſs and joy that his majeſty is now, 
« as he hath always of right been, acknowledged by the no- 
* bility and commons of this his realm of Ireland, to be 
«« King of the ſame, and he and his heirs to be named, re- 
«« puted, and taken for evermore Kings of Ireland, moſt wor- 
„thy under God. And for manifeſtation, partly of the 
«« gladneſs of the nobility here aſſembled, it was agreed by 
„the king's deputy, and the lords ſpiritual and temporal, 
« and the commons aſſembled in this parliament, that all pri- 
« ſoners of whatever eſtate. degree, or condition, however 
they be detained for murder, felony, or other offence, 
* which the ſaid lord deputy may pardon (treaſon, wilful 
«© murder, rape, and debt, only excepted) ſhall be clearly 
«© delivered out of priſon or priſons, though herein they may 
* or any of them be detained, and all 2 priſoners as ſo 
„ mall be delivered ſhall have their pardons frank and free, 
requiring the ſame accordingly. And God fave the king's 
% majeſty, king Henry the Eighth, king of England, Ire- 
« land, and France, defender of the faith, and in each ſu- 
«+ preme head of the church of England and Leland.” 
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dents of particular diſtricts, of little moment in 
themſelves, and very imperfectly explained. Were 
we informed of the compadts, tranſactions, jealou- 
fies, conteſts, and mutual complaints of the Iriſh 
chieftains, the pride of ſome, the treachery of o- 
thers, and the operation of all thoſe paſſions, which 
break out with greateſt violence among the uncivi- 
lized, we might poſſibly find their conduct not to 
have been the pure effect of terror, fickleneſs or 
duplicity ; we might find their great leaders con- 
tending in a cauſe which they deemed rightful and 


laudable, not only with the forces of their enemies, 


but the intractable diſpoſitions of affociates, and 
the mutinous turbulence of inferiors : deceived by 
falſe aſſurances, and wearied by diſappointment ; 
their confidence abuſed, and their reſentments irri- 
tated ; ſo that the deſpair of ſome, and the revenge 
of others, the ſenſe of injury, and the fear of 
treachery, with other latent motives might have 
conſpired to break a confederacy which but now 
e we ſo formidable. At preſent we are only 
informed that O'Nial made his peace, by the fulleſt 
renunciation of the papal authority, and ſubmiſſion 
to the throne: and his example was immediately 
followed by numbers of the northern chieftains. 
From Connaught, from Meath, from Munſter, all 
the moſt turbulent Iriſh lords, all thoſe of the old 
Engliſh race, who had adopted Iriſh manners, and 
lived for ages in a ftate of independence, vied with 
each other in the moſt zealous profeſſions of recon- 
dciliation to the king's government, and executed 
their indentures in the ampleſt forms of ſubmiſſion. 
The earl of Deſmond was ſeen attending in par- 
liament, and acting in his proper character of a Ware. 
peer of the realm; and probably his example had 
ſome influence upon his great neighbours of the 
South. The 2 ſhewn to ſome loyal Iriſh, and 
ſome Engliſh ſuhjects were alſo not without effect. 
| N 2 | Peerages 
+ Edmund Butler was created baron of Dunboyne. Ber- 
nard Fitz- Patrick, baron of Upper-Oſſory. Sir Oliver Plunket, 
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Peerages and promotions were granted with uny. 
ſual favour; and it was declared in parliament to 
be the king's intention to confer ftill more. They, 
who hoped to obtain, were zealous to deſerve ſuch 
honours. It grew faſhionable to affect a zeal for 
government; the power and the clemency of the 
king were every where induſtriouſſy echoed ; ſo 
that various motives, and various cauſes, conſpir- 
ed to ſwell the numbers of thoſe who crouded from 
all quarters to receive law from the throne. 

Tut deputy had now only to concert meaſures 
for governing the new ſubjects. In Munſter and 
Connaught, which had formerly been divided into 


ſmires, and inhabited in a great part by Engliſh 
| ſettlers, but where the laws of England had 


diſuſed for two hundred years, the authority of go- 
vernment was immediately exerted. Some ordi- 


nances of ſtate were made by parliament for the 


regulation of theſe diſtricts, + not entirely conſo- 
nant to the Engliſh law, but ſuch as might tend to 


the gradual reformation of thoſe, who (as the pre- 


amble 


baron of Louth, William Bermingham, baron of Carbry, 
Rawſon, late prior of Kilmainham, viſcount Clontarfte. 
Thomas Euſtace, viſcount Baltinglaſs. 
Of theſe the moit material were, | 
That Henry ſhould be acknowledged king of Ireland. 
That biſhops ſhould be allowed to exerciſe their juriſdiction. 
'That laymen and boys ſhould not be admitted to eccleſi- 


aſtical preferments (Which laſt ordinances ſhew the miſera- 


ble condition of the church of Ireland at this period.) 


That murder*and robbery be puniſhed by a fine, half of 
which ſhould be paid to the king, and half to the chieftain 


of the diſtrict. But 


That rape and wilful murder be puniſhed capitally. 
That no Coyne or Livery, be taken, except by command 
of the deputy ; but that nevertheleſs the captain of the diſtrid 


muſt have his uſual contribution. 


That idle followers and retainers be diſcouraged. 


That noblemen be allowed no more than twenty cubits, or 


bandles of linen in their ſhirts. And that inferior 5 
proportionably confined in this article of Iriſh magnificence. 
That none be allowed to dye their ſhirts with ſaffron, ac- 


1 


r 


rr 


amble of theſe ordinances expreſs it) © were not 
« ſo perfectly acquainted with the laws, that they 
4 could at once live and be governed by them.” 
And although no attempts were as yet made to in- 
troduce any new ſyſtem of jurifprudence into other 
quarters of the iſland, yet a number of commiſſi- 


7 oners were appointed for each province, who were 


to exerciſe the oſſice of the ancient Brehons, to hear 
and decide occaſional controverſies, or to refer them 
to the deputy and council, where the cauſe was 
= perplexed, or the parties obſtinate. At the ſame 
time, and for the ſame purpoſe of introducing the 
firſt beginnings of freedom and civility among the 
8 Iriſh diſtricts, it became a favourite object of the 
policy of Engliſh government, to break the de- 
= pendences of inferior chieftains and their ſepts. 

They were encouraged to ſubmit their complaints 
of injury and oppreſſion to the lord deputy, to 
reſort to his government as their certain reſource ; 
they were taught to depend only on the king, and 
aſſured that their moſt effectual defence and protec- 
tion would be ever found in his equity, and their 
own faithful and peaceable attachment. | 
Henzy, who regarded this progreſs in the refor- 
mation of Ireland as the effect of his own wiſdom 
and policy, was ſtill further flattered by the appear- 
ance of the moſt diſtinguiſhed of his new Iriſh ſub- 
jects at the court of England. The lord deputy 
had been inſtructed to perfuade them to confer per- 
ſonally with the king, as the moſt effectual means 
1 N 3 . of 


cording to the cuſtom of the old natives, on pain of twenty 
ſhillings, to be levied on the offender. 


| That tythes be duly paid, and leſtation given to an 
* ar "oy p no moleſtation given to any | 


That thoſe, into whoſe country a theft is traced, muſt trace 
it thence, or make reſtitution. | 

That the earl of Ormond, in the counties of Waterford, 
Tipperary, and Kilkenny, and the earl of Deſmond in the reſt 
of Munſter, be guardians and executors of theſe ordinances, 
with the aſſiſtance of the archbiſhop of Caſhel, | 
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Rymer. 
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Rymer, 
Vol. xv. 
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in Connaught, which his family had long main. 
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of conciliating their reverence and affection. The 


earl of Deſmond preſented himſelf before his ſave. | 
reign, and renewed his declarations of obedience 
and loyalty. He was received with favour, and 

diſmiſſed with an order to be admitted into the 
Iriſh council. Uliac de Burgo, known by the 
name of Mac-William, lord of an extenſive diſtri Þ* 


ogni. 


tained independent of the Engliſh government, was 
alſo received by the king with every mark of re.. 
conciliation, and the honour due to his noble deſcent Þ ? 
He was accompanied by Murrough O'Brien, head 
of the royal houſe of "Thomond, whoſe ſubmiſſions | 
were accepted with equal grace. The former re- 
ceived the titles of earl of Clanricarde and baron | ? 
of Dunkellen; the later was created earl of Tho- + 
mond and baron of Inchequin. His ſon Connor, 
to whom the earldom was limited, by another pa- 
tent was created baron of Ibracken. 
THese and other lords had been particularly en- 

couraged to repair to the court of England, by the 
example of O'Nial, and the attention paid to a 
chieftain whoſe family had for ages maintained the 
part of ſovereign princes, and proved no inconfi- 
derable rivals to the Engliſh power. He had at- 
tended on the king, and repeated his ſubmiſſions 
and engagements. He conſented to renounce the 
ſtyle and name of O'Nial, and promiſed for him- 
ſelf, his family, and followers, to aſſume the Eng- 
liſh habit and language, to conform to Engliſh 
manners, ando obey the Engliſh law. His over- 
tures were received with peculiar marks of favour. 
He was created a peer of the realm of Ireland by the 
title of earl of Tyrowen ; and by the ſame patent, his 
fon Matthew, to whom the earldom was to deſcend, 
was created baron of Dungannon. The honour of 
knighthood was conferred on two gentlemen of his 
retinue; and another of his attendants, a clergy- 
man, who had been appointed by the pope to the 
\  biſhoprick | 
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. bithoprick of Clogher, on reſigning his bulls, and 
e. renouncing the authority of Rome, was confirmed 
ce in his ſee. Preſents were given to all; and a chain 


d of gold, received by the new earl from the king's 
hand, confirmed and prefected the reconciliation. 
Tauxsk lords, thus conſtituted peers of parlia- 
+ © ment and members of the Iriſh council, were to be 
\_F Þ allured to an intercourſe with the king's ſervants, 
and habituated to an attendance on the ſtate, ſo as 


. | Þ to preſerve their attachment, and to reconcile them are. 
to Engliſh government. For this purpoſe, the king 

4 | now granted to each of the new earls a houſe and 
lands near Dublin, for their more convenient at- 


tendance on the deputy and parliament. All their 
hereditary poſſeſſions were confirmed to them by 
patent, to be held of the king by military ſervice. 
But as Henry was entirely directed in theſe graces Rot. Can. 
by his Iriſh miniſters, and as they had not ventured Hib. 34 
to adviſe ſuch grants to be made to the inferior H. VIII. 
- | FF chieftains, theſe were ſtill left in that ſtate of de- 

pendence on their more powerful neighbours, from 

= Which it was the profeſſed intention of government 
to relieve them. They were left to their former 
tenures and to defend their poſſeſſions as they might. Davis. 
Hence the old Iriſh vaſſalage, that ſource of local 
conteſts and diforders, and the Brehon juriſdiction 
accommodated to this ſtate, were in effect ſtill con- 
tinued. So little did the new- created earls appre- 
hend that their preſent engagements ſhould produce 
any eſſential regulation of their territories, that they 
ftill governed their followers by che, uſual courſe of 
Brehon law. Any other ſyſtem of juriſdiction had 
either been totally forgotten, or never known with- 
in their territories. And ſuch was the timid or il- 
liberal policy which at this time prevailed in the 
adminiſtration of the affairs of Ireland, that the 
petitions of the old natives, to be governed by the' 
= Engliſh laws, were in ſome inſtances neglected or Wa. 
denied. The chieftain O'Byrn, whoſe ſept had for 
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many ages harraſſed even the capital of the king. 
dom, but who had lately ſworn allegiance, earneſtly 


defired that his territory ſhould be converted into 


an Engliſh county by the name of Wicklow; but 
could not by the merit of his ſubmiſſion obtain at. 
tention to a requeſt, apparently ſo reaſonable. A 


Rot. Can propoſition made for converting the Annaly, poſ- 


Hen Vir feſſed by an Iriſh chieftain called O'Ferghal, into 


Ir. Stat. 


34 Hen. 
VIII. C. 


1. 
A. D. 
1543. 


ſhire-land, met the ſame fate, although the king 
had been conſulted, and declared his acquieſcence, 
The only new arrangement which the deputy and 
parliament ventured to eſtabliſh, was that of the 
diviſion of Meath into two counties, the Eaſtern 
and Weſtern. | 


From theſe circumſtances we may judge what 


degree of real and ſolid advantage was derived from 
the preſent general ſubmiſſion of the Iriſh chief- 
tains, with all the pomp and brilliancy of its exte- 
riour appearance. In Munſter, which had once 
been divided into counties, and governed in a great 
part by Engliſh law, the people continued ignorant 
and refractory. So that no juſtice as yet dared to 


execute his commiſſion among them. In Con- 
naught, in Ulſter, and a conſiderable part of Lein- 


ſter, the inhabitants were entirely abandoned to the 


Davis 


Diſcov. 


p. 124 
Ed. Dub. 


Iriſh polity. Acts of ſtate, or laws of parliament, 
might be ordained, implying a dominion over the 
territories of thoſe great lords who had ſubmitted ; 
but government was ſtill too weak or too cautious 
to attempt the execution of them. Of this Sir John 
Davis mentions a notable inſtance. The abbies 
<* and religious houſes in Tirone, Tirconnel, and 
* Fermanagh,” faith he, © though they were 
* diflolved in the thirty-third year of Henry the 


eighth, were never ſurveyed, nor reduced into 
charge, but were continually poſſeſſed by the re- 


ligious perſons: and this until the reign of 
* James the firſt. | 
Bur 


Bur however ineffectual theſe late tranſactions 
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I were to the vigorous enforcement and general ex- 
tenſion of Engliſh government, yet ſome progreſs 
vas at leaft made in reformation, and for the pre- 
ſent an unuſual degree of peace ſeemed to have 
ſpread through the iſland. Nor could the practices, ih. 
of Francis the firſt, when Henry had declared war, : 
and was preparing to invade his kingdom, ſeduce 
the Iriſh into a revolt. His emiflary applied to the 
chieftain of Tirconnel, whoſe family had been 
known both in France and Rome, and were eſ- 
teemed of great influence and authority in Ireland. 
But the Iriſh lord either ſcrupled to violate his en- 
gagements, or found it impracticable to form any 
confederacy in favour of France. On the other 
hand, Henry was attended to Calais by a conſide- 
rable body of Iriſh forces, who diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves by their undaunted ſpirit. The enemy were 
aſtoniſhed at ſeeing them traverſe the country with 
an agility to which they had been trained in their 
own wars; and were terrified at the ferocity of their 
execution, as well as their intrepidity. Again when 
the earl of Lenox had been called from France, by the 
factions of Scotland, and driven by his diſappoint- 
ments to ſue for the protection of the king of 
England, Henry ſent him into Ireland, where by 
the influence of the lord-deputy, he procured three 
— men to attend him on his fruitleſs expe- 
dion. 
Sou futile conteſts, between the great Iriſh 
chieftains and their dependent lords, were the only 
remaining cauſe of commotion; and the chief em- 
ployment of the king's governor was to compoſe 
them by his arbitration. It can ſcarcely be doubted 
but that amidſt the different motives which produ- 
= ed the late ſubmiſſions, many were ſolely actuated 
by terror, and ſtill retained their averſion to 
and his government, as well as their affection for 
the 


Ware. 


cret diſcontents leſs dangerous. And ſo ou 
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the cauſe of Rome, which way, Fonda 31 _ 
to renounce. But whatever ſchemes of 1 
tion they might form, mutual ſuſpicion be) 48. 
nion prevented their effect, and rendered their ſe- 


trageous 
was the ſpirit of loyalty in other parts of Ireland, 
that when a ſon of Fitz-Patrick, baron of Upper- 
Offory, had committed ſome treaſonable offence, 
he was delivered up to public Juſtice by the hands 
of * own father. 


; 
; 
| 
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Acceſſion of Edward the fixth—Diſpoſitions in the 


fate of Ireland —Saintleger chief governor — Ar- 
rival of Bellingham and his forces. —Inſurref:ons 
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ligious reformation. —Saintleger reinſtated in his go- 
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the reformers, —Crefts ſucceſſor to Saintleger —En- 
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Offory, —his character and conduct. His treatment 
by the Iriſh.—The civil government neceſſarily vigi- 
lant. Factions in the Weſt —-In Munſter and 
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releaſed —-Saintlzger chief governor. —-Proteſtant 
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Atts for the civil government —Explanation of 
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HE civil affairs of Ireland, during the reign | * 
of Edward the fixth, afford little matter tu 
be recorded, unleſs we were to copy the jejune and 
frivolous catalogue of petty incidents deſcribed by | * 
the Iriſh annaliſts, or thoſe Engliſh writers who have! 
copied their minuteneſs. Sir Anthony Saintleger, F 
whoſe adminiſtration had been honourable to him. 
ſelf, and of eſſential ſervice to the crown, was, as 
uſual, expoſed to jealouſies and diſcontent, when in 
the latter part of Henry's reign, a ſuſpenſion of 
hoſtilities gave leiſure for factions in the ſtate. The} 3 
exhauſted condition of the exchequer had tempted | 
him to form ſome ſcheme of taxation, which Or-. 
mond and his partizans ftrenuouſly oppoſed, as ille. 
gal and oppreſſive, The conteſt grew violent; and 
on each fide was attended with ſuch offenfive cir- , ? 
cumſtances as afforded ground of mutual impeach- 
ment. Their complaints were brought before the 
king; and, by his mediation quieted for the pre- 
ſent; but ended finally with the death of Ormond, | 
who, either by accident, or ſome undiſcoverable 
treachery, was poiſoned at a feaſt in Ely-houſe,, 
with fixteen 5 of his retinue. Saintleger was 
reinſtated in his government, and on the acceſſion | | 
of Edward the fixth, confirmed in it. The ſeals of |} 
Ireland were committed to the hands of an Engliſh |} 
knight, Sir Richard Read; as Allen, the late chan⸗-- 
cellor, had appeared fo culpable, in the conteſts be- 
tween the deputy and Ormond, that he was com- 
© mitted priſoner to the Fleet. Among other pro- 
motions, the earl of Deſmond was gratified with the | 
title of lord high-treaſurer, an appointment which | 
ſeems to have been merely honorary, and not at- 
tended with any truſt or confidence; for his name 
doth not appear among the new privy-counſellors: | 
and in the firſt year of this reign, we find the royal | 
commiſſions and inſtructions addreſſed not to Deſ- 
mond, but to Brabazon, the vice-treaſurer, with |. 
the other officers of ſtate, : 
J Tus | 


| SS ED W a © ©. vs #95 
JT Tar death of the late king, and the ſucceſſion 


of his infant ſon, the ſchemes of religious Refor- 
mation formed in England, and deſtined alſo for 
Ireland, the turbulence of the Iriſh and their pre- 
cipitation in taking arms on any new incidents or 
revolutions, were circumſtances duly weighed in 
im. the Engliſh council. It was deemed a ſeaſonable Ware. 
and neceſſary proviſion to ſend Bellingham, a brave 
and experienced commander, with ſix hundred horſe 
and four hundred foot to the ſupport of Iriſh go- 
| #2 vernment. And the importance of this reinforce- 
ment was immediately experienced; for O Moore, 
I chieftain of Leix, and O'Connor of O Fally, on 
p pretence of ſome injuries received, had drawn the 
2 {word, and ſpread diforder through the province of 
3 Leinſter. Bellingham inſtantly joined the lord de- 
puty; and little difficulty was found with their 
united forces, in diſperſing the followers of theſe 
2 rebellious lords. So terrible was the Engliſh power 
do their neighbours, that they could not venture to 
2 afford them even the leaſt ſupply of proviſions in 
their diſtreſs. Their lands were ravaged, and the 
old inhabitants driven out; caſtles were erected 2 
places moſt convenient for keeping them in 1 
tual awe; the chiefs themſelves were —— med 
traitors; and thus reduced by their folly to the con- 
dition of deſperate fugitives. 5 

In this fituation we are informed by the Iriſh 
. | 3 annalifts, that ſome Engliſh officers, who had diſco-Ibid. 
i vered their retreats, propoſed to make their peace. A. D. 
I It was infinuated with what clemency the Iriſh in- 1548. 
ſiurgents in the late reign had been treated, on their 
| F fubmiſſions; what favours, and even what honours, 

| $ they had received at the court of England: they 


were adviſed to take the ſame courſe, which they 
were aſſured would be attended with the ſame ſuc- 
ceſs. They embraced this council, ſubmitted, and 
2 conſented to attend Saintleger into England. But 
bere the only favour granted was, that they were 
not 
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not brought to immediate execution. They were! 
committed to priſon, their lands declared forfeir | I. 
and granted to thoſe by whoſe counſels they had 
| ſurrendered. O Moore ſoon died in his captivity, ! 
a fruitleſs attempt made by his aſſociate to eſcape, Þþ * 
only ſerved to render his confinement the ftrifter Þ ? 
and more ſevere: thus the new proprietors of Leix 
and O'Fally were left to form their ſettlements with | 
leſs interruption or controul. Thoſe kinſmen or | 
followers of the Iriſh chieftains who were moſt | : 
likely to revive their claims, were perſuaded to | 
ſupply their immediate neceſſities, by repairing to | | 
England, and engaging in the king's army; and 
the forces of Bellingham eaſily intimidated others, 
or chaſtiſed their raſh attempts. He had the ſole |- 
honour of gaining two conſiderable diſtricts to the | 


A — 


Engliſh territories, and was faid to be the firſt, f ? 
for ſeveral ages who had enlarged the borders ff 
the pale. os M4 

BELLINGHAM received for his reward the honour | 
of knighthood, and the government of Ireland,, 
which he exerciſed for ſome time in a perpetual ſtate 
of agitation; guarding againſt attempts to inter- 
rupt his new ſettlements, deciding the conteſts of 
Iriſh lords, controuling their oppreſſions, and eman- 
cipating their inferiors from their old vaſſalage. 
At the ſame time he was obliged to contend with 
factions formed againſt him by the great ſubjects 

of the old Engliſh race, who envied his power, or 
were difatisfied with his adminiſtration. While 
Sir Francis Bryan, who had married the widow of 
the late ear] of Ormond, and during the minority 
of her ſon, enjoyed all the conſequence of this 
reat family, made the moſt unfavourable repre- 
entations of the deputy and his conduct, at the 
court of England, he was employed in a faithful 
and vigilant diſcharge of his commi and a 
wary attention to the intereſts of the crown. The 
friends of Rome ſtill continued their ſecret practices, 
and 
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re and, alarmed at the proſpect of further innovations 
it, Nin the eccleſiaſtical ſyſtem, redoubled their aſſiduity; 
ad Land even in the Engliſh pale were but too ſucceſs- 
Y;Þ Jul in fomenting and propagating diſcontent. They 
e, Thad contrived to enflame the zeal of ſome youn 
| and inexperienced lords of the family of Fitz-Eul- 
x tace, who grew impatient to diſtinguiſh themſelves 
nf Jas champions of the church, and found means to 
r | Jinvolve their father, the viſcount Baltinglaſs, in a 
 Fwild and indigeſted ſcheme of inſurrection. But 
o before they could proceed to any outrageous exceſ- 
0 | Fes, the vigilance and activity of the governor ter- 
d ritied them from their purpoſe; and ſtifled a flame, 
, | which, if neglected, might have ſpread to a formi- 
e dable extent. The offenders were readily pardoned; 
* | and, by their lenity, reconciled to government“. 
„Inas ſame liberal policy of preventing, inſtead of 
| puniſhing the guilt of rebellion, Bellingham is faid 
to have diſcovered in his conduct towards the earl = 
of Deſmond. On the acceſſion of the new king, 3 
this lord had retired to his lands, and there began Hooker. 0 
to reſume his former courſe of rude magnificence 
and independence. The deputy, who was ſolici- 
tous that all ſuſpected lords ſnould reſide at the ſeat 
of government, under his immediate and conſtant 
inſpection, ſummoned Deſmond to repair to Dublin, 
and on his refuſal, pierced unexpectedly into Mun- 
ſter with a ſmall train, and ſurprized him in his 
| & houſe. Some gentle and conciliating expoſtulations al 
| wrought 1 


About this time it appears that ſome efforts were made by 
Henry the ſecond of France to attach the Northern Iriſh to his 
intereſt, and to engage them im an inſurrection againſt the Eng- 
lich government. Montluc, biſhop of Valence, was ſent for 
this purpoſe to treat with the chieftains of Ulſter. O' Nial, 
O'Donnel, and O' Dougherty, received his overtures favour- 
ably. But the tranſaction was not attended with any effect or 
conſequence. Melvil, who accompanied Montluc, mentions 
ſome ridiculous circumſtances of the conduct of this prelate, 
which were more noticed by the barbarous Irich than the pur- 
vote of his negociation. | 
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Cox. 


time in the uſual courſe of quieting the diſcontent- F* 
ed, and reconciling diſaffected chieftains, whoſe 
pride or injuries had prompted them to ſome hoſtile |? 
attempts. But, as the protector Somerſet had ſuc- | ? 


England lately eſtabliſhed by the legiſlature, with 
introduced into Ireland, the abilities and experience 
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wrought upon the earl: he was conducted to Dub. 
lin, where he conſented to refide, and where Bel. 
lingham laboured to train him to civility, and to 
impreſs his mind, by example and inſtruction, with 


all the duties of ſocial and political life. This me. | 


thod of forming a loyal fuLje& and a good citizen 
had it's full effect upon the earl. Touched with the 
happy change in his condition, he adhered to the- 
precepts he had received, and exprefled his grati- | * 
tude in daily prayers for his benefactor, by the 


name of the good Bellingham. 


Taz clamours and infinuations of his enemies 


deprived the kingdom of the ſervices of this active | 
governor ; and on the ſudden death of Sir Francis 
Bryan his immediate ſucceſſor, Brabazon was choſen |. 


deputy by the council, and proceeded for ſome \ | 


ceſsfully proceeded in the Engliſh Reformation, 
and was reſolved that the liturgy of the church of 


the other ordinances relative to religion, ſhould be 


of Sir Anthony Saintleger were deemed neceſſary 
for this ſervice. He was appointed lord deputy, 
and ſent to Ireland, with a commiſſion to convene 
a parliament in that kingdom. | 

In England, the diſpoſitions of a great part of 
the people concurred with thoſe of the crown, and 
even ran before their rulers, in the revolt from po- 
pery. In Ireland, the Reformation was tendered 
to a prejudiced and a reluctant people. The avowed 
enemies of Engliſh government, and the factious 
oppoſers of adminiſtration naturally every 
new regulation in the affairs of religion, as arbi- 
trary, oppreſhve, and injurious, and ſeized the oc- 
caſion of inveighing againſt ſuch offenſive — 


Rome, againſt hereſy and innovation. The vin- 


auiſitions now to be made were more extenſive, 
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of authority. The more peaceable, who had never 
been accuſtomed to a ſerious diſcuſſion of the great 

points in controverſy, reſted indolently upon the 
a ntiquity (as it was called) of the former eſtabliſn- 
ments, and, in this relaxed ſtate of mind, were 
ſtricken with great terror, at the denunciations of 
divine vengeance, thundered by the friends of 


dictive character of Henry the eighth, and the ri- 
gour of his government, had driven many of the 
pale as well as of the Iriſh race to formal profeſ- 
ſions and condeicentions, which the very eaſe and 
readineſs with which they were made, ſhew to have 
been made without due attention and ſerious con- 
viction. The authority of a minor king was leſs 
eſteemed or dreaded, at the ſame time that the re- 


and did greater violence, to the popular prejudices. 
As to the inferior orders of men, no meaſures 
appear to have been taken, from the firſt beginnings 
of the Reformation, to enlighten their 1gnorance, Cuſack's 
or correct their prejudices. ** Hard it is,” faith a Letter to 
chancellor of Ireland in this reign, © that men D. of 
* ſhould know their duties to God and to the king 8 
„ when they ſhall not hear teaching or preaching A. D. 
throughout the year. And at a time when the 1552. _ 
mechanic in England could hear and convey in- MS. N 
ſtruction, and was habituated to religious enq ; Col. Dub. 
ry, the ſame miniſter complains that in Ireland, 
* ing we have none, which is our lack, 
* without which the ignorant can have no know- 
* ledge.” At firſt view one might ſu that 
in the more civilized diſtricts at leaſt, ſome mea- 
ſures might have been purſued for promoting the 
| knowledge of religion; and that archbiſhop Browne 
not contented with removing images and deftroy- 
ing reliques, might hive” Linn an active and 
zealous miſſion, to labour for the converſion of the 
people. But numbers of the clergy, we have al- 
Yor. II. — ready 


_ countrymen and kinſmen, in their own language, 


is. proſpect ſtill appears more gloomy. Here, many 

© of the prelates ſtill continued to be nominated by 
the pope, and enjoyed their ſees by his proviſion, 
in defiance of the crown of England: others, 
though appointed by the king, had yet a rival ſent 
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ready ſeen, abandoned their cures rather than dif. 
claim the papal authority; nor was it poſſible to 


fill up their wretched benifices at once with zealous 


and able reformers. ' Neither do we find thoſe 
Engliſhmen his ſuffragans who were favourers of 
the Reformation, diſtinguiſhed by any commen- 
dable ſervices: nor were the labours of ſuch Eng. 


liſh clergymen fitted for the circumſtances and ne. 


ceſſities of the nation. Even within the Engliſh 


pale, the Iriſh language was become ſo predominant 


that laws were repeatedly enacted to reſtrain it, 
but with that inefficacy with which laws are gene- 
rally oppoſed to inverate cuſtoms, and in a country 


not inured to obedience. In thoſe tracts of Iriſh | | 


territory, which interſected theEngliſh ſettlements, 
no other lan e was at all known: ſo that here, 


the wretched flock was totally inaceſſible to thoſe } 1 
ſtrangers who were become their nominal paſtors, | 


The laws made in the late reign to correct theſe 


inconveniencies, even if duly obeyed, required ſome | * 


confiderable interval, to operate with any effect. 


In the mean time the partizans of Rome found a 


ready admiſſion into thoſe diſtricts where the re- 
formed clergy, if ſuch there were, could neither 
be regarded nor underſtood. They ſpoke to their 


and were heard with attention, favour and affec- 
tion. If we look to thoſe parts of Ireland more 
remote from the ſeat of 1 government, the 


from Rome to contend with. The people, remov- 
ed, beyond the ſphere of Engliſh law, had not 
known, or not regarded the ordinances lately made 
with reſpect to religion, nor confidered themſelves 
as intereſted or concerned in any regulations 5 
er 
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ga tter to be made. The only inſtance in which they 

| BS conceived themſelves bound to Engliſh govern- 
ment, even in the preſent revival of its power and 
"5 conſequence, was that of not rifing in arms and 
invading the king's ſubjects: and that authority 
which had not as yet reduced them within the 
7 bounds of civility, could not, without the imputa- 
tion of extravagance, attempt to model their reli- 

* gious ſentiments. 

4 Taz ſcheme of religious reformation in a coun- 
try thus circumſtanced, was entruſted to a man ſuſ- 

"| 7} pected of being indifferent to its ſucceſs. And by 

l labia employed with equal confidence both in this Cox. 
and the ſucceeding reign, he ſeems to have been 
more attentive to his duty as a ſtateſman, than to 
any controverſies about the modes of faith and 

# worſhip. Whether from the apprehenſion of a 
violent oppoſition to the meaſures of government, 
or from whatever other cauſe, the defign of con- 
evening an Iriſh parliament was laid aſide, and the 
royal proclamation was tranſmitted, and addreſſed 
to the clergy, enjoyning the acceptance of the new 

"| | liturgy. The proclamation was not incautiouſſy 
"| | worded. It expreſſed nothing more than that the 
"| } prayers of the church had been tranſlated into the 

» | 4 mother tongue for the edification of the people; 
- © F- without mention of any alterations, or the diſcuſſion 
of any particulars which might occafion ſcandal, or 
| 3 excite controverſy: and before it ſhould be pro- 
' | 3 mulged, Saintleger aſſembled the prelates and cler- 
gv. and ſubmitted it to their inſpection as the royal 
q 


will and pleaſure concurring with the grave opini.. 
ons of the reverend clergy of England; and the 
reſult of their ſage and pious deliberations, for the 
welfare of Ireland. 
1 Ox the death of Cromer archbiſhop of Armagh, Ware. 
| {3 Robert Waucop had been nominated to this ſee by Pat. 35. 
the pope. But in defiance of this nomination Hen- H. VII. 
ry, at the inſtances of S2j::tieger, tranſmitted his 
O 2 mandate 


- 
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mandate for the appointment of John Dowdal, a 
native of Ireland, to the primacy : a man whoſe de- 
votion to Rome outweighed his gratitude either to 
the throne or to his patron. He ſtood forth at the 
head of his northern clergy, a bold and determined 
oppoſer of the royal proclamation. He treated the 
new liturgy with the utmoſt ſcorn, by which, as he 
expreſſed it, every illiterate fellow might be enabled 
to read Maſs. Saintleger replied that there were 
indeed too many illiterate prieſts, as ignorant of 
the language in which divine ſervice had hitherto 
been performed, as the people who attended; but 
that the preſent office was calculated for the edifi- 
cation of both. He was interrupted by Dowdal 
with a ſtern and haughty admonition to beware of 
the clergy's curſe: and after ſome further alterca- 
tion, the primate aroſe, and departing from the aſ- 
ſembly was followed by almoft all his ſuffragans. 
Browne, who now remained the firſt in dignity 
among the prelates, declared his acceptance of the 
king's order; Staples of Meath, Lancaſter of Kil- 
dare, Travers of Leighlin, and Coyne of Lime- 
rick, concurred; and the liturgy was ſoon after 
read in the cathedral of Chriſt-Church Dublin, in 
the preſence of the deputy, magiſtrates, and clergy. 
Tu hardy oppoſition of Dowdal and his ſeced- 
ing clergy naturally tended to create them popula- + 
rity, and to confirm the people in their affection 
for the ancient worſhip. Men, bold enough to ſtand 
in contradiction to the will of their ſuperiors, are 
preſumed to act from the pure and conſcientious 
motive of fincere perſuaſion; and the vulgar ſought 
no other cauſe of this perſuaſion, but the force of 
genuine truth and reaſon. The conduct of the 
oppoſite party they attributed to the moſt invidious 
motives, and thus became more prejudiced agai 
2 cauſe, ſupported by men, as they were taught, of 
worldly and temporizing views, and who ſacrificed 
their conſciences to the favour of a court. And the 
prejudices 
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prejudices conceived againft the Reformation, by 
the Iriſh natives more eſpecially, were ſtill further 
encreaſed, by the conduct of thoſe who were com- 
miſſioned to remove the objects and inſtruments of 
popular ſuperſtition. Under pretence of obeying 
the orders of ſtate, they ſeized all the moſt valua- 
ble furniture of the churches, which they expoſed 
to ſale without decency or referve. The Iriſh anna- N 
liſts pathetically deſcribe the garriſon of Athlone 1 
iſſuing forth, with a barbarous and heathen ar MS. 
and pillaging the famous church of Clonmacnoiſe, 
tearing away the moſt inoffenſive ornaments, books, 
bells, plate, windows, furniture of every kind, ſo 
as to leave the ſhrine of their favourite ſaint Kie- 
ran, a hideous monument of ſacrilege. Nor do 
fuch complaints appear to have been entirely 
groundleſs : for we find that Sir James Crofts, the Cox ex 
ſucceſſor of Saintleger, who had been remanded _ 
== into England, was particularly inſtructed to pre- 
vent the ſale of bells and other church furniture. 
Tux ſudden removal of Sir Anthony Saintleger 
is generally imputed to the practices of archbiſhop ,,, _ 
Browne, who was known to have accuſed him to N 
the court of England, and was ſuppoſed to aſcribe 
the oppoſition of the northern clergy to his indit- 
ference and remiſſneſs. And as the conduct of * 
 Dowdal had elevated the Romiſh party in Ireland, 9 
and been particularly offenſive and alarming to the 1 
Engliſh miniſtry, the firſt care of the new deputy 1 
was to labour by perſuaſion and addreſs, to ſoften —_ 
his oppoſition, and reconcile him to the new regy- bi 
lations of public worſhip. The primate was now 
the great object of attention to all thoſe who at- 
tended to religious controverſy. Whatever con- 
ceſſions he had made on receiving his promotion, 
and whatever acknowledgments of the king's ſu- 
Premacy, were forgotten or ſuppoſed to be ſuffi- 
ciently attoned for. Hz was univerſally regarded 
as the principal, and leader of the friends of Rome; 
O 3 a a fitua- 


MS. 


Marſh. 
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a ſituation which naturally elevates the mind, and 
gives force and ſpirit to its prepoſſeſſions. He had 


retired with an affected dignity of reſentment to the 


abbey of St. Mary in the ſuburbs of Dublin, tak- 
ing no part in the public councils, and declining 
all intercourſe with his conforming brethren. Here, 


Lib. Dub. he received a letter from the deputy, by the hands 


by this application. 
ty, that he had too good reaſon to fear that it 


of his ſuffragan of Meath, reminding him of the 
obedience due to his ſovereign, which Chriſt him- 
ſelf had recommended by his example, and which, 
it was added as an argument equally forcible, the 
biſhops of Rome had not ſcrupled to acknowledge: 


expreſſing a deſire of being the inftrument of re- 


conciling and uniting him with his brethren ; and 


requeſting that for this good purpoſe he ſhould ap- 


point a place of conference; that the order and 
diſcipline of the church of Ireland might be 
amicably adjuſted by the clergy, the only way of 
preventing ſome new and ſtill more violent orders 
of regulation from the throne. _ 
Dowpar was ſtill further flattered and elevated 
He replied with a cold civih- 


would be vain for him to enter into any conference 


with a number of obſtinate churchmen ; or to hope 


that the differences which had occafioned his ſepa- 
ration could be eafily adjuſted ; that they were 
points in which the judgments and conſciences of 
the contending parties were totally oppofite ; how- 
ever that he accepted the friendly offers of the de- 
puty, and ſhould rejoice to ſee him ; but as he had 


lived for ſome time in a courſe of retirement, did 


not think it meet to appear at his lordſhip's palace. 
This provoking ſtatelineſs was overlooked, from a 
defire of reconciling the whole body of the clergy 
to the royal ordinance. It was that the pri- 
mate ſhould be attended by his brethren. The 
conference was opened in the form of a theological 
diſputation, held in the great hall of the abbey, 

m 
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in which Dowdal defended the Romiſh Maſs, and 
Staples, biſhop of Meath was advocate for the re- 
formed mode of worſhip ; an oftentatious method 
of decifion, which had its natural and uſual effect. 
Each party claimed the victory; and each retired 
with ſtill greater acrimony ainft the other. 

In this 1 oppoſition Dowdal perſever- 
ed with the greater eaſe, as it could not ad — him 


obnoxious to any penalty. The royal proclamation 
did not now claim the authority of law even in 


England; and no law had as yet eſtabliſhed the new 


liturgy in Ireland. The court was inſulted without 

a power of vindicating its authority ; and the peo- 
ple ſpirited againft its orders, without any legal op- 
portunity of reſtraining or puniſhing their d 
ſeducer. A puniſhment however was deviſed and 
inflicted upon Dowdal, which muſt appear ridicu- 
2 jous to an _ little affected by conteſts about eccle- 
flaſtical dignity, but which in the times we now 
treat of was grievous and mortifying. 
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Tux quien of precedence between the ſees of® — * * 


Armagh and Dublin had been agitated for many Bib. Trin. 


6 4 ages with the 3 violence. The deciſions of Col. Dub. 


popes and councils had been pleaded by both par- 
ties, and the royal K. England had 
quently interpoſed to allay their acrimony. Whe- 
ther appeals in eecleſiaſtical cauſes ſhould be brought 
from one dioceſe to the other, or where the final 


$ ſentence ſhould be pronounced, ſeemed of leſs mo- 


ment than whether the prelate of Armagh ſhould 
have his croſier brone ere& within the juriſdiction 
of his rival. An oppoſion to this mark of ſuperi- 


ority had been deemeda ſufficient reaſcnfor declin- 


ing his attendance in parliament ; and produced the 
= molt pathetic remonſtrances againſt the injurious 
Violation of his dignity. The decifion, which at 
length ſeemed to reconcile the contending parties, 
was, that _ —_ ſhould be entitled to prima- 
tial dignity, and ere& his eroſier in the Gioceſe of 
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the other: but that, according to the diſtinction 
eſtabliſned in England between the prelates of Can. 
terbury and York, the archbiſhop of Dublin ſhould 
be contented with the title of Primate of Ireland, 
while the archbiſhop of Armagh ſhould be ſtiled, 


with more preciſion, Primate of All ireland. But 


Dowdal had now offended fo grievouſly, and the 
ſervices of Browne had been fo diſtinguiſhed, that 
the old arrangement of this momentous affair was 
entirely reverſed. By the king's patent Armagh 
was deprived of the ſuperior title, which with all 
its powers and privileges was conferred on Browne 
and his ſucceſſors for ever, in the ſee of Dublin, 
Dowdal is faid to have been ſo ſtung with this mor- 
tification, that it determined him to abandon his 
dioceſe. It is equally probable that it ſerved to a- 
waken him to a ſenſe of his danger; that his fears 
interpreted it as the firſt ſtep to further ſeveritie 
from an incenſed court, and that he conſulted his 
ſafety by retiring to the continent. 

Ir plainly appeared by this ſtep, that the primate 
was not poſſeſſed with the determined ſpirit of a 
confeſſor, or that his paſſions did not ſuffer him to 
diſcern the true intereſt of his cauſe. He fled ata 
time when the whole tide of popularity ran vio- 
lently in his favour ; when, by the conduct hitherto 


: e he might perceive that the Engliſh court 


was by no means difpoſed to make a dangerous ex- 
periment of its power in Ireland, by infficting any 
ſeverities on the popiſh clergy ; he deprived his 
friends cf a leader whoſe ſtation commanded reſpect 
and left his opponents to improve the opportunity 
of his retreat. The king was taught to regard it 
as a renunciation of his paſtoral charge, and ap- 
pointed him a ſucceſſor in the fee of Armagh. At 
the fame time John Bale, the violent and acrimo- 
nious impugner of popery, was nominated to the 
ſee of Offory. His rigid and uncomplying ſpirit 


appeared immediately on his conſecration. Lock. 
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wood, dean of Chriſt-Church, propoſed that the 
Roman ritual ſhould be obſerved on this occaſion, 
as the people were difinclined to the reformed li- 
turgy, and the new order of conſecration had not 
been eſtabliſned by a parliament in Ireland. All 
the clergy, and even Goodacre, the new prelate of 
Armagh, ſeemed diſpoſed to acquieſce. But Bale 
* was a determined enemy to all ſuch condeſcenſions. 
He had come with no very exalted idea of the au- 
thority of an Iriſh parliament, but fully poſſeſſed 
with the dignity and power, and confident in the 
e flavour of his royal maſter, who had granted him 
his promotion unſought and unexpected. He ob- 
ſtinately refuſed to be conſecrated according to any 
other but the reformed ritual: and by his firmneſs 
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- ©: prevailed, and even terrified the clergy into a com- 

s # > pliance. He ſaw the wafer or ſtamped cake pre- 

3 © | pared for the communion. He ſuſpended the whole MS. Lib. 
8 office, until it was removed, and common bread Marſh 


> placed on the table. Even the weak among the Pub. 
new reformed were terrified ; and the Romiſh party 
held this ſpirited and turbulent enemy in the utmoſt 
abhorrence. His learning which was ftupendous, 
compared with that of his Iriſh brethern, promiſed 
to do conſiderable ſervice to the cauſe of reforma- 
tion, and even the vehemence of his temper ſeem- 
cd well ſuited to the place and circumſtances of his 
= miſhon. But the truth is, that the buſineſs of a 
religious reformation in Ireland, had hitherto been 
nothing more than the impoſitions of Engliſh go- 
vernment on a prejudiced and bigotted people, 
not ſufficiently obedient to this government, nor 
ſufficiently impreſſed with fear, or reconciled by 
kindneſs. Bale inſulted the prejudices of his flock 
without reſerve or caution. They were provoked; 
and not ſo reſtrained, or awed by the civil power, 
as to diflemble their reſentments. During the ſhort 
period of his reſidence in Ireland, he lived in a con- 
tinual ſtate of fear and perſecution. On his firſt 
preaching 
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Vocatyon preaching of the reformed doErines, his clergy 


E — forſook him, or oppoſed him; and to ſuch violence 


were the populace ſpirited againſt him, that five of 
his domeſtics were ſlain before his face; and his 
own life ſaved only by the „ interpoſition 
of the civil magiſtrate. Theſe outrages are pa- 
thetically related; but we are not informed what 
imprudences provoked them, or what was the in- 
temperate conduct which his adverſaries retorted 
with ſuch ſhocking barbarity. 

Tu apprehenfions of diſorder from religious 

commons and the general attachment of the 
ple to their ancient mode of faith and worſhip, ne- 
ceſſarily induced a cautious and vigilant adminit- 
tration of civil affairs, ſo as to enforce the regula- 
Cuſack's tions lately made. And ſuch was the comparative 
8 tranquillity of the whole country, that the Iriſh 
thumb, ſtateſmen now began to entertain hopes of its com- 


MS. Trin. plete and final ſettlement, if the court of England 


2 
ld 


Col. Dub. could be engaged on this uſeful object, and the 


king's government in Ireland fo ſtrengthened and 
ſupported, as entirely to ſuppreſs the ancient Brehon 
juriſdiction, and extend the benefits of Engliſh law 
through every quarter of the iſland. Urgent repre- 
ſentations were made to the Engliſh minifter of the 
propriety and neceſſity of this meaſure, but with- 
out effect; for the deep intrigues of the duke of 
Northumberland, and the inquietudes which his am- 
bition had occafioned, left no leiſure to purſue a 
deſign which required attention and circumſpection, 
together with a force ſufficient to impreſs a ſtrong 
and general terror of the Engliſh power, in Ire- 


land. For, whatever were the overtures of the 


Iriſh in former ages, when the ſettlements of their 

invaders had ſpread widely through their country, 

yet their ancient pride reviving with their power, 

in the reigns of Edward the ſecond and third, con- 

firmed their attachment to their ancient manners; 

of which they, who cheriſhed the reme 2 
Irit 
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Iriſh grandeur and independence, were at this time 
particularly tenacious, when England was gradu- 


of ages had eſtabliſhed among his countrymen, as 
a fair and juſtifiable cauſe of taking arms. 


the great obſtacle to the Iriſh vicegerent, in his at- 
tempts to preſerve the different inhabitants within 
the bounds of peace and ſubmiſſion. Leinfter had 
indeed been reduced to a tolerable ſtate of tran- 
quillity, by accommodations made with the family 
of Mac-Murchad, by adjuſting the claims of the 
old natives, and aſſigning them lands intermixed 
with Engliſh ſettlements well ſecured and ſtrength- 
ened by caſtles and garriſons. In the Weſtern pro- 
vince, the different branches of the family of De 

Burgo had conſiderably reduced the power of the 
ancient natives, who lived in a continual courſe of 
petty hoſtilities againſt each other; and this great 
family ſeemed now completely reconciled to Engliſh 
government. But on the death of the earl of Clan- 
ricard, his followers, with their old infatuated aver- 
ſion to Engliſh law, proceeded to elec a captain of 
their ſept, under pretence of objecting to the legi- 
timacy of the earl's ſon; while this young lord choſe 
to affert his right of ſucceſſion by force of arms, 
rather than by a tedious and precarious appeal to 
the lord deputy. In like manner; on the death of 
the earl of Thomond, his legal ſueceſſor, the baron 
of Ibracken, was, by the turbulence of his brothers, 
Daniel and Turlogh, and the factious clamours of 
his ſept, compelled to nominate a Tainiſt according 


Engliſh 


ally regaining that extent of influence and domi- 
nA which had gradually been loft. An Iriſh an- Ann. 
naliſt of the preſent period mentions an attempt Poneg. 

to break in on thoſe inftitutions, which a long ſeries MS. 1553 


Axp this inveterate adherence to the manners 
and inſtitutions of former ages, was now become 


ade 


to ancient uſage. Daniel O'Brien was appointed ann. 
to this dignity, and although obliged to relinquiſh Doneg. 
ic for the preſent, by the vigorous interpoſition of MS. 1583 
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Engliſh government, yet he not only waited a fair 
occaſion to aſſert it, by a bloody and ſucceſsful 
war. | 
Bur the principal diſtreſs of Engliſh government 
in this reign, aroſe from the factious diſorders of the 
great northern family of O'Nial. The earl of Tir. 
owen, notwithſtanding the fulneſs of his late ſub. 
miſſion, had been originally poſſeſſed with the mot 
elevated notions of the greatneſs and regal ſplen- 
"* dour of his family. He had once pronounced a 
curſe on thoſe of his poſterity, who ſhould ever con- 
form to the Engliſh manners, or aſſociate with the 
Saxon race, And now all theſe favourite ideas were 
revived, when from his ownreconciliation with Eng- 
liſh government, he returned to an intercourſe with 
his kinſmen and followers. Hisfon Matthew, whom 
he had declared, and who had been accepted as his 
heir, and created baron of Dungannon, was really 
illegitimate : and this unnatural partiality of the fa- 
ther to a child, who had for many years been decm- 
ed the ſon of a Smith, could not but raiſe extraor- 
dinary jealouſy amongſt his legitimate children. 
John, or Shane O'Nial, as he is called, a youth of 
vigour and intrepidity, impatient of the Engliſh. 
power, fitted for the turbulence, and glorying in 
the rude magnificence of Iriſh nobility, ſupported 
by Hugh, another brother of the family, of fimilar 
character, laboured to alienate their father from the 
baron, and from the government which had coun- 
tenanced his ſhameful partiality to a baſtard fon ; 
reproached him with his degenerate ſubmiſſions to 
the crown of England ; and exhorted him to re- 
ſume the ancient dignity and independence of his 
houſe. The earl was but too ſuſceptible of ſuch im- 
2 and readily ſacrificed the intereſt of his 
avourite to hopes of ſhaking off the trammels of 
allegiance, and recovering the ancient conſequence 
of O'Nial. Some attempts made againſt Matthew 
with the contrivance of the earl, raiſed conſiderable 
commotion, 
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commotion, and obliged this lord to alarm the de- 
puty with his own danger, the practices of John 
and Hugh, the ſuſpicious conduct of his father, 
and his diſpoſitions to a revolt. The earl and his Oufack's 
counteſs, a principal agent in ſeducing him from his Lett. to 
aulegiance, were ſuddenly ſecured, and at firſt kept D. of Nor- 
in a ſtate of honourable reftraint within the Engliſhchumb. 
pale; but on ſome further rumours of their diſloy- 
al purpoſes, committed to cloſe durance in the houſe 
of a magiſtrate of Dublin. 
jon affected the utmoſt reſentment ; collected 
his followers, was aſſiſted by ſome neighbouring Ware. 
chieftains, and declared war againſt Matthew, to 
WB whoſe practices he imputed the indignity offered to 
his parents. The baron relied for affiſtance on the 
lord deputy : the lord deputy, depending on the 
powers commanded by the baron, haſtened to join , _ 
him with ſome new raiſed levies. John and his par-Doncę. 
tizans were reinforced by a body of Scots, who had Ms. 
made a deſcent on Ulſter, and were ready to en- 
gage in the ſervice of any chieftain, who could ſup- 
ply their wants. He ſuddenly attacked the enemy, Cuſack's 
defeated and purſued them with conſiderable ſlaugh-Lett. 
ter; and, encouraged by this ſucceſs, plundered 
bis father's manſion, ravaged his whole territory, 

and ſpread deſolation through a diſtrict the faireſt 
and moſt flouriſhing of the whole iſland, more than 
fixty miles in length, and forty broad. Repeated 
attempts were made by Sir James Crofts to reduce 
him, which, by the vigilance and activity of the 
revolted brothers, ended in diſgrace and diſappoint- 
ment. And the flame of war thus kindled in Tirowen, 
though it ſubſided at certain intervals, yet, was 
not for many years totally extinguiſhed. Nor was 
the turbulence of this ambitious family repreſſed, 
until it had operated eſſentially upon the affairs of 
treland. 
Is the mean time, the death of Edward the fixth 
had its principal effect in the eccleſiaſtical ſyſtem; 

and 


Rot. Can. been forced to comply with the weak and precipi. 
H. An. tate meaſures of the duke of Northumberland, 
1 Mar. and tranſmitted an order for proclaiming the lady 


Rot. Can. 
H. x Mar 
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and at once confounded all the weak efforts Which 
had hitherto been made to introduce the Reforma. 
tion into Ireland. The council in England had 


Jane in Ireland. But this was quickly followed by 
a letter expreſſing their concern at having thus born: 
with the time, declaring that their ſovereign lady 
queen Mary had been proclaimed in London, and 
directing that like proclamation ſhould be made to 
all her loving ſubjects of Ireland. The offices of 
ſtate were confirmed in their ſeveral departments; 
particular grants and favours were conferred on ſe- 
veral perſons who pleaded their ſervices or ſuffer. 
ings : of which number, George Dowdal was re- 
ſtored to the dignity and office of primate of a. 
Ireland, and inveſted with the priory of Athirdee, 
in conſideration of the ſpoil made in his archbiſhop- 
ric during his abſence. With the ſame appearance 
of clemency which had been ſhewn in England on 
the coronation of Mary, a general pardon was grant- 
ed to all her ſubjects of Ireland. No violent changes 
were as yet attempted in the religious eſtabliſhment. 
A licence only was publiſhed as in England, for 
the celebration of Maſs, without penalty or com- 
pulſion; and among the royal titles, that of ſu- 
preme head, on earth, of the church of Ireland, 
ſtill continued to be inſerted in the acts of ſtate. 
Amon the graces extended by Mary to her ſub- 
jects of Ireland in the firſt year of her reign (though 
not immediately on her acceſſion) we may reckon 
the complete reſtoration of the noble family of 
Kildare. The young lord Gerald who had eſca 
the vengeance of Henry the eighth, returned to 
England during the reign of Edward, where his 
graceful perſon and refined manners captivated the 
daughter of Sir Anthony Browne, knight of the 
Garter. By marrying this lady he formed an — 
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reſt which ſoon gained him the royal favour. He 


1 was knighted, and reſtored to a conſiderable part 


of the poſſeſſions of his family. To theſe Mary 
now added the honours of his anceſtry : and ſoon ware. 
after veſted him with all the eſtates forfeited by the 
attainder of his father. . He returned to his native 
country, with the young earl of Ormond and a ſon 


4% 


N of the baron of Upper-Oſſory, both educated at 
the court of England together with the king, both 


diſtinguiſhed by their military ſervices, and the lat- 
ter an eſpecial favourite of young Edward. About 


N the ſame time Charles Kevanagh, as he was called, pat. 1. 


head of the great Leinſter family of Mac-Murchad, Mar. Rot. 


uss created a peer of the realm by the title of ba-©*- H. 
ron Balyan : but till with an attention to the old 


Iriſh manners, was by the ſame patent, nominated Pon 


captain of his ſept or nation; ſo that, while he him- Ms. 


: ſelf was made a lord of parliament, ſtill he was to 


exerciſe the ancient juriſdiction over all his follow- 


ers. Among other inſtances of royal grace, a 
daughter of O Connor, chieftain of O' Fally (who 


had been ſo long impriſoned) by cultivating the 


nexions at the court of England, was enabled to 
procure her father's liberty. His return to Ireland 
naturally alarmed the jealouſy of thoſe who had 
received grants of his demeſnes. They induſtri- 
ouſly poſſeſſed the deputy with dreadful apprehen- 
fions of his turbulence and diſaffection; and obliged 
him to renew his ſubmiſſion, and to give up his 
ſon an hoſtage for his peaceable and dutiful beha- 
viour. 

Mazy was the readier to grant ſuch eonciliating 
marks of favour, as ſhe judged of the diſpoſitions 


| Of her Iriſh ſubjects by what ſhe obſerved in Eng- 


land; and apprehended the ſame difficulties in her 

gn of reſtoring the antient religion, in a coun- 

try that had ſcarcely known any other, which ſhe 

experienced among a people, of whom numbers 
Were 
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were averſe from it, even to a high degree of fana- 
ticiſm. Sir Anthony Saintleger who had been en- 
truſted with the government of Ireland, when the 
new regulations of divine worſhip were to be eſta- 
bliſhed, in the reign of Edward, was again made 
the deputy under whoſe auſpices they were to be 
aboliſhed. The return of Dowdal was a ſignal to 
the reformed clergy of the approaching ſtorm. Bale 
of Offory, the bitter enemy to popery, and Caſey 
of Limerick fled in diſmay : others were more 
conftant, or leſs alarmed. The general pardon 
ted on the coronation of the queen, in effect 
ſecured them from very ſevere animadverſions on 
their former conduct; but many of them, on re- 
nouncing the authority of Rome, had uſed the li- 
berty which the laws of God and man allowed, and 
by taking wives were become obnoxious to the po- 
piſh canons. Dowdal received a commiſſion to en- 
quire into this offence, and in conjunction with one 
Walſh already nominated to thee ſee of Meath, to 
deprive the married clergy. Staples was firſt re- 
moved to make way for his judge. Browne of 
Dublin, whoſe former zeal and authority had now 
rendered him totally unpardonable, Lancafter of 
Kildare, and Traverſe of Leighlin, were ſucceſſively 
ejected; and their ſees filled with eccleſiaſtics de- 
voted to the Romiſh communion. Several of the 
inferior clergy were treated with like ſeverity: and 
Dowdal in his fynods outran the zeal of govern- BW 
ment, and already proceeded to re-eſtabliſh the 
whole popiſh ſyſtem. 5 | 
Bur as all further ordinances with reſpect to re- 

| ligion were as yet ſuſpended by the Engliſh miniſ- 
try, Saintleger and his ſucceſſor Fitz-Walter earl of 
Suſſex, were left at leiſure to repreſs the diſorders 
perpetually arifing in different quarters of the iſland. 
The old Iriſh inhabitants of Leix and O Fally 
could not patiently reſign their claims and poſſeſ- 
ſions to the new ſettlers. They were ever 3 
dei 
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their friends and followers to reſiſt what they deem- 

ed an injurious uſurpation of their lands; and thus 

brought down the vengeance of government upon 

their own heads. Numbers of them were cut off 

in the field, or executed by martial law: and the 

E whole race would have been thus utterly extirpated, 

had not the earls of Kildare and Ormond interceded 

vuith the queen, and become ſureties for the peace- 

able behaviour of ſome ſurvivors. Theſe young 

lords, on their return to Ireland, found ſufficient 

employment for-their valour and activity. Ormond 

BE was diſpatched to repreſs the infolences of Daniel 

| O'Brien in Thomond; Kildare was commiſſioned 

to engage in the local quarrels of Ulfter, and to 
aſſiſt John O'Nial (who was received on his ſub- Ware. 

& miſſion into the protection of government) againſt 

W ſome of his turbulent kinſmen. A powerful body of Ann. 

W Scottiſh iſlanders, invited into Ulſter by the chiet- — 

tain of Tirconnel, joined thoſe who had already © 

ſettled in this part of Ireland, and were followed 

by others of their roving countrymen; ſwarmed 

cover the North, were ready to engage in the ſervice 

of any Iriſh leader, who wiſhed to oppreſs his neigh- 

bours, or gratify his revenge; pierced into Con- 

naught, and every where fomented local quarrels. 

Theſe adventurers at length became fo peſtilent, 

that the lord deputy, Suſſex, was obliged to march 

out againſt them; and fo powerful, that they ven- 

© tured to engage the royal army. They were eaſily 

= defeated, but not exterminated; for Suſſex was ſoon 

diverted from a war in which little honour could be 

acquired, by affairs of greater moment. 


5 Manx had concluded her treaty of marriage with 
Philip of Spain; confirmed her [ the 
1 ſuppreſſion of Wyat's rebellion, received her huſ- 
» band, admitted cardinal Pole into England in the 


character of legate, to reconcile her kingdom to 
the holy ſee; and aſſembled her parliaments in 
w which this reconciliation was completed. The 
| IC flames 
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unity of the holy church. 
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flames of perſecution were already kindled, and 
razed with inferna! violence in England; when the 


court found leiſure to extend its charitable cares to 


Ireland, and in this realm alſo to tear up every root 
of hereſy, Suſſe c was directed to convene a parlia. 
ment, to which tie great huſineſs of re- eſtabliſſin 

the antie n: faith and worſhip was committed. The 
lords and conmons alſembled on the firſt day of 
June in che year 1556. The deputy who had re. 
ceived a bull fromm Hole, conveyed it to the chan. 
cellor to be read in full parliament. It recited the 
fatal ſeparation of Ireland from the ſee of Rome, 
the effect of fear rather than free-will; and the 
readineſs with which the whole iſland had been turn. 
ed to its obedience to the ſovereign pontiff, on the 
acceſſion of Mary, that immaculate princeſs, who 


had with ſuch firmneſs and conftancy preſerved her. 


ſelf pure from the foulneſs of hereſy. It pronounc- 
ed a plenary abſolution on all the inhabitants from 
this their offence; ratifying, at the ſame time, all 
diſpoſitions of Henefices, confirming marriages, Cit- 
penſations, and other eccleſiaſtical proceedings, Cur- 
ing the late ſchiſm; ſccuring the poſſeſſion of church 
lands to thoſe who had been inveſted with them, 
but not without a gentle admonition to beware ci 
ſacrilege, and to reſtore at leaſt what might be ne- 
ceſſary for the maintenance of parſonages and vi- 
carages; and enjoining the parliament to abrogate 
all laws enacted againſt the ſupremacy of Rome. 
The bull was read aloud by the chancellor kneeling 
on his knees; and received by the whole aſſembly 


of lords and commons in the ſame humble poſture, 


in token of reverence and contrition. They ad- 


journed to the cathedral, where Te Deum was {0- 


lemnly chaunted, and public thankſgiving offered 
up in all the moſt affecting forms of worſhip, for 
the preſert happy reſtoration of the realm to the 


AFTER 
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g rections of the Engliſh miniſtry. They began with 


N in lawful matrimony, and repealing all ſentences of; & 4 
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Ar rn this devout preparation, which, as it ex- 
reſſed their own zeal in a manner highly flattering 
to the court, at the ſame time ſerved to ſtrike the 
people with a lively abborrence of all late innova- 
tions, the parliament proceeded to execute the di- 


declaring that the queen's majeſty had been born Ir. Stat. 


divorce, and all acts paſſed in the reign of Henry, . * 

whereby the ſucceſſion to the crown was eſtabliſhed . 

to the prejudice of Mary. They declared the re- 

gal power of Ireland to be veſted in her as fully 

as in any of her moſt noble progenitors. They adopt 

the proceedings of the Engliſh parliament for aſ- 

certaining ſuch offences againſt the king and queen, ibiq. 

as ſhall be deemed treafon, and for the govern-cap. 3. 4, 

ment and adminiftration of the realm by their iſſue. &c. 

Ilence they proceed to revive all ſtatutes made in 

Ireland for the puniſhment and ſuppreſſion of here- 

ſy : they folemnly ratify and eftabliſh all the pro- 

viſions of the bull tranſmitted by the legate Pole, 

repealing all acts made againſt the holy ſee, ſince 

the twentieth year of Henry the eighth, re-eſta- 

bliſhing the juriſdiction of the pope, diſcharging 

the payment of firſt-fruits to the crown, and re- 

ſtoring to the church the rectories, glebes, and other 

emoluments veſted in the crown fince the twenty- 

eighth year of Henry the eighth, ſo as to reſerve 

only the lands granted to the laity, which no zeal 

for religion could induce them to reſign, and which 

it was deemed highly dangerous to wreſt from them 

in either of the kingdoms. | 

Bzs1Ds the acts paſſed in this parliament for the Ir. Stat. 

regulation of eccleſiaſtical affairs, others were or-3 & 4 

dained for the civil government of the realm. The g. ay" 

uſual ſubſidy, and for the uſual term, was granted * * * 

to the queen, for the eſpecial purpoſe, as the act 

expreſſes, of enabling her to expel the Scottiſh 

iſlanders; whoſe numbers were ſo conſiderable, and Ibid. c. 13. 

their outrages ſo dangerous, that it was declared to 
* = 2D 
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be high-treaſon to invite them into Ireland, or to 
entertain them; and felony to intermarry with the 
without licence from the lord deputy. For the bet. 
ter diſpoſition of the diſtricts of Leix and O Fally, 
which were conſidered as countries recovered from 
the rebellious Iriſh inhabitants, lord Suſſex was em. 
powered to grant eftates or leaſes in them, at his 
pleaſure, with reſervation of ſuch rents as he ſhould 
deem expedient. By another act, theſe and the 
adjacent diſtricts were for ever veſted in the crown, 
and converted into ſhire-land. Leix was denomi- 
nated the Queen's county, and its principal fort was 
ſtiled Maryburgh : with a like compliment to the 
royal conſort, Of Fally was called the king's county, 
and its fort named Phillips-town. With an appear- 
ance of ftill greater vigour and autaority, the chan- 
cellor was empowered, on the prorogation or diſſo- 
lution of the parliament, to direct a commiſſion 
under the great ſeal for viewing all the towns, vil- 
lages, and waſte grounds of the kingdom, and re- 
_ ducing them to counties, ſhires, and hundreds: a 
wer which could not be at this time effectually 
and extenſively executed, and which was granted 
with ſuch caution and diffidence in the event, that 
the crown was empowered at any time within ſeven 
years, to ſuſpend or revoke the commiſſion with all 
its proceedings. 5 
Bur the law of this parliament which muſt at 
this day be deemed of greateſt conſequence, and 
which muſt hereafter be more particularly confider- 
ed, was that for explanation of the famous act of 
Poynings. An interval of thirteen years had e- 
lapſed, in which no parliament had been held in 
Ireland, a period more than ſufficient to render the 
uſage of holding ſuch aſſemblies, and enacting laws, 
doubtful and obſcure, to a people never ſtrictly at- 
tentive to the proceedings of their legiſlature, had 
this uſage been ever ſo regular, uniform, and in- 
variable. | 
As 


ö 
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As the kingdom became leſs diſordered, and the 
Engliſh power encreaſed in Ireland, the parliament 
became of proportionably greater conſequence, and 
men were more at leiſure to diſcuſs the rights of the 
crown, and thoſe of the legiſlature. And they who 
zroved on that fide which appeared leaft favourable 
2 prerogative, were poſſibly not ſo much embar- 
aſied and intimidated in the reign of a woman, as 
n that of Henry, whoſe authority was enormous, 
nd his rigour terrible. To put an end to conteſt 
nd debate, the preſent parliament formally defined 


he intent and meaning of Poyning's law. It was 


jolden in Ireland, until the chief governors and 
ouncil ſhould certify to the throne the cauſes and 


udged meet to be enacted : that when theſe were 
pproved, and returned under the great ſeal of Eng- 
and, a parliament ſhould be ſummoned for the pur- 


much as events might happen during the time of 
parliament, neceſſary to be provided for, the chief 
overnors and council were empowered and direct- 
d to certify ſuch other cauſes and proviſions, after 
e ſummons and meeting of parliament, as they 
hall further, then, think good to be enacted: which 
nd no others, ſhall be paſſed, in every ſuch par- 
ment, if agreed to by the three eſtates. At the 
ime 1t was provided that all the parliaments, and 
the acts paſſed fince the tenth year of Henry the 
erenth, ſhould remain in the ſame force as if this 
had not been made; and that nothing therein 
tained, ſhbuld extend to the defeating of any 
proviſos made in the preſent ſeſſion. Such was the 
RN which finally determined the uſage of holding 
parliaments and enacting laws in Ireland, and by 
ich the proceedings w its legiſlature are at this 

P 3 ANOTHER 


ated that no parliament ſhould be ſummoned or 


onfiderations, and ſuch acts and ordinances as they 


joſe of paſſing ſuch acts, and no other. But for- 
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AxoTutR act of this parliament, though of ; 
private nature, yet ſhould not be entirely unnoticed, 
as it affords an inſtance of the meanneſs of eccleſi. 
aſtical rancour. The ſucceſſor to George Browne 
in the ſee of Dublin, preſented a petition to the 
parliament, complaining of devaſtations made in 
the archiepiſcopal rights, during the late ſchiſm, 
His application was favcurably received: it was 
enacted that all conveyances made of the lands and 
poſſeſſions belonging to the ſee, by Browne, with. 
out a royal licence, all demiſes of any parcel of the 
archbithoprick, to his own uſe, or to that of any 


baſtard of his, ſhould be utterly void. The ſpirit 


of popiſh zeal, which glutted all its vengeance in 


England, was, in Ireland thus happily confined to 
reverſing the acts of an obnoxious prelate, and ſtig- 
matizing his offspring with an opprobrious name. 
Thoſe aſſertors of the Reformation who had not 


fled from this kingdom, were by the lenity of Iriſh 


government ſuffered to ſink into obſcurity and ne- 
glect. No warm adverſaries of popery ſtood forth 
to provoke the ſeverity of perſecution: the whole 
nation {ſeemed to have relapſed into the ſtupid com- 
poſure of ignorance and ſuperſtition, from which 
it had been fcarcely awakened. And as it thus 


_ eſcaped the effects of Mary's diabolical rancour, 


Ware. 


tation“. 


ſeveral Engliſh families, friends to the Reformation, 
fled into Ireland, and there enjoyed their opinions 
and worſhip, in privacy, without notice or molcl- 


Tus 


A popular ſtory however prevailed in the opus 
reigns, for which primate Uſher, and the earl of Cork are 
2 as the principal authorities. It was ſaid, that Cale, 
ean of St. Paul's, was ſent into Ireland with a commiſſion 
to the ſtate, for proceeding againſt heretics with the utmoſt 
ſeverity : that at Cheſter he ſhewed this commiſſion wit! 
great exultation, in the preſence of his hoſteſs. The 
woman, who it ſeems was allied to ſome proteſtants who has 
retired to Dublin, we are aſſured, was artful enough to ſteal 
the commiiion ſrom the box in which it had been depoſited- 
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parliament, afforded the chief governor various op- 
portunities of repreſſing and intimidating the diſ- 


life, and with an extravagance of family pride, af- 


| place. He retire: in confuſion: and the death of Marv pre- 


Ch. 8. = A RF; 221 


Tu intervals between the ſeveral ſeſſions of this 


NR ˙— — 
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turbers of the public peace, by petty expeditions into 


ſary to treat, and to accept the ſub:aifiions of ſome 
of the leſs turbulent among them. Theſe enemies 
ſerved to divert his attention from the great Iriſh 
chieftains of the North, and gave them an oppor- 
tunity of relapſing into their ancient manners, 
without reſtraint. John O'Nial of Lirowen con- 
tinued his petty hoſtilities with the baron of Dun- 
gannon, until this unhappy lord had fallen by the 
hands of ſome of thoſe barbarous followers retain- 
ed by his brother. On the death of the old earl 
his father, which the afflicting diſorders of his fa- 
mily had haſtened, he openly aſſumed the leading 
of his powerful ſept, in defiance of the pretenſions 
of Matthew's iſſue; and contenting himſelf with 
declining any direct hoſtilities againſt Engliſh go- 
vernment, aſſerted his ſuperiority over all the neigh- 
bouring clans with an imperious and rigorous ſeve- 
rity, By a rude and boifterious valour he gained the 
eſteem of his followers, who collected in great num- 
bers round a chieftain, who indulged, and by his e::- 
ample encouraged them in e riot, and led- 


neſs, poſſeſſed with all the groſs vices of barbarous 


23 
oy a 


different quarters of the iſland. Jo ſecure the } 
new ſettlements in Leinſ:.c, he purſued the remains U. 

of thoſe Iriſh ſepts, that hai been ejected, with a 17 
ſeverity of execution which the Iriſh annaliſts relate 1 N 
with horror. He marched againit ti: Scots in Ul- Ann. ö 9 
ſter, and laid waſte their haunts, but inſtæad of ex- Poneg. | | + 
terminating theſe dangerous rovers, fo, id it neceſ- _ | M | | 
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Cole proceeded on his voyage; appeared before the Irifh 
council; explained the queen's intentions; but, inſtead of 


his commiſſion, preſented a pack of cards ſubtiituted in its 


vented the renewal of his commillion, 


HISTORY OF IRELAND. B. In. 


fecting as it were a patriotic abhorrence of Engliſh 
refinement. The Iriſh annaliſts record an expedi. 
tion of this brutal leader, more circumſtantially 
than uſual ; and the reader may not poſſibly be dif. 
pleaſed to have their narrative laid before him, as 
it gives us a picture of the manners of their coun. 
trymen, at this period, as well as a ſpecimen of 
their native hiſtory. . 
DomesrTic diſſention had for ſome time raged in 
the leading family of Tirconnel. The chieftain of 
this diſtrict, worn out with age, and oppreſſed by 
the unnatural cruelty of his fon Calvagh, who had 
detained him two years in priſon, could but ill ſup- 
port the honours of his family, or the indepen- 
dence of his tribe. Hugh, his other ſon, to re- 
venge theſe quarrels which had raged between the 
brothers, fled with his partizans to O'Nial, preſſed 
him to ſeize the favourable moment of forcing Tir- 
connel to ſubmit to his ſuperior authority, and of- 
tered to aſſiſt him in the invaſion of his own coun- 
try, and the deſtruction of his own family. John 
was readily perſuaded to an expedition ſo ſuited to 
his paſtions ; ſummoned his vaſſals and auxiliaries, 
ſo as to exhauſt all Tirowen, and the whole adjoin- 
ing tract of Argial of their military inhabitants; and, 
entering Tirconnel, pitched his camp between two 
rivers, diſplaying his great force, and denouncing 
vengeance againſt all his oppoſers. The firſt alarm 
of this invaſion determined the inhabitants of Tir- 
connel to ſecrete their valuable effects, and drive 
their flocks and herds into the more inacceſſible 
quarters of their country; a precaution which the 
hottile chieftain affected to treat with contempt and 
ſcorn, © Let them drive our prey into the midſt 
of Leinſter, or let them hide it in the South,” 
cried O'Nial. © We ſhall purſue it to the remoteſt 
quarter of the iſland. No power ſhall protect our 
enemies; or ſtop the progreſs of the prince and 


&* ſovereign of Ulſter.“ 


Calvach, 
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CaLvacn, on whom the defence of his country 


| had devolved, found his forces utterly unequal to 
a conteſt with this arrogant invader ; and as the 


common danger had reconciled the father and the 


| ſon, he conſulted the old chieftain, on the conduct 
he was to purſue, and the meaſures to be taken in 
this dangerous emergency. © Do not,” ſaid the 
| father, © attempt with our inferior numbers to 
| «© meet the enemy in the field. O' Nial is advanc- 
ing on us, and in this new fituation his camp 
| © bears a formidable aſpect; but what though it 
| © be provided with ftores of every kind; what 
= © though every neceſſary and every luxury is 
| © brought thither and expoſed to ſale, as in a re- 


% cular market, yet the ſtate and magnificence of 
* the enemy may be greater than his precaution; 


attack his camp by night; one ſudden and vi- 


* gorous effort may diſperſe our enemies at once.” 
Taz advice was applauded; and twogallant youths 


entering the camp at cloſe of day, in order to ſpy 
out the circumſtances and fituation of the enemy. 
They paſſed his guards, mixed with his tumultu- 
ous ſoldiers, traverſed the camp, and made all their 


| obſervations unheeded. An unuſual blaze of large 


tapers directed them to the general's pavilion, where 


John O'Nial lay ſurrounded by his body-guards, 


ax, and as many mercenary Scots, armed with their 
broad cutting ſwords and targets. And ſo little 
were the youths ſuſpected, that when ſupper was 


partake of their repaſt. To accept this invitation 
Vas to form a friendſhip with theſe men not to be 
violated ; which ſnould prevent them from giving 
any intelligence, or, if diſcovered, would have 
rendered their intelligence ſuſpected. They there- 
fore declined the courteſy ; and flying to their com- 


Panions, related what they had ſeen and heard, 
and 


freely offered to undertake the dangerous office of 


conſiſting of ſixty Iriſh vaſſals, bearing the battle- 


brought to theſe guards, they invited them to 
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and enfiamed them with impatience to ſurprize the 
the enemy. Even the old O'Donnel mounted his 
horſe, and offered to lead his countrymen to the 
attack ; they were fermed by Calva;n into one 
compacted body, and under the conduct of their 
ſpies, burſt into the camp at midnight, bearing 
down their oppoſers, and {ſpreading terror and con- 
fuſion. John O'Nial, to whoſe tent the enemy was 
preſſing for ward with dreadful ſlaughter, ſtarted at 
the tumult, found himtelf abandoned by his guards, 
and fled precipijately : two youths only accompa- 
nied him, ſons of the revolted Hugh O'Donnel, 
and by ſwimming over rivers, and traverſing un- 
known ways, with difficulty gained a place of ſafe- 
ty. The whole army of Tirowen diſperſed, and 
left the victors to enjoy the plunder of the camp. 
Such is the account of this local war, in which 
the Engliſh government had not ſufficient power or 
authority to interpoſe. Suffex had been recalled 
for ſome time into Eng land; and Sir Henry Syd- 
ney, who adminiſtred the government in his ab- 
ſence, firſt in conjunction with the archbiſhop of 
Dublin, and afterward ſingly, found ſufficient em- 
ployment in regulating the pale. The clergy held 
their ſynods, and formed their conſtitutions for the 
complete eſtabliſhment of the old rites and cere- 
monies. The ornaments of ſeveral of their church- 
es which had been conveyed away, were recovered 
and replaced. The priory of Kilmainham, was in 
exception to the general regulation of eccleſiaſtical 
affzirs, reſtored to the church; and ſeveral Iriſh 
chieftains of inferior note were reconciled to a go- 
vernment ſo zealouſly attached to the Romiſh com- 
munion, and conſented to ſwear allegiance. Suſſex, 
on his return, was called into Thomond, to repreſs 
the violences of Daniel O'Brien. In the conteſts 
which he had raiſed in ſupport of his own pre-emi- 
rence, his brother, the baron of Ibracken, had 
been killed; and a vigorous interpoſition of the lord 
| | deputy 
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deputy was required to prevent his diſpoſſeſſing 
the ſon of this baron, and ſeizing the ſovereignty 
of Thomond. The ſudden appearance of lord 
Suſſex diſperſed his rude followers, and terrified 
and reftrained him for a time. His nephew was 
declared earl of Thomond, and inveſted with the 
lands annexed to this title. He conſented to hold Journalof 
them as an Engliſh ſubje&, ſwore allegiance to the E. Suſſex. 


king and queen, together with ali his ſrecholders, in MS. Trin. 
p 7 Col, Dub. — 427 
the moſt ſolemn form, and renounced the name of Ann. bit 


the O'Brien, to the utter mortification of his Iriſh Doneg. 
adherents. © He accepted the title of earl,” ſay MSS. 
their annaliſts, but gave up the dignity of Dal- 
e cais, to the aftoniſhment and indignation of all 
* the deſcendants of Heber, Heremon, and Ith.” 
Taz Scottiſh adventurers, in the mean time, as 
the decifion of the war in Tirconnel left them no 
military employment in Ulſter, entered into the 
ſervice of ſome turbulent chieftains of the Weſt; 
but, before they could raiſe any conſiderable diſor- 
ders, were ſuddenly attacked by the earl of Clan- 
ricarde, who defeated and purſued theſe peſtilent 
invaders, to the almoſt total deſtruction of their 
body; and Suſſex, on his return from Munſter, 
was enabled to revenge their outrages by a deſcent 
upon the Scotriih iſles, | 
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BOOK Iv. 
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Acceſſion of Elizabeth to the throne. —Suſſex chief go- 
vernor. Sale of Ireland at this period. —-Sir 
Henry Fydney's motions againſt Tom O' Nial — Ar- 
tifice of this chieftain.—T keir conference.--O*NiaPs 
acute defence of his conadutt.—Scheme for re-eſta- 
bliſhing the Reformation.—Triſh parliament of the 
ſecond year of queen Elizabeth. Lemper of this 
aſſem . Its laws, — How received by the people. — 
Alarming ſpirit of the Romiſp party. —New ex- 
ceſſes of Fobu O*'Nial —His inſolence and caprice. 
— Suſſex marches againſt him.—-T heir accomoda- 
tion,—O'Nial ſtvears allegiance — Attenas the chief 
governor to Dublin. — Repairs to the court cf Eli- 
zabetb. — His appearance and retinue.— He is re- 
conciled to the queen. —- Aﬀetts an extraordinary 
zeal for ber ſervice.— His conduct ſtill ſuſpicious — 
Suſſex defends the pale againſt him. — Sir Henry 
Sydney chief governor —Garriſ:n of Derry offen- 
ve to O'.Nial.— His obſervation on the promotion 
of Mac- Arthy.—He provokes the hoſtilities of the 
Engliſb.— He propoſes a conference with the lord 
deputy.—Refuſes to attend. —His cpen rupture with 
Engliſh government, and the occaſion of it —tis 
irruptions.— His practices in Ireland, and in foreign 
countries. — Ile endeavours to cmuſe the lord de- 
puty.—Wije meaſures of Sydney for reducing Joby 
O'Nial. — Diſtreſſes of this chieftcin.—He is dif- 
appointed and deſerted — Reſerves to ſubmit, —is 
diſſuaded — Applies to the Scois.--His tragical death. 
—Syarey's regulations of Tirowen.—-Etzebeth's 
fears and ſuſpicions.— Character of the earl of Def- 
mond.—His feuds with the houſe of Ormond, —His 
_ ſpirited obſervation when wounded and made pri- 


foner, — 
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ſoner. —Sydney ſuſpefted of partiality to this lord. 
—Seizes and conveys him to Dublin. — Deſmond 
and cther lords attend Sydney to the court of Eli- 
2:abeth.—T he ear! and his brother committed to the 

 Tawer,—Diſorders occafioned by the abſence of Syd- 
ney,—He returns,-—Convenes a parliument.— Tem- 
per of the houſe of Commons. —Clamours and diſ- 
contents, —Atts of this aſſemuty. 

E are now arrived at a period of this hiſ- A. D. 

VV tory, when the circumſtances of England, 1558. 

and the complicated dangers of the reigning prin- 

E ceſs, demanded an extraordinary attention to the 

E intereſts of the crown in Ireland; when a ſeries of 

E commotions in this country added to the anxieties 

of her reign, and engaged her in a perpetual con- 

© teſt with faction, inſurrection, and foreign invaſion, 

till a general rebellion, at length happily ſubdued, 

& ſerved to confirm the authority of Engliſh govern- 

ment, broke the turbulent ſpirits of its enemies to 

= obedience, and laid a fair foundation for the peace- 

able and rational ſettlement of the whole iſland. Camden. 

O the acceſſion of Elizabeth, the earl of Suſ- 

ſex was conſidered as a meritorious governor, who 

& with a ſmall force, had retained Ireland in peace 

aud regularity. But whatever might have been the 

comparative quiet of this country, yet none of its 

= provinces were at this time free from diſorders. In 

E Munſter, Mac-Arthy indeed lived peaceable and Hooker. 

well difpoſed to Engliſh government; but Daniel = 

& O'Brien was inceſſant in his attempts againſt the 

earl of Thomond, and raiſed perpetual brawls in 

| ſupport of his pretenſions to the chieftainry of 

North-Munſter; while the earls of Deſmond and 

| Ormond lived in a tate of rivalſhip and enmity 
dangerous to the public peace. The Weſtern pro- 
vince had been for ſome time miſerably harraſſed 
by the feuds ſubſiſting between the earl of Clan- 
carde, and that ſept of the de Burgos, n 
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the Iriſh Mac-William Oughter. In Leinſter, the 
ſurvivors of the old families of Leix and O'Fally, 
harboured an implacable reſentment for the ſeve. 
rities they had endured. They conſidered then. 
ſelves as ejected from the poſſeſſions of their an- 
ceſtors, by an iniquitous ſcheme of fraud and trez. 
chery, ſupported by violence and cruelty ;* and 
provoked but, not intimidated by the death of ſuch 
numbers of their kinſmen, they watched every fa. 
vourable occaſion of ruſhing from their ſecret haunts 
and aſſailing thoſe new inhabitants to whom their 
lands were diſtributed; retiring at the appearance 
of danger, and waiting in their inacceſſible woods 
and mountains, to repeat their inroads. 
TE Northern province afforded a proſpect ſtill 
more alarming. John O'Nial had recovered from 
his confuſion, and collected his followers who had 
fled fo precipitately from Tirconnel. He was the 
acknowledged chieftain of his extenſive diſtrict; 
he claimed the ſovereignty of all Ulſter ; and recom- 
mended himſelf to the favour of his people, by 
affecting the moſt exalted ideas of the ancient gran- 
deur of his country. He had indeed profeſſed 
eable intentions towards the crown of England, 
and been formally received into the protection of 
the lord deputy ; but his aſſuming the chieftainry 
of 


However we may ſuſpect the partiality of the Iriſh anna- 
| lifts, in their accounts of the treatment of thoſe people, yet 

there is a paſſage in a letter of primate Dowdal, on the ſtate 
of Ireland, written in the laſt year of Mary, and extant among 
the MSS. of Trinity College, Dublin, which however cauti- 
_ ouſly expreſſed, yet ſeems to inſinuate that theſe families of 
O' Moore and O'Connor had received hard meaſure. He ad- 
viſes that they be reſtored to grace, and inveſted with ſome 
part of their old territory. Bat, peradventure,”” ſaith he, 
* ſome men will reckon this way to be not for the queen's 
© honour, to mike peace with that people that hath ſo many 
« times digreſſed from their promiſe, and orders taken with 
„them, as it is ſaid. And whether it be ſo or not, I do not 
„ know it. But admit it be, men muſt conſider the rudene!s 
«© of ſuch people, and — the occaſian 490 of their war, &c. 
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of Tirowen was in effect a defiance of the govern- 
ment which had created his father a peer of the 
realm, veſted him with his lands to be held by Eng- 
liſh tenure, and decided the ſucceſſion in favour of 
Matthew and his iſſue. His turbulence and arro- 
gance had been repreſented in ſuch alarming co- 
jours to Sir Henry Sydney, who adminiſtered the 
government in the abſence of Suſſex, that, by the 
advice of his council, he marched northwards, to 
terrify this chieftain. From Dundalk, he ſummon- 
ed him to appear, to explain his conduct, and give 
aſſurances of his loyalty. O'Nial is repreſented as 

a man abandoned to brutal excefles, indulging in 
ſottiſh ebrietv, and burying himſelf in earth, to cor- 
re& the intemperature of his hody. But whatever Hooker. 
was the rudeneſs of his manners, he was cautious, 
circumſpe&, and acute. The attachment of his 
followers, he knew, depended on the opinion of 

his power and dignity : and, according to their 

ideas, to attend Sydney in his quarters, were in ef- 

fect an abject ſubmiſſion, and acknowledgment of 

his ſuperiority. His pride and policy therefore de- 
termined him to evade this ſummons ; and, at 
once, to impreſs his countrymen with an opinion 

of his conſequence, and to perſuade the deputy of 

his peaceable and amicable diſpoſitions, he returned 

a meſſage full of duty to the queen, and reverence 

to her governor ; requeſting that Sydney would 
honour him with a viſit, and be ſponſor to his child; 

which would afford them an opportunity of confer- 

ring upon all matters relative to the intereſt and .=- 
honour of his government. The inſolence of this | 
overture was fully conceived; yet it was deemed 

expedient to comply with it; and John O'Nial was 

attended by the lord deputy. He entertained him 

with rude magnificence ; but when the ceremonials 

were performed, and the real bufineſs of their 

meeting came to be diſcuſſed, John was well pre- 

pared to defend his conduct. 


Wrrn 
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Wrru firmneſs and compoſure he acknowledged 
that he had oppoſed the ſucceſſion of Matthew's 
children to the fovereignty of Tirowen. But it 
was well known (he added) that this Matthey, 
whom Henry the eighth had incautiouſly created 
boron of Dungannon, was the offspring of a mean 
woman of Dundalk, the wife of a ſmith, and for 
ſixteen years reputed to be his ſon ; until earl Conn 
accepted him as his child, on the allegation of an 
adultreſs, and with a ſhameful partiality preferred 
him to his legitimate iſſue: that if he himſelf were 
to reſign his pretenſions in favour of any fon of 
ſuch a father, yet more than one hundred perſons 
of the name of O'Nial were ready to aſſert the ho- 
nour of their family againſt the uſurpation of any 
ſpurious race : That the letters patent, on which 
their claim was founded, were in effe& vain and 
frivolous ; for Conn, by the ancient inſtitutions of 
his country, couid claim no right in Tirowen, but 
during his own life; nor was he empowered to ſur- 
render or exchange his tenure, without conſent of 
all the lords and inhabitants of this territory. Or 
if the cauſe ſhould be determined by the Engliſh 
law, it is the known order and courſe of this law 
that no grants can be made by letters patent, until 
an inquiſition be previouſly held of the lands to be 
conveyed ; but no ſuch inquifition had been held 
in Tirowen, which had not known the Engliſh law, 
nor ever been reduced to an Engliſh county. Were 
it till inſiſted that the inheritance ſhould deſcend in 
ſucceſſion to the rightful heir, he was rightful heir, 
as eldeſt of the legitimate fons of Conn. But his 
pre-eminence was derived from an origin ſtill more 
glorious ; from the free - election of his countrymen, 
who on his father's death had choſen him their lea- 
der, as the beſt and braveſt of his family: an elec- 
tion ever practiſed in his country without any, ap- 

plication to the crown of England. And thus in- 
veited with the ſovereignty of Tirowen, he * 

od 
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| Sydney conſulted his counſellors; his counſellors 
| were filenced by the reaſoning, and aſtoniſhed at 
the firmneſs of the Iriſh lord. By their advice, he 
E replied that the points now ſtated were of too great 
E conſequence to receive an immediate decifion ; that 
they were firſt to be communicated to the queen. 


fred of receiving from the throne whatever ſhould 


G ELIZABETH 237 


ed only thoſe rights and juriſdictions, which a long 
train of predeceſſors had enjoyed, which were aſ- 
certained and recorded, fo as to exclude all contro- 
verſy, and to render the interpoſition of the Engliſh 
government totally unneceſſary. 

Taz ſpirit and addreſs of this plea, do not be- Hooker. 
ſpeak the ſottiſnneſs and ſtupidity of a drunkard. 


In the mean time he adviſed O'Nial to perſevere in 
a dutiful and peaceable demeanour, and to reſt aſ- 
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be found right, meet, and equitable. The chieftain, 
promiſed to pruſue this council; and they ſeparated 
in the utmoſt amity. 

AnD now the earl of Suſſex returned to the go- Nn. t. 
vernment of Ireland, with ſpecial inſtructions for XV. p. 
eſtabliſhing the reformed worſhip. For this purpoſe 33. 
he was commiſſioned to aſſemble a parliament, for 
enacting ſtatutes ſimilar to thoſe already made in 
England. The queen's ſentiments with reſpect to 
religion were well known ; and lords and commons 
met on the eleventh day of January 1 560, fully 
apprized of the purpoſe of their convention, but 
but not univerſally well diſpoſed towards the intend- 
ed regulations. Such various eſtabliſhments with 
reſpect to religion had been made, and reverſed, in Ware. 
the reigns of Henry, Edward, and Mary, that the 
numerous partizans of Rome affected to lament 
thoſe diſtractions which had followed the firſt revolt 
from the ancient ſyſtem ; and urged, that, to give 
reſt to the minds and conſciences of men, it waSRot. Can. 
abſolutely neceſſary to reſiſt all further innovation. H zEliz. 
It appears by the catalogue of this parliament, that 
moſt of the temporal lords were thoſe whoſe de- 

Vol. II. | Q ſcendants, 
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ſcendants, even to our own days, continued firmly 
attached to the Romiſh communion ; but far the 


greater part of the prelates, were ſuch as quietly 


enjoyed their ſees, by conforming occafionaly ta 
different modes of religion ; nor doth it appear that 
of the whole number, amounting to nineteen, more 
than two, Welſh of Meath, and Levereux of Kil- 
dare, were ſtrenuous and determined adherents ta 
the ancient religion. In the Houſe of Commons, 
we find repreſentatives ſummoned for ten counties 


only“; the reſt, which made up the number ſe- 
venty- ſix, were citizens and burgeſſes of thoſe towns 


in which the royal authority was predominant. It 
is therefore little wonder, that in deſpite of clamour 
and oppoſition, in a ſeſſion of a few weeks, the 


whole eccleſiaſtical ſyſtem of queen Mary was en- 


tirely reverſed, by a ſeries of ftatutes conformable 

to thoſe already enacted by the Engliſh legiſlature. 
Tx eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction was reſtored to the 

crown, and a new oath of ſupremacy appointed ; 


c. 1, 2, 3-Jaws againſt hereſy repealed ; the + uſe of the Com- 


mon Prayer enforced, with ſuch alterations as had 


been 


* Theſe were Dublin, Meath, Weſt-Meath, Louth, Kil- 
dare, Catherlow, Kilkenny, Waterford, Tipperary, Wexford. 
The counties not repreſented were Cork, Kerry, Limerick, 


Connaught, Clare, Antrim, Ardee, Down, King's County, 


Queen's County. 

+ There is a remarkable clauſe in this act, which from the 
ſtyle, appears to have been inſerted by the parliament after the 
firft tranſmiſs of the bill, and poſſibly was procured by thoſe 
who had oppoſed it. It imports, that as in moſt places of the 
realm, there cannot be found Engliſh miniſters, and as the Iriſh 
lariguage is difficult to be printed, and that few can read the 
Iriſh letters, the queen is humbly prayed, that it may be en- 
ated, that in every church where the miniſter hath no know- 
ledge of the Engliſh tongue, it may be lawful for him to of- 
ficiate in Latin.—If this did not effectually provide for the edi- 


fication of the people, it, at leaft, ſerved to ſheathe the acri- 


mony of their prejudices againſt the reformed worſhip, by al- 
lowing it to be performed in the uſual language of their de- 
vodlons. | 
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been already made in England; and all ſubjects 


obliged to attend the public ſervice of the church. 
The firſt-· fruits and twentieth parts of all church- 
revenues were reſtored to the crown; and the fu- 
tile form of electing prelates by deans and chapters, 
by virtue of the writ called Conge d Elire, was entire- 
y aboliſhed in Ireland, as attended with unneceſſary 
W delays and coſts, and derogatory to the royal pre- 


W rogative. It was provided that the queen and 


heir heirs, by letters patent, under the great ſeal 
of England or Ireland, or the chief governor duly 
authorized, ſhall, by his letters patent, collate to 
all vacant ſees; that perſons fo collated, ſhall be 
& conſecrated and inveſted with their rights, and that 
the prelates directed to conſecrate them, ſhall pay 
due obedience to the royal mandate, within twenty 


days, under the penalties of the ſtatute of premunire. 
Theſe ordinances were followed by an a& of _ Ir. Stat. 
nition of the queen's title to the crown of Ireland; P 


another, extending the act of the late reign, where- 
by certain offences were made treaſon, to the pre- 


bent queen; and a third, reſtoring the priory of 


Saint John of Jeruſalem to the crown, and revok- 
ing all diſpoſitions made of the revenues of this 


houſe, by Meſſingberd the late prior, a zealous - 


partizan of Rome, who by reſorting on frivolous 
pretences to the Iriſh diſtricts, had become ſuſpect- 
ed of raifing and fomenting inſurrections. Whe- 
ther from a conſciouſneſs of guilt, or a dread of 
n ſo that it was further enacted in 
kus parliament, that he ſhould be required by pro- 
clamation to ſurrender, within fees rw, or elſe 
be attainted of high-treaſon. | 

So much had Suſſex been alarmed by the oppo- 
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ſition he had encountered in this parliament, that © 9 


he diſſolved it in a few weeks; and repairing to the 
queen, entruſted the Iriſh government, by her di- 
rection, to Sir William Fitz-William, a perſon not 
conſiderable enough to enforce his authority among 

=— a peo- 
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a people who were only to be managed by a depyy 
of power and conſequence; and were now part 
cularly provoked by the violence offcred to thy 
religious prejudices. The partizans of Rome jy 
veighed againſt the heretical queen and her impiou¶ bet 
miniſters. The clergy, who refuſed to conform 
abandoned their cures ; no reformed miniſters cou Ti 
be found to ſupply their places; the churches fe 
to ruin; the people were left without any religiou Int 
worſhip or inſtruction. Even in places of moi 
civility, the ſtatutes lately made were evaded a w 
neglected with impunity*. The ignorant werf 
taught to abominate a government, which the 
heard conſigned to all the terrors of the divine ven 

geance; were exhorted to ſtand prepared for a gl 


riou 


We have a ſtriking inſtance of the weakneſs of goven 
ment about this time, the reluctance with which the ſtatum 
of the late parliament were received, and the indulgence wha 
this ſpirited queen was obliged to ſhe to the prejudices i 
her Iriſh ſubjects, in a letter to the privy council. Rot Ca 
Hi. 4 Elke. Dec. 

« And whereas by other your letters of the ſecond of Sep 
*< tember, ye declare, that by reaſon of the abſence of ſundm i 
% of the 2 of Ardmagh, the dean there can not cos 
« venĩently procede to th' election of Mr. Adam Loſthouſ 
% to that archbuſhopricke, according to the auctority late 
% received from us, and for ſupplie thereof doo deviſe 9 
«© make unto hym in the mean ſeaſon, a commiſſion for tit 
© ordering of eccleſiaſtical cauſes, within that dioceſe ; mor 
« ing further, that the rents growing of the ns df 
« that archbuſhopricke myght be beſtowed upon hym by war- 
« rant from us, and the ſame to be holden without accompi 
«« from the date of our letters of his nomination. We do0 
«© very well allow your faid deviſe, and doo gyve autor! 
% unto youe oure ſaid deputy, chauncellor, and everie oth 
% our officers to whom it ſhall appertaigne, as well to mak* 
© out undir our great ſeale and othirwiſe, as the cafe ma 
«© move, and as many writings as ſhall be conveniente 
* the performance thereof towards hym, as alſoe to gyve dus 
allowance of the faide revenues by way of accompte as c 
«© money by us ſpeciallie graunted unto hym, by warran 
* hereof, and ſoe to continue until he may receive his eſta- 
„ bliſhment in the buſhopricke by ſuch ordinaric means, 35” 
„ ſemblable caſes hath bene accuſtomed.” 
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ug ious opportunity of aſſerting the cauſe of religion; 

It) * d ane of effectual os, Jy both from the pope 

he choſe authority had been profaned, and from the 
xing of Spain, now particularly offened at Eliza- 
beth. 
rm, In the mean time, the turbulent chieftain of Ware. 
i rirowen readily liſtened to thoſe flatterers who re- 
minded him of the ancient honours of his family. 

o ; Intoxicated by pride and ambition, he entered the 

wi territories of O Reily, a neighbouring Iriſh lord, 

e vhom he compelled to acknowledge his ſuperiority, 


and to give hoſtages as his vaſſal. Raging with fr. Stat. 
revenge, he ſuddenly poured his followers into Tir- 11 Eliz. 
© connel, ſurprized his old enemy Calvagh, and caſt Sef+ 3. 
him into chains, until his rapaciouſneſs had been 
fully glutted by the ſurrender of all his valuable 
property: and when releaſed, this unhappy chief- 

tain had the afflition to find his fon detained cap- 

tive, and his wife defiled, and made the concubine 

Jof his brutal conqueror. While O'Nial thus aſſert- 


ed his title to the ſovereignty of Ulſter, he, at the 
5 ſame time, breathed the moſt rancourous abhor- 
WT rence and defiance of the Engliſh. A ſtrong fort 
„which he had erected in one of his iſlands, he 
r named Foogh-ne-Gall, that is the abomination of 


= EZn2h:/hmen. One of his followers, on the bare ſuſ- 

8 picion of being a ſpy for the government, was in- 

& ftantly hanged up: in the madneſs of inſolence and 

caprice, he condemned another to the fame fate, 

for degenerating ſo far from his native manners as 

as to feed on Engliſh biſcuit. Such exceſſes were 

Ss provoking and alarming, eſpecially as the inhahi- 

tants of the pale had ſuffered by his irruptions. Suſ- Rot. Can. 

ſex, on his return to Ireland, was inſtructed to H. 3 Eliz 

reduce him; and for this purpoſe a general hoſ-Dorl. 
Q 3 "us 

Hence it ſhould ſeem that the ſtatute for aboliſhing the 


urit of Conge d. Eflier was already forgotten, or that it could 
not, nor was it intended to be executed ſtrictly and generally. 
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ting was proclaimed. John collected his forces, 


Cor, 
Fat.6 Eli. 


Suſſex marched into the North; but before their 
hoſtilities had proceeded to any conſiderable length, 
overtures were made on each ſide for an accommo- 
dation. The earl of Kildare repreſented to his 
kiniman O'Nial, the folly and danger of contending 
with the crown of England. O'Nial profeſſed the 
faireſt and moſt peaceable intentions ; that he had 
indeed reduced hisown refractory vaſſals; and as he 
had not oppoſed the queen's government, ſo he ex- 
pected that no attempts ſhould be made to controul 
him in the juſt exertion of his authority. If he had 
attacked any of the Englifh ſettlements, he had on- 
ly repelled their attempts againſt him: theſe inju- 
rious neighbours envying his ſtate, and impatient 
to ravage his poſſeſſions, had even formed deſigns 
againſt his perſon; ſo that he lived in conſtant dan- 
ger of a treacherous aſſaſſination; and of this he 
offered ſuch proof as gave his allegations at leaſt a 


plauſible appearance. 


H. 6 Eli. 


Svssxx on his part, ſtill urged him to rely upon 
the royal equity, and to abide a regular deciſion of 
his claims and controverſies : and on his promiſe of 


ſubmiſſion, it was agreed, that he ſhould be ac- 


| knowledged dynaſt of Tirowen, with all the rights 


and pre-eminences of his ſtation, until the validity 
of the letters patent granted to earl Conn, and the 
late baron of Dungannon, ſhould be decided by 
parliament; that if they were declared void, he 
then ſhould be created earl of Tirowen, and hold 
his country by Engliſh tenure; ſtill maintaining the 
ancient preſcriptive authority over all thoſe who 
ſhould be found to owe him vaſſalage: and that 
whatever injuries he was faid to have committed or 
received, ſhould be impartially examined, and ſa- 
tisfaction duly made. The treaty being thus con- 
cluded upon terms fo equitable, and favourable to 
O'Nial, he attended the lord deputy to Dublin, 
ſwore allegiance, and promiſed to repairto the _ 

| _ 
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and to renew his dutiful ſubmiſſions at the foot of 
her throne. | = N 
He was entertained by Suſſex with ſufficient fa- 
your : but as he delayed the performance of his ware. 
promiſe to attend the queen, ſome of his partizans 
whiſpered their ſuſpicions that the deputy had form- 
ed a ſcheme to ſeize his perſon, and to ſend him 
priſoner into England. Such ſuggeſtions ſerved not 
only to alarm his fears, but to provoke his pride. 
He reſolved to attend the queen, but to attend her 
in a manner ſuited to his princely dignity : and for 
this purpoſe, haſtened his departure with a magni- 
ficent train of Iriſh followers. He appeared iu Camb. 
London, attended by a guard of Gallowglaſſes, ar- A. D. 
rayed in the richeſt habiliments of their country, 2562. 
armed with the battle- ax, their heads bare, their 
hair flowing on their ſhoulders, their linen veſts dy- 
ed with ſaffron, with long and open fleeves, and 
ſurcharged with their ſhort military harneſs; a ſpec- 
tacle aſtoniſhing to the people, who imagined that 
they beheld the inhabitants of ſome diſtant quarter 
of the globe. The queen received his ſubmiſſions 
with an affectation of tenderneſs and condeſcenfion 
and liſtened favourably to the allegations by which 
he defended or pall:ated his conduct. He repeated 
his objections to the ſucceſſion of Matthew's iflue ; 
urged kis own juſt claim to the ſovereignty of Tir- 
oven, both by the laws of England, and the old 
Iriſh inftitutions ; offered proof of his right and 
ſuperiority over the neighbouring lords; patheti- 
rally repreſented the injuries he had received, and 
the deſperate attempts made to deſtroy him; and 
lamented the iniquity of his enemies which had dri- 
ven him to ſeek his own ſecurity, by any appear- 
ance of oppoſition to her royal authority. The flat- 
tery of his addreſs, which had the greater effect, 
as it appeared artleſs and unſtudied, and the ſpeci- 
Guineſs of his allegations ſo wrought upon Eliza- 
Q 4 beth, 


9 
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beth, that ſhe diſmiſſed him with preſents and af. 


ſurances of favour. 
In England, this tranſaction was confidered as the 
humiliation of a repenting rebel ; among the Iriſh, 
and eſpecially the followers of O'Nial, it was re- 
garded as a treaty of peace between two potentates; 
and the gracious reception of which John boaſted 
on his return, they conſidered as an acknowledgment 
of his dignity. The new ally of the queen in the 
zeal of attachment, led his followers againft her 
enemies, the Hebridian Scots, who were ever 
ſwarming into Ulſter, and notwithſtanding their 
defeats and loſſes, had poſſeſſed themſelves of ſe- 
veral towns claimed by the Engliſh. He encoun- 
Rot. Can. tered, defeated, and flew their leader; and fo fa- 
H. Pat, Vourable were the reports tranſmitted to England 
iz. of his conduct, that Sir Thomas Cuſack, a mem- 


articles of agreement with him upon the terms ori- 
ginally propoſed ; and the queen's letters patent, in 
confirmation of theſe articles, expreſſed her entire 
approbation of his preſent ſervices, with the moſt 
favourable conſtruction of all his former irregula- 


rities. 


lord deputy an opportunity of attending to the re- 
gulation of other parts of the iſland. But as the 
Northern chieftain ſtill continued to train his fol- 
= Ware. lowers to arms, and to encreaſe his forces, Suſſex 
could not but expreſs his apprehenſions to the queen 
that O'Nial till meditated ſome defigns againſt her 
government. Be not diſmayed,” ſaid Elizabeth, 
tell my friends, if he ariſe, it will turn to their 
« advantage; there will be eſtates for them who 
« want; | 54 me he muſt expect no further fa- 
* vour.” But her deputy was more alarmed ; he 
demanded of O'Nial the reaſon of his warlike pre- 
parations ; he was anſwered that they were deſtined 
againſt the Scots : not content with i 

(tor 


ber of the privy council, was appointed to execute 


Turs accommodation for a while afforded the 


2 
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(for ſuch it appeared) the laſt act of his government 
was to take the neceſſary precautions for ſecuring 
the Northern borders of the pale. | 
His immediate ſucceſſor Arnold, an Engliſn Hooker. 
knight, was ſoon found incapable of governing; 
and, upon an attentive review of the circumſtances 
of Ireland, which, from the jealouſies and turbu- 
lence of the 8 natives, the factions and — 
of the Engliſh race, the irregular execution of juſ- 
s tice, "I total neglect of religion, afforded a 
melancholy proſpect, it was reſolved in the Engliſh 
council, that Sir Henry Sydney ſhould be entruſted 
uith the reins of Iriſh government, one who had 
already filled this ſtation with honour, was well ac- 
= quainted with the country, and the temper of its 
inhabitants, and from whoſe adminiſtration the moſt 
fſinguine hopes were conceived. To aſſiſt him in 
the conduct of the ſtate, Sir William Saintleger 
was ſtationed in Munſter, with the title of lord 
preſident of this province, to decide controverſies, 
to enforce the execution of law, and to maintain 
the public peace. To awe the malecontents of Ul- 
ſter, and particularly O'Nial, Randolph, an Engliſh 
officer, was ſtationed at Derry, with a ſtrong and 
well-provided garriſon: and a new Iriſh privy coun- 
ci] had eſpecial inſtructions to concur with the lord 
deputy in every meaſure for enforcing the authority 
of the queen and her laws, and for propagating 
true religion. They found the civil and eceleſiaſtical 
ſtate of Ireland in the moſt alarming diſorder; but 
ſtill the great and preſſing danger was from the 
reſtleſs turbulence of John O'Naal. 
Tux garriſon of Derry was not only an obſtacle Hocker. 
to his enterprizes, but mortifying to his pride: and 
as it manifeſted a ſuſpicion of his diſloyalty, he was 
the leſs concerned to diſguiſe his real ſentiments, 
when he found that they had heen already diſco- 
vered. And now, while his paſſions were in ferment, 
he heard that Mac-Arthy, the Iriſh lord of Deſ- 


_ ſhould grant him a conference at Dundalk, that he 


Jullivan. 
Hift. 
Cath, 


of O'Nial. I have indeed made peace with the 


for thoſe to whom they addreſſed themſelves, of 
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mond, had ſurrendered himſelf and his poſſeſſions to 
the queen, had been graciouſly received, his lands 
reſtored to him, to be held by Engliſh tenure, and 
he himſelf created a lord of parliament, by the 
name of earl of Clancarthy. A precious ear] !” 
faid O'Nial to ſome Engliſh commiſſioners ſent to 
treat with him. © I keep a lacquay as noble as he. 
* But let him enjoy his honour, it is not worthy 


** queen at her defire; but I have not forgotten the 
* royal dignity of my anceſtors. Ulſter was theirs, 
* and ſhall be mine. With the ſword they won it; 
< with the ſword I will maintain it.“ | 
PossEssED with this vanity, he induftriouſly 
ſought to provoke the hoſtilities of the Engliſh. 
He led his forces to the walls of Derry, and w:th- 
out directly attacking the town, inſolently braved 
the garriſon. Randolph, their commander, more 
ſpirited than cautious, iſſued out againſt a party of 
his boiſterous followers, and repelled them with 
conſiderable ſlaughter, but loſt his life in the en- 
counter. This action was not juſtified by any 
direct hoſtilities committed by O'Naal, and there- 
fore afforded him a fair occafion of complaint. He 
remonſtrated with ſpirit, but as yet with the ap- 
pearance of duty: he propoſed that the lord deputy 


might explain his grievances, and that meaſures 
might be amicaby concerted for the pacification of 
the North; and Sydney attended punctually at the 
time and place propoſed. In the mean time O'Nial 
receives intelligence, that by an accidental exploſion 
of gun- powder, the magazine of Derry, was de- 
ſtroyed, and the garriſon obliged to evacuate the 
town. The ignorant and ſuperſtitious exclaimed, 
that the holy Kolum-kil had at length taken ven- 
geance of the ſacrilegious profaners of his reſi- 


dence. They propagated their tale, well calculated 


the 
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| the enormous wolf, who had ifſued out of the 
woods, ſnatched up a burning brand in his teeth, 

and caft it into the church, which the heretics had 
converted into an arſenal. The ftupendous miracle 

| had its full effect upon the northern chieftain ; he 

felt himſelf relieved from the terror ard embar- 
raſſment of a vigilant enemy: he diſdained to at- 
tend the conference with Sydney; erected his ſtan- 

E dard, the ſignal of defiance to the Engliſh; and 

= breathed deſperate vengeance againſt all thoſe who 

E ſhould preſume to diſpute the ſovereignty of the 
prince of Ulſter. 

E His excurſions were ſudden and violent: he 

E razed ſeveral caſtles on the borders of the pale; 
and to demonſtrate his ſpleen to hereſy, burned 

© down the church of Armagh, where Henry Loftus 
lately made archbiſhop of this ſec, preſumed to Hooker. 
maintain the heretical worſhip. He pierced into. _ 
& Fermanagh, ravaged the whole diſtri, expelled; B . 
= the chieftain who had refuſed to acknowledge his Seſſ. z. 
E ſuperiority; diſpatched his emiſſaries into Munſterc. 1- 
do prevail upon the earl of Deſmond to unite with 
him; practiſed in Connaught to engage the Iriſh 

| lords of this diſtrict in his cauſe; and in the ſtyle 

of ſovereignty, ſent his ambaſſadors to Rome and 
Spain, to procure aſſiſtance againſt the common ene- 
my. In the mean time, he ſtill endeavoured to 
amuſe the deputy, with fair profeſſions, and over- 

tures of a friendly conference, in which he might 
explain his conduct. Sydney again obeyed his in- 
vitation, and O' Nial again refuſed to attend. While 

the forces of government were at a diſtance, he 
ſeized the opportunity of attacking the Engliſh 

| garriſon at Dundalk; and was repulſed with diſ- 
grace and loſs; when the deputy again marched 
againſt him, he retired to his inacceſſible haunts. 

Tur fame of this dangerous inſurgent ſpread 
through all the iſland; and his progreſs became 
every waere an intereſting object of attention. The 

friends 
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friends of government were terrified, and expected 
every moment that other parts of Ireland would 
catch the flame, and that they ſhould be oppreſſed 
by a general confederacy. But Sydney knew the 
moſt effectual method of reducing the Northern 
chicftain, and purſued it with vigour and addreſs. 
It had been his firſt care, to engage the Northern 
Iriſh, who had been injured by O'Nial, firmly to 
the intereſts of the crown. He conferred with Cal. 
vagh of Tirconnel, reinſtated him in full poſſeſſion 
of his territory, and ſo wrought upon him by cour- 
teſy, that he acknowledged the queen his rightful 


_ miſtreſs, and ſovereign of Ireland, in all cauſes, ec- 
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clefiaſtical and temporal; promiſed due obedience to 
her deputy; engaged, that if it ſhould pleaſe her 
majeſty at any time, to change the cuſtoms of his 
country, and to govern it by her laws; or to con- 
fer a title of honour on him or any of his people 
he would aſſiſt and co-operate with her gracious in- 
tentions: hut above all, he bound himſelf to op- 
pole the rebel John O'Nial with all his powers. In 
like manner, he reſtored Macwire, lord of Ferma- 
nagh, to his territory, and engaged him in the ſer- 
vice of the queen, with ſeveral of the Iriſh lords 
of Connaught. Thus did Sydney raiſe up a number 
of neighbouring enemies againſt John O'Naal, pro- 
voked by his injuries, and ever ready to ſeize the 
occaſion of infeſting him; while he himſelf took 
his ſtation on the Northern borders with a conſide- 
rable force. 

LitTLE more was required, than thus to draw 
the toils round his enemy. No aſſiſtance arrived 
to O'Nial from foreign countries: Deſmond, on 
whom he chiefly relied, had united with the lord 
deputy in defence of the pale : he was at once at- 
tacked from different quarters; and, in ſeveral 
ſkirmiſhes, his forces were defeated with conſide- 
rable ſlaughter. Every diſgrace or diſappointment 
enraged his pride; and in the fury of vexation he 


treated his followers with a barbarous ſeverity. 
They deſerted in great numbers, leaving their com- 
 panions to endure the miſeries of war and famine, 
under a tyrannical commander. In a few months,;, gtat. 
more than three thouſand five hundred of his men 11 Eliz. 
were loſt : and O'Nial, hunted from one retreat to S ſſ. 3. 
* another, without hopes, or reſources, at length re- - 
ſolved to caſt himſelf at the feet of Sir Henry Syd- 
ney, and implore his mercy. 
JusT as he prepared to execute this purpoſe, one 
of his favourite attendants whom he employed as 
a ſecretary, ventured to expreſs his fears of the 
event. The Engliſh government he obſerved, was 
too much provoked to ſhew the leaſt mercy to his 
obſtinate and repeated oppoſition. If he muſt -aft 
himſelf upon the mercy of an enemy, the Scottiſh 
inhabitants of Ulſter were more likely to receive 
him with favour; a conſiderable party of t!::ſe Scots 
were now encamped in Clan-huboy ; who, however 
they might reſent his former conduct, were ſtill ene- 
mies to the Engliſh, and might be eaſily perſuaded 
: to unite with him; and thus the war might be at 
leaſt protracted, until he could obtain better terms 
than his preſent deſperate fituation could poſſibly 
demand. O'Nial was delighted by the leaſt prof- 
pe& of reſource. The ſon of the Scottiſh com- 
mander, his priſoner, he inftantly ſet at liberty, and 
ſending him before to explain his requeſt, advanced 
— the camp of Clan-huboy, to enter into con- 
ference with the Scottiſh leaders. 
Tuxkk was an Engliſh officer named Piers, re- Hooker. 
fident in this country, who ſeems to have been em- 
ployed to watch the motions of the Northerns. He 
was informed of O'Nial's approach, and the inten- 
tion of his coming: he ſought an opportunity of 
practiſing with the Scots, and by artfully reviving 
the memory of paſt actions, enflamed their reſent- 
ments againſt O'Nial, and particularly thoſe of their 
commander, whoſe uncle had been attacked 2 
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of Kildare, a lord of a meek and peaceable diſpo- 
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ſlain by him. He encouraged Alexander Oge, as 
he was called, to ſeize the opportunity of revenge; 
and fo far prevailed, that he was ſuffered to direct 
his conduct upon this occaſion. His agents ſet for- 
ward to aſſure the chieftain of Tirowen, that the 
Scots were determined to eſpouſe his quarrel, and 
invited him to the camp. He obeyed the ſum- 
mons; and, attended by his ſecretary, the wife of 
Calvagh of Tirconnel, and about fifty horſemen, 
was hoſpitally entertained in the commander's tent. 
As they ;rocecded in their carouſal, the wily Scots 
grew captious, and paſſionate. The ſecretary was 
accuicd of ſpreading an injurious report, that the 
wic.ow of the late Scottiſh general had promiſed to 
wed O'Nial. The man warmly avowed it, adding, 
that the queen of Scotland might be proud to match 

with his lord. The inſult was retorted, O'Naal in- 
terpoſed in ſupport of his attendant, and the brawl 
grew violent. On a fignal given, the ſoldiers ruſh- 


ed in, butchered the wretched gueſts, and buried 


their weapons in OfNial. 
Sucu was the end of this chieftain, who mea- 
fured his conſequence by the flattery of his rude 
followers, and purchaſed the honour of keepin 
Engliſh government in perpetual alarm, by a life 
of turbulence, cloſed by aſſaſſination. The intel- 
ligence of his death was conveyed to the lord de- 


puty by Piers, who ſent his head to Dublin; and 


received one thouſand marks as his reward. Syd- 
ney immediately marched into Tirowen to compoſe 
the diſorders of this diſtri& ; and was here attend- 
ed by the Iriſh, with all expreſſions of duty and at- 
tachment, eſpecially by thoſe who aſpired to the 


chieftainry. He recommended peace, order, and 
civility, and affured them of protection. By the 


queen's authority, he nominated Tirlough Lym- 
nough OfNial, ſucceſſor to John. He was grand- 
fon to that O'Nial who had married into the family 


fition, 


ELIT ASET IH 245 


ſition, and who, by indentures, engaged to be 
faithful to the crown; to renounce that ſovereignty 
which his predeceſſor had claimed over the neigh- | 
bouring Iriſh lords; to ſuffer the ſons of Matthew Rot. Can. 
to enjoy their demeſnes unmoleſted ; with other H. 9 Eliz 
ſtipulations neceſſary to the peace of the country, dori. 
and the intereſts of the queen's government. To 
prevent any attempt toreverſe theſe diſpofitions, the 
| fon of John ONaal, who had formerly been furren- 
dered an hoſtage, was detained in cloſe confinement 
in the caſtle of Dublin; a precaution particularly 
recommended by the queen. 

Tux proſecution of this war againſt John O'Nial, 
however ably and ſucceſsfully conducted, yet was 


not attended by any of thoſe brilliant circumſtances, 


by which thoſe at a diſtance generally meaſure the 
ſervices of a commander; and the final deſtruction 

of this dangerous rebel ſeemed to have been merely 
accidental, and not the effect of Sydney's vigour. 

The qeen's letters, inſtead of exprefling her appro- 
bation of his conduct in the North, were full of 

fears and ſuſpicions of other diſtricts, with impa- 
tience and diſſatisfaction that he had not already 
ſuppreſſed their diſorders. She dreaded the great 

lords of the old Engliſh race, no leſs than the native 
Iriſh; and, in the jealouſy of her firſt acceſſion to Cox, ex 
the throne, had inſtructed Suſſex to prevail upon MSS. 
the earl of Kildare to attend her in England; . 
if he obſtinately refuſed, to ſeize his perſon. The 
loyal and zealous ſervices of this earl ſeem to have 
quieted her apprehenſions; but the conduct of 

his kinſman Deſmond was more alarming, and had 
given much juſter cauſe of offence. 

GERA, the preſent earl of Deſmond, was a noble- e * 
man, © not brought up,” as the queen's letters ex- 5 Eliz. 
preſſed it, where law and juſtice had been fre- 

* quented.” On the death of his father, he had 
reſorted to the power and attachment of his follow- 
ers, to defend his claim to the ſucceſſion, againſt a 

and competitor: thus naturally falling into 
: that 


Bot. Pat. % ; ; 
WW ur. op. refer the controverſy to the queen; they attended 
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that courſe of life which was uſual to an Iriſh chief. 

tain, he indulged his rude pride, was oppreſſive and 

aſſuming, impoſed the Iriſh exactions on all thoſs 

Davis. within the ſphere of his authority, encroached on 

the rights and poſſeſſions of his neighbours; and 

was particularly involved in various litigations with 

the earl of Ormond, He claimed lands, liberties, 

and revenues, poſſeſſed by this earl, and relying on 

his ſtrength, attempted to ſeize them by force of 

arms. Ormond colle&ed his followers and repel. 

led his outrage. Their petty war ended in the de. 

feat of Deſmond, who was wounded and made z 

priſoner. As the Ormondians conveyed him from 

the field, ſtretched on a bier, his ſupporters ex. 

Cox ex Claimed with a natural triumph, — Where 1s noy 

MSS. the great lord of Deſmond !”” he had ſpirit to 

Lamb. reply—* Where, but in his proper place, ſtill upon 
«© the necks of the Butlers.” | 

OrxMonD, more inured to civility, conſented to 


her; the cauſe was heard; terms of an mph 
tion propoſed, and accepted by the parties: an 
Def! Laws pa romiſed ftill . 1 the ex. 
ecution of the queen's laws, and the collection of 
her ſubfidies and duties in Munſter, to ſuppreſs the 
Brehon juriſdiction, and other Iriſh cuſtoms, re- 
pugnant to good order and civility. He was ſent 
to the chief governor at Dublin, to refide with him, 
until permitted to return into his own country. 
Here he readily agreed to ſuch additional ſtipulations 
as were propoſed. Particularly he promiſed, 28 
* to the furtherance of religion in Munſter, that 
* having no knowledge in learning, and being ignoran! 
&« of what was to be done in this behalf, he would 
* aid and maintain whatever ſhould be appointed 
* by commiſſioners nominated for this purpoſe.” 
On theſe aſſurances he was diſmiſſed ; and though 
his diligence in collecting and arming his followers 
had occafioned unfavourable ſuſpicions of 3 de- 
figns, and that he was generally conſidered as ? 
had — — 
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diſaffected lord, yet in the rebellion of O'Nial, he 
readily obeyed the ſummons of Sir Henry Sydney, Hooker. 
and marched to the defence of the pale. 

Bur new difficulties and controverſies were ſoon 
raiſed, relative to the execution of his articles with 
| Ormond: and his pride and violence again broke 
out in alarming extravagances. Ormond laid his 


| orievances before the queen, accuſed Sydney of par- pw 
"WE ciality to his rival, and fo poſſeſſed her with appre- 
henſions of this dangerous lord, that her deputy * 
vas even reprimanded for neglecting to coatroul Camden. 
dee inſolence of Deſmond. He went into Munfter 

ct her command, heard the complaints of the con- 

| We tending parties; and, pronouncing ſentence againſt 

\ WE the earl of Deſmond, ordered him to make repara- 

u tion for the damages which Ormond had ſuſtained. 


The earl proudly refuſed to ſubmit to this award; 
but before he could collect his riotous followers, 
Sydney ſeized him by ſurpriſe, and conveyed him 
priſoner to Dublin. And as the diſſatisfaction which 
the queen expreſſed at his conduct made it neceſſary 
for him to repair to England, by her permiſſion he 
preſented himſelf at her court, attended by the ſon 
of the late baron of Dungannon, O'Connor of 
Sligo, and other Iriſh chieftains, who had ſworn 
allegiance, together with the earl of Deſmond, and 
Sir John his brother. The Iriſh lords were re- 
ceived and diſmiſſed with favour: but Deſmond 
and his brother were committed cloſe priſoners to 
the Tower, and thus confirmed in that rancorous 
werfion to the Engliſh government, which ended 
only with their lives. 

Taz abſence of Sydney encouraged the diſor- 
dered and diſaffected of various diſtricts to break Hooker. 
out into their uſual exceſſes. Sir Edmond Butler, 
brother to the earl of Ormond, and in the abſence 
of this earl, now reſident in England, veſted with 
= e of his powers, roſe up in arms on 

me frivolous pretence, againſt certain of the Ge- 
5 R raldines 


eee 
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raldines of Munſter. James Fitz-Morris of Def. 
mond drew the ſword againſt his kinſman the lord 
of Lixnaw; the O'Moores and O'Connors prey 
dangerous in Leinſter; and even Tirlough Lyn. 
— of Tirowen, engaged one thouſand of the 
Ulſter Scots to aſſiſt him in his enterprizes againſt 
ſome neighbouring lords, while the earl of Clan. 
carthy, another Iriſh chieftain lately reformed, re. 
lapſing into his native manners, claimed the ſove. 
reignty of Munſter, and declared war againſt his 
neighbours. Sydney, on his return, was enabled iſ 
only to reduce Tirlough to a pretended ſubmiſſion, 
Butler, who was ſummonded to attend him, found WW 
a pretence to evade his orders, and continued his 
outrages. In the midft of fa&ion and diſcontent, 
ſecret practices, and avowed diſaffection, the deputy 
obeyed the orders of his royal miſtreſs, and con- 

vened a parliament. | 
Tux intention of thus aſſembling the Iriſh legiſ 
lature, beſides providing for the neceſſities of go- 
vernment, was to reſtrain thoſe ancient cuſtoms and 
exactions which had ever proved the ſource of dil. 
order and public calamity, to extend the influence 
of Engliſh law, and to make the neceſſary provi- 
fions, both for the civil and ecclefiaſtical reformation 
of the kingdom. Public peace and civility were ſo 
intimately connected with the intereſts of the crown, 
that it was difficult to deviſe any meaſures for the 
ſupport of theſe, which did not in effect tend to the 
real welfare of the nation. But the enemies of the 
reformed religion, a numerous party, thoſe who 
dreaded the diminution of their power in the ſeve- 
ral diſtricts which they had been uſed to oppreſs, 
thoſe who enriched themſelves and ſupported their 
petty feuds by Iriſh exactions, others, who envied 
the favour ſhewn to ſubjects of Engliſh birth, who 
had been negle&ed by adminiftration, or were ſuſ- 
pected of diſaffection, all came to parliament with 
a determined reſolution to oppoſe every meaſure re- 
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commended from the throne. Their intentions had 
been foreſeen, and the utmoſt efforts exerted to 
ſtrengthen the intereſt of adminiſtration; for which 
purpoſe, confiderable management had been uſed, 


| and even great irregularities committed in the elec- 


tions and returns of the commons. Stanihurſt, re- 


corder of Dublin, and Sir Chriftopher Barnewal, a 
favourite of the old Engliſh race, were propoſed 
by their ſeveral partizans for the office of ſpeaker: | 
and the election of Stanihurſt, by the influence of 
E the court, ſerved to enrage the party in oppoſition. 
& Barnwal, who was eſteemed for his political know- 
E ledge, infiſted that the preſent houſe of Commons 
vas moſt illegally conſtituted; and therefore op- 
poſed the admiſſion of any bill; and he was ſup- 
ported by Sir Edmond Butler, who now appeared 
in his place. In proof of the aſſertion it was al- 
= ledged, that ſeveral were returned members for 
= towns not incorporated; that ſeveral ſheriffsand ma- 


giſtrates of corporations had returned themſelves, 


but above all, that numbers of Engliſhmen had 
been elected and returned as burgeſſes for towns 


which they had never ſeen nor known, far from be- 
ing reſidents, as the laws direct. | 
Four days were ſpent in clamorous altercation; 


the diſcontented members declaring with great vi- 


olence againſt receiving any bill, or proceeding on 
any buſineſs. The ſpeaker attended the lord deputy 


and council, to explain their obje&ions to the con- 


ſtitution of the Houſe of Commons. The judges 
you conſulted; and declared, that thoſe returned 
or towns not incorporated, and the magiſtrates who 
had returned themſelves were incapable of fitting 


in parliament; but as to the members not refident 


in the towns for which they were returned, that 


they were entitled to their ſeats, and that the penal- 


ty of returning them ſhould light on the reſpective 


that majoricy of friends, which ſo much pains had 
* been 
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increaſed the violence of the oppoſite party; nor 


controul as he judged neceſſary for his own clan- 
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leave them full liberty to judge for themſelves, and 
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been taken to acquire; and which of conſequence 


did the clamour ceaſe, until the judges came to the 
Commons? Houſe, and there avowed their opinion; 
when Barnewal and his party reluctantly acquieſced, 
and reſerved themſelves for a vigorous conteſt 
againſt the meaſures of thoſe whom they regarded 
as an Engliſh faction. 

Amonc the bills tranſmitted to this parliament, 
there were two, more particularly offenſive to the 
members of the pale. One for granting the queen 
a new impoſt upon wines, which they exclaimed 
againſt as an oppreſſive innovation; the other, a 
bill for ſuſpenſion of Poynings's law, and autho- 
rizing all acts to be made in the preſent parliament, 
without being previouſly certified and tranſmitted, 
This was oppoſed with ſtill greater clamour, as an 
attempt againſt the very foundation of public ſecu- 
rity; to deliver up the realm at once to the mercy 
of a viceroy, who thus, with the aſſiſtance of his 
Engliſh burgeſſes, might enact ſuch laws without 


deſtine purpoſes. Hooker, burgeſs of Athunree, 
to whom we are indebted for theſe particulars, had 
lately accompanied Sir Peter Carew into Ireland, 
who came to recover the barony of Hidrone, in 
the County of Catherlow, and other lands granted 
to his anceſtors, but abandoned by them, and poſ- 
ſefled for ſome centuries by the old natives. He 
was a member of the Engliſh parliament, and ac- 
quainted with the order and uſage of its proceedings; 
of conſequence ſcandalized at the tumult and irregu- 
larity of the Iriſh commons. He encountered Barne- 
wal and his party with zeal; reproached them with 
ingratitude both to the queen and her deputy; ex- 
poſed the unreaſonableneſs of their ſuſpicions with 
reſpect to the ſuſpenſion of Poynings's act, mani- 
feſtly intended for their honour and advantage, to 


to 
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or to make immediate proviſion for the public ne- 
te eſſities. As to the new duties upon wine, he de- 
cared that the queen might impoſe them by her 
d, own prerogative, although ſhe had condeſcended to 
ſt Wreccive them from their duty and affection. This 
d doctrine was familiar in England; but among the 
Iriſm ſubjects, who conſidered only the principles 
t, Wof the ancient conſtitution, and were neither daz- 
Izled by the ſplendor of a court, nor terrified by 
the peremptory deciſions of an imperious monarch, 
lit raiſed a flame fo violent, that the aſſembly was 
adjourned in confuſion, and Hooker guarded to his 
houſe, to prevent any outrage. . 
E A rew days, however, and the interpoſition of 
Wicmperate adviſers, ſo far allayed the violence of 
Jontending parties, that they conſented to proceed 
Jen the public buſineſs. The bill of ſubſidy was 
frſt received and paſſed, with an encomium on the lr. Stat. 
queen for delivering the realm from the grievous 3g. . 
Jexaction of coyne and livery; and on the deputyc. 1. 
for the vigour and integrity of his adminiſtration. 
The lands of ſome delinquents formerly attainted 
vere confirmed to the crown; and ſome ſtatutes 
made to prevent the diforders arifing from idle re- 
tainers, and prohibiting the lords of the realm from 
foſtering with the Iriſh. After a ſhort prorogation 
che bill for ſuſpenſion of Poynings's law was enacted: 
but to allay the jealouſies and ſuſpicions, raiſed by Sell. 3. 
the leaders of the oppoſition, it was afterwards pro- © 1. 
vided by a particular ſtatute, that no bill ſhould _ 
ever be certified into England for the repeal or ſfuſ- ' 
penſion of this law, until it had been firſt agreed 
on by a majority of lords and commons in the Iriſh 
parliament. The third ſeſſion began with an act 
tor the attainder of the late John ONial. It enu- 
merates all his acts of outrage and rebellion, and, 
to expoſe the futility of the pretences of this family 
to any ſovereignty in Ireland, explains the queen's 
title to the regal authority in this kingdom, in a 
R 3 long 
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long hiſtorical detail from Gurmonde, ſon to king 
— 


Belinus. Together with the attainder of Jo 


ONial, it enacts, that the name of the O'Nial, with 
all the ceremonies of his creation, ſhall be extin. 

iſned and aboliſhed, and that whoever ſhall af. 
ume the title, ſhall ſuffer the penalties of high. 
treaſon. It declares all Ulſter to be exempt from 
the rule and authority of O'Nial, and veſts the 
lands of John and his adherents for ever in the 
crown: with a particular proviſion however in fa. 
vour of Tirlough Lynnogh, and his followers, that 
they may be pardoned in confequence of their du- 


tiful ſubmiſſion, and veſted with ſome portions of 


their country to be held by Engliſh tenure. By 
another ſtatute it was enacted, that no perſon ſhould 
aſſume the name or authority of chieftain, or cap- 
tain of his country, in any territory now made, or 


| hereafter to be made ſhire-ground, but by letters 


patent from the crown. The chancellor was em- 
powered to appoint commiſſioners for viewing all 
territories not reduced to Engliſh counties; and the 
deputy authorized, on their certificate, to divide 


them into ſhires. In the fourth ſeſſion of this par- 


and council were empowered to 


in conſequence of the abuſes obſerved in theſe pro- 
vinces, © in admitting unworthy perſons to eccleſi- 


lament, the act for the impoſt upon wines was at 


length received; and one more ftatute relative to 


the reformation of the common weal ſeems not un- 
worthy of notice; by which the chief governor 

t letters patent, 
whereby all thoſe of Iriſh or of the te Eng- 
liſh race, who were diſpoſed to ſurrender their lands, 
might be again inveſted with them, fa as to hold 
them of the crown by Engliſh tenure. 

Wrru reſpect to religion, the moſt remarkable 
proviſion made was that of the fourth ſeſſion, where- 
by the governor was authoriſed to preſent to the 
dignities of Munſter and Connaught for ten years, 


« aſtical dignities, without lawfulneſs of birth, learn- 


ing, 
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« ing, Engliſh habit, or Engliſh language, de- 


4 ſcended of unchaſte and unmarried abbots, 2 
| & ors, deans, and chaunters, and obtaining their 


« dignities by force, ſimony, or other corrupt 
« meang.” In the catalogue of bills tranfmitted 
under the ſeal of England, previous ta the 
meeting of this parliament, we find the two firſt en- 


| titled, an act for the reparation of parochial church- 


| es, and an act for the erection of free. ſchools. They? N 


\ 637 


latter was not obtained until the fifth ſeflion. But, 
c 

of a powerful oppoſition to every ſcheme for 
* the reformed religion, the former, far and 
reaſonable as its purpoſe appears, was either not 
received, or rejected. The ſame fate attended ano- 
ther certiſied bill, entitled, an act for confirmation 


ef certain acts paſſed in the realm of England. 
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3 II. 


Progreſs in the civil Refermation of Ireland, imperfecl. 


— Cauſes retaruing it —Inſurrettions —Sir Edmund 


Butler attacked by Carew. —Haſtilities of Fames 
Fitz Maurice. —-His vanity.—-His dependence en 
Rome and Spain. — Earl of Ormond quiets the queen 
fears. — Aſſiſts Sydney in the pacification of Munſter, 
lis brothers ſubmit.—T he earls of Clancarthy 
and Thomond terrified from their intentions to rebel, 
Are pardoned. — Prattices of Fitz-Maurice un- 
fucceſsful. He ſubmits to Sir Fohn Perrot. — Afti- 
vity and ſucceſs of this provincial governor, —Fitz- 
William lord deputy.—Scheme of plantation in Ire- 
land formed by Sir Thomas Smith.— Aſſaſſination of 
his ſon.— Project of Walter, earl of Eſſex. —Sir 
Wilkam Fitz-Milliam jealous of this lord. His ill 
ſucceſs —Secret prattices of the earl of Leiceſter. — 
Eſſex aetained in Ireland Return of the earl of 


Deſmond and his brother.--They eſcape into the South. 


Letter of the pope to encourage inſurrections, in- 
tercepted.— Eſſex affiſts the deputy. —Inſurgents re- 
preſſed and quieted. — Eſſex returns to the purſuit of 
his plantations —Harraſſed by his enemies. — Dies 
of vexation.—Leicefter ſuſpected of cauſing him to 
be poiſoned —Sir Henry Sydney returns to the go- 
verument.—His ſucceſs. — Drury, lord prefident of 
Munſter — His aaventure at Tralee.—Sydney's pro- 
ject of a compoſition, —attended with general and 
violent diſcontent —Complaints againſt his deſign, — 
how received by the queen. Iriſb petitioners treated 
with ſeverity. —Reſult of this conteſt — Sydney refigns 
his government.—-Elizabeth's foreign enemies. 
Their deſigns on Ireland. Practices of Stukely and 
Fitz-Mowrice in Rome and Spain. — Bull in favour 


of Fitz-Maurice —Zeal of Saunders and Allen. — 


Preparations 


* "= " 
a . : 
—_—_ n 3 ö 3 Fr B 
p _— ? * : N > en . 2 
. 4 * — „„ 9 q * . e 5 Roe "4 ny 
* 4 p 8 F * „ 2 W Pe. r * "I 
* , 46 * * a . Ly» * a * oh r ITS W s 
i hs» I 2 $ 4% Y _— 7 * 
er . ee . 5 
1 2 =. > * 
. „ Nr | "| * 2 = ow 


— 


3 . — AN ©3 22 goo 


- 
> 
8 
b 


; 
£ 


x ELIZABETH. 


Preparations againſt invaſion. —Death of Stukely. 
Deſcent of Fitz-Maurice and his Spaniards on Smer- 
wick. Duplicity of the earl of Deſmond. —Horrid 


Maurice. Expedition of Drury.—Succeſs of Malby. 
Diſimulation and boſtilities of Deſmond, —Pelham 
chief governor, —Deſmond proclaimed a traitor, — 
His inſolent meſſage to Pelham. —Miſeries of his 
dependents.---Severities of the royal army.---Deſmond's 
offers of ſubmiſſion rejected. Lord Grey chief go- 
vernor. Fatal action at Glendalagh.—Troops ar- 
rive from Spain. — Surrender and execution of their 
garriſon, —Inſurrefions.—-Conſpiracy againſt lord 
Grey. His government odious.--Rigour of the queen's 
officers —Fobn of Deſmond killed —Deſperate ftate 
of the earl of Deſmond. — Manner of his death. 


John O'Nial and his aſſociates, more than half of 


8 Ulſter was veſted in the queen, to be diſpoſed of 
as might be deemed moſt expedient for the intereſt 952i. 
and ſecurity of her government. The power and 
extortions of the great Iriſh chieftains were declared 
illegal, and the inferiors directed to acknowledge 
no authority but that of the throne of England. 


By virtue of the power veſted in the lord deputy, 


tue diſtrict called Annaly was reduced to an Engliſh | 
county; and the province of Connaught divided 
into fix, Clare (containing Thomond, now ad- 


jadged to belong to Connaught) Galway, Sligo, 
Leitrim, Mayo, Roſcommon : and thus was a field 


opened for the extenſion of the Engliſh law. But 


the defects of theſe proceedings are diſtinctly noted 
by air John Davis. Though Connaught was thus 
dvided, yet Sydney ſent no juſtices of aſſiae = 
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LR the proceedings of the parliament, con- 4. 5 
| vened by Sir Henry Sydney, it appears that, 563. 
no inconfiderable progreſs was by this time made in 
the Reformation of Ireland. By the attainder of 
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| houſes were poſſeſſed by the clergy, and three Nor. 


laws, are principally to be imputed not to any want 


Ireland had not been yet reduced to ſuch a ftate, 
as might admit a regular eſtabliſhment of civility 
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this province: But Sir Edward Fitton, ſtationed 
there as lord preſident, governed, in what the au- 
thor calls a courſe of diſcretion, partly martial, and 
partly civil. The law for aboliſhing Iriſh chief. 
tainries, in a great meaſure defeated its own pur. 
oſe; by excepting ſuch as ſhould be granted by 
ers patent, which were found by experience to 

be too eaſily obtained; and though the lands of 
Ulſter were declared to be forfeited to the crown, 
yet no immediate ſeizure was made, but the Iriſh 
ſtill permitted to enjoy them without duty or ac- 
knowledgment : ſo that even the abbey lands and 


thern biſhopricks, thoſe of Clogher, Derry, and 


Raphoe, were till granted by the pope without 
controul. 5 : | 


Bur the defects obſerved in the execution of thoſe 


of vigour and penetration in the governor, but to 
thoſe pe al commotions, which ſhewed that 


and rational polity. Thoſe, whom the revival of 
the Engliſh power in Ireland had tempted into this 
kingdom, came with the moſt unfavourable preju- 
dices againſt the old natives; whom they were in- 
tereſted to repreſent (both thoſe of the Iriſh and the 
old Engliſh race) as dangerous and diſaffected. The 
natives were provoked at the partiality ſhewn to 
theſe infolent adventurers : they were treated like 
aliens and enemies (as the annalift of Elizabeth 
repeatedly obſerves) and excluded with contemp- 
tyous inſolence from every office of truſt and honour, 
it is therefore natural to find them not always zea- 
louſly affected to the adminiſtration of government. 
The leſs civilized, who had been accuſtomed to 
oppreſs their inferiors, and to ſupport their barba- 
rous ſtate by tyranny and extortion, were impati- 
ent of every attempt to introduce a ſyſtem 4 


te ignorant were readily 


and equity. The partizans of Rome abhor- 
* hardened and abandoned enemies to the 
faith: and as the pope had juſt now fulminated 
his ſentence of excommunication againſt Elizabeth, 
prepoſſeſſed againſt an 
uſurper, depoſed by her ſpiritual ſovereign, and 


# conſigned to perdition. Nor doth it appear that 


the operation of thoſe principles of diſaffection 
was at all controuled by — entruſted with the 
inferior offices of adminiſtration in Ireland; or that 
their conduct was duly temperate, equitable, and 
conciliating. | | 

Even during the meeting of his parliament, Syd- 
ney was alarmed by dangerous commotions in the 
South. Sir Edmund Butler, by his conduct in the 
Houſe of Commons, had become peculiarly obnoxi- 
ous to the deputy, who inveighed againſt him with 
more warmth than prudence, affected to aſcribe his 


conduct to difloyalty, and even denounced ſome 


menaces againſt him. Butler, in the pride of pow- 
er and family, was little careful to conceal his re- 
ſentments ; and on returning to his own country, 
where he was encompaſſed by his dependents, he 
was ſo blinded by his paſſions, as to juſtify the 
ſuſpicions expreſſed by Sydney, and to ruſh into a 


lawleſs defiance of his government. The claims 
of Sin Peter Carew extended to ſome of his lands; 


he had obtained a ſentence in his favour, and at- 
tempted to take poſſeſſion : Butler armed his fol- 


lowers, and repelled the intruder. Several of his 


neighbours had been harraſſed by his lawleſs vio- 
| lence; they complained to the deputy ; commiſ- 
ers were appointed to hear their cauſe ; Butler 
alledged that no juſtice could be expected from his 
mortal enemy, and diſdained to appear before them. 
This infolence was the more alarming, as intelli- 
gence had been received that the king of Spain was 
Practiſing in Ireland by his agent, Juan Mendoza, 
to excite inſurrections; and that James Fitz Mau- 
| rice, 
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rice, brother to the earl of Deſmond, with others 
of the Geraldines of Munfter, provoked at the im. 
priſonment of the ear] and his brother John, and 
affecting an extraordinary zeal for the Romiſh com. 
munion, had taken arms againſt an heretical go. 
vernment, ſeduced the earl of Clancarthy into re. 
bellion, were buſily practiſing with other lords, 
and had ſent their emiffaries to the king of Spain, 
to deſire aſſiſtance. Butler was ſaid to have united 
with theſe inveterate enemies of his houſe ; Sir 


Peter Carew, who now commanded at Leighlin, 


was ordered to reduce him, and engaged in this 
ſervice with particular alacrity. 
Hz ſtormed one of his caſtles and ravaged his 


lands. At Kilkenny he was informed that a party 


of the Butlers was collected at ſome diſtance from 
the town. They ſeem to have aſſembled implicitly 
at the command of their leader, as was uſual in 
Ireland, and poſſibly were not appriſed of his delin- 
quency, or of his traiterous defigns : for they took 
their ſtation careleſsly and ſecurely, without diſco- 
vering any intentions of annoying the town. Carew 
however determined to confider them as rebels; 
and leading his garriſon againſt them, at one vigo- 
rous and unexpected onſet put them to flight, and 
purſued them with terrible execution. Hooker de- 
{cribes his patron, marching with an inconſiderable 
body, attacking two thouſand men, completely 
armed, and drawn up in military zrray, killing 
four hundred of their number, and this without 


the loſs of one man; a circumſtance which confutes 


his account, and ſhews that the party he attacked 
neither expected nor were prepared for hoſtilities : 
and the author incautiouſly confeſſes, that the citi- 
zens of Kilkenny were ſtricken with horror at the 
carnage, inſtead of exulting in the defeat of an 
enemy. | 
AnD now James Fitz-Maurice and his riotous 


# followers were prepared to take the field. With 


more 


more of brutal violence than real force, they poured 


$ down from their haunts, and in the firſt place in- 
- WW vetted the city of Kilkenny. The valour and con- 
duct of the garriſon, and the zealous ſervices of 


| the citizens, eaſily repelled the efforts of theſe wild 
| invaders, and obliged them to turn their fury on the 
adjacent villages and open country. They ravaged 
| ſpoiled, and murdered; and fo widely did they 
| ſpread their outrages, even through ſeveral of the 
| moſt civilized diſtricts, and fo little oppoſition did 
they encounter, that their vain-glorious leader con- 
ceived, that the extirpation of the Engliſh power 
vas reſerved for his valour. He practiſed with the 
earl of Thomond, and prevailed on him to eſpouſe 
his cauſe; he ſent to Tirlough O'Nial, and preſſed 
him to engage the Scottiſh forces in his pay, and to 
make a diverſion on the Northern borders of the 
pale. At the ſame time he diſpatched new meflen- 
gers to the courts of Rome and Spain, with aſſu- 
rances that the enemies of Elizabeth were now riſen 
in every part of Ireland, that their efforts had been 
already attended with conſiderable ſucceſs, and that 
ſome foreign aid only was required, to root out all 
the adverſaries of the holy ice. 
Tux alarm of this inſurrection was greater than 
the real danger. The earl of Ormond, who re- 
| fided at the court of England, laboured to quiet 
the apprehenfions of the queen; offered his own 
| ſervices to reſtore the tranquillity of Munſter, and 
| expreſſed his confidence that he ſhould at leaſt be 
able to reduce his brother to a juſt ſenſe of his duty 
and allegiance. He was ſent into Ireland for this 
purpoſe, and found the lord deputy already em- 
| Ployed againſt the inſurgents of the South. He 
eafily prevailed on Sir Edmund Butler, before he 
had as yet proceeded to any enormous acts of re- 
bellion, to appear before the deputy at Limerick ; 
and although he contrived to eſcape from the du- 
rance to which he was committed, yet he and _ 
Other 
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other brothers of the earl were again prevailed on 
to refign themſelves to juſtice. Fitz-Maurice, in 
the mean time, fled, with his aſſociates, at the ap. 
pearance of the deputy and his forces, and lay con. 
cealed in his ſecret haunts, until the enemy ſhould 
retire; an artifice learned from the old natives. 
A progreſs made by Sydney through the Southern 
and Weſtern provinces, ſerved to encourage the 
well affected, and to terrify the enemies of govern. 
ment. Many of the moſt confiderable rank in 
Munſter, renewed their aſſurances of loyalty, and 
aſſociated againſt the rebels. Their favourers were 
thus terrified, and thoſe, who had not yet proceed. 
ed to any violent outrages, reſolved to make their 
Rot. Can, PEACE by a timely ſubmiſſion. The earl of Clan- 
H. 13. Carthy ſurrendered himſelf to Gilbert, an Engliſh 
Eliz. officer, appointed to command in Munſter ; was re- 
mitted to Sydney, and by a moſt humiliating ſub- 
miſſion before the council, and ſurrendering hlłs fon 

as hoſtage for his fidelity, obtained his 
The earl of Thomond alſo quickly repented of his 
engagements, to which he had been provoked by 
; the inſolence and auſterity of Sir Edward Fitton's 
Hooker. government in Connaught. Ormond, on his firſt 
de complaints againſt Fitton, had been ſent to treat 
Lamb. with him, and to accommodate their differences; 
but quickly found he was to proceed by force a- 
Camb. gainſt a rebel. The very firſt commencement of 
Foftilities ſo terrified Thomond, that he fled to 
France, where he had the fortune to recom- 
mend himſelf to Norris, the Engliſh ambaſſador, 
and, by his mediation with the queen, obtained a 


Non did Fitz-Maurice find his practices in Ul- 
ſter attended with better ſucceſs. Tirlough, the 
chieftain of Tirowen, had indeed been fo far ſedu- 
ced by his preſſing inſtances, that with the aſſiſtance 
of ſome Scottiſh troops whom he engaged in his 
ſervice, he prepared to invade he Northern * 
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but, when juſt on the point of executing his futile 
purpoſe, an accidental wound well nigh deprived 
him of his life. His danger at once raiſed the ut- 
moſt confuſion in Tirowen; factions were already 
formed, and conteſts commenced about the — 
fion to the chieftainry. The Scots diſperſed for 
want of pay; and Tirlough, on his recovery, find- 
ing himſelf abandoned, was forced to ſubmit to 
the lord deputy. In Leinſter, the enemies of go- 
vernment were quelled and terrified by the queen's 
forces; ſo that the inſurgents of the South were 
left without aſſiſtance or ſupport, to maintain their 
| own precipitate rebellion. To complete their con- 
fuſion, Sir John Perrot was appointed preſident of 
| Munſter, an auſtere, ſpirited, and vigorous officer. 
| He was ſuppoſed to be the natural ſon of Henry 
| the eighth; and inherited a full portion of the 
| pride, fire, and inflexibility of this monarch. He 
{ purſued the rebels with a paſſionate indignation , 
ſtorming their forts, and chafing them from their 
haunts, without reſpite ; until Fitz-Maurice, v. ith 
ſome of his adherents, worn out with toil, famine, 
and terror, were compelled to caſt themſel es at 
his feet. The inferior agents in this inſurrection 
were inſtantly condemned to all the rigours of 
martial law : Their leader, who was moſt cu: able, 
was reſerved for the queen's diſpoſal. 

From ſuppreſſing the rebellion, Perrot proceed- 
ed vigorouſly to the complete pa ification of Mun- 
ſter. The diſcontented were terrifi-d by his ſeve- 
rity; the well- affected crowded to their protector, 
and tendered their ſervices for extinguiſhing every 
remaining ſpark of commotion. He held his courts 

in different quarters; heard and redreſſed 7rievan-Hooker. 

ces; enforced a ſtrict execution of Engliſh law, and 

1 exact adherence 32 order and manners; 
0 as to give an unuſual appearance of peace, in- 
duſtry, and civility to the . 4 Such 

vas the confidence of the queen in the abilities l 
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this officer, that on his firſt appointment to the 


to look abroad for foreign ſettlements, Sir Tho- 


on the eaſtern part of Ulſter, which by its ſituation 
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command of that part of Ireland which ſeemeq 
moſt expoſed to danger, Sir Henry Sydney wa 
permitted to return to England, and the govern. 
ment entruſted to his brother, Sir William Fitz. 


William: and ſuch were the hopes conceived from "© 
the ſuppreſſion of the late commotions, that ney WW 55 
projects were formed in England for the improve. , 
ment of the ſtate of Ireland, and 2 for eſta. P 
bliſhing a plantation of Engliſh ſettlers in thoſe WW G 
parts of Ulſter which had been forfeited or refign. N 
ed to the crown. | 
AT a time when it became a prevailing faſhion F 


mas Smith, ſecretary to the queen, firſt conceived 
the deſign of providing for his natural fon by a 
grant of Iriſh lands. This youth was commiſſioned 
to tranſport a colony into a peninſula called Ardes, 


ſeemed eaſily defenſible. Lands were aſſigned to 
his followers at the rent of one penny by the acre, 
to every footman one hundred and twenty, to each 
horſeman one hundred and forty acres. The colony 
was tranſported with the faireſt hopes of ſucceſs; 
when in an inſtant the whole deſign was defeated 
by the aſſaſſination of young Smith, who fell by 
the treachery of one of the O'Nials. | 
Axorhrx adventurer of higher character, not 
deterred by this accident, formed a ſcheme of a 
more powerful and extenſive colony. On the re- 
port of ſome commotions in that part of Ulſter, 
called Clan-huboy, Walter Devereux, lately creat- 
ed earl of Eſſex, tendered his ſervices for reducing 
this diſtri, and planting it with Engliſh ſettlers. 
It was readily agreed that he ſhould be inveſted 
with a moiety of the country to be thus planted; 
that one thouſand two hundred forces ſhould be 
maintained and fortifications raiſed at the joint ex- 
pence of the queen and earl; 3 
W 
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who ſhould voluntarily engage in this expedition 
for two years, ſhould receive a grant of four hun- 
dred acres of land; every footman, a grant of two 
hundred, at a rent of two pence by the acre; 


that the earl ſhould be commander in chief for ſe- 


ven years, and in concurrence with the crown, con- 
| tinue the plantation until a thouſand Engliſh inha- 
bitants ſhould be ſettled on each moiety. Eſſex 
| prepared for this expedition with ſuch fanguine 
| hopes, that he mortgaged his eftate to the queen 
for ten thouſand pounds. The lords Dacre and 
Rich, Sir Henry Knowles and his four brothers, 
three ſons of lord Norris, and other Engliſhmen of 
diſtinction conſented to attend him. 

PFrrz-WIILIAu, who naturally foreſaw that the 
preſence of a nobleman inveſted with an indepen- 
dent authority, and attended with a conſiderable 
force, muſt neceſſarily leſſen his conſequence and 
dignity, remonſtrated warmly againſt the impro- 
priety of this commiſſion granted to the earl; and 


the unſeaſonable attempt to form a new ſettlement 


in Ulſter, which he repreſented to be in a ſtate of 


violent commotion. But the enemies of Eſſex who 


had contrived to practiſe on his enterprizing tem- 
per, and encouraged him to this undertaking, were 
| folicitous to remove him from the Engliſh court. 


Of theſe the favourite Leiceſter was chief; and he 
eaſily prevailed on the queen to quiet the jealouſy 
of Fitz-William, by conſenting that Eſſex ſhould 


receive his commiſſion from the lord deputy of Ire- 


land, fo as to act apparently under his authority. A. D. 
But this commiſſion was affectedly delayed; fo that! 573 · 


When the earl landed with his troop, the Northren 
natives, notwithſtanding their fair promiſes of aſſiſ- 
tance and ſupport, quickly learned to deſpiſe his 


numbers; and received ſecret intimations that they 


might oppoſe him with impunity. Brian Mac-Phe- 
lim, a confiderable chieftain of the ſept of O'Nial, 
Hugh, fon to Matthew earl of Dungannon, and 

Vor. II. 8 | Tirlough 
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Tirlough the Iriſh lord of Tirowen, united againg iſ 
him, and harraſſed his forces by perpetual ſkir. 
miſhes after the manner of their country. It now 
appeared that his embarkation had been too long 
delayed, the ſoldiers furniſhed by the queen, il]. 
choſen and ineffective, their proviſions tardily ſup. 
plied, and in quality unſound. His noble affociate 
quickly repented of an adventure thus ſecretly iſ 
counteracted, and on various pretences withdrey i 
themſelves one by one, into their native country, 

5 


. 


Eſſex pathetically repreſented to the queen the dif. 
treſſes of his ſituation; and was on the point of 
being recalled, when his enemies found new pre. 
tences for detaining him in Ireland. 1 
Tux adminiſtration of Fitz- William had been 
diſturbed by various petty commotions. In Lein- 
ſter, beſides the unceafing turbulence of the 
O' Moores, the reſentment of a chieftain of the old 
ſept of Mac-Murchad had produced conſiderable 
diforders. He had taken arms to revenge ſome 
—_— committed by his neighbours, and defeated 
a body of the men of Wexford, who had iſſued 
out to oppoſe him. In Connaught the ſons of the 
earl of Clanricarde, provoked at the auſterity of 
Sir Edward Fitton, roſe in rebellion“, and although 
their father freely offered his ſervices to reduce 
them to obedience, he proved unſucceſsful or in- 
fincere in his attempts. And what was till more 
alarming, the province of Munſter, where Perrot 
laboured with the utmoſt diligence to eſtabliſh an 
effectual reformation, was again threatend with 
on dangerous 
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80 entirely degenerate were theſe ſpurious children of 
the earl, and their clans, that their averſion for the Engliſh 
exceeded that of the moſt inveterate of the old natives. In 
the rage of their inſurrection they ſet fire to the town of 
Athunree, where ſome forces of the ſtate had been uſually 
ſtationed. One of them was reminded to ſpare the church, a5 
his mother lay interred in it. Were ſhe there alive, ſaid 
the ſavage, © I ſhould burn her, church and all, rather than 
_ ** ſuffer any Engliſh churl ever to poſſeſs the place.” Cox. 
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nt WW dangerous commotions. The earl of Deſmond and 
ir. his brother, who had been fo long detained prifon- 
ers in England, were at length remitted to the chief 


governor at Dublin, there to reſide as ſtate priſoners. 
The mayor of the city, to whoſe cuſtody they were 
committed, indulged them with ſuch liberty, that, 
under pretence of hunting, they contrived to eſcape 
into their own country, where they were received 
vith joy by their dependents, breathing vengeance 
for the ſeverities they had endured. To encreaſe the 
general alarm, by the 2 of Fitz-William, 
letters were intercepted from Rome, addreſſed to 
the Iriſh natives, wherein the pope earneſtly ex- 

© horted them to perſevere in their oppoſition to the gun. 
© queen's government, with aſſurance of being ſup- ' 
© plied with money and troops, and promiſe of ab- 
© ſolution to themſelves and their poſterity to the 


. r =s 


7 


e 

third generation. 

e In this time of danger and apprehenſion, the 

1 2 was eaſily perſuaded by the enemies of Eſ- Camden. 
| ſex to command that he ſhould ſtay in Ireland, and 


& affift her lord deputy againſt the enemies of go- 
vernment. Brian Mac-Murchad was oppoſed in the 
field, and till more effectually wrought upon by 
kindneſs, ſo that he conſented to lay down his arms; 
and perſevered in his attachment to the crown with 
and unuſual zeal and fincerity. To Sir Peter Carew, 
who had reclaimed him, he was ſo tenderly and af- 
fectionately devoted, that on the death of his belov- Ne 
loved friend and patron, the good-natured Iriſhman ; 
pined with grief and died. The ſons of Clanricarde 
alſo were reduced and pardoned; and the queen 
was fo perſuaded of the juſtneſs of their complaints 
againft Sir Edward Fitton, that ſhe ſoon after re- 
moved him from the prefidency of Connaught. 
Deſmond, the moſt dangerous inſurgent who had 
collected his affociates and prepared for rebellion, 
was vigorouſly purſued by the earls of Eſſex and 
Kildare, and cbliged for the preſent to m— 
S 2 
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his deſign, and to renew his engagements of ſub. 
miſſion and allegiance. 

Ess Ex now returned to the proſecution of his 
ſchemes in Ulfter* : where the turbulence and per. 
fidiouſneſs of the Iriſh, and the inſidious practices 
of Leiceſter and his partizans, involved him in a 
ſeries of perplexities. When he had been wearied 
into a reſignation of his authority, he was com- 
manded to reſume it: when he had reſumed it, and 
for a while proceeded with ſucceſs, he was again 
ordered to reſign it. When he had at length ob- 
tained permiſſion to return to England, he was a- 
gain remanded into Ireland, with the infignificant 
title of earl marſhal of this country. Here vexa- 


tion and diſappointment ſoon put an end to his life, 


which involved Leiceſter in the ſuſpicion of having 
cauſed this unhappy nobleman to be poiſoned ; a 
ſuſpicion which he himſelf encreaſed by haftily mar- 
rying the counteſs of Eſſex. 


* The Iriſh manuſcript annals of this reign, mention a very 
diſhonourable tranſaction of this lord, on his return to Ulſter, 
It is here given in a literal tranſlation from the Iriſh, with 
which the author was favoured by Mr. O'Connor. Anno 
1574. ** A ſolemn peace and concord was made between the 
« earl of Eſſex and Felim O'Nial. However, at a feaſt 
© wherein the earl entertained that chieſtain, and at the end 


of their good cheer, O'Nial with his wife were ſeized; 


* their friends who attended were put to the ſword before 
their faces. Felim, together with his wife and brother, 
«© were conveyed to Dublin, where they were cut up in quar- 
ters. This execution gave univerſal diſcontent and horror.” 
In like manner, theſe annals aſſure us, that a few years af- 
ter, the Iriſh chieftains of the King's and Queen's county 
were invited by the Engliſh to a treaty of accommodation. 
But when they arrived at the place of conference, they were 
inſtantly ſurrounded by troops, and all butchered on the ſpot. 
Such relations would be more ſuſpicious, if theſe annals 
in general expreſſed great virulence againſt the Engliſh and 
their government. But they do not appear to differ eſſentially 
from the printed hiſtories, except in the minuteneſs with which 
they record the local tranſactions and adventures of the Iriſh : 
and ſometimes they expreſsly condemn their countrymen, for 
their rebellions againſt their prince. 
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In the mean time the repeated inſtances of Sir 
William Fitz- William, to be relieved from the bur- 
den of his Iriſh government, ſo wrought upon the 
queen, that ſhe determined once again to entruſt 
the management of this diſordered county to the 
abilities and experience of Sir Henry Sydney. Sen- 


ſible of the complicated difficulties attending the 


execution of this office, and diſguſted at the cold- 
neſs with which his former ſervices had been re- 
ceived, he would gladly have declined the charge : 


but to conquer his reluctance, he was inveſted with 


the moſt honourable and extenſive powers, and aſ- 
ſured of an annual remittance of twenty thouſand 
pounds, in aid of the ordinary revenues of Ireland. 


On his landing, to re- aſſume the adminiſtration of * 
this realm, a plague, which raged through the Eng- 15 


liſh pale, prevented him from repairing to the ſeat 
of government, and advices received of various 
diſorders in the North, and particularly of the tur- 
bulence which the Scottiſn ſettlers had diſcovered, 
and their hoſtile attempts againſt the Engliſh gar- 
riſon of Carrickfergus, determined him to march 
into the province of Ulſter. His preſence was ſuf- 
ficient to ſuppreſs all commotion : and in a circuit 
which he continued through the ſeveral provinces, 

with a force conſiſting only of fix hundred men, 


without drawing a ſword, or encountering the leaft 


danger, he ſuppreſſed all thoſe petty brawls, which 
report uſually magnified into deſperate rebellions ; 
adminiſtered juſtice, and executed the laws, even 


with ſeverity. The ſuſpe&ed lords of the old Eng- 


liſh race, and ſeveral of the Iriſh chieftains attend- 


ed him with the moſt zealous expreſſions of loyalty 
and attachment. The delinquent ſons of the earl 
of Clanricarde werethe only perſons who preſumed 
to break out into new extravagances, on his depar- 
ture from their province; but on his ſecond ſudden 
expedition into Connaught, they fled to their 
Woods, their caſtles were taken, and their father, 
7 who 
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who was ſuſpected of favouring their rebellion, Was 
committed to cloſe cuſtody. 


MBerwick ; and in this new ſtation he ſeemed 
determ to tread in the ſteps of his predeceſſor. 
He held his courts regularly, adminiſtered juſtice 
impartially, enforced a ftri& obſervance of Engliſh 
manners, and a dutiful ſubmiſſion to Engliſh law. 
The county palatine of Kerry, was now the only 
part of Munſter, in which malefactors found any 
refuge. Edward the third had granted the royal, 
ties of this county to the earl of Deſmond : but 
Drury, without regard to ancient patents, deter- 
mined to extend his juriſdiction into Kerry. Deſ- 
mond pleaded the ancient privilege and exemption 
of his lands; but finding the lord preſident obſtinate 
in his purpoſe, reſerved himſelf for an appeal to the 
chief governor, affuring Drury in the mean time, 
that he ſhould be received in Kerry with all honour 
and ſubmiſſion, and inviting him to reſide at his 
houſe in Tralee. The invitation was accepted ; 
when on the arrival of Drury with a train of a hun- 
dred and twenty men in arms, a body of ſeven 
hundred followers of Deſmond, tall, active, and 
vigorous, appeared at ſome diftance, and advanced 
upon him. The prefident, unacquainted with the cul- 
toms of this diſtrict, and filled with the ſuſpicions 
and jealous prejudices of an Engliſh ſtranger, at 
once concluded that he had been betrayed, and was 
to be ſurrounded, and cut to pieces. He encou- 
raged his followers, to prevent this formidable ene- 
my, and to charge them without waiting to be at- 
tacked. The firſt onſet at once diſperſed the Deſ- 
monians; who, without attempting the leaſt 1 4 

ity, 
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lity, fled with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment and precipi- 
tation: and the counteſs of Deſmond was left to 
| explain this extraordinary incident. She affured 
the preſident that theſe men neither intended ngr 

ed hoſtilities ; that their flight was nog: the 
effect of cowardice, but amazement a uf, 
at being treated as enemies, when they had aß 


with hunting, in which the men of K 

remarkably expert and yigorous. Dri afﬀfectec 

| tobe ſatisfied with this explanation; and proceed 

to execute the laws within the liberties of the & 

of Deſmond, without controul or oppoſition. ** 
And now when the affairs of Munſter ſeemed Hooker. 

| happily compoſed ; when the De Burghos of Con- 

naught, who had repeated their inſurrection, were 

reduced and broken, the government of this pro- 

vince prudently adminiſtered by a new lord preſi- 

fident, Sir Nicholas Malby ; and the whole king- 

dom ſeemed to aſſume an appearance of tranquil- 

lity, new diſcontent aroſe, ſpread through the body 

of Iriſh ſubjects, and caſt a ſhade of popular odi- 

um on the adminiſtration of Sir Henry Sydney. 

Taz merit of a chief governor of Ireland, was A. D. 
in the Engliſh cabinet too often meaſured by the 575 
brilliant advantages he could procure to the crown, 
without the ſtricteſt attention to the circumſtances 
of thoſe whom he was ſent to govern ; which na- 
turally tempted him to overlook the neceſſities and 
diſtreſſes of the Iriſh ſubjects, and even their juſt 
rights, in his ſolicitude for the intereſt and ſervice 
of the crown. The enormous diſproportion between 
the revenue of Ireland, and the charge of main. 
taining the Engliſh power in this realm, was a 
conſtant ſuhje& of complaint in England; and Syd- 
ney juſtly conceived he could perform no more ac- 
ceptable ſervice, than that of alleviating the burden. 

It had been uſual, for many years, to impoſe * 
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the Engliſh diſtricts, a certain proportion of pro. 
viſions for the royal garriſons, and for the mainte. 
nance of the governor's houſhold. The principal 
inhabitants of each diſtrict attended the deputy and 
council, ſettled the rates to be paid, and conſented 
to a certain afſeſſment or contribution to defray the 
charge. Sydney conceived the deſign of converting 
this occafional ſubſidy into a regular and permanent 
revenue, by ſubſtituting a compoſition in place of 
the aſſeſſment, and exacting it from all the ſubjeds, 
He communicated his deſign to the court of Eng. 
land, and was encouraged to purſue it. He firf 
began by proclamation to diffolve thoſe liberties 
which had ever claimed an exemption from the an- 
_ cient charge of purveyance, or at leaſt to curtail the 
privileges of thoſe whoſe legality could not be im- 
peached ; and then proceeded to a general impoſi- 
tion of the new tax, by the mere authority of coun- 
cil, and by virtue of the queen's prerogative. 
_ A GENERAL and violent diſcontent was the im- 
mediate conſequence of this bold act of government. 
Not only thoſe whoſe liberties had been ſuppreſſed, 
but thoſe who had chearfully contributed to the 
aſſeſſment in its former mode, not only the ſecret]y 
diſaffected, but thoſe whoſe loyalty was above ſuſ- 
picion, were provoked at a tax fo unconſtitutional 
and oppreſſive, and united in a ſpirited remoſtrance 
to the lord deputy and council. Their numbers 
and their condition ſecured them a reſpectful au- 
dience. They complained of the arbitrary diſſo- 
lution of thoſe ancient liberties and privileges, which 
had been granted by royal patent, and enjoyed for 
ages; of a new, illegal, and oppreſſive tax, im- 
poſed, they knew not by what authority, and ex- 
acted with a ſeverity utterly intolerable : that for- 
merly indeed, they had of their own free will and 
benevolence concurred in an equitable and moderate 
aſſeſſment, which they now found converted into 
a percmptory impoſition, amounting to no leſs than 
ten 
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ten or twelve pounds upon every plow-land, a bur- 
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den intolerable to the ſubject: and, what was till 


more alarming, a burden impoſed contrary to all 


law and reaſon, They claimed the natural rights 
of freemen, and the privileges of the Engliſh con- 
ſtitution, and acknowledged no power of taxation 
but in the grand council of the realm : nor could 
they ſo ſhamefully betray the rights of Engliſh ſub- 


8 jects, as to ſubmit to any tax, to which they had 
not conſented by their repreſentatives, and freely 
granted in parliament to the public ſervice. 


SypNEy and his counſellors, after a deliberation 


of ſome days, replied, that as to the liberties diſ- 
E folved, theſe were ſuch as on the moſt attentive ex- 
amination of the public records, appeared to be in- 
valid or expired: as to the burden of the tax, her 
= majeſty was contented that it ſhould not exceed the 
rate of five marks on every plow-land : and as to 
its authority, that it was impoſed by the queen's 
& prerogative, which muſt not be impeached : and 
was further warranted by the conſtant uſage of oc- 


caſional aſſeſſments made by the chief governor 
and council, with the concurrence of the) nobili 

in the ſeveral counties, a uſage which had uniformly 
obtained even from the reign of Henry the fourth. 
So obvious was the diſtinction between the former 


aſſeſſment, and the preſent mode of compoſition; 


ſo novel and fo repugnant to every principle of law 


and juſtice did this doctrine of raifing money by 
{ prerogative, appear to the ſubjects of Ireland, and 
fo confident were the remonſtrants in the validity of 


their plea, that they humbly beſought the deputy's 
permiſſion to repair to the court of Elizabeth, there 
to lay their cauſe before her highneſs. Sydney, 


provoked and alarmed at this determined oppoſi- 
tion to his favourite ſcheme, coldly replied, that he 
| ſhould give no ſanction to this meaſure, nor yet 


reſtrain them from appealing to the queen. 
Oyro- 
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OvyosrT10Nn in a cauſe fo popular, gained daily 


acceſſions of ſtrength, and was animated by the 

public applauſe : the principal lords through al 

parts of the realm refuſed obedience to the edig 

of council, and enjoined their tenants and depen. 

dents by no means to pay the aſſeſſment. The in. 
habitants of the pale aſſembled, deliberated, and at 

length reſolved to entruſt their cauſe to three agents, 
eminent for their knowledge of the laws, and zeal. 

ous oppoſers of the preſent tax. They were ſent 

into England with letters to the queen and to the 

Engliſh council, ſigned by the lords Baltinglaſs, 

Delvin, Hoath, Trimbleſton, Bellew, Nangle, ſome 

of the families of Plunket and Nugent, with other 
diſtinguiſhed inhabitants of the counties of Meath 

and Dublin, in the names of all the ſubjects of the 

_ Engliſh pale. They complained of the grievance 

they ſuſtained by the tax, and that they had been 

denied redreſs by the lord deputy ; they urged the 
illegality and oppreſſive burden of the tax, and the 

various abuſes committed in the exaction of it. 

The agents appeared at the tngliſh court in firm 
confidence of ſucceſs, while Sydney had taken eſpe- 

cial care to poſſeſs both the queen and her council, 

with the moſt unfavourable opinion both of their 

Sydney's cauſe and characters. The matter was referred to 
Leit. the council, and there heard with prejudice and 
partiality. Four Iriſh lords now attendant on the 
court, Kildare, Ormond, Gormanſtown, and Dun- 

. fany, were ſummoned to attend, and their opinion 
demanded on the allegations of their countrymen. 
They declared that an aſſeſſment had been al- 
ways practiſed for maintenance of the queen's 

' garriſons, and the houſhold of her deputy ; and 
cautiouſly aveiding the point of prerogative, con- 
fined themſelves to the neceflities and condition 
of their countrymen, humbly pleaded the griev- 
ouſneſs of the preſent impoſition, and prayed 
that it might be moderated, Thus far the council 
Were 
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vere diſpoſed to ſatisfy the Iriſh ſubjects, and thus 
far the queen herſelf liſtened to their complaints 


with affected tenderneſs and compaſſion. She is 
| aid to have exclaimed, © Ah! how I fear left it 
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« be objected to us, as it was to Tiberius by Bato, Camd. 


| « concerning the Dalmatian commotions : You, 


« you it is that are in fault, who have committed your 


4 flocks not to ſhepherds but to wolves.” 


Bur this imperious princeſs gave ready ear to 
thoſe miniſters who recommended the maintenance 
of her prerogative. The Iriſh agents who had raſh- 
ly relied on the ſupport of law and juſtice were in- 
ſtantly committed to the Fleet, as contumacious 


oppoſers of the royal authority. The queen's let- Hooker. 


ters to Sir Henry Sydney and the Iriſh council, re- 
primanded them for not having immediately com- 
mitted and puniſhed thoſe who had preſumed to 
deny the legality of the preſent compoſition ; com- 
manding that all they who had ſubſcribed the ap- 
plication to the throne ſhould be ſummoned before 
them, and if they ſtill perſevered in impugning her 
prerogative, that they ſhould be committed to pri- 
fon until they acknowledged their offence. And 
while ſhe recommended moderation in the new aſ- 
ſeſſment, and a ſtrict attention to prevent all abuſes 
in the exaction of it, ſhe at the ſame time com- 
manded that thoſe of her ſervants and counſellors, 
learned in the law, who had been preſent at the ori- 
ginal complaint, and neglected to maintain her royal 
prerogative, ſhould be removed from their offices. 
SUCH appearance of ſeverity proved inſufficient 
to operate upon- the lords and gentlemen of the 
pale. They appeared before the council, and there 
peremptorily adhering to their former declarations, 
and denying the legality of any tax not regularly 
eſtabliſhed in parliament, were committed to cloſe 
durance in the caftle of Dublin. Their agents in 
England on a ſecond examination appeared equally 
determined; and therefore were removed W the 
leet 
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gave ſecurity to render themſelves before the lord 


the rage of indignation and reſentment fell on the 
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Fleet to the Tower; which implied that their of. MW act 
fence was conſidered as of a treaſonable nature. ſev: 
The whole body of Iriſh ſubjects was alarmed and to 
confounded at this rigor, which they imputed to hin 
the practices of Sydney, and whom of conſequence MW 
they loaded with the moſt virulent invectives. 
Their clamours were fo violent, as even to ſtartle 
the arbitrary queen and her obſequious counſellorg, 
They dreaded the conſequence of general diſcon. 
tent in a country which harboured ſo many ſecret 
enemies to government, and therefore cloſed their 
imperious denunciations of vengeance by accepting 
an equivocal ſubmiſſion from the Iriſh agents, who 
acknowledged that the manner of their application 
had been undutiful, but diſavowed all intention of 
impeaching the queen's juſt prerogative. They 


cor 


deputy, and were remitted to Ireland. Here they 
repeated their ſubmiſſion and were diſmiſſed: ſome 
of the confined lords and gentlemen regained their 
liberty by a like ſubmiſſion. Nor were the more 
ſpirited and obſtinate broken by any further ſeve. 
rity. Sydney was inſtructed to bring this violent 
and dangerous diſpute to ſome ſpeedy accommoda- 
tion: *a compoſition for purveyance was by the 
deputy and council, with the concurrence of the 
lords and gentlemen of the pale, ſettled for ſeven 
years; and the male-contents were diſcharged. All 


lord deputy. He was accuſed of wantonly alienat- We 
ing the affections of the Iriſh ſubjects; of ruling 
without temper, policy, or diſcretion; of laviſhing 
the revenue; of diſcouraging and deſpiſing the well- 
affected; of careleſsly or corruptly pardoning the 
moſt notorious rebels and offenders. Nor was 
Sydney inſenſible to the ſting of popular odium. 
He grew weary of a government, in which _ 

This appears from a letter written by the Engliſh council 
to the lords juſtices of Ireland, dated April 30, 1584. 


cn. 2. ELIZABETH. 


. act of adminiſtration was ſtrictly ſcrutinized, and 
e. ſeverely interpreted; and made prefling inſtances 
to the queen, that ſhe ſhould be pleaſed to recal 
Him. | 

ö : Tas concluſion of this diſpute, which ſo little 

| correſponded with that imperious violence firſt ex- 

| preſſed by the queen, is only to be explained by 
her apprehenfions of foreign enemies, and the in- 
| telligence now received from the continent. The 
mutual jealouſies and ſuſpicions which had long 


7 
14 
"ll 
. 
I 
a 
4 : 


ir ſubſiſted between Spain and England, had almoſt 
broken out into declared enmity, by the ſupport 
o MW which Elizabeth granted to the Netherlands. And 


the ſituation of Ireland pointed out an obvious 


n 

A WF method of retaliation to king Philip, that of fo- 
menting and aſſiſting the inſurrections of this coun- 
ry. At Rome the heretical queen of England was 


an object of horror and deteſtation; and every deſ- 


b perate fugitive, who could ſuggeſt any ſcheme of 
r annoying her, was received with favour and protec- 
e tion. There was an adventurer of Engliſh birth, 


named Thomas Stukely, whoſe vanity and falſe- Camg. 
hood had been detected in the reign of Edward 
the ſixth, and who had taken ſhelter in Ireland 
. from his misfortunes. Here his enterprizing ge- 
nius raiſed him to ſome degree of note; and 22 's 
he even contrived to infinuate himſelf into the af- T I 
fections of Sir Henry Sydney; but diſappointed in 
his expectations of being made ſeneſchal of Wex- 
ford, he reviled the queen, and fled to the conti- 
nent, with a determined averſion to Engliſh go- 
vernment, He arrived at Rome, the centre of 
conſpiracy againſt Elizabeth, where he was ca- 
reſſed by the Iriſh ecclefiaſtics, and introduced to 
the pope as a diſtinguiſhed friend to the catholic 
cauſe, To Pius the fifth he magnified the ſtrength 
and ſpirit of the enemies of Elizabeth in Ireland; 
and engaged, with the aſſiſtance of three thouſand 
Italians, to drive the Engliſh out of this kingiom. 
An 
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And although his project was not immediate fan 
adopted, yet by his addreſs and infinuation he ſoon ff pri 
wrought himſelf into the confidence of Gregor, i wa: 
the thirteenth, the ſucceeding pope ; to whom h nol 
artfully hinted the facility with which his fon, Ia aff 
como Boncompagno, might be eſtabliſhed king d an 
Ireland. The ambitious old man received the over. to 
ture with delight; practiſed with Spain, amuſe ff er 
Philip with hopes of burning the Engliſh fleet by il a | 
the addreſs and valour of Stukely, and of expelling if th 
Elizabeth from all her dominions, by firſt begin. WF A 
ning with the invaſion of Ireland. A body d 
eight hundred Italians was raiſed for this ſervice 
which Philip engaged to pay, and Stukely their lead. 
er embarked on his adventure laden with honour 
by the pope, who aſſumed the authority of creat 
ing him marquis of Leinſter, earl of Wexford and 
Carlow, viſcount Murrogh, and baron of Roſs. 
ANnoTHER Iriſh fugitive at the ſame time threat 
ened his country with another invaſion. James 
Fitz-Maurice, who had been reduced by Sir John 
Perrot, and for ſome time detained in priſon, 2 
length obtained his pardon from the queen, toge- 
ther with the brothers of the earl of Ormond. The 
Butlers repayed this lenity by a loyal attachment 
to her government. Fitz-Maurice retired to the 
continent with an unconquerable hatred of the 
queen, and an impatience for new diſorders. He 
repeatedly applied to the king of France, urging 
him to an invaſion of Ireland, and repreſenting the 
eaſe with which ſo conſiderable an acquiſition might 
be wrefted from Elizabeth. After two years of er- 
tion and diſappointment, the king diſmiſſed 
with contempt, adviſing him to make hi 
peace with Elizabeth, and promiſing to recom- 
mend him to the mercy of his good ſiſter. 
proceeded to Spain; and was there received with 
more attention. Philip ſent him to the pope 
Gregory was readily prevailed on by * 2 
| - Jamo 
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eh famous Engliſh eccleſiaſtic, and Allen, an Iriſh 
on prieft, to favour his defign of an invaſion. A bull Wilkins 
rr WY was drawn up, addreſſed to the prelates, princes, * * 
he WW nobles, and people of Ireland, exhorting them to _ ; 


[a WW affift Fitz-Maurice for the recovery of their liberty O Sulliv. 
o @ and the defence of the holy church; and promiſing t. II. I. iv. 
er. to all his adherents the ſame ſpiritual indulgences© 17 
ei granted to thoſe who fought againſt the Turks: 


a banner was ſolemnly conſecrated and delivered to 

this champion of the faith : and as Saunders and 

Allen both conſented to attend Fitz-Maurice into - 

Ireland, the former was inveſted with the dignity Camden. 

of legate. The conſpirators thus ftrengthened by 

the authority and benediction of the holy father, 

and furniſhed with ſome money, were ſent to king 

Philip, who was to ſupply the forces neceſſary for 

their enterprize. 
ELiZABETH was ſoon informed of theſe deſigns, 

and took the neceſſary meaſures to defeat them. 

Forces were prepared for the Iriſh ſervice, her 

| ſhips were ſtationed to guard the Iriſh coaſts ; and Hooker. 

| Sydney was at the ſame time inſtructed to quiet all 
internal diſorders, and to quell every remains of 

commotion in Ireland. But with reſpe& to Stuke- 

ley, the more formidable adventurer, her fears were 

ſoon allayed. He had embarked at Civita Vecchia, anden. 

and arrived at Portugal, at the mouth of the Ta- 

gus; at the time when Don Sebaſtian was invited 

into Africa by Mahomet, ſon of Abdalla, king of 

Fez. On explaining his defign, the king preſſed 

him firſt to join in the African expedition, pro- 

miſing, on their return, to attend him into Ireland. 

The king of Spain, who had by this time diſcover- 

ed the pope's intentions in favour of his ſon, rea- 

dily conſented. Stukely with his Italians attended 

the ſtandard of Portugal, and thus had the honour 

of falling with Sebaſtian. The death of this prince 

diverred the Spaniard from his deſign againſt Eli- 

Zabeth to the conqueſt of Portugal; and as the 


ſtorm 
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fourſcore Spaniards ;, ſome fugitives of England and 


and landed in Kerry, at a bay called Smerwick, 


and victory in the glorious cauſe of the church. 


brothers to the earl of Deſmond, joined them with 
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ſtorm which threatened her dominions appeared t, 
be diffipated, her navy was recalled from the coaſt 
of Ireland, and Sir Henry Sydney permitted to re. 
fign the government of this kingdom, to Sir Wil. 
liam Drury, late lord preſident of Munfter. 

Bur Philip the ſecond, though he relinquiſhed 
the ſcheme of making a conqueſt of the queen 
dominions, yet was ſtill diſpoſed to encourage: 
ſpirit of rebellion among her ſubjects. Fitz-May. 
rice therefore, on his return to Spain, although he 
could not procure a conſiderable force, yet was not 
totally unnoticed. He obtained a troop of about 


Ireland united with him; and in full expectation 
of being joined by great numbers of his country. 
men, he embarked his little force in three ſhips, 


The two eccleſiaſtics, Saunders and Allen, hallow. 
ed the place, and aſſured the invaders of ſuccek 


Yet the very commencement of their enterprize 
was attended by an inauſpicious incident. A ſhi 

of war which lay in the harbour of Kinſale, on the 
firſt intelligence of their arrival, doubled the point 
of land, and cut away their tranſports ; ſo as to 
leave them deſtitute of any relief by ſea, or any 
power of retreat. Their arrival was not unexped- 
ed; and on their firſt ſummons, Sir John and James, 


their followers. The earl himſelf, though equally 
diſaffected, yet for the preſent acted with caution 
and reſerve: he even pretended to aſſemble his 
forces for the ſervice of government, and ſummon- 
ed the carl of Clancarthy to his aſſiſtance. Ihe 


alacrity with which this ſummons was obeyed, was 
by no means agreeable to Deſmond. He delayed, 


he objected to every ſcheme of operation; Clan- 

carthy was diſguſted with his infincerity, and re- 

tired. 1 
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Taz invaders, however were little ſatisfied with 
this duplicity of Deſmond. They had expected an 
open and explicit declaration in their favour: and 
Fitz-Maurice could not ſuppreſs his vexation at a 
diſappointment ſo alarming. He even vented his 
ſuſpicions of Sir John Deſmond, as a man who 
would eaſily make his ſubmiſſions to the Engliſh 
government, and purchaſe his own ſafety by betray- 
ing his-affociates. John, conſcious of the fincerity 
of his preſent attachment, and ſtung with this re- 
proach, retired in vexation, and conceived a horrid 
ſcheme of effacing theſe ſuſpicions, by an act which 
ſhould effectually exclude him from all hopes of 

Henxy DAvxls, a gentleman of Devon, who 
had for ſome time ſerved in Ireland, was diftin- 
guiſhed by the rectitude and benevolence of his 
conduct, and held in an extraordinary degree of 
affection and efteem both by the Engliſh and the 
Iriſh race. The family of Deſmond had frequently 
experienced his good offices; Sir John, particularly 
had been relieved in his neceflity, and repeatedly 
redeemed from priſon by his bounty. His acknow- 
ledgments were warm and tender. Father and ſon 
were the appellations with which they accoſted each 


other. This man was commiſſioned by the new | 


lord deputy, while his forces were collecting, to 
repair to the earl of Deſmond, and his brethren, 
whoſe difloyalty had not yet been known, to affure 
them of his ſpeedy arrival, and to inſtruct them to 
hold their forces in readineſs to join him. He 
found Deſmond already pepared; he ventured to 
approach the fort which the invaders were now 
raiſing; he repreſented their preſent weakneſs to 
the earl, urged him to approve his loyalty by an 
Immediate attack, but without effect: Davels was 
ſo ignorant, or affected ſuch ignorance of the part 
which Sir John Deſmond had already taken, that 
he preſſed him to prevail upon his brother, either 
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to undertake this ſervice, or to lend him ſome troops 
with which he himſelf would attack the fort ; but 
finding all his inſtances ineffectual, he prepared to 
return to the lord deputy. 5 
He took his journey with ſome Engliſhmen who 
had accompanied him, through the town of Tralee, 
ſecretly purſued by Sir John Deſmond, with a band 
of followers choſen for a deſperate and bloody pur. 
ſe. The houſe in which he lay was ſurrounded, 
and the porter bribed to leave the gate unbarred, 
In the dead of night, the ruffians entered his cham- 
ber with weapons drawn. Davels ſtarted at the 
tumult, and ſpying Sir John, exclaimed, © What, 
„my ſon, what is this brawl!” The hardened 
miſcreant anſwered by a violent aſſault, and drench- 
ed his ſword in the blood of his benefactor, while 
his barbarous crew ruſhed with the fury of fiends 
from chamber to chamber, and butchered his com- 
pany. One attendant only eſcaped their cruelty, 
an Iriſh lacquey, who caſt himſelf upon his maſter 
Davels, to defend him from the vile aſſaſſin; who 


flew to the invaders, boaſting his exploit, and glo- 


ritying in the carnage which had now ſealed his at- 
tachment to their cauſe. An action fo diſgraceful 
to humanity, cannot be detailed without pain and 
reluctance: yet that wretched bigot O'Sullivan men- 
tions it with“ complacency and approbation ; and 
Hooker aſſures us, that Saunders, in a horrid ftrain 
of blaſphemy, called it a ſweet ſacrifice 10 God. 
Fitz-Maurice, leſs corrupted by an odious ſuper- 
ſition, condemned the mean treachery ; and 5 
| car 


„ But that he would have no reliance on Sir John, until 
he performed ſome notable action, whereby to raiſe the wrath 
and indignation of the heretics againſt him, and thereby ex- 
preſs his fidelity ; John therefore, immediately —— 
town of Tralee, kills Davers miniſter of juſtice, Arthur Car- 
ter camp maſter of Munſter, Judge Micah, Raymond the 
Black and others, Engliſh heretics ; and drives the reſt of the 
Engliſh out of the town, for which action he was 
ed, &c. Cath. Hiſt. O'Sullivan, t II. I. iv. p. 9. 
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earl of Deſmond inveighed with the utmoſt viru- 
lence againſt the perfidy, ingratitude, and cruelty 
of his brother. ob wo, 
Tur 3 in the mean time, expected 
ſome more eſſential ſervices. They grew diſcon- 
tented at the coldneſs of the earl of Deſmond, and 


diſaffected Iriſh, which they were aſſured would im- 
mediately attend their ſtandard. Fitz- Maurice was 


perſuaded them to maintain their ſtation, with firm 
aſſurance of being powerfully ſupported, while he 


devotion, called the Holy Croſs of Tipperary, in 
order to perform a vow which he had made in 
Spain. Under this pretence he concealed his de- 
ſign of enticing the diſaffected in the provinces of 
Connaught and Ulſter to unite with him. Traverſ- 
ing the county of Limerick, he came to the coun- 
try of the De Burghos, and there ſeized ſome car- 
rage-horſes neceſſary for the conveyance of his 


bouring ſept, reclaimed them. Fitz-Maurice art- 
fully endeavoured, not only to pacy his reſentment 
but to ſeduce him into rebellion. Burgo coldly 
replied, that he had already experienced the me- 
lancholy conſequence of reſiſting the Engliſh go- 
vernment, and was determined not to repeat his 
error, A violent altercation aroſe, and was follow- 
ed by a ſkirmiſh, in which Fitz-Maurice encoun- 
tering one of the ſons of Sir William, each fell by 
the hand of his antagoniſt : and thus the ambitious 
ſchemes of this aſpiring and turbulent Geraldine 
ended with his life, in a petty brawl, unworthy of 
a ſoldier : of ſuch conſequence was his death eſ- 
teemed, that the queen deigned to write a letter of 
acknowledgment to Sir William De Burgho, for 
* important ſervice, and ſoon after created him 
peer, 


T 2 AND 


were impatient to receive that vaſt concourſe of the 


himſelf made a journey to a favourite ſeat of Iriſh. 


train. Sir William De Burgho, head of the neigh- 
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equally diſappointed ; but, diſſembling his chagrin, Hocker. 
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the lords and gentlemen of Munſter to attend his 


and fuck were the ſuſpicions immediately conceived 


feſſions and promiſſes of loyalty and fidelity, and 
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A. D. Arp now Sir William Drury had collefted fax 


wer 
a force as the weakneſs and poverty of the ſtate Mt dif: 
could raiſe, and marched againſt the ſouthern ene. MW of 
my. Four hundred foot and two hundred hork Wh nat 
compoſed this whole band, which were joined by So 
two hundred horſe, and ſome infantry raiſed by the m- 
earl of Kildare and other nobles of the pale. Bag. e 
nal, Wingfield, Malby, and other Engliſh officers, 
attended him, who had been trained in the Irih 
wars, and were perfectly acquainted with the nature 
of the ſervice, From Kilmallock, he ſummoned 


ſtandard with their followers. They readily obey. 
ed; and even the earl of Deſmond came to the 
camp with a well-appointed company of horſe and 
foot. But ſuch was the duplicity of this lord, and 


from his diſcourſe and conduct, that he was com- 
mitted to cuſtody ; a ſeverity which ſo wrought 
upon his fears, that he made the moit ſolemn pro- 


thus obtaining his liberty, he retired from the camp, 
and refuſed to attend the deputy : and although he 
ſtill continued to profeſs an attachment to the crown, 
and though his counteſs had delivered up her fon 
to the deputy, as a ſurety for his good condud, 
yet he was itill conſidered as a favourer of the fo- 
reign invaders and their cauſe. 
Tur Spaniards, who had landed with a firm con- 
fidence that the whole ſouthern province would 
have taken arms at once againſt the queen, nov 


found their diſappointment aggravated by the deati 


of Fitz-Maurice. They could not eſcape by ſea, 


and were to be encountered by the united forces ot 
the ſtate. In this diſtreſs, they had no meaſure to 
purſue but that of ſubmitting to the guidance ot 
Sir John Deimond, who now took the place ot 
Fitz- Maurice. They abandoned their ftation at 
Smerwick; and, in order to be ready for action, 

were 
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were diſtributed into different quarters among the 
diaffeted of Kerry, particularly in the palatinate 
| of the earl of Deſmond, whoſe followers and te- 


nants were ſecretly inſtructed to entertain them. 
So that the war was now to be carried on in the 
manner uſual in Ireland; and the deputy's forces 
were to purſue the rebels into their private haunts; 
a ſervice of fatigue and hazard. Nine weeks of 
conſtant motion were ſpent to no purpoſe, in endea- 
vouring to come up with Sir John Deſmond, who 
hovered about the royal army, and kept them in 
continual alarm, without ever ſuffering them to at- 
tack him. A party of two hundred men who had 
attempted to ſurprize one of his detachments, were 
ſurrounded on their return, and cut to pieces: and 
even this petty advantage was ſuifcient to animate 
the rebels, and to poſſeis them with the moſt ex- 


travagant expectations. Their numbers encreaſed Wilkins“ 


daily; the eccleſiaſtics were buſily employed in Conc. 
preaching the glorious cauſe of the church; the 
pope, by a new bull, veſted Sir John Deſmond 
with the plenitude of his authority, and renewed 
his indulgences to all thoſe who ſhould afliſt him; 
while new inſtances were made to Spain for addi- 
tional ſuccours. Drury, on the other hand, found 
his loſſes ſeaſonably ſupplied by a reinforcement of 
ſix hundred men from England; while Sir John 
Perrot was ſtationed on the coaft with fix ſhips of 
war, to cut off all aſſiſtance or relief from the re- 
bels. But as the bodily conſtitution of the lord 
deputy proved unequal to his fatigue, he retired to 
Wexford in a languiſhing ſtate, and committed the 
army to the conduct of Sir Nicholas Malby. 


Tas army (for ſo it is called) conſiſted of nine Hooker, 


hundred foot and an hundred and fifty horſe. Of 
theſe three hundred infantry and fifty horſe were 
left in garriſon at Kilmallock : and on intelligence 
received that Sir John Deſmond lay a few miles 
diſtant from Limerick, with a confiderable body, 
FT. 3 | Malby 
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Malby marched to attack him with the reſidue qq 
his forces. In a plain adjoining to an old ab 
called Monafter Neva, he found the rebels in array, 
to the number of about two thouſand, and pre. 
pared to give him battle. The papal ſtandard wa 
diſplayed; and Allen, the Iriſh Jeſuit went bufily 
through the ranks, diſtributing his benedictionz 
and aſſuring them of victory. Their diſpoſition 
were made by direction of the Spaniſh officers, with 
an addreſs and regularity unuſual to the Iriſh, and 

their attack was ſo vigorous and ſo obſtinately 
maintained, that the fortune of the day ſeemed x 
long time doubtful. The valour of the Engliſh 
however at length prevailed : the rebels were rout. 
ed and purſued with conſiderable flaughter ; and 
among the ſlain was found the body of Allen, who, 
not contented with exhortation, had drawn the 
{word in the cauſe of Rome. 

Mary encamped on the place of action, where 
he received a diſſembling letter from the earl of 
Deſmond, congratulating his victory, and adviſing 
him to withdraw from his preſent fituaticn. But 
as ſeveral papers had been found in the baggage 
of the unfortunate Allen, which demonſtrated this 
lord's attachment to the rebels, Malby only an- 
ſwered by a ſevere expoſtulation, reminding him 
of his ſolemn and repeated engagements to the 
queen, and exhorting him to prevent the ruin of 
his noble family, by returning to his allegiance: 
and finding his repreſentations fruitleſs, after ſome 
days he removed to Rathkeal a town belonging to 
the earl, as if determined to terrify or to force him 
to obedience. Deſmond affected to conſider this 
motion as an unprovoked and unwarrantable at- 
_ tempt againft his territory, which he was fully juf- 
tified in repelling. An attempt to ſurprize the 
Engliſh camp, only ſerved to demonſtrate his hoſ- 
tile intentions, and to provoke their commander. 


Malby, having once again endeavoured to W 
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him by gentle expoſtulation, prepared to. reduce 
his caſtles, when the intelligence of Sir William 
Drury's death put an end to his authority. He 
diſtributed his forces into ſeveral garriſons, and re- 
tired to his own government of Connaught. 
WaiLe the enemy exulted in this event, and 
were employed in harraſſing the Engliſh garriſons, 
the council at Dublin choſe a new chief governor, 
| Sir William Pelham, who inſtantly proceeded to 
make all the proviſions in his power for a vigorous 
renewal of the war in Munſter; while the earl of 
Kildare was commiſſioned to defend the northern 
borders. On his arrival in the South where he was 
honourably received, and powerfully re-inforced by 
the well affected, the firſt ſtep deemed neceſſary to 
be taken, was that of endeavouring to reclaim a 
nobleman of ſuch conſequence and power as the 
earl of Deſmond. He was repeatedly ſummoned 
to attend the governor ; he repeatedly ſent profeſ- 
fions of his loyalty, and excuſed his abſence, even 
at the time when this infatuated lord was active in 
ſupport of the rebels; and expoſed his vaſt poſſeſ- 
ſions, his life, and honour, to a wanton and deſpe- 
rate hazard, at the perſuaſion of Saunders, an in- 
temperate and malignant bigot. Although his guilt 
was manifeſt, yet an authority delegated by the 
council, was to be exerted with caution. Pelham 
therefore, before he would denounce the utmoſt 
terrors of the law againft this great delinquent, 
commiſſioned the earl of Ormond to acquaint him 
with the final requiſitions of government. He was 
ordered to deliver up doctor Saunders and the other 
ſtrangers harboured in his country; to ſurrender 
one of his caſtles, eitnei Aſkeaton, or Carrick-a- 
foyle, to the queen as 2 pledge of his good beha- 
viour; to ſubmit to the judgment of her majeſty 
and council of England. or to the chief governor 
and Iriſh council, and in the mean time to give his 
aſſiſtance in the proſecution of the preſent war a- 
T 4 ___ eainſt 
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inſt his brethren and all other traitors. His an. 
wer conſiſted only of complaints of injuries ſuſtain. 
ed, with ſome menaces of involving the whole king. 
dom in confufion, if redreſs ſhould be denied. He 
was therefore by proclamation declared a traitor, 
if within twenty days he ſhould not ſubmit. 

In the mean time the territories of this refrac. 
tory earl were purpoſedly made the feat of war, 
and expoſed to all the ravages of a neceſſitous army, 
Deſmond and his brethern, in revenge, appeared 
before the town of Youghal, which they entered by 
the connivance of the magiſtrate, plundered with. 
out mercy, and had the good fortune to cut off 2 
detachment ſent by the earl of Ormond to recover 
the town. So intoxicated was Deſmond with this 
petty ſucceſs, that he ſent a letter to Sir William 
Pelham, ſignifying that he and his brethren had 
entered into the defence of the catholic faith, under 
the protection of the pope and king of Spain, 
and gravely inviting him to unite with them in a 
cauſe ſo juſt and honourable. At the ſame time 
he addreſſed letters of the like import to the lords 
and gentlemen of Leinſter who were ſuſpected of 
diſaffection; and with more ſucceſs; for lord Bal- 
tinglaſs and ſome others, both of the Engliſh and 
_ Iriſh race, were perſuaded to declare for the cauſe 
of Rome, although they were as yet too weak, or 
too well oppoſed, to raiſe any conſiderable diſorders 
in the pale. The practices of Saunders, to encreaſe 
the number of his partizans, were leſs ſucceſs- 
ful. His letters to the De Burghos of Connaught 
were diſcloſed to Sir Nicholas Malby, and ſerved 
to diſcover the intentions and proſpects of the 
enemy. 8 
Drszioxp, who had engaged in this rebellion in- 


conſiderately, without any well-concerted ſcheme 


of operations, or proviſions made for any effectual 
oppoſition to the forces of government, now ſaw 
his whole extent of territory ravaged and cn_ 
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lated without mercy : and like an abject out-law, 
was compelled to take ſhelter in his woods, whence 
he could but harraſs ſome inconſiderable parties of 
the enemy, by his nightly irruptions. His miſe- 
rable vaſſals were abandoned to daily ſlaughter, 
| or to the ſtill more horrid calamity of famine. Se- 
| veral of them being informed that admiral Winter 
lay off their coaſt, and had commiſſion to execute 
martial law, fled to him, and extorted protections 
by the piteous repreſentation of their calamities : 

« Which the ſoldiers,” ſaith Hooker with a ſhock- 
ing indifference, © did very much miſlike, the 

« ſame, to be ſomewhat prejudicial to her majeſty's 

« ſervice, becauſe they perſuaded themſelves, that 
jf they had followed the courſe which they be- 
gan, they ſhould either have taken or ſlain them 
all.“ Such was the temper of this man, who could 
expreſs regret at a little mercy ſhewn to wretches 
who ſcarcely knew any duty but that of implicit 
obedience to their lords! when at the time that 
their lives were ſpared, they were frequently bereft 
of all means of ſupport; and when their cattle 
had been ſeized, he aſſures us, that they were ſeen 
following the army with their wives and children, 
and begging that all might be reſcued from their 
miſeries by the ſword, rather than thus condemned 
to waſte by famine. 

Tae particular incidents of this war are too in- 

conſiderable to be detailed, as it conſiſted for the 
moſt part in the gradual reduction of Deſmond's 
forts, where ſome ſmall garriſons had been ftationed. 
In his caftle of Carrick-a-foyle he had placed about 
fifty Iriſh, and nineteen Spaniards, commanded by 
an Italian officer called Julio. They were attacked, 
and preſumed to make a brave reſiſtance, declaring 
that they held it for the king of Spain. It was 1 
taken by ſtorm, in which moſt of the garriſon were 14 
put to the ſword; a few that had eſcaped the car- * 
nage were hanged up; and Julio, when * 
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| Poſts. Deſmond, his counteſs, and Saunders his 


| His brother and the legate Saunders determined to 
| laſs in Leinſter. But they were cut off even from 
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been ſpared for twodays, was conſigned to the ſame le- 
ignominious fate. The garriſons of other forts i 
were terrified by this ſeverity, and abandoned their 


companion, lived in conſtant diſtreſs and terror, 
and were frequently on the point of falling into 
the hands of their enemies. Sir James, one of the 
earl's brothers, was ſurprized, taken priſoner, and 
executed by martial law. In this their ſtate of 
wretchedneſs, that rufhan, John of Deſmond, and 
the carl his brother, fell to mutual ftrife, and con- 
demned each other as the cauſe of thoſe calamities 
to which they were expoſed. The counteſs fell 
upon her knees before the lord deputy, and with 
tears petitioned (but in vain) that her huſband 
ſhould be received to mercy. His force as a rebel 
was now too inconfiderable ; and his poſſeſſions to 
be forfeited were of too princely an extent, for the 
queen's miniſters to admit of pardon or ſubmiſſion. 


abandon him, and to ſeek refuge with lord Balting- 


this laſt reſource ; for a party of the queen's troops 
encountered them in the night, and ſeized ſome of 
their attendants, while the leaders conſulted their 
ſafety by a precipitate flight. Deſmond himſelf 
had the conſummate mortification of finding his 
laft deſperate overture rejected, that of Og 
to admiral Winter, on condition of being convey 

a priſoner into England, that he might ſupplicate 
the royal mercy at the foot of the throne. 

Bur in this abject and miſerable ſtate, theſe in- 
ſurgents ſeemed to have gained ſome gleam of hope. 
The lord juſtice was ſaddenly recalled from the 
ſouthern war, by the arrival of Arthur, lord Grey, 
his ſucceſſor, who waited impatiently at Dublin to 
receive the ſword of government. Pelham, on the 
other hand, who wiſhed to have his full ſhare of 
merit in quieting the diſorders of the kingdom, 


leaving 
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leaving the command of the Munſter forces, now 
| conſiſting of about three thouſand, to Bourchier, 
| fon of the earl of Bath, viſited the province of 


Connaught, made the neceſſary diſpoſitions in this 


| diftrit, and by eaſy journies advanced towards 
| the capital. Grey, in the mean time, who was 
inſtructed, among other particulars, to ſhorten the 
Iriſh wars by an effectual proſecution, grew reſt- 


leſs, andimpatient to fignalize his zeal. Before he 


| had yet been ſworn into office, intelligence was re- 
| ceived that one of the Fitz-Geralds had united with 
| lord Baltinglaſs ; that, together with a chieftain of 
| the O'Birnes, they had taken their ſtation in the 
vallies of Glendalough ; that their numbers were 
daily encreaſing, and their excurſions peſtilent and 
audacious. The inexperience of this new com- 
mander, and his total ignorance of the ſervice in 
which he was to engage, ſerved to encreaſe his in- 
dignation at this ignoble enemy, wdo had preſumed 
to bid defiance to the queen's government, at a 
diſtance of but twenry-five miles from Dublin. 
The officers who attended to congratulate his arri- 
val, were inſtantly and peremptorily ordered to 
colle& their companies, and drive theſe rebels from 
their retreat. Thoſe veterans, who had been trained 
in the Iriſh wars, and knew the ſituation of the 
enemy, and the manner of their hoſtilities, received 
the order with an honourable ſubmiſſion, and though 
ſenſible of their imminent danger, if not their ine- 
vitable ruin, marched boldly to the attack. They 


were to enter a ſteep and marſhy valley, perplexed 


with rocks, and winding irregularly through hills 
thickly wooded. As they advanced, they found 
themſelves more and more encumbered ; and either 
ſunk into the yielding foil, fo as to be utterly in- 
capable of action, or were obliged to clamber over 
rocks which diſordered their march. In the midſt 
of confuſion and diſtreſs, a ſudden volley from the 
woods was poured in upon them, without any ap- 
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pearance of an enemy ; and repeated with terrible 
execution. Soldiers and officers fell, without any 
fair opportunity of ſignalizing their valour. Aud. 
ley, Moore, Coſby, and Sir Peter Carew, all dif. 
tinguiſhed officers, were ſlain in this raſh adventure. 
George Carew, the younger brother, was reſtrained 
from following his companions by his uncle Wing. 
field maſter of the ordnance, and thus reſerved 
for nobler ſervice. Lord Grey, who had waited 
the event upon a neighbouring eminence, returned, 
with the remains of his forces, to the ſeat of go- 
vernment, covered with confuſion and diſhonour. 
 Tians mortification was immediately ſucceeded 
by alarming intelligence from the South. The 
king of Spain had not yet refigned the hopes of re- 
venging himſelf on Elizabeth by an invaſion of 
Ireland. Forces were prepared for this purpoſe; 
and the machinations of Spain were ſo well known, 
that Winter had been ftationed on the coaſt of 
Kerry to guard againſt a deſcent. But as this admi- 
ral had been obliged to return home by the want of 
proviſions and unfavourable weather, ſeven hun- 
dred Spaniards and Italians contrived to make good 
their landing at Smerwick. They brought arms 
and amunition for five-thouſand men, and a large 
ſum of money, which they were directed to deli- 
ver to the earl of Deſmond, his brother John, and 
doctor Saunders; they proceeded to finiſh the fort 
which their countrymen had begun, and which they 
called the Golden Fort, and diſpatched their emiſ- 
ſaries to Spain to notify their arrival, and to haſten 
the embarkation of thoſe ſuccours which they had 
been promiſed, and which were daily expected. 

| Tux earl of Ormond now commanded in Mun- 
ſter, and, on the firſt alarm of this deſcent, march- 
ed boldly againſt the invaders; who, terrified at 
his approach, abandoned their poſt at once, and 
under the guidance of their Iriſh friends, ſought 
ſhelter in ſome neighbouring woods, This motion 

| produced 


c 
| produced a ſkirmiſh, in which ſome of the foreign- 


ers were taken priſoners, and diſcovered their num- 
bers and their intentions. But the fugitives ſoon 
learned that the forces of Ormond were not ſo great 
as they at firſt imagined; which encouraged their 
commander, with about three hundred of his men, 
to return to their original ftation. Ormond was 
not provided with neceſſaries for a ſiege; yet he 
| ftill hovered round them, till a ſucceſsful fally 
forced him to retreat to Rathkeal, and there to 
expect the arrival of the new lord deputy. Grey 
| ſoon appeared at the head of eight hundred men, 
| whom he had led from Dublin; and, what was of 
| equal moment, Sir William Winter returned with 
his fleet, to ſupport the operations of the deputy. 
© The fort was thus inveſted by land and fea; but, 
before any aſſault was commenced, the garriſon was 
& ſummoned to ſurrender; to declare who they were; 
for what purpoſe ſent; and why they had preſum- 
ed to fortify themſelves in the queen's dominions. 
Their anſwer was bold and peremptory; that they 
E were ſent by the pope and the king of Spain, to 
& extirpate hereſy, and to reduce the land to the obe- 
dience of king Philip, who was by the holy father 
veſted with the ſovereignty of Ireland. 
Tris anſwer was ſeconded by a vigorous fally, 
in which the foreigners, however, were repulſed, 
And the very next night Winter landed the artil- 
lery from his ſhips; and, with the utmoſt vigour 
and diſpatch, cutting through a bank which lay be- 
tween the ſhore and the fort, drew up the cannon, 
and completed his battery before the dawn of day, 
while lord Grey made the like proviſions by land. 
The fort was now again ſummoned, with ſome of- 
fers of mercy, if the garriſon could be perſuaded to 
ſurrender. But theſe foreigners, who had not yet 
diſcovered their danger, and the fituation of the 
beſiegers, ſtill boldly anſwered, that they would 
keep the poſt they had gained, and endeavour to 
. extend 
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extend their acquifitions. The batteries now be- 
gan to play furiouſly upon the fort: no ſuccours 
arrived from Spain; none of the diſaffected Iriſh 
appeared in the field. The commander of the fort, 
an Italian, called San Joſepho, was terrified; and, 
in a few days, contrary to the opinion of his offi. 
cers, determined to capitulate. But Grey now re- 
plied, with haughtineſs and auſterity, that he ſerved 
againſt traitors, and diſdained to grant any terms to 
them or to their abettors. Several attempts were 
made to gain any conditions, not totally deſperate: 
Grey was inexorable, and the garriſon, in their diſ- 
treſs and terror fatally ſurrendered at diſcretion. 

TrarT mercy, for which they ſued was rigidly 
denied to them. Wingfield was commiſhoned to 
diſarm them, and when this ſervice was performed, 
an Engliſh company was ſent into the fort. The 
Iriſh rebels found they were reſerved for execution 
by martial law. The Italian general and ſome of- 
ficers were made priſoners of war; but the garri- 
ſon was butchered in cold blood; nor is it without 
pain that we find a ſervice fo horrid and deteſtable 
committed to Sir Walter Raleigh. The uſual and 
obvious excuſes were made for this ſeverity, that 
the number was too formidable to be made priſon- 
ers; that the Iriſh were approaching in a body of 
one thouſand five hundred men ; that no ſhipping 
was prepared to carry away the foreigners ; and 
that the ſoldiers threatened to mutiny, if notallowed 
to ſupply their neceſſities by the ſpoil of the fort. 
Grey was faid to have ſhed tears at the determina- 
tion of this court- martial; and Elizabeth expreſſed 
the utmoſt concern and diſpleaſure at this barbarous 
execution. But ſuch pretenſions and ſuch profeſ- 
ſions could not efface the odiouſneſs of this action. 
On the continent it was received with horror: and, 


all. rig. to raiſe ſtill greater deteſtation of the queen and her 
| ath. Iriſh deputy, the partizans of Rome were induſtri- 


ous to repreſent this execution, as an inhuman and 


perfidious 
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perfidious violation of a ſolemn treaty, whereby 
Grey had engaged by oath, to permit the foreigners 
to depart unmoleſted, with all the honours of war.“ 

Tux firſt fame of this invaſion, however unfor- 
tunate in its event, ſerved to encourage the diſaf- 
feed in other parts of Ireland. In Connaught 
the flame of rebellion ſeemed to re-kindle among 
the turbulent ſepts of De Burgho. In Leinfter, 
Baltinglaſs, and his affociates, grew every day more 
dangerous and peſtilent. It became neceſſary for 
lord Grey to leave the affairs of Munſter to infe- 
rior officers. The earl of Ormond was appointed 
preſident. Zouch, a brave Engliſh officer, was A. P. 
choſen governor in Kerry; and Walter Raleigh, *. 
whoſe firſt military ſervices were performed in Ire- Hocker. 
land, and who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the fouth- 
ern war, was appointed to command in Cork. The 
appearance of the lord deputy was in ſeveral places 
ſufficient to quiet all commotion ; and the boldeſt 
| rebels of Leinfter retired at his approach. But, 
on his return to the capital, he was alarmed with 
reports of a ſecret confpiracy formed even in the 
| very ſeat of government. Sullivan, with his uſual 
| oftentation, aſſures us, that the principal inhabi- 
tants of Leinſter, provoked at the ſuppreſſion of 
their ancient worſhip, the ſeverities exerciſed a- 
gainſt their clergy, the contamination of their tem- 
ples by heretical ceremonies, their own daily ſuf- 
ferings and dreadful apprehenſions, reſolved to op- 

hs nt, poſe 


— 


_ . >, : V m _ £ SF - » DES 
* : np 
by — 4 - 
Fd = £ — 5 2 SY 
% W Le _ * —— 
py . = — _— _ 
5 i — —— — ” 2 
—— — — FE EIEY —— —-- ů·ðẽͥi ʃ q ½ñ 
29 — * — 1 
8 — — 4 
_—_— - r — 1 
— - 1 ki I" — 4 — 
* 5 B — — — 
3 * 7 8 
+ - c 2 — N rd 1 
W - * = 
2 -— wa, Zr N ‚ 2 
US ES al... 2 — at dx RS 
— _ a — — 
* a 42 „ — — — 


| 
: 
-* 
7 
: 
. 
[ 


6, 4K; 
£73 4 
| 1 
Y F 47 
4 
* & 
. „ | 
We 19/1 1 
24 310 
1 1 
i a 4 
b i 7 
a 
" 1 i” | 
- F 4. 
: 15 ' 
— n i \ 
ii 
3 mw ; 
o » 0) 
1 
9 : 


The incomparable Spencer, who was ſecretary to lord 
Grey, and, as he aſſures us, near the ſcene of action, takes 
pains to refute this calumny. He poſitively denies that any 
promiſes or hopes were given, or any conditions granted. He 
informs us that the deputy told them plainly, that they were 
to expect no advantage from the laws of war, or the law of 
nations, as they could ſhew no regular commiſſion either from 
the king of Spain, or the pope, but by their own confeſſion 
were but private adventurers, who had preſumed to aſſiſt trai- 
tors and rebels, and with whom it would be diſhonourable for 

queen to treat. SPENCER's View of the State of Ireland. 
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poſe the torrent of impiety and perſecution : that 


| ther, to ſeize on the lord deputy and his houſhold, 


dible and extravagant, upon the ſlighteſt attention 


and employed in Ireland, and by no means partial 
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the earl of Kildare engaged to ſeize the caſtle of 
Dublin, and that others both of the Engliſh and 
Iriſh race were joined in the confederacy ; and that 
it was diſcovered by/the wife of one of the aſſoci. 
ates, whoſe jealouſy prompted her to intercept his 
letters. Camden relates, that diverſe noble fami- 
lies of Leinfter, moſt of them of Engliſh blood, 
partly out of affection to the Romith religion, and 
partly out of hatred againſt the new-come Engliſh 
(who many times contrary to the intent of the lay, 
excluded them as mere Iriſh from offices of 
government and magiſtracy) had conſpired toge- 


to take the caſtle of Dublin by ſurprize, where all 
the proviſions for war were depoſited ; and to put 
the Engliſh, in Ireland, every man to the ſword, 
This latter circumſtance muſt appear utterly incre. 


to the circumſtances of the nation at this time. 
Nor doth Hooker, a cotemporary writer, refident 


to the old Engliſh race, take notice of this formi- 
dable conſpiracy, except by ſlightly mentioning 2 
deſign formed againſt the perſon of the lord depu- 
ty. Some reports however ſeem to have prevailed, 
and ſome alarming informations were conveyed to 
lord Grey. Several were ſeized, and ſome were 
executed, of whom the moſt diſtinguiſhed was Nu- 
gent, baron of the exchequer, a man of ſingular 
good life and reputation. Whatſoever were the 
evidences of his guilt, he perſevered in aſſerting his 
own innccence, although he had aſſurance of par- 


don if he would confeſs his guilt and diſcloſe the 


plot: a circumſtance which brought the utmoſt diſ- 
credit on the adminiftration of lord Grey. 

| AmoxG thoſe ſuſpected of this conſpiracy, were 
the earl of Kildare, and his ſon-in-law, lord Del- 
vin; who were committed to the cuſtody of "— 


2 


ch. ELIZABETH. 


field, maſter of the ordnance. Lord Henry, the 
earl's ſon, alarmed at the apprehenſion of his fa- 
ther, and taught that Grey intended nothing leſs 
than the extirpation of every great family of the 
old Engliſh race, fled for ſhelter to his Iriſh foſter- 
ers in O'Fally ; who declared that they would pro- 
| tet him againſt the malice of his enemies, and 
were on the point of rifing in arms. After many 
repeated efforts to prevail upon them to give him 
| up, they at length conſented to refign him to the 
earl of Ormond. With his father and the baron 
of Delvin he was ſent into England, where on a 
fair and candid examination, all were acquitted of 
every charge or ſuſpicion of diſloyalty. The pre- 
cipitation with which Nugent and the other culprits 
had been executed, now became doubly odious. 
Grey was repreſented as a man of blood, who had 
not only diſhonoured his nation and ſovereign 
among foreigners, but alienated the hearts of all 
the Iriſh ſubjects by repeated barbarities. Deteſted 
| in his government, and ſeverely cenſured in Eng- 
land, he grew weary of his preſent charge, and ear- 
neſtly petitioned to be recalled. 5 
Tux province of Munſter, in the mean time, 
was governed with rigour and ſeverity by the offi- 
cers ſtationed in the ſeveral diſtricts, who were re- 
inforced by troops ſent at different times from Eng- 
land. The diftinguiſhed families of the old Engliſh 
race, who ſtill adhered to the popiſh religion, were 
naturally ſuſpected of favouring the rebels. 
declined furniſhing the quotas to the queen's ſer- 
vice; and yet were ſeen in arms; for ſelf-defence, 
as they pretended. And it was the intereſt of the 
Engliſh officers to repreſent their conduct in the 
ſevereſt light. If once declared rebels, their lands 
and property lay at the mercy of their purſuers. 
Orders were diſpatched from Dublin to ſeize the 
caſtle of lord Barry, whoſe practices had been moſt 
obnoxious ; but this lord, in the rage of indigna- 
Vor. II. U tion, 
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tion, ſet fire to his houſe, rather than abandon it to 
the rapine of the queen's ſoldiers. Roc!:e, another 


John of Deſmond, was not fo fortunate. Zouch 


tinguiſhed the rebellion, ſuddenly reduced the ſou- 


quently well-founded. Repeated complaints were 


his officers. The queen was aſſured that he tyran- 
— | nized, 
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ſuſpected lord, was ſurprized and ſeized by Ra. 
leigh, and had the miſerable ſatisfaction of approv. 
ing his innocence and being diſmiſſed. But the 
principle object of the Engliſh commanders, was 
to ſeize the earl of Deſmond, who hid himſelf in 
his retreats, and iſſued out unexpectedly, whenever 
a fair opportunity preſented itſelf of annoying his 
enemies. They frequently ſurpriſed his parties; 
but, by his own activity, and the fidelity of his 
companions, he eſcaped the danger. His brother, 


had intelligence of his motions; and, when he 
made an excurſion to reconcile ſome of his confe- 
derates, who were difatisfied with each other, he 
intercepted and ſurrounded his party, and gave the 
miſcreant an opportunity of falling honourably by 
the ſword. 

Tuis event deprived Deſmond of all remaining 
hope : when Grey, in the confidence of having ex- 


thern troops to an inconfiderable number. The 
baron of Lixnaw, who had been long ſuſpected of 
favouring the inſurgents, and was irritated by the 
oppreſſions he had endured from the queen's troops, 
ſeized the occafion, at once appeared in arms, and 
drove out the garriſons who occupied his caſtles. 
But this ſudden flame was as ſuddenly allayed. One 
or two unſucceſsful encounters fa terrified the ba- 
ron, and reduced him to ſuch diſtreſs, that he ſued 


to the earl of Ormond for pardon and protection: 
| Which were granted the more readily as he plead- 


ed that he had been driven to extremities by the in- 
tolerable oppreſſions he had ſuſtained: and the queen 
was made to believe that ſuch allegations were fre- 


made of the inhuman rigor practiſed by Grey and 
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nized with ſuch barbarity, that little was left in 
Ireland for her majeſty to reign over but aſhes and 
carcaſſes. And ſuch was the effect of theſe repre- 
ſentations, that a pardon was offered to thoſe rebels 
who would accept it; lord Grey was recalled; and 


Loftus, archbiſhop of Dublin, and Sir Henry Wal- 


| lop, treaſurer at war, appointed lords juſtices. 

| SucH a government did not appear well calcu- 
| lated for war. But by this time the buſineſs of 
| war was well nigh concluded. Saunders, the great 
incendiary of the South, worn out with the ſeveri- 
ties of want and toil, died in a miſerable retreat, 
ſolitary and unnoticed; ſo that his remains were 


not interred, until they had been mangled by beaſts. 


The earl of Ormond, who was ſent into Munſter 


with a new body of forces pierced into the woods 
| where the rebels ſtill continued to aſſemble, drove 


them from their haunts, and purſued them with in- 4. p. 
defatigable vigor. The unhappy Deſmond (who 1583. 


was not included in the late pardon, although he 
ſtill entreated to be received to mercy) was hunted 
from one wretched retreat to another, frequently in 
danger of being taken, diſguiſed among the wretch- 
edeſt of his followers, lurking with them in woods 
and bogs, and depending on their benevolence for 
the ſupport of nature. One captain of his Gal- 
lowglafſes, who ftill adhered to him, loſt his life 
endeavouring to ſupport his maſter. In the utmoſt 
extremity of diſtreſs, two horſemen and a few kerns 
ventured to ſeize ſome cattle for his ſubſiſtence. 
The owner exclaimed at this violence, and a few 
ſoldiers of an Engliſh garriſon purſued the prey. 
They came to the opening of a valley, in which 
was a ſmall grove, and here determined to repoſe : 
when ſpying a light at ſome diſtance in a miſerable 


hut, their leader, Kelly of Morierta, a man of Iriſh 


race, ordered one of his party to advance cauti- 
ouſly, and diſcover how many were here poſted (for 
it was immediately concluded that they had fallen 


U 2 upon 
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paled on London-bridge. 


ö e we, denended on them for ſupport. The 
pa 


| forfeited to the crown, to be appropriated as the 
mation of her Iriſh dominions. Two ecclefiaftics, 
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upon a party of the rebels. He was informed 
that fix perſons only were concealed in this retreat, 
Kelly and his 2 ruſhed forward; but on enter. 
ing the hut, found that the rebels had fled at his 
approach, except one man of venerable aſſ 

ſtretched languidly before a fire. The leader af. 
failed and wounded him. He exclaimed © ſpare 
* me, for I am the earl of Deſmond.” Kelly ſmote 
off his head, and brought it to the earl of Ormond, 
by whom it was conveyed to the queen, and im- 


Tnus was a family extinguiſhed, which had 
flouriſhed for four centuries in rude ſplendor and 
magnificence, and had frequently proved too pow. 
erful to be governed. With the poſſeſſions of in- 
dependent princes, and a large army of followers, 
they were naturally tempted to aſſume the port of 
ſovereignty, unreſtrained by a government which 


ide of this laſt earl, inflamed by a few bigotted 
eccleſiaſtics, was ſeverely puniſhed by thoſe diſtreſ. 
ſes, in which he was involved by his ſenſeleſs infur- 
rection. Without ever being able to make am 
brave and diftinguiſhed effort in the cauſe which 
he eſpouſed, his misfortunes began with his rebel- 
hon; and his wretched death cloſed the whole ſcene 
of infatuation. His enormous domains were now 


queen ſhould deem moſt expedient for the refor- 


his agents in Spain, had the mortification to arrive 
with arms and ammunition to ſupport his rebellion, 


- juſt at the time when the earl had been killed, and 


his followers ſued for pardon. They received the 
fatal intelligence, and retired precipitately. 
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Engliſh miniſtry and parliament not well diſpoſed to 
the civil Reformation of Ireland. —Sir Jobn Per- 
rot lord deputy.— Principal object of bis adminiſtra- 

tion, —A general extention and execution of the 

Engliſh law. His ſucceſs in Connaugbt.— His pro- 

greſs to the South intercepted — His fucceſsful prac- 
tices with the Iriſh of Ulſter — His extenſive ſchemes 

for the improvement of Ireland, — rejected in Eng- 
land. Parliament at Dublin, how compoſed — 
Iriſh chieftains admitted, —appear in the Engliſh 
garb.—-Tirlough Lynnogh expreſſes his uneaſineſs 
at his new habiliments.—Scheme for ſuſpenſion of 
| Poynings law violently oppoſed by the commons.— 

Temper of this bouſe. Speedy prorogation —New 

appearances of danger in the North — Defeat of 

the Scots. — Perrot regulates the Northern province. 

— Anſwer of a Scottiſh chieftain to the inſult of 

an Enghſhman.—Perrot's ſecret enemies. — His in- 

diſcretion. —Baſe machinations to irritate the queen 
againſt him. —She mortifies Perrot.—He ſolicits to 
be recalled —Continues to adminiſter his government 
with fidelity and ſucceſs —Reformation of Con- 

_ naught — Earl of Deſmond and bis aſſociates at- 
tainted in parliament.— Scheme of the plantation 
of Munſter. —Defefts and abuſes of this ſcheme.— 
New diſorders in Connaught — Bingham, the lord 

preſident, ſevere —His conduct diſapproved by Per- 

rot.—Repeated inſurreft:ions of the De Burgbos.— 

Perrot marches into the Weſt, contrary to his in- 

ftruions.—-Bingham already viftoricus —Elza- 

beth impatient of the burden of Ireland. —Recals 
ſeme of ber Iriſh forces to the Netherlands.—Some 


and in that of Spain.—T hey learn the art of War. 
—Execution of Engliſh law rendered odious in 
Ufer Practices of popiſb ecclefiaſtics in this pro- 
dince.— Character of Hugh O. Nial.— Ie inſinuates 
— 9 bimſelf 


of the leſs reformed Iriſh engaged in this ſervice, 
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himſelf into the favour of Perrot — Recommend; 
himſelf eſfectually to Elizabeth. Is inveſted with 
the earldom of Tirowen and the eftate annexed 9 
it.—Trains his folloters to arms.---Makes provifun 
for war.—The chieftain of Tirconnel turbuleat —. 
His ſon ſeized and confined by ftratagem.—Perry 
reſigns his government to Sir Nilliam Fitz-Mi. 
liam.—Temper of this new governor.— Part 
the Spaniſh Armada driven by ſtorm on the northery 
coaſts of Ireland —Effefts of this incident. Fitz. 
William marches into the North in ſearch of Spa. 
© aifh treaſure. — Inſtances of his provoking tyramn, 
Earl of Tirowen ſuſpefed.—-He flies to Ex. 
land. —-His ſubmiſſion to the Engliſh council. — 
Accuſed by Hugh Ne-Gavelocke —The accuſatin 
flighted, —Son of the chieftain of Tirconnel and 
ether priſoners eſcape from the caſtle of Dublin— 
Their extreme diſtreſs, —Young O' Donnel conveyd 
to Ulſter. —Diſaffeftion of the Northern chieftain 
enflamed by the cruelty of Fitz-William.— Anfun 
of Mac-Guire to his intimation of ſending a ſberif 
znlo Fermanagh. —Prattices and preparations fi 
inſurrection in the Northern province —Revenge if 
the earl of Tirowen on Hugh Ne-Gavelocke.—Ar- 
tifice of this earl. Compaſition eſtabliſhed in ever 
province of Ireland — Interval of apparent tran 
quillity— Foundation of the Univerſity of Duziin. 


NE death of the earl of Deſmond, and the 
ſuppreſſion of his adherents, left Ireland free 

from any conſiderable diſorder, and ſeemed to afford 

a fair occafion for effectually regulating and model. 

ling this country upon the principles of juſtice and 

liberal policy. But beſides the averſion of Eliza- 

Letters of beth from every ſcheme which muſt be attended, for 
Sir Henry the preſent, with confiderable expence, ſome of her 
Sydney counſeliors appear to have conceived an odious jea- 


jahn louſy, which reconciled them to the diſtractions and 


Perrot. miſeries of Ireland. Should we exert ourſehve, 
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« and riches. The inhabitants will be thus alienated 
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ſaid they, © in reducing this country to order and 
« civility, it mutt ſoon acquire power, conſequence, 


« from England ; they will caft themſelves into the 
« arms of ſome foreign power, or perhaps erect 
« themſelves into an independent and ſeparate ſtate. 
« Let us rather connive at their diſorders ; for a 
« weak and diſordered people never can attempt 
« 'todetach themſelves from the crown of England.” 
We find Sir Henry Sydney and Sir john Perrot, 
who perfectly underſtood the affairs of Ireland, 
and the diſpoſitions of its inhabitants, both expreſs- 
ing the utmoſt indignation at this horrid policy, 
which yet had found its way into the Engliſh par- 
lament. OS | 
Ar the preſent juncture, however, the intereſts 
of the crown required that an active, prudent, and 
vigorous adminiftration ſhould be eftabliſhed in 
Ireland. The ſouthern province ſeemed to be to- 
tally depopulated, and, except within the cities, Hooker. 
exhibited an hideous ſcene of famine and deſola- 
tion. The vaſt tract of lands forfeited by Deſmond 
and his followers, was to be parcelled out to new 
tenants. A commiſſion of ſurvey was to be ap- 
pointed; a parliament to be aſſembled for paſſing acts 
of attainder; ſchemes to be deviſed for leſſening 
the annual expence of Ireland, a provoking bur- 
den to the queen, and encreaſing the revenue. The 
government of this kingdom was therefore com- A. D. 
mitted to Sir John Perrot, a man reverenced by 584. 
all its inhabitants, for his juſtice and impartiality, 
one who had long ſtudied its intereſts, and whoſe 
policy was liberal and benevolent. He aſſumed 
the reins of government at a time when war and 
inſurrection | to be extinguiſhed, when the Fliſt of 
lat remaining rebel of any note, lord Baltinglaſs, Sn af 
had retired in deſpair to Spain. The firſt act of sir J. 
his adminiſtration was the publiſhing a general am- Perrot. 
neſty, and aſſurance of pardon and protection to - > wy 
Us all 26. 
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law, and gradually to reduce the old natives, and 


provinces, ſo as to terrify the diſaffected, and to 


with that of Connaught; where a numerous rabble 


commended to them all a courſe of civility and du. 
tiful ſubmiſſion, declared his intentions of render- 


each, ſo as to give them all the advantages of an 
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all who ſhould return to their allegiance. The fon 
of the earl of Deſmond, who had been delivered 
up to the queen's deputy, he ſent into England, 
there to be educated in the principles of loyalty 
and civility, ſo as to render him worthy of any fa. WM anc 
vours the royal mercy might beſtow. 

Taz capital object of this chief governor was 
to enforce and extend the execution of Engliſh 


the degenerate of the Engliſh race, within the (a. 
lutary bounds of an equitable polity ; and for this 
purpoſe it was neceſſary for him to viſit the ſeveral 


give weight to his intended regulations. He began 


of the De Burghos, in defpite of the diſcretion 
and loyalty of the earl of Clanricarde, had been 
ever ready for inſurrection; but were now effectually 
intimidated by the preſence of Sir John Perrot. 
They attended him with profeſſions of loyalty: 
the Iriſh chieftains were 3 ſubmiſſive: he re- 


ing the diviſion of their province into counties, ef. 
tectual, by appointing ſheriffs and other officers for 


exact and regular execution of the laws. They 
profeſſed their dutiful acquieſcence, and acceptance 
of theſe officers. Sheriffs were appointed for fix 
counties, Clare, Galway, Sligo, Mayo, Roſcom- 
mon, Leitrim ; and the preſidency of the whole 
province was aſſigned to Sir Richard Bingham. 
_ Hexer the lord deputy proceeded to the ſouth- 
ern province : but when he had arrived at Lime- 
rick, intelligence was received that one thouſand 
Scottiſh troops had lately made a deſcent upon the 
northern coaſt, and joined with their countrymen 
already ſettled in Ulſter, who ſeemed to meditate 
ſome innovation. He returned to Dublin, * 


"I 
- 


Ss RLLITASHTHR 


he received the ſubmiſſions and engagements of 
ſome Leinſter chieftains ſuſpe&ed of diſaffection, 
and marched into the North. Here the appearance 
of a governor, renowned for valour and juſtice, 
and noted eſpecially for a humane and equitable at- 
tention to the ancient natives, had a ſudden and 
powerful effect. The new-arrived Scots fled to 
their ſhips, and left their brethren of Ulſter, after 
ſome ineffectual hoſtilities, to make their peace with 
government. The Iriſh chieftains crowded to Per- 
rot with the moſt zealous profeſſions of loyalty and 
ſubmiſſion. They renewed their oaths of allegiance 
ſeveral ſurrendered their lands, and received them 
from the queen by Engliſh tenures. Perrot, who 


7 = 2 


proceeded yet further ; and prevailed on them ta 
conſent to an aſſeſſment or compoſition, whereby 
eleven hundred troops might be maintained in their 
province, without charge to the queen; a conceſ- 
fion utterly aſtoniſhing to thoſe of the council who 
attended on the lord deputy, and who had exclaim- 
ed againſt the attempt as impracticable and dan- 
gerous. Some of the moſt conſiderable Iriſh chief- 
tains who were engaged in conteſts about property, 
ſuch as had hitherto been uſually decided by arms, 
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queen's courts, and to abide by the determination 
of law. And ſuch a juſt ſenſe did they expreſs of 


the benefit of Engliſh law, and ſuch a deſire of re- 
ceiving it, that Perrot projected a diviſion of the 
unreformed parts of Ulſter into ſeven new counties, 
Ardmagh, Monaghan, Tirowen, Colerain, Don- 
negal, Fermanagh, Cavan, for each of which he 


appointed ſheriffs, commiſſioners of the peace, co- 


roners, and other neceſſary officers. 
f Tris ſucceſs of his negociations with the moſt 
| werful Iriſh chieftains, and the general tranquil- 


ity of the kingdom, encouraged Perrot to form 


the moſt extenſive ſchemes for the reformation and 
improvement 


knew how to improve theſe favourable diſpoſitions, _ 


were now perſuaded to implead each other in the 


Ibid, 
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Eliz. 


improver ant 4 Ireland. He wrote to the privy 


tify even ns, es“ of the extent of one mile, 


Propoſition was repeated to the Engliſh parliament, 
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council of Enylard, explained the progreſs he 
had alt dy made 1 the mportance of thoſe con. 
ceſſion; he nad ub:ained , he propoſed that fifty 
thuuſ-nd ounds, at v. h he rates the annual ex. 

ence of he ro in maintaining the dominion of 
Ireland, ihouid be granted to him for three year, 
ergaging © 'his condition to maintain a body of 
two thouſand fo, ard four hundred horſe ; to for. 


to build ae m-i:y bridges, and to ere the like 
number of fort i p oper ſituations, ſo as to en. 
compaſs and ſtrengthen the hole realm with royal 
garriſons, connected by an eaſy and ſecure commu. 
nication. This he calls the cheapeſt purchaſe hid 
England has made this many-a-day. But though tie 


yet neither the crown nor the legiſlature could be 
perſuaded to adopt this meaſure. England, at tir 
pool period, was full of fears and jealouſies, 2 
armed by inteſtine dangers, and the apprehenſion 
of foreign invaſion. The queen was impatient 
the expences of her Iriſh government, and inſtead 
of conſenting to augment them, expected that Ire 
land ſhould ſupply forces for the Low Countries 
Perrot could obtain no more than a ſmall ſum in 
aid of the Ulſter compoſition, and a body of fit 
hundred men, which he repreſented as abſolutely 
neceſſary to be incorporated with the Ulſter forces. 


Thus, with many commendations of his good ſer- 


vices, was the deputy left to the ordinary couric 


Rot. Can. Of adminiſtration. 
H. A. 27 


He proceeded to convene an Iriſh parliament, 
which afſembled at Dublin, in April of the yea! 
1585. None of the northern counties as yet elec 


ed their knights, except Cavan, which was repre- 
ſented by two loyal Iriſhmen of the family 
OfReily : with theſe we may reckon as reformed 
Iriſh, Sir Hugh Mac-Gennis, merabcr for the "wy 
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of Down, Sir Tirlaugh O'Brien, for Clare, Shane 
e Mac-Brien, for Antrim, and the two members for 


| Longford, of the family of O'Ferghal. Among 
| the ſpiritual lords fat the biſhops of Clogher and 
| Raphoe, two ſees which Davis affures us never were 
| beſtowed by queen Elizabeth; and among the tem- 
| poral barons, Tirlaugh, the old chieftain of Tir- 
| owen, was now admitted. Such ſlight circumſtan- 
| ces ſerve to mark the gradual progreſs of reforma- 


tion. 


to exchange their ſavage ſtate for the condition of 


Engliſh ſubjects, but to appear publicly in the Eng- 
5 liſh garb, and to make ſome awkward efforts to ac- 


commodate themſelves to the manners of his court. 
But it was not without the utmoſt reluctance and 
confuſion that they thus appeared to reſign their 


age, encumbered with his faſhionable habiliments, 
expreſſed his diſcontent with a good-humoured ſim- 
plicity. © Prithee, my lord,” ſaid he, to Perrot, 
| * let my chaplain attend me in his Iriſh mantle : 
* thus ſhall your Engliſh rabble be diverted from 
my uncouth figure, and laugh at him.“ 
By this time it ſeems to have become a mark of 
confidence in the chief governor, for the parlia- 


Ix ment to conſent to the ſuſpenſion of Poyning's law, 
and which it was in ſome fort diſreputable not to 


obtain. The friends of Sir 
commons* houſe, that the proceedings of parlia- 
ment might be conducted with greater freedom and 
expedition. But the members of the pale, who 
ar formed what in the modern language of politics is 
& called the country party, were by no means diſpoſed 
ed entruſt a governor with the power of aſſenting 
0rd any laws which might be procured in parliament. 
ed Not employed, and little noticed by the ſtate, they 
n- vere ignorant of the ſchemes and intentions of the 


deputy ; 


8 : | Perrot 
It was the pride of Sir John Perrot, that Life. i 


he could prevail on the old Iriſh leaders, not only 


ancient manners. Tirlaugh Lynnough, in his old 


John Perrot accord-Idid. 
ingly moved for the ſuſpenſion of this law, in the 


Hiſt. of too inconſiderable to demand the preſence of the 
Bent of chief governor. But Perrot had been alarmed with 
Sir] Per- intelligence of ſchemes formed by the popiſh clergy, 

— to 
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deputy ; and this ignorance rendered them the more 
ſuſpicious. It appears from their letters to the 
Engliſh council (where theſe gentlemen frequently 
explained their real or pretended grievances) that 
they particularly apprehended ſome ſcheme of op. 
preſſive and extraordinary taxation. But whatever 
were their motives, they gave a vigorous oppoſition 
to the bill for ſuſpenſion of Poyning's law, and, 
notwithſtanding the moſt zealous efforts of the 
court, were enabled to overthrow it. The ſame 
fate attended ſome of the tranſmitted bills. One 
for rene wing the ordinary ſubſidy of thirteen fhil. 
lings and four pence upon every plow-land, was re- 
jected by the commons. Such was the temper of 
this houſe, that they refuſed to veſt the queen with 
the lands of attainted perſons, without office or in- 
quiſition ; and to declare thoſe guilty of treaſon who 
ſhould rebelliofly detain any of her caſtles. It was 
judged expedient to defer the introduction of 2 
tranſmitted bill of impoſt on wines. So that a ſhort 
ſeſſion of conteſt and oppoſition, in which two acts 
only were paſſed, one for the attainder of lord Bal- 
tinglaſs and his adherents, another for the reſtora- 
tion in blood of a perſon whoſe anceſtors had been 
attainted in the reign of Henry the eighth, was 
+ followed by a ſpeedy prorogation. 
VNxà appearances of danger and diſorder in the 
North called the deputy again into this province. 
The king of Scots had promiſed to controul his rov- 
ing ſubjects, and prevent their perpetual irruptions 
into Ulſter, but without effect. A new deſcent 
was made by no inconſiderable body, commanded 
by Alexander, ſon to the chieftain of the Scottiſh 
colony already ſettled in Clanhuboy ; and which, 
with the aſſiſtance of ſome unreformed Iriſh, in- 
feſted the northern garriſons. This incident ſeemed 
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to introduce a foreign army into Ulſter. He was 
aſſured that Tirlaugh of Tirone was deſpiſed by 
his followers, on account of his age and weakneſs : 
and deteſted by the moſt refractory for his compli- 
ances with Engliſh government; that they diſo- 
beyed and deſerted him; that the beginnings of 
dangerous faction had already appeared in this diſ- 
trict; that the ſons of the late John O'Nial begun 
to collect their followers, and to concert their ſchemes 
to obtain the chieftainry, independent of Engliſh 
government. Senfible of the inconſtancy of the 
Iriſh, and that the firſt ſtorm of inſurrection might 
ſubvert thoſe arrangements he had eftabliſhed in the 
northern province, he marched into Ulſter. Here 
he ſoon learned that the danger from the Scots was 
already vaniſhed. They had been encountered by 
the queen's troops, and totally defeated. Their 
captain was made priſoner, and as he had formerly 
ſworn allegiance, and bound himſelf to Engliſh go- 
vernment, he was executed as a traitor. Perrot 
had now only to ſummon the Iriſh chieftains, who 
E readily attended him at Dun n. He demand- 
ed hoſtages from thoſe ſuſpected of diſaffection, 
which by moſt of them were delivered. He com- 
poſed their private diſſenſions, and leaving the chief 
direction of the northern province to Tirlaugh of 
Tirone, Hugh, baron of Dungannon, and Sir Hen- 
ry whoſe family had obtained a confide- 
| able ſettlement in the North, he returned to Dub- 
lin, where he was attended by Sorleboy, the old 
- Scottiſh chieftain, who ſubmitted, and renewed his 
engagements to government. An Engliſhman was 
found fo mean and brutal as to inſult the unhappy _ 


| father on the misfortune of his ſon, and to point Hiſt. of 


exultingly to his head, which was erected on ab 


ment of 


pole: the brave old Scot viewed the ſpectacle with sir J. Per- 


2 ſtern compoſure, and turning to his inſulter, with rot. 
a menacing and indignant aſpect, My ſon,” faid 
he, hath many heads.” 


In 


308 


Perrot's 


HISTORY OF IRELAND. B. Iy. 


In the midſt of Perrot's cares and efforts for the 
complete ſettlement and reformation of the king. 
dom, neither his merits nor his ſucceſs could ſecure 
him from the attacks of malice and diſcontent. He 
had ever profeſſed a tender regard for the rights of 
the old native Iriſh, a principle equally honourable 
and politic, and which naturally * him attentive 
to guard againſt oppreſſion and abuſes in the lower 
offices of —— and this could ſcarcely fail 
of raifing him a number of ſecret enemies. As the 
eſtabliſhment of an univerſity in Ireland was now 
become a favourite object, he had conceived the 
deſign cf diſſolving the cathedral of Saint Patrick, 
and converting its revenues to this purpoſe, and 
thus kindled a moſt implacable reſentment in the 


breaſt of Loftus, archbiſhop of Dublin, and chan- 


cellor of Ireland, whoſe intereſt was confiderably 
affected by fuch a ſcheme. His enemies were in- 
duſtrious to repreſent his actions in the moſt excep- 
tionable view; and were heard with too much at- 
tention in England. The negle& with which his 
overtures had been treated, hurried him into ſome 
paſſionate expreſſions againſt the queen. And when 
ſhe had written to Mo in . of approbation, 
he was weak enough to impute it to her fears of a 
Spaniſh invaſion. Such effuſions of paſſion and 
indiſcretion, were malignantly noted, and reported 
with aggravation. The lords and gentlemen of the 


pale were influenced by his enemies to repreſent 


their grievances, in land, and their apprehen- 
fions of his deſigns any them with intolerable 
taxes: which ſome of them were afterwards fo in- 
genuous as to retract. Even fraud and forgery were 
employed to diſgrace him. A letter was counter- 
os, ol ſent into England, in the name — ir- 
laugh Lynnogh, complaming of the moſt ve 
* fuftamed — Sir Joha Perrot. "But this 
chieftain, in the warmth of gratitude for kind- 


neſſes received, diſpatched his emiſſary to — 
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the letter, and to bear teſtimony to the rectitude of 

the lord deputy's tranſactions. Another forgery, 
importing protection granted by Verrot, to a po- 
piſn prieft, in which the expreſſions v ere uſed of 
our kingdom of Ireland, and our caſtle of Dublin, 
was tranfmitted into England, and made a ſhame- 
ful impreſſion on the mind of Elizabeth. | 

Ix her reſentment againſt the deputy, the queen 

ſcemed to have forgotten her own intereſt. A Spa- 
| niſh invaſion was expected to fall on the South of 
Ireland : yet perpetual drafts were made from her 
garriſons, for the ſervice of the Low- countries, nor 
could Perrot's warmeſt inſtances obtain either forces 
or proviſions for guarding againſt the danger. One 
Fenton, the Iriſh ſecretary of ſtate, eſteemed for Cox ex 
his knowledge of this country, and employed as a MSS. 
kind of ſpy upon the deputy, was ſent for to the Lamb. 
court of England, and returned with ſuch inftruc- 

tions to Perrot, as manifeſted that the queen had 

been poſſeſſed with an unfavourable opinion of his 
adminiſtration, and particularly of his conduct in 

the management of her revenue. In conſequence 

of this mortification, he wrote to Elizabeth in 

terms of the utmoſt duty and humility, earneſtly 
entreating her permiſſion to repair to England, and 

to juſtify his conduct in the royal preſence; affur- 

ing her at the ſame time that he expected to pre- Perrot's 
vail on a number of Iriſh chieftains in the ſeveral 
provinces, to attend him to her court; which muſt 

cut off the Spaniard's hopes of ſucceſs in Ireland, 

when he found thoſe lords on whom he chiefly de- 
pended, giving ſuch proofs of their allegiance and 

the queen poſſeſſed of ſo many valuable hoſtages 

for the fidelity of their people. 

Bur with whatever neglect his propoſitions were 
received, Perrot continued to adminifter his go- . 
Yernment with fidelity and zeal. A commiſſion was 
iſſued for ſettling a compoſition in Connaught, in 
the place of aſſeſſments for the maintenance of 

| 5 | troops; 


Perrot's 
Lett. 
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been executed by Deſmond before his rebellion 
The houſe was embarraſſed, and ſeemed ready t 


- & 
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which was conducted with ſucceſs, an am. 
ple compoſition granted, and the ſyſtem of Englig 
polity, for the preſent thankfully received in this 
province. In a ſecond ſeſſion of parliament, bill 
were propoſed for attainder of the earl of Deſmond 
and his adherents, but received not without diff. 
culty and oppoſition. To prevent the diſmembe:. 
ing of this earl's vaſt poſſeſſions, one of the Gerl 
dines of Munſter produced a feoffment, ſaid to hay 


acquieſce in its validity, when the original of a 
aſſociation was produced, of a date prior to that d 
the pretended grant, ſigned by Deſmond and li 
kinſmen, to which the name of this Geraldine wa 
ſubſcribed, and which declared their defiance au 
oppoſition to the queen's government. It migtt 
have been alledged, that after this aſſociation De 
mond had ſubmitted, and been reſtored to favour 
But the paper was received without objection, asa 
evidence of the fraud, and the bills paſſed, wherely 
Deſmond and about one hundred and forty of hy 
accomplices were attainted, and all their honour 
and eftates declared forfeit to the queen. 

Tnus was every obſtacle removed to Elizabetl's 


favourite ſcheme of repeopling Munſter with a 


Engliſh colony. Letters were written to ever 
county in England to encourage younger brothen 
to become undertakers in Ireland. Eſtates wer 


18. Tn. Offered in fee at a ſmall acreable rent of three penct, 
Col. Dub. and in ſome places two pence, to commence at thi 


of three years, and for three years more, halt 
only of the ſtipulated rent was to be paid. Sevel 
years were allowed to complete their plantation 


The undertaker for twelve thouſand acres was bound 
to plant eighty-fix families on his eftate : thoſe who 


engaged for leſſer ſeigniories, were to provide: 


proportionable number. None of the native Iriſh 
were to be admitted among their tenantry ; and, 


among 
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among other advantages, they were aſſured that 
ſufficient garriſons ſhould be ſtationed on their fron- 
tiers; and commiſſioners appointed to decide their 
WM controverſies. Sir Chriſtopher Hatton, Sir Walter 
Raleigh, Sir Thomas Norris, Sir Warham Saintle- 
ger, Sir George Bourchier, and a number of other 
gentlemen of power and diſtinction, received grants 
of different portions. But the greater their rank 
and conſequence, the more were they emboldened 
to neglect the terms of their grant. Inſtead of com- 
pleting their ſtipulated numbers of tenantry, the 
ſame perſons were admitted tenants to different un- 
dertakers, and in the fame ſeigniory ſometimes 
ſerved at once as free-holder, as leaſe-holder, as 
copy-holder, to fill up the neceſſary number of 
each denomination. Leaſes and conveyances were 
made to many of the Iriſhry.* In ſome places the 
lands were abandoned to the old poſſeſſors, in others 
the undertakers unjuſtly encroached on the eſtates 
of the innocent and loyal inhabitants : not refiding 
themſelves, they entruſted the ſettlement and ſup- 
port of their reſpective colonies, to agents ignorant, 
negligent, and corrupt. No effectual proviſions 
were made for defence either by themſelves or b 
the queen. Such inſtances of miſconduct were ſe- 
verely felt, and contributed to the ſubſequent diſ- 


orders of the kingdom. 
vl i X Is 


The lands forfeited by Deſmond's rebellion are generally 
ſaid to amount to five hundred and ſeventy-four thouſand fix 
hundred and twenty-eight acres. Cox, from the MSS. of 
Lambeth, reckons up x cw ſeigniories granted to as many 
adventurers, and amounting to two hundred and eight thou- 
ſand eighty-nine acres. In a manuſcript of Trinity College 
Dublin, the number of ſeigniories granted to undertakers is 
faid to be thirty-three. Suppoſing then the three additional 
ſeigniories to be of the largeſt kind (which is not probable) 

grants will amount to two hundred and forty-four thou- 
ſand and eighty acres. There remained chen three hundred 
and thi Goofend five hundred and forty-eight acres reſtored 
to ſuch as had been pardoned, or abandoned to the old poſ- 
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In the mean time, the regulations eſtabliſhed in 
Connaught were threatened with a total overthrow 
by the violence of the degenerate De Burghos. 
They regretted the circumſcription of their own 
power, by the introduction of Engliſh polity ; and 
inſtead of tyrannizing over their inferiors, were 
rigialy and ſeverely governed by Sir Richard Bing. 
ham. The ſheriffs and other officers of juſtice fol. 
lowed the example of the lord preſident, and acted 
not only with rigour, but imperiouſneſs. They 
entered the ſeveral counties, attended with large 
bodies of armed men, pillaging the inhabitants, 
whom they affected to deſpiſe, terrifying them with 
their military train, and rendering the execution of 
law odious and oppreſſive; fo as to confirm their 
averſion from a ſyſtem accepted with reluctance. 
One of the De Burghos, called Thomas Roah, was 
ſummoned to the ſeſſion of judges, held in the 
county of Mayo, and refuſed to attend. Bingham 
ordered him to be ſeized ; he reſiſted and was kill- 
ed; two of his adherents were taken and executed: 
the whole ſept affected the utmoſt terror and aſto- 
niſkment. They addreſſed themſelves to the lord 
deputy : and fo plauſible were their repreſentations, 
that Bingham received orders not to proceed to ſuch 
ſeverities for the future, without the knowledge and 
approbation of the chief governor. This favour 
ſerved but to encourage the De Burghos to new ex- 
travagances. While Bingham was employed in 
reducing a dangerous outlaw, and noted partizan 
of the pope, they ſeized ſome forts, to defend them- 


ſelves, as they alledged, againſt the injuries of the 


Engliſh. One of theſe forts, fituated on the bor- 
ders of a lake, was attacked by water; and although 
the befiegers were obliged to retreat with loſs and 
danger, yet the rebels dreading a ſecond aſſault, a- 
bandoned the poſt, and fled into their woods whi- 
ther they were vigorouſly purſued by Bingham. 
One of their leaders, Richard, brother to Tn 
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Roah, ſoon ſurrendered; but fo little attention did 
the preſident ſhew to the directions of the chief 
overnor, that he ordered him to inſtant execution. 
The irritable ſpirit of Sir John Perrot was fired by 
this conduct. He diſpatched a peremptory mandate 
to Bingham, that he ſhould deſiſt from all hoſtilities 
againſt the De Burghos, accept their ſuhmiſſions, 
and receive them into the protection of government. 
The preſident could not diſobey, but with becom- 
ing dignity contrived that the protections ſhould be 
the conſequence of an humble application from the 
inſurgents, granted them in his own name, ſealed 
them with the ſeal of his province; and repairing 
to Dublin in ſpleen and diſcontent, gave an account 
of his proceedings to the council. | f 
PerRoOT expreſſed a violent diſapprobation of his 
conduct: he recounted various inſtances in which 


the old inhabitants had been provoked, and forced 


into inſurrections, by injuſtice, rigour, and oppreſ- 
fion. Bingham, on the other hand, urged the ne- 
ceſſity of a ftri& and ſevere government in a diſor- 
| dered ſtate, the reſtleſſneſs and infincerity of the old 
natives, and the danger to be apprehended from 
the governor's preſent indulgence. Their alterca- 
tion was violent; they avowed their mutual enmi- 
ty; but Bingham had the ſatisfaction of finding his 
conduct and ſentiments juſtified by the event. His 
letters informed him that the De Burghos had riſen 
again with ten-fold violence, were burning and ra- 
vaging, infiſted that no ſheriff ſhould preſume to 
enter into their country, that they ſhould be go- 
verned by a chieftain, as in ancient times; diſ- 
claimed the queen's government, and declared for 
Spain and Rome. Theſe letters he preſented with 
an inſolent triumph to Sir John Perrot; who now Ware. 
reſolved to march in perſon againft the inſurgents.” 
But among other mortifications to which he was 
expoſed, one, and not the leaſt was, that he could 
not engage in any military expedition without the 
X 2 aſſent 
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aſſent of the privy council; and this was abſolutely 
denied. The war was thus neceſſarily entruſted to 
Bingham, and he proſecuted it with vigour and ſeve- 
rity. The hoſtages v. hich the De Burghos had de- 
livered into his hands, as a ſurety for their adhe- 
rence to their late ſtipulations, were executed with 
a cruelty palliated by the melancholy plea of ftate 
neceſſity. The inſurgents were purſued to their re- 
treats, and reduced to the very point of deſpera- 
tion, when a body of two thouſand Scottiſh rovers 


marched to their aſſiſtance. A reinforcement fo 


alarming, determined Perrot to break through all 
reſtraints, and to ſupport the queen's intereſt, even 
in diſobedience to her inſtructions. Bingham had 


retreated, and the rebels confidently boaſted that 


no force could now withſtand him. The deputy 


therefore marched towards the weſtern province; 
but before he could arrive at the ſeat of commotion, 
Intelligence was received, that by a ſignal and deci- 


five victory gained over the Scots, Bingham had 
entirely put an end to the rebellion. 

Tunis victory was not obtained without the aſſiſt- 
ance of the well-affe&ted clans both of the Iriſh and 
degenerate Ergliſh. In every interval of tranquil- 
lity, the queen impatiently endeavoured to alleviate 


the charge of her Iriſh government. Not confider- 


ing that her enemies, though reduced, were not 
yet inured to obedience, ſhe was ever ready to leflen 
the number of her inſufficient Iriſh forces : and at 
this time particularly, recalled both men and offi- 
cers to the ſervice of the Netherlands. Some of 
the leſs reformed Iriſh were folicited to engage in 
this ſervice. Others, flying from their dangers and 
diſtrefles, or ſeduced by the eccleſiaſtics, enliſted in 
the army of Spain. At home, the neceſſities of 
ſtate obliged the deputy to encourage thoſe, who 
were lately reclaimed and profeſſed allegiance, 
to ſerve againſt the open enemies of government, 
ſo as in many places to convert the old * 
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a ſtanding militia, who had been accuſtomed only to 
| aſſemble tumultuouſly, at the command of their 
leaders, and after a few days of ſervice, to return 
| to their habitations. Thus the ſecret enemies of 
| Engliſh power gradually learned the art and uſe of 
| arms, both on the continent and in their own coun- 
try, at the very time when the Engliſh dominion i 
vas exerciſed with a provoking ſeverity, even in n 
its ſtate of weakneſs. 5 N 
| In the Northern province, which had but juſt 
| now profeſſed to accept the Engliſh polity, the ex- 
ecution of the laws was rendered deteſtable and in- 
tolerable by the queen's officers. Sheriffs purchaſ- 
ed their places; acted, as in Connaught, with in- pings 
ſolence and oppreſſion; ſpoiled the old inhabitants, of Effer. ; 
and obliged them to recur to their native chieftains 
| for protection. As the ſtate had no forces in Ulſter, 
nothing but the mutual ſuſpicion and diſunion of 
the Iriſh prevented a ſudden and violent inſurrection. 
Grievances and diſſatisfactions were echoed from va- 
rious quarters. As yet they were ſubmitted to the 
deputy. But the great Iriſh lords, however they 
acknowledged an allegiance to the crown, were ſtill 
conſcious of their ancient independence, and in pro- 
portion as government grew leſs formidable, were 
the leſs ſtudious to diſſemble their abhorrence of it. 
To encreaſe the turbulence of their ſpirits, and to 
animate their hopes of innovation, intelligence was 
daily ſpread by popiſh ecclefiaftics of the vaſt and 
terrible preparations made by Spain, to overwhelm 
all England at once, by an irreſiſtible invaſion. 
They were encouraged to look on Philip as their 
great patron and deliverer, and to hold themſelves 
ready for the fair occaſion of aſſerting the catholic 
cauſe and the liberty of their nation.“ 

5 AmMonG 


* Candour obliges us to acknowledge that the Romiſh cler- 
Sy at this period did not uniformly concur in exciting the Iriſh 
to. Inſurrections. Sullivan himſelf confeſſes (although it was 
his buſineſs to repreſent the religious zeal cf his countrymen in 
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Morryſon, 
bs | B, I. E. 1. perſon was not ſtriking, he yet poſſeſſed a vigour 
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Amons the northern lords, Hugh, fon to the 
late Matthew baron of Dungannon, had acquired 
confiderable weight and conſequence by the favours 
he had received from government. Though his 


of conſtitution fitted for all the ſeverities of a mili- 
tary life. Leſs reſpected in his ſept on account of 
the illegitimacy of his deſcent, he entered ear'y into 
the ſervice of Engliſh government, and in the re- 
bellion of Deſmond was diſtinguiſhed by his induſ- 
try, activity, and valour : by an Engliſh education, 
and a conſtant intercourſe with the ſtate, he added 
the poliſh of Engliſh manners to a temper naturally 
infinuating and ſubtile: but this refinement he could 
eaſily diſguiſe among his own people, and aſſume 
all the port, and accommodate himſelf to all the 
barbarous manners of an O'Nial. In the parlia- 
ment held by Sir John Perrot, he petitioned, that 
by virtue of the royal t to his grandfather earl 
Conn, to his father el heirs, he might be ad- 
mitted to the place and title of earl of Tirowen, as 
well as to the inheritance annexed to this earldom. 
The title was readily granted ; but for the inherit- 
ance, which by the attainder of John O' Nial was 
veſted i in the crown, he was referred to the queen's 
_ pleaſure. He addreſſed himſelf to the deputy, and 
ſo far prevailed by his infinuating manners, and par- 
_ ticularly by promiſing, that, if reftored to his eſ- 
tate, a large rent ſhould be ſecured to the crown, 
that Perrot ſent him into England with warm let- 
ters of recommendation, that he might prefer his 
petition to the queen. All his powers of obſequi- 
ouſneſs and flattery were employed to 2 
Elizabeth. She * to 3 him on the 
ſtate of Ireland. With an appearance of the moſt 
ingenuous 
the moſt advantageous point of view) that a conſiderable party 
among this clergy recommended a dutiful ſubmiſſion to go- 


vernment, and oppoſed the practices of ther more intempe- 
rate brethren. Hiſt. Cath. p. 117. * 
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| cient manners : artfully pleaded the neceſſity of 


ment; and, affecting a particular ſolicitude for the 
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ingenuous Zeal, he lamented the unnatural reluc- 
tance of his countrymen to crder and civility, and 
their barbarous prepoſſeſſions in favour of their an- 


ſtrengthening their attachment to Engliſh govern- 


welfare of his own diſtri, implored her majeſty to 
take effectual meaſures for ſuppreſſing the name of 
ONial, as the firft ſtep neceſſary for introducing 
the ineſtimable bleflings of Engliſh laws and man- 
ners into the northern province. This artifice ſo A. D. 
wrought upon the queen, that by letters patent, 1587 
under the great ſeal of England, ſhe granted him 
both the earldom and the inheritance annexed to it, 
without any reſervation of rent. It was only pro- 
vided, that the bounds of Tirowen ſhould be mark- 
ed out explicitly: that two hundred and forty acres Rot. Can. 
ſhould be reſerved adjoining to the river called In 29 
Blackwater, for the uſe of a fort there to be erectedʒ; 
that the new earl ſhould challenge no authority 
over the neighbouring lords: that the ſons of John 
and Tirlaugh O' Nial ſhould have ſufficient proviſions 
allotted to them: and that Tirlaugh ſhould be con- 
tinued Iriſh chieftain of Tirowen, with a right of 
ſuperiority over Mac-Guire and O'Cahan, two ſub- 
ordinate lords (or Uriaghts as they are called) of 
his neighbourhood. | = 
Huon now returned triumphantly into Ireland, Morryſon, 


Perrot, though offended that the patent had _ 
paſſed in the uſual channel of Iriſh affairs, and that 
the rent had not been reſerved, yet acquieſced in 
they royal pleaſure, and received the earl with ſuffi- 
cient reſpect. In Tirowen he was conſidered as a 
capital favourite of the queen; and he took care to 
magnify the graces he had received, and to impreſs 
the rude inhabitants with exalted ideas of his power 
and conſequence. Tirlaugh, the old chieftain, not- 
withſtanding the ſtipulations made in his behalf, 
conſcious of his own weakneſs, readily conſented to 
C refign 
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reſign his authority ; which, without the title, na. 
turally devolved on the earl. Government now 
found it neceſſary to look to him for aſſiſtance and 
ſupport againſt the diſaffected of his province; and 
under the ſemblance of attachment to the crown, 
he well knew how to encreaſe his conſequence. He 
infidiouſly propoſed to keep fix companies con. 
ſtantly on foot, ready to encounter any inſurgents 
who might preſume to diſturb the peace cf the 
northern province. The propoſal was incautiouſly 
accepted ; ſo that by daily changing the men of 
theſe companies, when they had once learned the 
ule of arms, and ſubſtituting new untrained men 
in their places, he had the opportunity of forming 
all the inhabitants of his country to military diſci- 
pline. At the ſame time, under pretence of build- 
ing a manſion-houſe, which was eſteemed a bond 
of civility and allegiance, he was permitted to tranf- 
port to Dungannon a great quantity of lead, for 
covering his battlements; all of which he artfully 
reſerved for ſome future occaſion of military ſervice. 

In the mean time the power which he gradually 
aſſumed could not fail of rendering him 1 
to the neighbouring lords. Mac- Mahon accuſed 
him to the ſtate, of arbitrary and oppreſſive exac- 
tions. Mac- Guire pleaded his wrongs againſt them 
both, and was in turn accuſed of ſiniſter practices. 
Tirlaugh himſelf complained of depredations made 
by the aſpiring earl. As if he were already veſted 
with the Iriſh chieftainry of his country, he gra- 
dually exerciſed more and more authority over the 
neighbouring lords; he ſecretly practiſed with the 
Lifter Scots, and ſent them conſiderable reinforce- 
ments in their petty excurſions, ſtipulating to re- 
ceive the like aſſiſtance from them, whenever he 
ſhould demand it: and artfully contriving to re- 
concile himſelf to the ſept of O'Cahan, who had 
experienced his oppreſſion, he entruſted them with 
the foſtering of his fon, that powerful bond of union 


among the native Iriſh, ' 
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SCARCELY had theſe ſuſpicious circumſtances beencox. 
reported to the ſtate, when intelligence arrived, 
fill more alarming, that O Donnel, the powerful 
chieftain of Tirconnel, had bidden defiance to Eng- 
liſh government, and abſolutely refuſed to admit a 
ſheriff into his diſtrict. On occaſions like this, 
ſuch a military force was uſually employed as might 
terrify the diſobedient lord into a temporary ſub- 
miſſion; but the ſtate was now left deftitute even 
of ſuch a force. The council at Dublin was in the 
utmoſt perplexity ; provoked at the inſolence of 
O'Donnel, yet dreading to aſſert their authority, 
left they ſhovld kindle up a war for which they 
were by no means prepared. Expedients were pro- 
poſed, and rejected; when Perrot, in a kind of tri- 
umph over the embarraſſment of his counſellors, 
aſſured them, that if they would reſign the affair 
to his conduct, he made no doubt of bringing in 
O'Donnel or his fon, without any extraordinary 
charge to her majeſty, any hazard to her ſubjects, 
annoyance to the country, or interruption of its 
peace. 

LzrT to the execution of his project, and intent 
only on preſent expediency, he proceeded in a man- 
ner equally impolitic and diſhonourable. A mer- 
chant of Dublin was inſtructed to lade a ſhip with 
Spaniſh wines, and to ſail up by Donnegal, into the 
country of O'Donnel, to expoſe his wines to ſale, 
to ſhew an extraordinary courteſy and bounty to 
the natives, to invite, and feaſt them in his ſhip : 
and if the old chieftain or his fon, ſhould be pre- 
vailed on to come on board, to entertain them li- 
berally; and when intoxicated to ſecure them under 
hatches, and to convey them to Dublin. The pre- 
tended Spaniſh merchant executed his commiſſion 
accurately and ſucceſsfully. The rude inhabitants 
crowded to purchaſe his wines, and to partake of 
his liberality. The eldeſt fon of O'Donnel, and 
two companions, accepted his invitation to carouſe 

on 
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on board of his ſhip: and when they awaked from 
their debauch, they found themſelves priſoners. 
They were depoſited in the caftle of Dublin; and 
Perrot exulted in the eafineſs and ſucceſs with 
which he had procured hoſtages for the peaceable 
ſubmiſſion of O Donnel. 
His adminiſtration was now drawing towards à 
ig of concluſion. Neglected in England, and denied the 
govern- ſupport neceſſary for his government: mortified in 
| ment of Various inſtances by the queen; traduced by the 
Sir J. unceafing malice of his enemies, and inſulted by 
Ferrot. his inferiors at the council-board, he grew impati- 
ent to be recalled, and earneftly petitioned Eliza. 
beth to relieve him from a burden, which the per- 
verſeneſs of her ſubjects in Ireland of the Engliſh 
race had rendered utterly intolerable; and whom he 
had provoked beyond all poſſibility of reconciliation 
by reſtraining their oppreſſions of the ancient na- 
tives. I can pleaſe your majeſty's Iriſh ſubjects, 
ſaid he, better than the Engliſh, who, I fear will 
« ſhortly learn the Iriſh cuſtoms, ſooner than the 
* Jews did thoſe of the Heathens. My foul is a 
„ witneſs to my Saviour, this is truth which your 
true and faithſul ſubject ſpeaketh. I am weary 
of my place but never to ſerve your highneſs.” 
The queen conſented to appoint a ſucceſſor: but as 
the Spaniſh invaſion was now expected, Perrot 
took care, before the intelligence of his ſpeedy de- 


parture was ps to ſummon a number of lords 
and chieftains before him, who might be ſuſpected 
of favouring a foreign enemy. In this time of dan- 
ger he exhorted them to give the fulleſt aſſurances 
of their peaceable and loyal intentions, by deliver- 
ing hoſtages to government. He convinced them of 
the propriety of this meaſure; and they conſented. 
He delivered the ſword to Sir William Fitz-Wil⸗ 
liam, declaring that he left the kingdom in peace; 
and that now, though a private man, he would en- 
gage to bring in any ſuſpected leader within * 

ays, 
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days, without violence and conteſt. He embarked, 
with the acclamations, particularly of the lower 
orders of people, who had felt the benefits of his 
adminiſtration. Old Tirlaugh of Tirowen follow- 
ed him to the water-fide, bathed in tears. 
Si William Fitz-William afſumed the reins of 
vernment at a favourable period; when an inter- 
val of tranquillity had diffuſed plenty and proſperity 
through the country; when the provinces of Con- 
naught and Munſter were governed with vigor by 
Sir Richard Bingham and Sir Thomas Norris de- 
puty to his brother John; when the diſcontents and 
ſecret practices of Ulſter had not yet broken out 
into any violence, and might have eaſily been ſti- 
fled by a moderate and equitable conduct. But the 
new deputy doth not appear to have been difinter- 
eſted, or even uncorrupt, much leſs poſſeſſed with 
liberal principles of policy. He is ſaid to have ſo- 
licited ſome reward for his ſervices in his former ad- 
miniſtration, and to have received for anſwer, that 
the ſtation of an Iriſh lord deputy was an honour- 
able preferment, which ſhould challenge no reward. 
In reſuming the government, he therefore reſolved 
to take every occaſion of converting it to his own 
emolument. 
Ox the defeat of the famous enterprize formed 
againft England by the king of Spain, ſeventeen 
ſhips of the invincible Armada, containing about 
five thouſand four hundred men, were driven by 
ſtorm on the northern and north-weſtern coaſts of 
Ireland, They were received by the Iriſh, who 
conſidered them as their kinſmen, with the utmoſt 27 
kindneſs and hoſpitality. And as the incident ſer s-: 
; ed to revive all their prepoſſeſſions, they naturally 
| diſcourſed with theſe foreigners, of their ancient 
grandeur, the ſubjection which now oppreſſed them 
; and the glory of reſcuing an injured people from 
: the Engliſh yoke. They were encouraged in ſuch 
ſentiments; the greatneſs, the goodneſs of the king 
| of 


322 


Sullivan. 


Cox. 5 


his ſhip foundred, and the whole crew periſhed. 
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of Spain, but above all, his zeal for the catholic 


cauſe, were magnificently diſplayed. From him 
they were aſſured of receiving protection and ſup. 
port; and exhorted to perſevere in their laudable 
diſaffection to an heretical government. The earl 
of ILirone was ſuſpected of having entered into a 
formal treaty with the Spaniards, and concerted 
dangerous ſchemes for favouring a future invaſion, 
Others of the Iriſh lords avowed their attachment 
to Spain with leſs reſerve. One thouſand Spaniards, 
under the command of an officer called Antonio 
de Leva, were caſt on the territory of O'Ruarc, 
the Iriſh chięftain of Breffney, and there hoſpitably 
entertained, Bingham prepared to attack them; 
the Iriſhman obſtinately oppoſed the attempt: he 
conſidered ſuch a troop according to the ideas of 
his countrymen, as a powerful army, and in con- 
junction with a neighbouring chieftain urged An- 
tonio to ſtay in Ireland, and to declare war againſt 


Elizabeth; repreſenting the weak ſtate of her Iriſh 


army, the vaſt aſſiſtance to be expected from his 
countrymen, and the eafe with which the Engliſh 


power might be overthrown. The Spaniard, who 


poſſibly entertained no reſpectful opinion of his new 
ally, replied, that at preſent he was not warranted to 
engage in ſuch an enterprize, without commiſſion 
from his royal maſter; but that he ſhould ſpeedily 
return with ſuch powers and ſuch an armament, as 
would effectually anſwer their generous purpoſe. 
He embarked, but even in fight of the Iriſh ſhore, 


Thus was OfRuarc abandoned to the vengeance of 
the lord preſident; who, after ſome hoſtilities drove 
him for ſhelter into Scotland, where he was ſeized 
by order of the king, delivered to Elizabeth, and 
afterwards executed in London as a traitor. 

In the mean time reports were induftriouly 


Morryſon, conveyed to the lord-deputy, that vaſt treaſures and 
B. I. C. 1. ſtores of various kinds had been brought by the 
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Spanicrds into Ireland, and now lay ſecreted in the 
places where they had been entertained. Fitz-Wil- 
liam, fired with the hopes of poſſeſſing himſelf of 
this maſs of wealth, firſt iſſued a commiſſion for 
ſearching, and ſecuring it as the property of the 
queen. His commiſſion proved ineffectual: he 
therefore marched in perſon into Ulſter, in the 
depth of winter, to the great charge of the ſtate, 
and annoyance to the country, in purſuit of this 
treaſure : but whether his intelligence was falſe, or 
his ſearches artfully evaded, no treature could be 
four1. Sir Owen Mac-Toole, father-in-law to the 


earl of Tirone, and Sir John O'Dougherty, were 


repreſented, as having poſſeſſed themſelves of a 
conſiderable part of theſe ſuppoſed ftores In the 
vexation of diſappointment, Fitz-William ſeized 
them, and without any probf or preſumption of 
pr. committed two gentlemen, who had done 


vices, and were known to be well- affected to 


government, to cloſe durance in the caſtle of Dub- 
lin. The firſt was not enlarged till the ſeverity of 
his confinement had reduced him to the point of 
death. The other, after a reſtraint of two years, 
was faid to have purchaſed his liberty by a confide- 
rable bribe. 3 

Tuis ſevere and arbitrary treatment of two per- 
ſons, reverenced among their countrymen, was re- 
ceived with abhorrence. The loyal Iriſh trembled 
for their own ſafety ; many repented of their ſub- 
miſſions; and the diſaffected were confirmed in 
their inveteracy. The earl of Tirone, whoſe con- 
ſeiouſneſs of his own ſecret practices, ſerved to 
alarm him the more, and was regarded by the ſtate 
with jealouſy and ſuſpicion, determined to with- 
draw himſelf from the violence of Fitz- William, 
and with an affectation of duty and loyalty repaired 
to England, to caſt himſelf at the feet of Elizabeth, 


_ renew his aſſurances of attachment and fidelity. 
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Morryſon and was therefore at firſt reſtrained of his liberty, 


B. I. C. 1. 


Sullivan. 


Camden. 


Morryſon 


but ſuch was the well-difſembled zeal of his ſub. 
miſſion and humility, that the offence was ſoon par. 
doned, and the earl admitted before the privy coun. 
cil, to give ſuch affurance of his future loyalty 


ſhould be demanded. He agreed to find ſuretie, 


for his good behaviour, with the addition of hof. 
tages to be delivered to the Iriſh deputy, and to he 
exchanged once in three months. The principal 
articles which he was thus bound to perform, were 
to continue loyal and peaceable ; to renounce || 
Iriſh ſovereignty and Iriſh cuſtoms ; and to promote 
the eſtabliſhment of Engliſh laws and manners in 
his diſtrict; to give no aid to the queen's enemies; 
to hold no e eee with foreign traitors ; to 
maintain no monks or friars ; not to meddle with 
ſpiritual livings; to levy no forces without licence 
of the ſtate; to keep his troop of fifty horſe in 
the queen's pay complete ; and to be ever ready on 
a general hoſting to attend the royal ſtandard to 
ſupply the garriſon of Blackwater with proviſions 
at a reaſonable price; to impoſe no exactions but 
by commiſſion | the ſtate; and to execute no 
criminals but by licence of martial law. The art: 
cles which reſtrained him in the exerciſe of Inſh 
ſovereignty, were at his repreſentations of the equi- 
ty and neceſſity of it, ordered to be impoſed on 


the'chieftains of his neighbourhood alſo. He rea- 


dily and cheerfully acquieſced in every requiſition; 
and the earl of Gd and Sir Chriſtopher Hat- 
ton became ſureties for his performance. 
SCARCELY had this accommodation been con- 
cluded, when the ſons of John O'Nial, who envied 
and dreaded the riſing power of Tirone, made 1 


bold attempt to effect his ruin. Hugh a baſtard fon 
of John, ſurnamed Ne- Gavelocte, or the fettercs, 
from the circumſtance of his being born in the cap- 
tivity of his mother, was commiſſioned to repair 
to the court of England, and there to accuſe the 27 
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of ſeveral articles of treaſon, particularly of having 
entered into ſecret negotiations with Spain, by 
means of thoſe Spaniards who had been ſhipwreck- 
ed on his coaſt. Tirone affected to treat this accu- 
ſation with contempt; he imputed it to the enmity 
which his countrymen had conceived againſt him 
from his attachment to the queen; and obſerved, 
that he, who had adviſed the total ſuppreſſion of the 
name of O'Nial, never could be forgiven by that 
haughty ſept. Thus converting this charge i to 
2 proof of his merits, he ſo wrought upon the 
council, that the accuſer was negle&ed, and the 
earl permitted to return to Ireland. His promiſes 
and aſſurances of fulfilling his engagements were 
renewed to the lord deputy ; but when preſſed to 
execute his indentures in due form, he artfully re- 
plied, that all his neighbouring lords ſtood equally 
engaged with him, and that when they were ready 
to appear before the ſtate, and enter into the ne- 
ceſſary ſecurities, he ſhould be found equally pre- 
pared ; but to execute his indentures ſingly, while 
they continued free, were only to expoſ2 his coun- 
try to their lawleſs depredations ; and to deprive 
himſelf of all power of defence. 

Is the mean time, the ſon of O'Donnel, who 
had been ſeized by the artifice of Perrot, ſome of 
the O'Nials, ſons to John, and other hoſtages of 
the northern lords, impatient of a diſhonourable 
and ſevere captivity in the caſtle of Dublin, con- 
trived an eſcape. They firſt attempted to bribe 
their keeper, who diſcloſed their offer to the lord 
deputy ; he was inftantly diſplaced, and one of his 


own ſervants ſubſtituted in his room; a circumſtance 

which gave riſe to a ſuſpicion that Fitz. William 

himſelf was not unacquainted with their deſign, nor 
averſe to favouring it. However this may be, the Sullivan. 


hoſtages effected their eſcape, and ſome proceeded 188 
directly, and without any difficulty, to their own 
country. Hugh O Donnel, and Arthur, a "_ 
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his companion. He was harboured, attended, and 


thus enabled to give a freer courſe to his reſent. 


not ſufficiently kindled in the northern province, 
PFitz- William by his intemperate conduct ſeemed to 
Morryſon court every occaſion of enflaming it. Mac-Mahon, 


default of ſuch heirs, to his brother Hugh. As he 
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of the family of O'Nial, being hotly purſued, fled 


for immediate ſhelter to ſome of the Iriſh ſepts in 


the neighbourhood of the capital; and gained , 


miſerable retreat. in the dreary ſeaſon of the year; 


where their friends, terrified by the queen's troops, 
left them for ſome days, to ſtruggl> with the miſerieʒ 
of cold and hunger ; ard when they at length ven. 
tured to their relief, found the young O'Nial expir. 
ing wich famine, and Hugh O'Donnel deprived of 
his limbs, by the ſeverity of cold, lamenting over 


reſtored. He regained his country with an impla. 
cable deftation of the Engliſh power, ſharpened 
by the recollection of his — z and was ſoon 
after inveſted with the Iriſh chieftainry of Tircon. 
nel, on the reſignation of his father; ſo as to be 


ment. 5 
Axp, as if the ſecret fire of diſaffection were 


chieftain of the diſtrict called Monaghan, had fur- 
rendered his country held by tainiftry, to the queen, 
and received a re- grant thereof, under the broad 
ſeal of England, to him and his heirs male, and in 


died without iſſue, this brother petitioned to be 
admitted to his inheritance. He is ſaid to have 
rag og a conſiderable bribe in order to faciliate 
his fuit: and to his failure of payment it was im- 
puted, that he was for ſome days impriſoned, on 
his arrival at Dublin. Fitz-William, however, was 
prevailed upon to promiſe that he would ſettle him 
in peaceable poſſeſſion of his inheritance, and for this 
poem that he meant to go in perſon into Monag- 
1. But ſcarcely had he arrived thither, when he 
eagerly received a new accuſation againſt Hugh, 
that two years before he had entered hoftilely * 
| a neigh 


— 
o 


W > G58 


2 
* 


F © 


Ch. ELIZABETH, 


a neighbouring diſtrict, to recover ſome rent due 
to him by force of arms. In the unreformed parts 


of Ireland, ſuch actions were common and unno- 


ticed ; but the Engliſh law declared them treaſon- 
able. The unhappy Mac-Mahon, for an offence 
committed before the law which declared it capital, 
had been eſtabliſhed in his country, was tried, con- 
demned by a jury ſaid to be formed of private 
ſoldiers, and executed in two days; to the utter 
conſternation of his countrymen. His eftate was 


diſtributed to Sir Henry and other adven- 


turers, together with four of the old Iriſh ſept. 


Tu condemnation of this chieftain confirmed 


the Iriſh in their averſion to Engliſh polity, which 
they conſidered as a ſyſtem of hateful tyranny and 
cruelty. They combined in a reſolution of oppoſ- 


ing the admiſſion of ſheriffs and other officers of 
juſtice into their reſpective counties. When Fitz- 


William intimated to the chieftain of Fermanagh 
that he intended to ſend a ſheriff into his diſtrict, 


Mac-Guire anſwered with a well- affected fimplicity, Davie. 


— Your ſheriff ſhall be welcome: but let me 
* know his erick, that if my people ſhould cut off 
his head, I may leave it upon the country.“ 
The northerns were _ ready to riſe up in 
open oppoſition to Engliſh government, but they 
were induftrious in concerting meaſures for this 
purpoſe. The young chieftain of Tirconnel, to en- 


creaſe his conſequence, married a daughter of the 
earl of Tirone; and thus were the ſuſpicions in- 


creaſed which the ſtate already entertained of this 
earl, He had found means to ſecure the of 


his late accuſer, Hugh Ne- Gavelocke; and at once 


to gratify his revenge, and to prevent all further 
diſcovery of his ſecret practices, he inſtantly con- 
demned him to die by the hand of the executioner. 
And ſuch was the reverence paid to the name of 
ONial, that no executioner could be found, until 
a diſtant county had been ranſacked for 4 man to 
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inflit this ſentence. The ſtate was alarmed, and 
the queen highly offended at this preſumptuous a& 
of violence. But the earl pleaded that he had only 
exerciſed his power of martial law in cutting off a 
notorious traitor. And as he was regularly veſted 
with this power, government could only expreſs its 
reſentment by withdrawing his commiſſion. Tir. 
laugh O'Nial complained of his outrages. Sir Henry 
Bagnal accuſed him of ſeducing the affections of 
his ſiſter, and marrying her while his former wife 
was living. But Tirone, who ſtill found it neceſ- 


ſary to diſſemble, declared that his alliance with 


O'Donnel was intended merely to keep him firm to 

his allegiance; that the outrages which Tirlaugh 

Lee's had ſuffered were the conſequences of his own law. 
& Eli». Jeſs violence; that far from ſedueing the ſiſter of 
MS Trin. Sir Henry „ ſhe had freely conſented to be- 
Col.Dub. come his conſort, and that he was equally at liberty 
to accept her, as he had been regularly divorced 

©, from his former wife. He accuſed his brother-in- 
Morry'on Ia of ufurping an authority in Ulſter, inconſiſtent 
with his juſt rights, but at the ſame time, artfully 
tequeſted the lords of her majeſty's council to pre- 

vail on Bagnal to be reconciled to him, that they 

might live as kinfmen and neighbours, and concur 
amicably in the ſervice of government. To give 

theſe profeſſions a greater air of fincerity, he ad- 
mitted his country to be formed into a ſhire, and 
divided into baronies after the Engliſh model. 

The ince, which harboured the moſt 


v 
peſtilent diſaffection, now ſeemed reduced and pa- 
cified ; and government found leifure to attend to 
other diſtricts of the iſland. A compoſition for 
purveyance was eſtabliſhed in Munſter for three 
years; and the queen, flattered by finding every 
province of Ireland at length conſenting to con- 

tribute in this manner, to the augmentation of her 
revenue. | wn 
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| tice of, that of his ſucceſſor Bricknor, immediately 
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Bur this interval of tranquillity was diftinguiſh- 
ed by an event of ſtill greater honour to the queen's 
overnmeat, and greater conſequence to the wel- 
Eire of Ireland, whoſe influence had been happily 
experienced for almoſt two centuries, the great 


ſource of refinement and civility in a country moſt 


unhappily ſituated ; I mean the foundation of the 
UniversITY of DvusLiN. 


Taz firſt attempt made by the Engliſh ſettlers 


to eſtabliſh an academical body in Ireland, was by Ver 


Lech, archbiſhop of Dublin, in the year 1311. He 
procured a bull from Rome for the erection of an 
uni verſity in Dublin; a project which ended with 
his death. The ſecond has been already taken no- 


after the Scottiſh war, in the reign of Edward the 
ſecond: which, though with difficulty ſupported 
for the ſpace of thirty-eight years, yet was not en- 
tirely forgotten, but retained its name at leaft, even 
to the reign of Henry the ſeventh. In that of Ed- 
ward the fourth, it was enacted by an Iriſh parlia- 
ment in the year 1465, that an univerſity ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed in the town of Drogheda, with the 


lame liberties and privileges enjoyed by that of Ox- 


ford. But this, like other acts of Iriſh legiſlation, 
was totally diſregarded and forgotten in the tumult, 


of civil affairs. | 
beginnings of the Reformation, 


From the firſt 


the difficulties of finding paſtors, the negligence bia. 


of governors in affairs of religon, and the oppo- 
tion given to every attempt to provide for the in- 


| firudtion of the e people, and the real eſtabliſhment 


of the reformed faith and worſhip, gradually re- 


duced the church of Ireland to a ſtate of deſola- 


tion“. And as the power of the crown of Eng- 
| Y 2 land 
From Spencet's deſcription of the ſtate of the Triſh 


church ſome time after the eſtabliſhment of the univerſity, it 
*Ppears that no effential improvement had been made in it, 


from the time of Sir Henry Sydacy's adminiſtration. The 
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land grew firmer and more extended, ſerious men 
naturally turned their thoughts to remdying this 
dreadful evil. The obvious and moſt effectual 
means was that of qualifying the inhabitants to 
following letter, therefore, written by this ſtateſman to queen 
Elizabeth is here inſerted, as an acurate, lively, and authentic 
account of the ſcandalous and miſerable condition of the ec. 
cleſiaſtical ſtate of Ireland at this period. | 
Sir Henry Sydney to Queen Elizabeth. 
May it pleaſe your moſt excellent Majeſtic, 


1 have in fower feverall difcecribies, xddreied vnde the 


lor des of your highneſs moſt honourable covuncell, certified 
theim howe I founde this your highnes realme, at myne ary. 
val into the ſame; and what I have ſcene, and vnderſtand by 
my travell theiſe ſixe laſt monethes, in whiche I have paſſd 
thorough ecne province, and have bene almoſt in eche countye 
thereof: The whiche I would not ſende to your moſt excel. 
lent majeſtic, immediatlye to be teade by the ſame; leaſt they 
| ſhould have ſeamed too tedious, partelye thorough the quan- 
titie of the matter, but chiefely thoroughe the bad dely ver 
thereof by my pen; not doubtinge but your majeſtye is by this 
tyme advertized of the materiall pointes conteined in them. 
And nowe, moſt deare miſtres, and moſt honored ſovereigne, 
I ſolye addreſſe to you, as to the onelye ſovereigne ſalve gever, 
to this your ſore and ſicke realme, the lamentable eſtate of the 
the moſt noble and principall lym thereof, the church I meane, 
as fowle, deformed, and as cruellye cruſhed, as any other parte 
thereof; by your onelye gratious and relygious order to be 
cured, or at leaſt amended : I would not have beleved, had 
not, for a great parte, vie ved the ſame, throughout the whole 
realme, and was advertized of the perticuler eftate of eche 
churche, in the bisſhopricke of Meithe (being the beſt inhabit- 
ed countrie of all this realme) by the honeſt, zealous, and 
learned bisſhopp of the ſame, Mr. Hugh Bradye, a godlye mi- 
niſter for the goſpel], and a good ſervaunt to your highnes, 
who went from churche to churche hym ſelfe, and found that 
there are within his dioces 224 pariſhe churches, of which nom- 
ber 105 are impropriated to ſondrie poſſeſſionss, nowe of your 
highnes, and all leaſed out for yeares, or in fee farme, do ſe- 
verall farmors, and great gayne reaped out of theim above the 
rent, which your majeſtie receivethe ; no parſon, or vicar re- 
ſident vpon any of theim, and a verye ſimple, or ſoarye curat, 
for the moſt parte, apointed to ſerve theim ; amonge which 
nomber of curatts, onelye eightene were founde able 4 — 
| Eng 1.18 
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become miniſters of the goſpel, ſo as not to be ob- 
liged to a few unqualified paſtors, reluctantly drag- 
ged from another country. In the parliament of 
1569, it was moved to re-eſtabliſh the univerſity 
| e once 


Engliſhe ; the reſt 1ri/he preiſts, or rather Triſhe roges, havinge 
verye little Lattin, leſſe learninge, or cyvilitie : all theiſe lyve 
ypon the bare alterages (as they tearme theim) which God 
knoweth are verye ſmall, and were wont to lyve vpon the 
gayne of maſſes, dirges, ſhryvings, and ſoch lyke tromperye, 
lye aboliſhed by your majeſtie : no one howſe ſtandinge 

r any of theim to dwell in. In maney places, the very walles 
of the churches doune ; verye few chauncells covered, wyn- 
dowes and dores ruyned, or ſpoyled : There are 52 other pa- 
nine churches in the ſame dioces, who have vicars indued vp- 
on theim, better ſerved and maynteined than the other, yet 
but badlye. There are 52 pariſhe churches more, reſidue of 
the firſt nomber of 224, which perteine to dyvers perticuler 


lye are, yet farre from well. If this be the eſtate of the churche, 
in the beſt peopled dyoces, and beſt governed countrie, of this 
your realme (as in troth it is:) eaſye it is for your majeſtie to 


mation, either of religion or manners hath yet bene planted, 


are ſome partes of this your countrie becomme, as it hath bene 
preached publikelye before me, that the ſacrament of baptiſme 
1s not vied amonge theim, and trewlye I beleve it: if I ſhould 


| archbiſshoppricks, whereof there are fower, and of biſshop- 

pricks, whereof there are thirtie, partelye by the prelatts cheim 
ſelves, partelye by the potentates their noyſome neighbors, I 
ſhould make too long a lybell of this my lettre ; but your 
majeſtie may beleve it, that upon the face of the earth, where 
Chriit is profeſſed, there is not a church in ſo myſerable a 
Caſe : the miſerye of whiche conſiſtethe in theiſe three parti- 
culars, the ruyne of the verye temples theim ſelves; the want 
of good myniſters to ſerve in theim, when they ſhall be re- 
edified; competent lyvinge for tne myniſters being well choſen. 
For the firſt, let it lyke your moſt gratious majeſtie to write 
earneſtlye to me, and to whom els, it may beſt pleaſe you, to 
examyne in whome the fault is, that the churches are ſo ruyn- 
dus; if it be founde in the countrie or fermors, to compell 
- eim ſpedilye to goe about the amendment of theim ; if the 
i, fault, for the churches of your highnes inheritaunce, be not 
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lordes. and theſe though in better eſtat than the reſt common 


conjecture, in what caſe the reſt is, where little or no refor- 
and contynued amonge theim; yea, fo profane and heatheniſne 


write unto your majeſtie, what ſpoyle hath bene, and is of the 


ch n the fermors, nor they * 


4 — — — 2 = 
E22 Tz * I = * >. 7 1 . ; th J e 
* : . : — — n= 4 — — — —— — — | — 
— L 2 7 — a 7 — 322 U— ũ᷑ͥ 2 — — 222 - * w_ o 
l - . *. a 1 * * F 
r —— — — 2 v! = \ — 1 


332 


HISTORY OF IRERAND. B. Iv. 


once erected in the church of Saint Patrick, and 
to ſupport it by voluntary contributions. Sir Henry 


Sydney, a man of Pet. and fincernly zealous for 


the Reformation of Ireland, countenanced the de. 


fgn, 


moſt ruyned of theim are ſoche as are of your poſſeſſion) it 


may like you to graunt a warraunt that ſome porcion may 
yerelye, of the revenue of everye parſonadge, be beſtowed on 
the churche of the ſame. 

For the ſecond and third; which is, that good myniſters 
mought be founde to occupie the places, and they made able 
to lyve in theim ; in choyce of which miniſters, for the re. 


mote places, where the 4 tounge is not vnderſtood, it 


is · moſt neceſſarĩe that ſoche be choſen as can ſpeake Iriſbe, 
for whiche ſearche would be made firſt, and ſpedilye, in your 
owne vniverſities; and any found there well affected in reli- 
gion, and well conditioned beſide, they would be ſent hether 
animated by your majeſtie; yea, though it were ſomewhat to 
your highnes chardge ; and on perrill of my liffe, you ſhall 
Fynde it retorned with gayne, before tliree yeres be expired: 
if there be no ſoche there, or not inough (for I wiſh tene or 
twelve at the leaſt) to be ſent, who might be placed in offices 
of dignitie in the churche, in remote places of this realme, 
then | do wiſhe, (but this moſt humbly under your highnes 
corre&ion,) that you would write to the regent of Scotland, 
where, as I learne, there are maney of the reformed churche, 
that are of this language, that he would prefer to your high- 
nes ſo maney as ſhall ſeme good to you to demaund, of honeſt, 
zelous, and learned men, and that could ſpeake this language; 
and though for a whyle your majeſty were at ſome chardge, 
it were well beſtowed, for, in ſhorte tyme, theire owne pre 
ferments would be able to ſuffice theim; and in the meane 
tyme, thowſands would be gained to Chriſt, that nowe are 
loft, or left at the woorſt: And for the miniſterie of the 
churches of the Engliſh pale of your owne inheritaunce, be 


_ contented, moſt vertuous queen, that ſome convenient por- 


cion for a miniſter may be allowed to hym, out of the far- 


mors rents; it will not be moch loſſe to you, in your revenue, 


but gayne otherwiſe ineftimable, and yet the decay of your 
rent but for a while; for, the yeares once expired of che 
leaſes already graunted, there is no doubt, but that to be 
graunted to the churche will be recovered with encreaſe. 

I wiſhe, and moſt humbly beſeach your majeſtie, that 
there may be three or ſower, grave, learned, and venerable 
parſonagies of the clergye there, be ſent hether, who in ſhort 


== being here, would cenſiblye perceive the inormityes of 
0 


verthrowene churche, and eaſelye preſeribe orders, fo 
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fgn, and offered conſiderable afliſtance. The ſcheme 


was communicated to the lords of the council in 
England, with an earneſt ſupplication that the 
queen would be pleaſed to favour it with her boun- 
teous liberality ; but whether the ſubſequent diſ- 
orders in Ireland, or the — cares and alarms 
in England prevented the furt! 

defign, the next attempt was reſerved for the enter- 


rizing genius of Sir John Perrot. | 
N Tux 


the repaĩer and vpholdinge of the ſame, whiche I hope God 
would confirme ; and I fynde no difficultie, but that your of- 
ficer here might execute the ſame ; cawſe the biſshopps of that 
your realme, to vndertake this apo{llefhip, and that upon their 


own chardgies : They be ritche cnoughe, and if either they 


be thankefull to your majeſtie, for your immence bcuntye 
donne to theim, or zealous to increaſe the chriſtian flocke, 
they will not refuce this honorable and religious travell ; and 
I will vndertake their guydinge and gardinge honorablye, 
and ſafelye from place to - : the great deſier that I have, 
to have from thence, is, for that I hope to fynde-theim, 
not onelye grave in iudgement, but voyd of affeQation. 

_ I moſt humblye beſeache your majeſtie to accept theiſe my 
rude lettres, ' as fygures of a zealous mynde for reformation of 


this your churche and countrie ; wherein me thinketh I woorke 


waywardlye, when the latter is preferred before the former. 
When I had thus come to an ende of this my evill ſcriblid 
lettre, and beheld the illegiable lynes, and ragged lettres of 
myne owne ſtaggering hand, I was aſhamed to ſuffer the ſame 
to be ſent to your majeſtie, but made my man to write it out 
agayne ; for which J moſt humblye crave pardon, as for the 
reſt of this my tedious peticion. And thus, from the bottome 
of my harte, wiſshing to your majeſtie the longe contynuance 
of your moſt proſperous and godlye reigne over vs, your moſt 
happie ſubiectes; as a moſt faythfull and obedient ſervaunt, I 
recommend my ſelf, and ſervice, to your moſt excellent ma- 
tie. From your highnes caſtell of Dublin, this xxviiich of 


April, 1576. 
H. SYDNEY. 


er proſecution of this 
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Tux 
3 in Dublin) on the diſſolution of the 
cathedral of Saint Patrick: which, as he obſerved, 
was held in more ſupeſtitious reverence than the 
other, and therefore ought to be diffolved. The 


building he propoſed to convert into courts of law, 


and the annual revenues amounting, as was com- 
puted, to four thouſand marks, he intended as an 
endowment for each ſeminary, of one thouſand 
pounds yearly ; the reficue to be employed in re- 
paration of the church, or augmentation of the 
revenues of the other cathedral. But this ſcheme 
was violently oppoſed by Loftus, archbiſhop of 
Dublin, who was particularly intereſted in the liv- 
ings of this church, by leaſes and eftates, which 
he had procured for himſelf and his kinſmen. His 
haughty ſpirit encountering with that of Perrot, 


ſoon enflamed his oppoſition into a rancorous and 


violent animoſity, which the queen thought it ne- 
ceſſary to allay by her letters. The prelate, on the 
recal and ruin of his antagoniſt, determined to ſhew, 
that although he diſapproved of the particular 


ſcheme ſuggeſted by Perrot, he was really a zealous 


friend to the eſtabliſhment of a ſeminary of learn- 
ing, ſo as to diffuſe knowledge and civility through 
the kingdom. The monaſtery of All-hallows, 
erected by Dermod Mac-Murchad, king of Lein- 


| ter, in the neighbourhood of Dublin, near to the 


ſouth-eaſtern ſhore, was conſidered as a proper fi- 
tuation for this purpoſe : on the diſſolution of reli- 
gious houſes, in the reign of Henry the eighth, 


the ſcite of this monaſtery had been veſted in the 


mayor and citizens of Dublin; and to theſe the 


prelate applied with zeal and aſſiduity. 


Is two ſpeeches, which Loftus liked fo well as 
to preſerve, he informed them of the queen's gra- 
cious intentions to erect an univerſity of litera- 
ture in Ireland; he expatiated on the advantages 
which they in particular muſt derive from ſuch a 


ſociety 


e of this governor was to erect two 
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ſociety eſtabliſhed in their neighbourhood, and ex- 
horted them to grant the 
purpoſe : « An AR,” faith the prelate, © of good 
« acceptance with God, of great reward hereafter, 
« and of honour and advantage to yourſelves, and 
« more to your learned offspring in the future; 
« where, by the help of learning, they may build 
your families ſome ſtories higher than they are, 
« by their advancement either in the church or 


© common wealth.” Such were the proſpects with 
* 


which the citizens were then flattered: 0 
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Taz propoſal was embraced, and the monaſtery, 
with its precincts, freely granted them. The queen 
was now ſolicited for her royal charter, and a mort- 
main licence for the land granted by the city. Hen- 
ry Uſher, and Lucas Challoner, two men deſtined 


to be members of this new community, were made 


the agents of this ſolicitation, and ſoon returned 


with a warrant for a licence to paſs the ſeals, dated 


the 29th day of December, 1591, for the incorpo- 
ration of an univerſity, with a power of holding the 
granted lands, and any others that might be ob- 
tained, to the amount of four hundred pounds year- 
ly value. This was followed by a regular charter, 
by which the college was erected as mother of an 
univerſity, by the ſtyle of Taz CoLLtEGe or THE 
Holy and Unpiviped Trinity or Queen EL1- 
ZABETH, NEAR DUBLIN: To conſiſt of a provoſt 
(Adam Loftus, archbiſhop of Dublin) three fel- 


lows in the name of more (Henry Uſher, Lucas 


Challoner, and Launcelot Moyne) and three ſcho- 
lars alſo in the name of more (Henry Lee, William 
Daniel, and Stephen White.) Cecil, lord Burleigh, 
was named in the charter firſt chancellor, and all 


future elections into this office veſted in the provoſt 


and fellows. The fellows were empowered to elect 
their provoſt; they were to hold their ſtation for 


ground neceſſary for this 
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HISTORY OF IRELAND. B. ry 
ſeven years only; and the ſociety to be viſited by 


the archbiſhop of Dublin, biſhop of Meath, vice. 
treaſurer, treaſurer at war, chief juſtice, and the 


mayor of Dublin. 
provided for buildings 


A runD was now to be 
and other charges attending this infant fociety. And 
therefore, on the 11th of March, 1591, the lord 
deputy Fitz-William, and the privy council, iſſued 
circular letters to the principal gentiemen in every 
barony of the 3 entreating their benevolent 
contributions: and although the defign had to ſtrug. 

le with the poverty of the kingdom, and the re. 
uctance of the popiſh party, yet in two days after, 


tte firſt ſtone of the buildings was laid; and on the 


ninth day of January, 1593, the ſtudents were ad. 
| mitted. Lauguiſhing for a while under the oppreſ- 
fions of the time, and fruſtrated of I ee 

its grants by the wars of Ulfter, the ſoci 
in — of an untimely diſſolution: but cheriſhed 
on the other hand by the care and bounty of the 
ueen, it ſtruck its roots ſecurely amidſt the public 
and cultivatedasit was by ſucceeding princes, 


roſe to a degree of conſequence and ſſ infi 
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Earl of Tirone ſuſpected.— Accuſed by Bagnal.— Par- 
tiality of Fitz-M illiam.— Affected loyalty of Ti- 
| rone.—He provokes bis countrymen.— Aſſumes the 
title of O'Nial—Ruſſel lord-deputy.— Amuſed by 
| Tirone.—Succeſs and crueities of the Iriſh in Ulſter 
and Connaught. —Six John Norris ſent into Ire- 
land to command the Queen's forces —Hoſtilities of 
Tirone.— His danger and addreſs. —The queen di- 
refts a conference with the Northerns.—T hey con- 
" deſcend to à ſhort truce. Spirit of rebellion extend- 
44 0 Leinſter and Munſter —Diftreſs of Norris. — 
Fruitleſs expedition againſt the Northerns.—T heir 
terror, their parley, and ſubmiſſion, —T hey repent 
of their treaty.— Are encouraged by Spain. — Norris 
engaged in Connayght.—Recalled to the North by 
| the hoſtilities of Tirone.— Affelted ſubmiſſion of this 
| earl. —-Condeſcenſions of the Queen —-Inſulence of 
Tirone.Diſgrace and death of Norris. Lord 
Burgh chief governor —-Purſues the war with 
vigour.—His ſudden death.——Ormond commander of 
the army.—His conference with Tirone.—-T heir 
accommodation. ——Iriſh rebels encouraged by the 
Queens condut?—Hoſtilities renewed. — Battle of 
Blackwater.—Conſequences of this action. —Inſo- 
lence of the diſaffefted, and diftreſs of the royaliſts. 
—Earl of Eſſex lord-lieutenant.—-His formidable 
army.—-The rebels ſtill undiſmayed—Conduft of 
Eſſex —His repreſentations to the Queen. —FHe is 
remforced. — Prepares to march againſt the North- 
erns.—Defeat and death of Sir Conyers Clifford — 
Earl of Eſſex confers with Tirone.—T heir inter- 
vieto.— A truce granted to the Northerns. —Eliza- 
beth alarmed Eſſex incenſed —His precipitate de- 
Parture and appearance before the Yueen.—Iriſh 
 imſurgents elevated —- Aſſiſted by Spain.—Encou- 
raged by the pope. His preſent to Tirone.—T he 
truce broken by this earl, — Application to _— 
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A bull in favour of the Iriſh inſurgents.—T heir 
power.—-The weakneſs of government.—-Tirone 
practiſes in Munſter — Activity of the earl of Or. 
mond. 


A. D. KME ſpirit of diſaffection which had by this 
1594 time poſſeſſed moſt of the Northern Iriſh, 
although it had not yet broken out into any conſi- 
derable acts of violence, yet could not be entirely 
concealed from the vigilance of government. The 
conduct of Tirone in particular had in many in- 

ſtances appeared equivocal, and highly ſuſpicious. 
r Sir Henry Bagnal, now his mortal enemy, had re- 
p. 29. Ceived ſuch informations as he deemed ſufficient 
ground for a formal impeachment of this earl. He 
exhibited ſeveral articles of treaſon againſt him to 

the council, which were favourably received. Ti- 

rone anſwered by letter, to the points alledged. But 
Fitz-William, forgetting the ingenuouſneſs and im- 
partiality of a good governor, tranſmitted the accu- 

ſation to England; Lat ſuppreſſed the reply. 

Ib. p. 28, In the mean time a creature of the lord-deputy, 
29. who had ventured to exerciſe the office of ſheriff in 
Fermanagh, proceeded in the uſual way of ſpoiling 
and oppreſſing the wretched inhabitants, with his 
rapacious train of followers. Magwire the Iriſh 
chieftain of this diſtrict, was ſo provoked, that he 

roſe up in arms, and was on the point of cutting 

off the ſheriff with all his attendants, when Tirone 
interpoſed, and with an affected ſolicitude for 

| | their 


* The affairs of Ireland from this period to the death of 
queen Elizabeth, are ſo exactly recounted by co-temporary 
writers, and actors in the ſcene, that it would require a diſtindt 
work to follow them through every ſtep of the detail. But 
this is a labour to be impoſed neither on the writer nor the 
reader. Incidents, however intereſting to a lord-deputy or 
lord-prefident of thoſe times, are at this day reduced to their 
ſtrict and juſt value. Nor can it be imputed to any want 
accuracy in an hiſtorian that he doth not diſplay them in all 
their diſputing minuteneſ4 and infignificance. 


an 
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their ſafety; prevailed on his countryman to allow 
them a peaceable departure. He knew how to 
diſplay his ſervices in England; and thither he 
inſtantly tranſmitted the moſt pathetic complaints 
of the lord-deputy's partiality, and the iniquity Le- 
of Bagnal. To every article on which he was Lett. to 
accuſed, he ſent a plauſible reply, offering even to Q. Eliz. 
appear in England, and there defend his cauſe, or Ms. 
to maintain his innocence in fingle combat with his 
adverſary ; and ſo wrought upon the lords of the 
Engliſh council, that they declared themſelves ful- 
ly — with his defence, commended his con- 
duct in Fermanagh, and reproved the lord- deputy 

Tax earl ſoon found another occaſion of diſplay- Hd. 
ing his pretended loyalty. The outrage committed =” *P- 81 
by Magwire, determined the lord-deputy and coun- | 
cil to oppoſe him as a traitor. Bagnal was ordered 
with ſome troops to attack him in Fermanagh ; 
Bingham led the queen's forces to oppoſe his ma- 
chinations in Connaught, whither he proceeded at 
the inſtigation of one Macguaran, a factious eccle- 
ſiaſtic, whom the pope had inveſted wit!: the title 
of prelate of Armagh; there gained ſome aſſociates 
and excited ſome commotions, by means of a com- 


miſſion which Mac pretended from the king 
| of Spain; and the affurances which he laviſhed of an 


immediate and effectual ſupport from this monarch. 
Bingham preſſed on the inſurgents with vigour. In 
the firſt encounter the turbulent prieſt was killed, 
and Macwire driven into his own territory. Here 
the chieftain of Tirconnel, with ſome mercenary 
| Scots, united with him againſt the Engliſh. The 
; ear] of Tirone, with all the alacrity of a faithful 
; ſubje&, joined the ſtandard of Bagnal; and in an 
action in which the Iriſh affociates were defeated, 
i Ciſtinguiſhed himſelf with ſuch zeal, that he re- 
f ceived a wound in the thigh. Yet with all this ap- 
pearance of loyalty, his country mn 
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_— that he now held a ſecret correſpondence with the 


enemy : and ſuch was his conſciouſneſs of guilt, or * 

= nated fears of Bagnal, that he faddenly * 
withdrew from the camp, without taking any fur- hir 

ther part in this petty war. Enniſkillen, the chief ¶ mi 

| fortreſs of Magwire, was taken, or, as the Iriſh lav 


writers alledge, was betrayed to Sir Richard Bing. 7. 

ham. But no ſooner had an Engliſh garriſon been Wl ap 
ſtationed there and the reſt of the queen's forces 
withdrawn, than it was again cloſely inveſted by be 
O'Donnell. This chieftain, with leſs infidious cau- Wl R: 

tion than Tirone, openly declared hoſtilities againſt v 

the Engliſh, ſent one of the popiſh biſhops into 

Spain to ſolicit aſſiſtance from Philip; and provok- 

ed to impatience at the duplicity of the earl, declar- 

ed that n if he 

. delayed any longer to unite with his countrymen, 
ſg This precipitation little ſuited with the wily policy 
of Tirone. He would willingly have waited the 
arrival of a powerful foreign ſuccour, to give force 
and conſequence to their inſurrection. To pacify 
the chieftain of Tirconnel, his brother Cormac 
ONial marched with ſome troops to his aſſiſtance. 
Bur however cautiouſly this earl avoided a pre- 
mature declaration againft Engliſh government; 
yet new incidents obliged him, for his own intereſt 
and ſecurity, to give ſome further offence. Tir. 
laugh, who had fo long enjoyed the Iriſh chief- 
tainry of Tirone by permiſſion of the ſtate, was 
now approaching to his diffolution. The earl knew 
too well the conſequence of ſucceeding to a title 

which an habitual reverence and obe- 
Moryl. B. dience in his country. His only rivals were the 
. 2 fons of the late John O'Nial, who had been fuf- 
| fered to eſcape from the caſtle of Dublin. Theſe 
| he contrived to ſeize and caſt into chains: and on 
the __— of Tye O'Niar. Nor did he 
want pretences for palliating theſe acts of outrage : 

| particularly 
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particularly he pleaded that he had aſſumed the 
chieftainry, merely to prevent its being ſeized by 
ome other of his ſept, leſs favourably diſpoſed than 
himſelf to Engliſh government ; and that he deter- 
mined to reſign it, whenever a regular courſe of 
law and polity ſhould be eftabliſhed in his territory. 
The preſent weakneſs of the ſtate obliged them to 
appear contented with ſuch apologies. 
Taz lord deputy Fitz-William had ſolicited to 
be recalled ; and was ſucceeded by Sir William 
Ruſſel ſon to the duke of Bedford; when Tirone, . 32, 3, 
who had for ſome time affected the greateſt terror © © 
of government, and entirely abſented himſelf from 
the ſtate, ſuddenly appeared before the new gover- 
nor (as if the juſtice of Fitz-William had been 
his only ground of apprehenfion) lamented the 
wrongs he had ſuſtained from the malicious infinu- 
ations of his enemies, and made the moſt paſſionate 
profeſſions of his ſubmiſſion and devotion to the 
queen. Ruſſel, leſs acquainted with his character, 
was affected by the apparent warmth and fincerity 
of theſe profe ſſions; but Bagnal, who knew his in- 
fidious practices, and was befides poſſeſſed with a 
perſonal inveteracy againſt hm, aſſured the deputy 
that all the diſorders of the North had been really 
owing to the machinations of this dangerous earl ; 
and by enumerating the ſuſpicious circumſtances of 
his conduct, and charging him with ſeveral parti- 
culars of diſloyalty, fo far prevailed, that it became 
a queſtion whether he ſhould not be committed to 
cuſtody. Ruſſel daclared for this meaſure ; but 
the majority of the _ either —_ fear, 
l ore 
and Tron was 3 new mi ot, 
to the utter diſſatisfaction of the queen's Engli 
2 
_ Thx was now to inſurgents 134 
of the North, and particularly to relieve the caffe 
of Enniſkillen: for this purpoſe leaving the 2 
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of Ormond to command in Leinſter, which waz 
now harraſſed by the turbulence of the Iriſh ſeptz 
he led his forces towards Fermanagh ; but ſoon 
learned that his expedition was too late. The Eng. 
liſh troops detached againſt the befiegers had re. 
ceived a total defeat from O'Donnel and his confe. 
derates ; and the garriſon, reduced to deſperate 
diſtreſs, had ſuri Fred z and were without mercy 
butchered by the Iriſh, who pleaded, that they 
thus revenged the like cruelty exerciſed by Bingham 
on reducing this fort. In all the barbarous triumph 
of incenſed conquerors they pierced into Connaught, 


committed the moſt afflicting outrages in all the 
well affected quarters, beſieged the Engliſh fort of 


Belleek, cut off a detachment ſent to its relief, and 
practiſed their uſual barbarity on the garriſon, when 
famine had compelled them to ſurrender. To com. 
plete his triumph, O'Donnel was enabled to eftablih 
one of the degenerate De Burghos, his affociate 


_ Chieftain of his diſtri, by the name of Taz Mac. 


WILLIAM: while Bingham the queen's lord pref- 
dent of Connaught was totally deſtitute of ſuch: 
military force as might enable him to exert his uſu- 
al vigour againſt ſuch outrages. 

Taz queen and her miniſters were juſtly alarmed 


at the intelligence of theſe hoſtilities, and convinced 


of the neceſſity of ſome vigorous exertion in de- 


Morryſon fence of her Iriſh intereſts. Her miniſters in ths 
p. 24, 35- country had unwarily enflamed the ſpirits of the 


northern inſurgents by overtures of accommodation, 
in which they diſcovered the weakneſs of govert- 
ment, and were conſequently encouraged to propoſ⸗ 
their terms with greater arrogance. And although 
the queen affected to diſa all diſhonourable 
conceſſions, her deputy was yet inſtructed to prac 
tiſe with O'Donnel, and 5 to detach 
him from Tirone, who was conſidered as the ſecret 
ſpring of all the northern commotions. But what 
was 
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been diſtinguiſhed in Brittany, and one thouſand 
more levied in England, were now deſtined for the 
Iriſh ſervice : and as Ruſſel had inadvertently ſoli- 
cited the queen that ſome experienced commander 
ſhould be appointed to aſſiſt him in the conduct of 
a war which every day grew more conſiderable, Sir 
John Norris was appointed to repair to Ireland, a 
leader of ſuch diſtinguiſhed character as muſt neceſ- 
farily eclipſe the deputy, and was beſides entruſted 
in his abſence with the abſolute command of all mi- 
litary affairs. 

Tirone juſtly dreaded theſe preparations, eſpe- 
cially as 1t was the avowed intention of govern- 
ment to form a chain of forts round the territories 
of the diſaffected lords of Ulfter, io as to keep 
them in continual awe, and effectually to reſtrain 
their incurſions, 
ſition of his countrymen, and that they were to be 
retained only by an appearance of activity and va- 
lour, determined to ſtrike ſome ſudden and impor- 
tant blow before the enemy ſhould be ſtrengthened: 


he ventured. on a frivolous pretence of injuries re- 
J 
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attack their fort, and to expel the garriſon, © As 
carefully,“ faith Moryſon, as he would have 
boldneſs of this outrage had confounded and diſ- 
tracted him, he wrote letters to the earl of Kildare 
to exaſperate him againſt government, and to ſe- 
duce him from his allegiance ; he diſpatched his 
emiffaries to Spain with moſt prefling inſtances for 
immediate ſuccours; and at the ſame time, when 
the deputy with his forces was now advancing on 


him, he, by other letters, profeſſed his ſubmiſſion 
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A. 


lord general in particular, to entertain favourable 
ſentiments of him, and not to drive him headlong 
Vor. II. 2 into 


F 


teran troops, who under their leader Norris had 


ceived from the Engliſh ſoldiers at Blackwater, to 059 
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Go 


Morry ſon 
This earl, who knew the difpo-?: 3 35 


driven poiſon from his heart.” And as if the Camd. 


and attachment to the crown; imputing his late Morryſon, 
conduct to neceſſity and ſelf-defence, entreating the ut ſup. 
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into rebellion by a rigorous and unmerited proſe. the 

cution. But Bagnal, his vigilant enemy, by con. FT 

triving to intercept and ſecrete theſe letters, gave hc 

him a pretence for continuing his hoſtilities. The a" 

caſtle of Monaghan, where an Engliſh garriſon his 

had been ſtationed, was inveſted by the inſurgents, WW . - 

and the attempts of Norris to relieve it produced Wl fh. 

ſome ſkirmiſhes, in which the danger and addrefy th: 

Sullivan, Of Tirone were the moſt remarkable. One Sed. an 

p. 139. grave, an Engliſh officer, obſerving where he had gh. 

taken his ſtation, and was iſſuing his orders, aſſault. r 

ed and unhorſed him: the earl, in falling, contrived if þ. 

to ſeize his antagoniſt, and dragged him to the n 

ground. The Engliſhman, who ſtill had the ad. V 

vantage, prepared to diſpatch him; but the earl, WW... 

proftrate and encumbered as he was, contrived to h: 

prevent the blow, by plunging a dagger deeply i- g. 

to the body of Sedgrave. pt 

Trest petty hoſtilities were ſoon ſuſpended by BMW 7 

the weak and temporizing policy of the queen, im- g 

patent to diſengage herſelf, by any means, from 9 

Moryf. p. the diſorders of Ireland. A commiſſion arrived, ti 
36. Whereby Wallop, the treaſurer at war, and Gard. 


ner, the chief juſtice, were empowered to treat 
with Tirone and his affociates, to hear their com- 
plaints and to receive their overtures, in order to 
an effectual accommodation. The northern Iriſh 
obeyed the invitation, but peremptorily refuſed to 
meet the commiſſioners at Dundalk. The confer- 
ence was held in open field, not as a ſubmiſſion ot 
rebellious ſubjects, but a parley between contending 
leaders. Tirone firſt explained his grievances; 
complained of the injuſtice of Bagnal, in uſurping 
a juriſdiction in Ulſter inconſiſtent with his jul 
rights; of his unreaſonable and implacable reſent- 
ment in attempting to ſeparate him from his wife, 
and with-holing her portion; of his perfidy in {- 
creting his letters to the ſtate, and by a ſeries of 
injuries forcing him to take arms, and to apply e 
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e queen's enemies for protection. He required 
„Ja full pardon for himſelf and followers; that they 
e hhould be allowed the full and free exerciſe of their 
e religion; that Bagnal ſhould be compelled to pay 
his ſiſter's portion, who had now ſunk under the 
fiction occafioned by his cruelty; that his country 
d gould be freed from Engliſh garriſons and ſheriffs; 
s WY that his troop of horſe ſhould be reſtored to him; 
and that all thoſe who had ravaged his territory 
d ſhould be obliged to due reſtitution. O Donnel next 
- Bi proceeded to expatiate on the treachery of Sir John 
1 WY Pcrrot and the injuries he had received in a cruel 
end unmerited captivity. The ſeverities of Fitz- 
William to O'Toole, Mac-Mahon, and O'Dogherty, 
* forgotten. Every inferior chieftain had 
his grievances to urge; and all concurred in the 
ſame general demands of a free exerciſe of reli- 
gion, and an exemption from garriſons and ſheriffs. 
ey were heard with temper: ſome of their alle- 
* gations were confeſſed to be juſt ; and ſome indul- 
n gence acknowledged to be reaſonable. In the eſſen- 
; tial articles, they were informed, that no decifion 
could be made, until the royal pleaſure ſhould firſt 
be fignified. In the mean time ſome points were 
- BW propounded on the queen's part, tending to ſuſpend 
0 OY their hoſtilities till an equitable accommodation 
i BY ſhould be finiſhed. It was demanded that the in- 
J ſurgents ſhould lay down their arms, admit ſheriffs 
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"WJ into their country, repair the forts they had demo- 
or liſhed, leave the Engliſh garriſons unmoleſted, re- 
ſtore what they had unjuſtly ſeized, diſcover upon 
oath their tranſactions with foreign princes, and 
þ begging pardon for their preſent rebellion, ſolemn- 
ly promiſe for the future to enter into no engage- 
ments againſt their ſovereign. But theſe haughty 
lords, who in the condeſcenſions of government dif- 
N cerned its fears and weakneſs, rejected ſuchovertures 
vich diſdain; and broke up the congreſs conſent- 
ing only to a truce of a few days. 
2Z 2 =! 4 
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Tris inſolence of the northern inſurgents had a 
dangerous influence on the diſaffected in other parts 
of Ireland. In Connaught the flame of war had 
been already kindled, and notwithſtanding all the 

efforts of Sir Richard Bingham, the Iriſh gained 
advantages ſufficient to enflame their inſolence; the 
diſaffected of Munſter ſecretly encouraged by emiſ. 
W. » .. aries from Ulſter grew turbulent and alarming, 
Og And even in Leinſter the petty Iriſh chieftains, 
fired by the example of the Northerns, boldly de- 
manded a reſtoration of their ancient power and 
poſſeſſions, and extended their outrages from Wer- 
ford even to the walls of Dublin. Theſe compli. 
cated diforders were to be oppoſed by an army, 
which, though lately reinforced, was ſtill utterly 
inadequte to fuch a ſervice; encumbered rather 
than ſtrengthened by numbers of the Iriſh race, all 
of whom were ſuſpected and many really ill- diſpoſ- 
ed to the cauſe in which they were engaged. The 
Engliſh ſoldiers were naturally leſs robuſt and active, 
leſs patient of labour and diſtreſs than their anta- 
goniſts; and the air and food of Ireland ever proved 
unfriendly to their conſtitutions. Neither their pro- 
viſions nor ammunition were duly ſupplied. Their 
general, the moſt diſtinguiſhed ſoldier of his age, 
was but too ſenſible of theſe diſadvantages ; was 
provoked at finding himſelf fo ill-ſupported, en- 
gaged in a country to which he was a ſtranger, and 

in a ſpecies of war to which he had been unaccul- 
tomed, attended at leaſt with equal hazard, but leſs uf 
honour than thoſe ſcenes of action in which he had Wl a 
acquired his glory; and piqued at the lord-deputy, I m 
who betrayed the utmoſt diſatisfaction and molt WM k: 
diſhonourable envy, at his character and authority, ¶ ou 
and ſtudied to controul and diſtreſs him. ha 

Nork1s had judgment and equity to diſcern, that WW Sp 
the hoſtilities of the Iriſh had been provoked by ſe- ¶ fu 
veral inftances of wanton inſolence and oppreſſion; i ge 
and as the deputy declared for a rigorous proſecu- I co 

tion 
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tion of the rebels, he was the more tempted to a- 
dopt the oppoſite principle of lenient and concili- 
ating meaſures; even though he had not duly 
weighed the hazzard and toil of purſuing an enemy 
to their bogs and woods, repelling their tumultuary 
incarfions, and guarding againſt ſudden and deſul- 
tory attacks. He marched however with the lord 
deputy to the borders of Tirone, at the expiration id. 
of the truce, with a force ſo terrifying to the North- 
erns, that the rebel earl abandoned the fort of Black- 
water, ſet fire to the town of Dungannon, without 
ſparing his own houſe, deſtroyed the adjacent vil- 
lages, and retired to his woods, which then over- 
ſpread thoſe parts of Ulfter, that have fince expe- 
rienced the effects of induſtry and cultivation. In 
this progreſs, Tirone and his principal aflociates 
were indicted, ſummoned, condemned in a regular 
procedure, and proclaimed traitors. But ſuch was 
the diſtreſs occaſioned by their laying the country 
waſte, that the lord deputy was ſoon obliged to re- 
turn to Dublin, having firſt ſtationed garriſons at 
Armagh and Monaghan, which latter place had 
been reduced, and was now abandoned by the ene- 
my. According to his inſtructions, Sir John Nor- 
ris was left with part of the royal army, on the 
borders of Ulfter, to proſecute the war againſt the 
Northerns, while the lord deputy profeſſed to march 
againſt the inſurgents of Leinſter. 55 
WixTzz now approached, a ſeaſon when the Iriſh 
uſually covered themſelves in their retreats, with- 
out attempting any military operations. No ene- 
mies appeared; and Norris judged it expedient to 
keep his ſtation, without venturing to ſeek them 
out. In this ſtate of inactivity, the Northern Iriſh 
had leiſure to reflect calmly on their enterprize. 
Spain, their principal reliance, had not yet ſent any 
uccours. They were oppoſed by an experienced 
general, and a greater force than had uſually been 
collected againſt them. They determined to recur 
2 3 to 
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to the arts of diſſimulation, by which at leaſt the 


time might be protracted, until the happy moment 


of a foreign invaſion ſhould arrive. Letters of pe- 
nitenceand ſubmiſſion were diſpatched to the queen. 
At the ſame time Tirone made the moſt pathetic 
addreſſes to Sir John Norris, lamenting the condi. 
tion to which he was reduced, by injuſtice and cry. 
elty, and expreſſing the moſt ardent wiſhes to re. 
turn to peace and allegiance. So plauſible and ſo 
inſinuating were his repreſentations, that Norris was 
confirmed by them in his former ſentiments of mo- 
deration, and even conceived pity and affection for 
this injured and unhappy lord. The queen, noy 
priacipally attentive to the affairs of France and 
the progreſs of the Spaniſh arms in this country, 
was well pleaſed at any proſpect of compoſing the 
vexatious broils of Ireland; and by her commiſſon 
to Sir John Norris and Sir Geoffry Fenton, her lr. 
iſh ſecretary of ſtate, empowered them to grant 
pardon to all rebels who ſhould with due humility 


Moryſon, ſeck her royal mercy. Another congreſs was ap- 
p. 39. Pointed at Dundalk, and here again Tirone renev- 


ed his profeſſions of ſubmiſſion, imploring the 
queeres pardon (as he expreſſed it) © upon the knees 
of his heart,” and confirming his fincerity by the 
moſt ſolemn imprecations. His former petitions 
were renewed, and the rejection of them now re- 
ceived with more temper and ſubmiſſion, With 1 
ſuſpicious caſe and readineſs he promiſed to deſit 
from aiding the rebels; to admit a ſheriff into ls 
country; to renounce the title of O'Nial ; to con. 
fels his intelligence with foreign princes ; to rebuil 
the fort and bridge of Blackwater; to ſupply the 
Engliſh garriſon to be ſtationed there; to lay cow! 
his arms; deliver hoſtages ; to pay a fine to the 
queen; and as to the enlargement of John O' Nials 
ſons, he conſented that it ſhould be referred to the 
queen's future pleaſure, when ſhe had firſt he 
and underſtood their offences. O Donnel, Mag- 


wire, O'Ruarc, and others of his confederates * 
gree 
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oreed to like articles, and made the like ſubmiſ- 
ons. So that now the northern war ſeemed at 
an end: a promiſe of pardon was delivered to each 
lord on his ſubmiſſion ; of which proclamation was 
made to the queen's ſubjects, that they might not 
be moleſted by any act of hoſtility. 
WuerTHER theſe conceſſions of the Northern Ir- 
iſh were a premeditated ſcheme of perfidy and fraud, 
merely calculated to gain time; or whether they pro- 
ceeded from deſpair of any ſuccours from Spain, 
as Philip was now entirely engaged by the war in 
France; certain it is, that ſcarcely had the treaty 
been concluded, when the inſurgents repented of 
it. The king of Spain, though he could not now 
ſpare any conſiderable force for an invaſion of Ire- 
land, was yet deſirous to encourage the male-con- 
tents of this kingdom, until he ſhould be at leiſure 
to deriveſome advantage from them. Three pinna-Moryſ. 
ces from Spain arrived on the Northern coaſts, withP- 4** 
ſome ſtores of ammunition, and letters from Phi- 

lip to the Iriſh chieftains, exhorting them to pre- 
ſevere in their generous oppoſition to the Engliſh 
power, and aſſuring them of immediate ſupport. 

The Iriſh, fired with this intereſting intelligence, 

were aſhamed of their late conceſſions; ſpread it o. 
with eagerneſs and triumph through all their aſſo- Camden. 
ciates, and were impatient for ſome pretence to 
violate their treaty. Tirone, with his uſual diſſi- 
mulation, affected to tranſmit his letter to the lord 
deputy and council, to demonſtrate the fincerity of 

his ſubmiſſion ; at the ſame time, he took care to 
convey the aſſurances of a ſpeedy invaſion to Pheagh 
Mac-Hugh, chieftain of the ſept of O'Birne, and 
principal infurgent of Leinſter ; as well as to the 3188. 
diſaffected of Munſter ; all of whom were exhort- Lamb. 
ed to take arms, and unite with the Northerns, for M. p. 258. 
the aſſiſtance of Chriſt's catholic religion. 

Is the mean time Norris, who imagined that he 


had reſtored the peace of Ulſter, thought it neceſ- 
| Z 4 lary 
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ly to priſon; from whence he was conveyed to 


the country was to ſupply the wants of his army; 


. hurried without licence into England. The queen, 
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ſary to march into Connaught, to ſuppreſs the com. 


motions raiſed in this province. The male-contents 
had here contrived to ſeize ſome of the Engliſh 
forts, and foiled the attempts of Bingham to reco- 
ver them. Their numbers were ſo conſiderable, 
and their outrages ſo inſolent, that Norris demand- 
ed ſome additional forces from the lord deputy, as 


well as a ſupply of proviſions, to enable him to 


purſue t'em with the neceſſary vigour. Ruſſe, 
not difpleaſed at his diſtreſſes, coldly replied, that 


and that as to men, he could not ſend them, as he 
himſelf intended to march into the Weſt. And the 
united efforts of the lord deputy and general ſoon 
quelled the inſurgents of this province. One caſtle 
only made any ſhew of refiſtance ; where the Iriſh 
gallantly replied to Ruſſel's ſummons, that they 
would not ſurrender, though his whole army were 
lord deputies; and accordingly obliged him to force 
it by ſtorm. Others fled to their private haunts, 
or ſubmitted , pleading in alleviation of their offence 
that they had been driven to rebellion by the into- 


ſo clamourous and confident were theſe charges, 
and with ſuch attention were they received, that 
Bingham, in his impatience to juſtify his conduct, 


inſtead of hearing his defence, ordered him inſtant- 
Connaught, in cuſtody of Sir Conyers Clifford, 


who was appointed to ſucceed him as lord-prefident 


of this province. Commiſſioners were directed to 
hear his cauſe, in the place where his accuſers had 
full opportunity of proving their allegations. He 
was acquitted, reſtored to favour, and afterwards 
employed by the queen. | 

WaiLE the male-contents of Connaught retired 


before the queen's forces, and reſerved themſelves 


for ſome favourable occaſion of returning to the 


field, 
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and hereafter, if he were not truly and faithfully 


field, the chieftains of the North grew ſtill more 
impatientof their late treaty, and ſtudied pretences 

to reſcind it. Tirone, in particular complained of 
injuries and provocations: inſolently adding to his 

liſt of grivances, that after the pacification of Con- 
naught, the ſtate had preſumed to proſecute his 
friend and ally Pheagh Mac-Hugh, with others of Cox, ex 
the inſurgents of Leinſter. In revenge of this in- M38. 
tolerable wrong, the earl harraſſed the Engliſh gar-Lanb. 
riſon at Armagh, cut off their proviſions, and in- 
veſted the town. Norris again marched to the north- Sulliv. 


ern borders. Before his arrival the garriſon of Ar-p. 144. 


magh had been obliged to capitulate, and were diſ- 
miſſed with honour and ſafety: and agreeably to 
that infatuated policy, which the general had him- 
ſelf but too much favoured, a commiſſion arrived 
from England for treating once again with the earl 
of Tirone, and accommodating the differences of 
the North by an amicable conference. The rebel 
earl had ventured on his petty hoſtilities merely to 
keep alive the zeal and ſpirit of his country-men. 
The ſucceſs of his practices in other provinces of 
Ireland, as well as of his negotiations with Spain, 
was as yet uncertain. He therefore gladly embra- 
ced the opportunity of delaying and amufing the 


Engliſh government. He attended the commiſ- Morryſon 1 


ſſioners with all the affectation of humility and hs 
reſignation, repeated his ſolemn aſſeverations of 
the ſincerity and integrity of his intentions, pre- 
tended to diſcover all the ſecret practices of his 
aſſociates, and their correſpondence with Spain 
renouncing all his hopes of happineſs both here 


determined to approve himſelf a loyal ſubje& to 
the queen, provided he might be pardoned, accept- 
ed as a ſubject, and protected from wrong. 
A REPORT was now to be tranſmitted to the Eng- 
liſh miniſtry of this conference, and the profeſſions 
of Tirone. The commiſſioners were to wait for 


I Ib. 45, 46. ſucceſs : ſo that when inſtructions arrived for hold- 
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new inſtructions. Hoſtilities were ſuſpended : Ti- 
rone trained and exerciſed his men : a conflux of 
the diſaffected from all quarters of the kingdom 
poured into his territory, were trained, and inſtruct- 
ed in the uſe of arms. Emiſſaries were privately 


_ diſpatched to raiſe the drooping ſpirits of the weſ- 


tern Iriſh, to concert ſchemes of inſurrection with 


the rebellious ſepts of Leinſter, and to encourage 


the enemies of government in Munſter, to revenge 
the ſeverities they had endured, and to exterminate 


the new uſurpers of their lands. Every day gave 


Tirone additional ſtrength, and fairer proſpects of 


ing a ſecond conference, in which he was to be fi- 
nally reſtored to favour, he recurred to his old pre- 
tences, of breach of promiſe on the part of go- 
vernment ; that his hoſtages had not been exchang- 


ed according to agreement, nor reſtitution made for 


the ravages committed in his lands; and that he 
could not attend the commiſſioners with ſafety or 
with honour. This artifice produced a mean ſoli- 
eita: ion on the part of government to Tirone, that 
he would not wantonly reject the laſt offers of mer- 


cy and reconciliation which the queen would deign 


to make. He coldly replied, that he had little 


hope of any performance of articles, as he had been 


already deceived by confiding in thequeen's officers; 
that the intentions of the lord-general indeed were 
ever juſt and honourable, but had been fatally coun- 
ter-aced by the deputy : and as Sir John Norris was 
ſpeedily to be removed from his command, and the 
grievances of the Northerns to be ſubmitted to a 
new chief governor, whole principles and character 
were entirely unknown, he had the leſs reaſon to 
expect an equitable concluſion. He condeſcended 
however to propoſe a time of conference, which 
(he well knew) could not be accepted, provided it 
were held, contrary to expreſs directions of the 

queen, 


* % bk. 4.4 * 
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queen, as a parley in open field; not in a walled 
town, as a ſubmiſſion of rebellious ſubjects. 
Nor was this crafty lord deceived in the intelli- 
gence which had encouraged him to this reply. 
The Engliſh miniſters were aſtoniſhed and provok- 
ed that ſuch a commander as Norris had not gained 
ſome brilliant and important advantages in Ireland. 


They conſidered neither his wants and difficulties, 


nor the nature of the ſervice in which he was en- 
gaged. And to the imperious ſpirit of the queen, 
the ill ſucceſs of thoſe conferences with Tirone, 
which the general had adviſed, was particularly mor- 


tifying. The earl of Eſſex, her diſtinguiſhed fa-Moryſon, | 
vourite, had been the rival, and was the enemy P 47, 48. 


of Norris. By his practices, a new lord-deputy, 
lord Burgh, a man of ſufficient abilities in war, was 
ſent into Ireland with full powers, both in the civil 
and milicary affairs. On his arrival, Sir John Nor- 
ris was abruptly ordered to his government of Mun- 
ſter ; where the anguiſh of diſappointment and diſ- 
grace ſo wrought on the ſenſibility of this gallant 
leader, that within the ſpace of two months, with- 
out any apparent malady, he ſuddenly expired in 
the embraces of his brother, 

Lord Bunch entered on his government with 


a full perſuaſion of the futility and danger of liſt- 


ening to the inſidious profeſſions of Tirone, or ho 


ing to terminate the diſorders of Ireland by confe- 
rences, and ignominious conceſſions. He had been 


inſtructed, and was reſolved, to proſecute the rebels 


vigourouſly, He deemed it expedient, however, 


at the inſtances of Tirone, to grant a ceſſation of 


arms for one month, and employed the interval in 


collecting his forces, and concerting his operations. 
The earl of Kildare, the baron of Trimbleſton, and gullv. 
other lords of the Pale, attended his ſtandard withp. 146. 

their followers: and as he determined to pierce to | 


the very heart of the northern inſurrection, Sir Co- 
nyers Clifford was ordered to march his forces 
through 
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through Connaught, and meet the deputy at the 
fort of Blackwater. O' Nial (for ſo was the earl of 
Tirone ſtiled by his countrymen) acted on his part 
with equal vigour. He lay with his main body 
ſtrongly entrenched near the town of Armagh. 
Tirre!, a degenerate Engliſhman, his aſſociate, was 
ſent into Leinſter with a troop of five hundred men 
to encourage the rebellious ſepts to make a power. 
ful diverſion in this province. His emiſſaries in 
Connaught animated the male-contents to oppoſe 
the intended progreſs of Sir Coyners Clifford. And 
the firſt commencement of hoſtilities ſeemed to pre- 
ſage a favourable iſſue to the Iriſh. A fon of lord 
Trimbleſton was detached with a thouſand men to 
attack Tirrel and his party : but the experience 
and addreſs of the rebel leader ſupplied the defici- 
ency of his numbers; he gave the royaliſts a total 
defeat, and ſent their young commander a priſoner 
to O'Nial. Clifford, who led his ſmall body of ſe- 


ven hundred men towards the northern province, 


Moryſon, found himſelf ſuddenly arreſted in his progreſs by 
p- 50. two thouſand deſperate rebels, whom he was ut- 


terly unable to encounter. His only meaſure was 
to retreat; and in this his conduct was fo judicious 
and ſucceſsful, that, although inceſſantly harraſſed 
by the enemy, in a march of thirty miles, he yet 
regained his quarters without any conſiderable 
loſs. | | | 
Lord Burcu undaunted by theſe mortifications, 
marched into Ulſter, and reſolutely attacked the 
northern army in their entrenchments. Their re- 
ſiſtance was obſtinate ; but the Engliſh forces per- 
ſevered, and were ſucceſsful. They forced their 
way to the fort of Blackwater, which was eaſily ta- 
ken : but the rebels again appeared and renewed 
the attack; nor were they repelled without ſome 
loſs and danger. The deputy having ſtationed an 
Engliſh garriſon in the fort, reſolved to pierce to 
Dungannon, the chief reſidence of O'Nial. 205 
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Triſh forces accupied the defiles, and ſeemed deter- 
mined to oppoſe his paſſage. But the ſudden death Sulliv. 
of lord Burgh neceſſarily ſlackened all military ope-P- 147. 
rations. The command devolved on the earl of 


Kildare, who deemed it moſt prudent to maintain 
the ground already gained. Nor did the earl long 
ſurvive the lord deputy. His two foſter-brethren 
had fallen in reſcuing him from the enemy; and 
ſuch was the tenderneſs of affection ariſing from 
theſe artificial bands of affinity, and ſuch was his 
ſenſe of their fidelity, that he pined with affliction, 
and died, lamenting their fall, 

Ox the death of lord a the council, as 


| uſual, committed the reins o 


at his own requeſt the queen immediately appointed 
a new adminiſtration. The civil government was 
committed to Loftus, archbiſhop of Dublin, and 
| chancellor of Ireland, and to Sir Robert Gardiner, 
| chief juſtice; the military was entruſted to the earl 
| of Ormond, with the title of lord-lieutenant of the 
army. So alarming were the diſorders of Lein- 
ſter, that the new general thought it neceſſary to 
| confine himſelf to this province; while Sir Henry 
| Bagnal was detached to the borders of Ulſter to 
| awe the northerns, and ſupport the garriſons of 
Armagh and Blackwater. But O'Nial, who dreaded 


that vigour which he had juſt experienced from 


| Engliſh forces, found it expedient to recur once a- 
gain to his former artifices. He affected particular 
ſatisfaction that ſo conſiderable a ſhare of authority 
in Ireland had been committed to the earl of Or- 
mond, from whom he looked for the regards of a 
countryman ; and addrefling himſelf in his uſual 
terms of humiliation to this lord, lamented his ſitu- 
| ation, pleaded his grievances, and implored his fa- 
vourable interpofition with the om for pardon 
and protection to a repenting offender, whoſe foul 
relapſes could not indeed be juſtified, but were pal- 
lated 
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if liated by the wrongs he had ſuſtained. This new 
overture to an accommodation was tranſmitted to 
1 the queen, and Ormond empowered to confer with 
Moryſon, him at Dundalk. Here it was agreed that a ceſſa. 
pP. 52. 53. tion of arms ſhould be made for eight weeks, in 
order to give the northern lords an opportunity of 
ſtating their grievances at large, and tranſmitting 
them to the queen. Tirone on his part, engaged 
to recal his forces from Leinſter; to hold no cor- 
reſpondence with Spain during the ceſſation, but 
to diſcover any intelligence he might receive from 
thence; neither to commit, nor countenance any 
outrage, nor aid thoſe who ſnould preſume to vio- 
late the truce; to give ſafe- conduct to her majeſty's 
officers; to victual the fort of Blackwater; and, 
as a token of his humble duty, to deliver forty 
beeves for the uſe of the garriſon. Ormond pro- 
miſed that the northerns ſhould have the ſame per- 
miſſion to purchaſe proviſions in the Pale, which 
the queen's ſubjects were to be allowed in Ulſter; 
that none of Tirone's aſſociates depending on the 
truce ſhould be ſeized by the ſtate, without his 
_ conſent; and that the foldiery ſhould be reſtrained 
from all violence and rapine. 

Ix the courſe of theſe treaties, fo diſguſting in 
the recital, another conference ſucceeded, in which 
the earl was informed of the conditions on which 
the queen was pleaſed to grant her gracious pardon 
to him, and all the inhabitants of Tirone. He 

was required to renew his ſubmiſſion publicly and 
= Moryſon. ſolemnly ; to detach himſelf from his confederates, 
p. 55- diſperſe his forces, and diſmiſs all ſtrangers; to re- 
* nounce the title of O'Nial, with all its pretended 
rights and juriſdictions ; to repair the damages for- 
merly made by him in the fort and bridge of Black- 
water, and to furniſh the garriſon with proviſions 
at an equitable rate; to diſcover all his tranſactiors 
with Spain; to admit a ſheriff into his country; to 
pay a fine in ſatisfaction ſor his offence; to deliver 

| up 
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up all traitors who ſhould attempt to conceal them- 
ſelves in his lands; to ſurrender the ſons of John 


O'Nial into the hands of Ormond; and as a ſurety 


for the faithful performance of theſe articles, to 
make his eldeſt fon an hoſtage. 

Tux humility of Tirone was by this time conſi- 
derably abated. He canvaſled all theſe articles; ob- 


jected, and demanded explanations. He could not ,, 
engage to detach himſelf from his confederates, un- p. 


leſs time were granted to them to come in and ſub- 
mit, ſo that they might not charge him with a clan- 
deſtine deſertion of their intereſts ; if he diſmiſſed 


all ſtrangers he expected a ſafe- conduct for them: 
while he promiſed to renounce the name of O' Nial, 


he reſerved the rights uſually annexed to the chief- 
tainry of his country. As he had not received the 
ſons of John O'Nial from the ſtate, he perempto- 
rily refuſed to give them up. He agreed to receive 
a ſheriff, but required that a gentleman of the 2oun- 
ty only ſhould be choſen to this office; and that the 
appointment ſhould for ſome time be deferred. In 


| conſenting to deliver up all difloyal perſons who 


ſhould conceal themſelves in Tirone, he excepted 


thoſe who ſought refuge with him, in a cauſe of 


conſcience; and as to the demand of his eldeſt fon 


he utterly rejected it. Thus did he dictate the 


conditions on which he would except his pardon. 
His pardon, at the preſſing inſtances of the earl of 


Ormond, received the great ſeal; and to confirm 


the hopes entertained by the queen and her mini- 


ſters of a ſpeedy reſtoration of tranquility in Ireland. 
O'Ruarc, the principal inſurgent of Connaught, Moryſ. 
made an humble ſubmiſſion to Sir Conyers Clif- p. 54. 


ford, and promiſed for himſelf and all his followers 


faithful allegiance to the crown, and all the duties 


of good ſubjects. | 
Bur theſe hopes, ſo inconſiderately entertained, 
had the mortification of an immediate and a ſevere 


diſappointment. The eaſineſs with which the queen 


liſtened 
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liſtened to the fair profeſſions of a man whoſe in. 
fincerity had been repeatedly diſcovered, rendered 
her adminiftration in Ireland contemptible to its 


enemies; and had for ſome time encouraged the 


Ib. p. 


Carte's 
Intr. to 
Life of 
Orm. 


P · 50. 


diſaffected to rebel, when a ſlight ſubmiſſion at the 
worſt, could purchaſe pardon and ſecurity. Tirone, 


with an affected diſregard of that mercy which he 
had fo eaſily obtained, or rather extorted, neglected 
to plead his pardon, or to proceed through thoſe 
forms of law neceſſary to re-inftate him in the con- 


57* dition of a loyal ſubject. In the late conference he 


had artfully demanded a ceſſation or one year; ex- 
pecting, probably, that by this time, the king of 


Spain would have opportunity to ſend him ſuccours; 


and that the queen who evidently regarded the af. 
fairs or Ireland with averſion and diſguſt, as a gries- 
ous embarraſſment to her favourite purſuits, would 
inadvertently ſuffer her forces in this country to 
waſte, in a ſervice of diſtreſs and an unfavourable 


climate. And although he could obtain but a truce 


Sulliv. 
p- 148. 


of two months, yet he was not ignorant, that the 
preſent ſhattered condition of the army obliged 
Ormond to grant even this ſhort reſpite. Had he 
been gratified in his firſt demand, his diſſimulation 
might have been continued; but now, having dit- 
covered the real weakneſs of his enemy, he deter- 
mined to re- commence hoſtilities, without the ſlight- 
eſt regard to promiſes or treaties, which he conſi- 
dered as mere temporary expedients. 

His firſt attempt was to cut off the Engliſh gar- 
riſon of Armagh from their uſual ſupplies of pro- 
viſion ; and for this purpoſe he encamped between 
this town and that of Newry, where Bagnal was 
ſtationed with his forces. His brother Tirlaugh 
had for ſome time ſerved in the Engliſh army : and 
now Conn, his baſtard-ſon, on ſome diſguſt, ſerted 
to Bagnal. By their guidance he was enabled to 
paſs by the northerns, through an unfrequented 
road, and not only to relieve his country men in - 

mag 
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magh, but to make an attack upon the camp of 
Tirone, which created ſome diſmay and confuſion, 
though not attended with any conſiderable advan- 
tage. Tirone retired; and as Bagnal was too weak, 
and too cautious to venture on any confiderable 
progrels, the rebel earl proceeded to attack the fort 
of Blackwater, his great obſtacle and diſgrace. The 
works were rude and unfiniſhed ; but a ſpirited M 

| | . . ory ſon, 
garriſon, commanded by a valiant and experienced p. 58 
officer, eaſily foiled the attempts of an enemy, 
whoſe violence was greater than their ſkill. Tirone 
determined to reduce them by famine; and they 
endured their ſeverities with a manly reſolution. 
The ſtate was informed of their danger and diſtreſs; 
and as the earl of Ormond was employed in reſtrain- 
ing the rebellious ſepts of Leinſter, Bagnal was rein- 
forced, and directed to relieve the fort. The Iriſh 
writers inform us that he commanded four thou- 
ſand five hundred foot, and five hundred horſe, 
compoſed of thoſe Engliſh veterans who had ſerved $ulliv. 
under Norris, both in France and Ireland, the for- tom. iii. 
ces of the Pale, and ſeveral well-affe&ed Iriſh clans. · iv · c. 5· 
At a diſtance of three miles from the fort, he found 
the northern army drawn up to oppoſe him, com- 
poſed of the forces of Tirone and Tirconnel under 
their reſpective leaders, and ſome troops of Con- TH 
naught commanded by THEMAC-WILLIAu, amoun- :o 
ting to four thouſand five hundred foot, and fix _ 
hundred horſe. The generals on each ſide were en- 
famed with mortal enmity againſt each other; and 
the ſuperſtitious Iriſh were driven even to phrenzy 
by their prieſts, who aſſured them from old prophe- 
cies, that this day would prove fatal to hereſy. 
Their aſſault was violent; and the diſpoſitions of 
Bagnal, we are told, were by no means judicious. 
In the heat of the engagement, an accidental ex- Camden. 
ploſion of ſome powder caſt the royaliſts into a 
dangerous diſorder ; and was immediately ſucceed- 
ed by the death of their general, who, in raiſing 
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his beaver, received a fatal ſhot in the forchead. 
The victory of the Northerns was complete. Fif. 
teen hundred ſoldiers of the royal army, and thir- 
teen gallant officers, were ſlain in the field ; and that 
the ſſaughter was not ſtill greater, is imputed by the 
Engliſh writers to the bravery and addreſs of Mon- 
tague, commander cf the cavalry ; by the Iriſh to 
the gallantry of O'Reily, a loyal Iriſh chieftain, 
who leſt his life in covering the retreat. The Iriſh 
acknowledged no greater loſs than that of two hun- 
Cred lain, and fix hundred wounded. They reck. 
cned thirty four enſigns taken, with other honours 
cf war. But what was of real conſequence, they 
became maſters of a'l the artillery, ammunition, 
and proviſions cf the royal army, together with a 
cuantity cf arms. The fort of Elackwater was 
immediately ſurrendered, and the remains of the 
royaliſts who had fled for ſhelter to Armagh, were 
ſoon cbliged to evacuate this town. | 
INConSIDERABLE as this victory may be deemed, 
by thoſe who form their ideas from extenſive ſcenes 
cf action; in Ireland it was great, decifive, and 
momentcus. The illuſtrious OfN1ar was every 
where extolled as the deliverer cf his country : and 
the diſaffæected in all quarters condemned their own 
weak and paſſive conduct, which had deprieved 
them of the like glory. Thoſe of Ulſter who had 
wavered in their allegiance, now declared at once 
for their countrymen. In Connaught the revolt 
was general. The Iriſh ſepts of Leinſter, who had 
hitherto confined themſclves to ſome ſhort occaſi- 
oral inſurrections, now broke out in full fury of 
rebellion, and bad defiance to Engliſh government. 
The chieſtain O'Moore had regained entire poſſeſ- 
ſion of I ix, his ancient patrimony; and was ena- 
bled, at the inſtances of Pierce Lacy, a rebel of 
Ergliſh race, and agent of O'Nial, to lead ſome 
forces into Munſter, in order to raife an inſurrection 
in this province, Various were the 8 
| an 
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and complaints of the great Iriſh leaders of the 

South ; and thoſe whoſe lands had been forfeited 

in the Deſmond rebellion, harboured an implacable 

reſentment againſt the ſtate. Thoſe who had un- 

dertaken the plantation of theſe lands, either en- 

tirely abandoned them, or neglected to fulfil their Moryſon, 

covenants : diſaffe&ed Iriſh ſwarmed in their eſtates: P. 62. 

and inftead of being provided with two thouſand 

fighting men, no more than two hundred of Eng- 

liſh birth could be found among them, on the firſt 

entrance of the rebels into Munſter. Sir Thomas _ 

Norris, the lord-prefident, deemed it neceſſary to On. 

retire to Cork, and not without being harraſſed in 189. 

his retreat by O Moore. The flame of inſurrection 

was inſtantly lighted up, and ſpread through all the 

ſouthern province. The lords of Lixnaw, Fermoy, 

Mountgarret, Cahir, united with the Iriſh clans 

againſt the queen; thoſe Geraldines, who were 

known by the fantaſtical Iriſh titles of KnicaTt or 

THE VALLEY, and Tne Write Knicart, joined 

in the rebellion : and to give their party greater 

weight and popularity, James, nephew to the late 

unhappy lord Gerald, was by the agents of Tirone, 

ſolemnly inveſted with the title of earl of Deſmond, 

which together with his lands, now to berecovered, 

he ſtipulated to hold in vaſſalage to THE O'Niar. 

Having no enemy to encounter, the rebels every _—_— 

where committed the moſt deſperate and abomi- "2 

t nable outrages ; and particularly on the Engliſh 
undertakers, who fled frora their dwellings, even 

i- WH when flight was leſs dangerous than defence; and 


f became a prey to their vindictive enemies. 
t Normxo could be more melancholy, nor ap- 
1 parently more deſperate, than the preſent condition 


a- of Engliſh government. The royaliſts, cooped up 
of in towns, acted evey where on the defenſive, har- 
ne raſſed and inſulted by the enemy, to whom th: 
on whole open country was abandoned, and who rioted 
in all the enormities of revenge, luſt, and rapine, 

| A4 2 in 


262 


Rymer, 
| . xvi, 


336. 


attempted to amuſe the earl of Ormond by new 


as marſhal of Ireland; and on his ſudden death, 
men into this kingdom. They had been deſtined 
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in every quarter of the kingdom. The chieftain 
of Tirone, who claimed the honour of all this ha. 
vock, diſpatched his emiſſaries to the king of Spain, 
magnifying his ſucceſſes, profeſſing his attachment, 
and requeſting ſuccours for the accompliſhment of 
a work hitherto attended with ſuch amazing ſucceſs, 
and at the ſame time, with a ridiculous inſolence, 


overtures of ſubmiſſion. Repeated diſpatches were 
ſent into England, repreſenting the dangerous fitua. 
tion of Iriſh affairs, with preſſing inſtances for ad. 
ditional troops. The queen, more provokec at the 
vexatious burden, than ſolicitous for the real wel. 
fare of her Iriſh dominions, condemned the con. 
duct of Ormond in not undertaking the northern 
war in perſon, inſtead of entruſting it to Sir Henry 
Bagnal ; ordered him paſſionately to purge the ar. 
my of Iriſh ; named Sir Richard Bingham, now 
reſtored to favour, to ſucceed this unhappy officer 


appointed Sir Samuel Bagnal to lead two thouſand 


to form a garriſon at Loughfoyle on the back f 
the northern rebels; but now it was deemed neceſ. 
ſary to ſtation them in Leinſter, in order to ſtrengthen 
the heart of the kingdom. 
Bur ſuch a proviſion was by no means thought 
adequate to the preſſing neceſſities of Ireland. At 
a time when this country was one general ſcene ot 
inſurrection, Elizabeth received intelligence from 
the king of Scots, that Philip of Spain was pre- 
paring for a powerful invaſion of her dominions; 
that forty thouſand men were raiſed for a deſcent 
on England, as was ſuppoſed ; and twelve thouſand 
deſtined for the aſſiſtance of her rebel-ſubje&s in 
in Ireland. The preſervation of this kingdom was 
now become a ſerious object of attention in her 
councils, and fo forcibly were they impreſſed with 
the danger and futility of all temporizing exped!- 
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ents, that it was univerſally agreed that nothing but 
a formidable army, and an experienced general, 
could preſerve the realm of Ireland from the ene- 


mies of the crown. | 


Tux earl of Eſſex had for ſome time captivated 
the queen, by the charms of his perſon and con- 
verſation. And although he had lately, in a con- 
ſultation on Iriſh affairs, provoked her to an intem- 


perate blow, by the unguarded haughtineſs of hi Camden, 


demeanour, and paſſionately expreſſed his reſent- 
ment at this inſult, yet was he reſtored to grace; 
at once the moſt popular lord in England, and the 
greateſt favourite with his ſovereign. The death 
of lord Burleigh left him without any rival in her 
confidence; though ſtill expoſed to the envy of 
aſpiring courtiers, who interpreted all his actions 
with a ſecret malignity, while they had neither pow- 
er nor confidence to attack him openly. On the 
preſent deliberations about the affairs of Ireland, 


the queen had propoſed to commit the government 


of this kingdom to Blount lord Mountjoy. Eſſex 


| warmly oppoſed it. He objected that this lord 


had not ſufficient experience in the affairs of war, 
to be entruſted with a ſervice of ſuch conſequence, 
and that his retired and ſtudious life was ill calculated 
for a courſe of vigour and activity. He inveighed 
bitterly againſt the conduct of thoſe who had lately 
commanded the queen's forces in Ireland. The 

nad ſuffered themſelves to be amuſed with infi- 
* dious overtures and promiſes; they had neglected 
* to ſtrike at the very head of the rebellion; and 
inſtead of planting their garriſons in the North, 
* ſoas to hem in the rebels of this provice, and 
keep them in perpetual agitation and diſtreſs, 
they had waſted the queen's forces in unneceſſary 
* expeditions, without glory to themſelves, or ad- 
vantage to the crown.” The conduct of the 
Iriſh war, he obſerved, neceſſarily demanded a 
brave and {kilful general, one of weight and dig- 
A a 3 | nity, 
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nity, one known to poſſeſs the confidence of his 
royal miſtreſs, and who muſt therefore ſtand ſupe. 
rior to the petty factions of Ireland, and every 
where command the due reſpect and deference. So 
diſtinctly did he mark out his own character, that 
his deſire of being inveſted with the government 
of Ireland could not be miſtaken, and both his 
friends and enemies concurred in rendering his de- 
ſire effectual. Whether he imagined that his in- 
tereſt with the queen was too firmly eſtabliſhed to 
be at all affected by any ſhort abſence from her 
court, and therefore the more freely indulged his 

_ paſſion for military glory; or whether he liſtened 
to thoſe creatures, who in the ardour of their at- 
tachment, pleaded his right of ſucceſſion to the 
throne ; and therefore wiſhed to ſtand at the head 
of a powerful army ; certain it is, that he received 
the preſſing inſtances of the court to undertake the 
conduct of Iriſh affairs, with an affected coyneſs, 
and ſecret pleaſure. His friends hoped that after a 
ſhort abſence, he ſhould return with a conſider- 
able acceſſion of honour, influence, and power: 
his enemies flattered themſelves, that if once re- 
moved from court, his engaging qualities would 
be gradually effaced from the mind of Eliza- 
beth, and that his pride and intemperance would 
then make their fall impreſſion on her imperious 
ſpirit. Had they really dreaded any ſchemes of 
diſloyalty in this lord, their duty obliged them to 
oppoſe his being placed at the head of an army. 
But as their ſole obje& was, to give a free courſe 
to his confidence and precipitation, ſo as to make 
him author of his own ruin, they concurred with 
the flatterry of his friends, and the partiality of 
the queen; and Eſſex, at the united inſtances of 
all, conſented to aſſume the government of Ireland. 
His patent was granted with the title of Lord 
Lieutenant, and with more extenſive power than al- 
moſt any governor had enjoyed; beſides an extra- 
ordinary authority of pardoning all treaſons, 2 
| uch 


F 2a kn 


£3 


Oe 


ch. 4 ELIZABET H. 


ſuch as touched the queen's perſon, of removing 
officers and conferring dignities, he was left to con- 
duct the war at his own diſcretion, and furniſhed 
with an army of twenty thouſand men, ſuch a force 
as had not yet been ſent into Ireland, and ſuch as 
thoſe who were ſtrangers to this country, conceived 
to be utterly irreſiſtible. 
Tux inſurgents of Ireland ſeemed not diſmayed 
by this formidable preparation ; they even took oc- 
caſion from thence to confirm the inveteracy of the 
diſaffected, and to perſuade the wavering, that their 
| very being now depended on uniting bravely with 
their countrymen. © Our grievances,” ſaid they, Camden, 
have been frequently laid before the throne, but 
without redreſs or notice. Treaties have been 
violated ; ſubmiſſions received, with a ſhameful 
and contemptuous diſregard to the mot ſolemn 
promiſes ; our fortunes have been torn from us; 
* our conſciences have been enſlaved ; but our op- 
e preſſors, not yet ſatiated, now prepare to exter- 
„ minate the wretched natives who have preſumed 
to aſſert their liberty, and thus to erect a tyran- 
* nical dominion even over thoſe who call them- 
* ſelves Engliſh ſubjects, and are fo infatuated as 
not to deſcern, that the preſent is the common 
* cauſe of all.” Such was the alarm conceived or 
affected in Ireland, that the queen thought it ne- 
ceſſary, by proclamation, utterly to diſavow all 
intentions againſt the liberty of a country, where 
ſhe had fo great a number of loyal ſubjects ; the 
war ſhe declared was to be directed only againſt 
theobſtinately rebellious ; and that her mercy thould 
be ſtill extended to thoſe who ſought it by ſincere 
penitence and ſubmiſſion. Yet ſuch was the effect 3 
of theſe factious clamours, or ſuch the unſhaken | 8 bs 
obſtinacy of the inſurgents, that when Eſſex ar- Morrvſon, 
rived at Dublin in all the pomp of a military hero p. 77. 
haſtening to aſſured victory, he learned that the 
rebels of the ſeveral provinces exceeded the utmoſt 
Aa 4 number 
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number of the forces aſſigned to him, were of abler 
bodies, more patient of the fatigues of war, and 
| for the moſt part, better trained to arms, than his 
new levies: that the rebel-earl of Tirone, who 
had called a council of war on his arrival, reſolutely 
determined to oppoſe the queen's forces in the 
North, with a body of fix thouſand men; while 
O'Donnel, with four thouſand, was to carry on the 
war in Connaught; that the rebels of Munſter had 
bound themſelves by a folemn oath to be faithful 
to their cauſe ; that not one of the inſurgents, ag 
was uſual at the appearance of great military pre. 
parations, deigned to ſubmit and ſue for pardon; 
and that even thoſe ſubjects who had not yet ſwerved 
from their allegiance, betrayed manifeſt ſigns of 
diſaffection and reluctance to ſerve the queen; and 
in many inſtances were known to hold correſpon- 

dence with the rebels. > | 
In fuch alarming circumſtances, the earl com- 
menced his adminiſtration in ſuch a manner, as gave 
the ſtrongeſt reaſon for ſuſpicion, that his ſole ob- 
ject was to ſtrengthen his own perſonal power and 
influence. Contrary to the queen's directions, he 
made his intimate friend, the earl of Southampton, 
general of horſe; and in deſpite of her remon- 
= continued him in this command. With 
equal contempt of his inſtructions, he laviſhed the 
honour of kingthood, ſo highly eſtimated at this 
time, on every perſon whom he thought worth 
purchaſing to his party. He had been expreſsly 
commanded, agreeably to his own ſentiments de- 
clared in council, to ſtrike directly at the northern 
rebels; and at the ſame time to plant garriſons at 
Loughfoyle, and Bally ſnannon, ſo as to ſurround 
them with his forces. But the Iriſh privy-counſel- 
lors, many of whom were deeply intereſted in the 
new-planted lands of Munſter, urged him to turn his 
arms to the relief of this province; and profeſſing 
deference to their opinion, he marched into = 
South, 


South. In his paſſage through Leinſter, he had theSullivan, 
mortification of being conſiderably harraſſed by 153. 
O'Moore, the chieftain of Leix. Such petty inci- 
dents are diſregarded by the Engliſh writers; but 
the Iriſh boaſt, that their countrvmen fell upon his 
rear with great advantage, killed a number of his 
men, and ſeveral officers; and that from a quan- 
tity of plumes of feathers taken from his gay fol- 
diers, the place of action was called the Pass or 
PuuMes, He arrived at his deſtination, only to lay 
fiege to a caſtle belonging to lord Cahir ; and by 
the oppoſition he received from the titular earl of 
Deſmond, ten days were waſted in the reduction of 
it. So confident were the enemy, notwithſtanding 
the inferiority of their numbers, that it was re- 
ſolved to break from their retreats ſuddenly, and 
toattack different bodies of his army at once : but 
by ſome diſagreement among their leaders, the 
ſcheme miſcarried; and Eſſex was left to march 
through the province without oppoſition, and waſte 
his forces in a fruitleſs purſuit of the rehels. 
Taz northern inſurgents in the mean time pro- Morryſon. 
ceeded with addreſs and vigour. The chieftain off 78.79. 
Tirone was indefatigable in confirming his adhe- 
rents, and defeating every attempt to ſeduce them. 
He ſtationed parties on the paſſes of Longhfoyle 
and Ballyſhannon, to oppoſe any Engliſh garriſons 
that might attempt to ſettle there. He received 
ammunition from Spain ; and, in concurrence with 
O'Donnel, hired a conſiderable body of Scottiſh 
ilanders to ftrengthen their forces, which by this 
time amounted to nine thouſand foot, and fourteen 
hundred horſe. He choſe an advantageous ground 
between Dundalk and Newry, where he lay ſtrong- 
ly entrenched with his main body ; declaring his 
e refolution of giving battle, and his confidence of 
is fucceſs. Even the rebels of Leinſter, though leſs 
g naumerous, had now learned to look on their enemies 


c WF Without terror. About fix hundred of the queen's 
forces 
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hopes which Elizabeth had conceived of her fa- 


* earl had written to the queen from Munfter, in terms 
totally different from thoſe which his raſh preſump. 


. 
- 
SY OOO 
— 
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of the ſtate, expreſſes his c 
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forces were encountered by the ſept of O'Byrne ; ¶ the 
and inſtead of bravely defending themſelves againſt ane 
inferior numbers, were ſeized with a ſudden panic, 
and ſhamefully defeated. And when Eflex return. 
ed into Leinfter with an enfeebled and diminiſhed 
army, he could expreſs his vexation only by deci. 
mating the unfortunate troops, caſhiering their of. 
ficers, and executing the chief delinquent. 

Every inſtance of his miſguided conduct, and 
every mortification of his arms, were received with 
delight by his enemies in England. The ſanguine 


vourite were entirely defeated, and every artifice 
was uſed to exaſperate her diſappointment. The 


tion had dictated in England. He now expatiates 
on the ſuperiorty of the enemy, repreſents the dif. 
affection as general, ariſing from an averſion both 
to the religion and government of England; hints e. 
at the expediency of breaking the rebels by ſecret na 
practices; at the neceſſity of hunting out their prieſts, Wl © 
the chief agents in cementing them : recommends 
it to the queen, if ſhe would have a ftrong party WJ" 
among the Iriſh, to hide from them all purpoſe of WW 


eſtabliſhing Engliſh government, till their ſtrengtꝭ I Ef 


ſhould be completely broken: adviſes that the coaſts ¶ ob 
be guarded, the towns occupied by ſtrong garriſons, Wl 
and prevented from ſupplying the rebels; and up- en 
on compariſon of the advantages and diſadvantages ſh 

* that although Ml © 
the rebels be ſuperior in number, have abler bodies, 
and perfecter uſe of arms, yet as the queen com- dr 
mands the towns and champaign countries, has a 1 ©? 
brave nobility and gallant officers, may cut off the A 
enemy”s proviſions, and lay their territories waſte, "4 
victory muſt in the end be certain, though the be 
work of care, expence, and time. He concludes | 
with a warm expoſtulation on the practices of ©: th 
enemies, and the impreſſion they have made upon 


the 
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the queen; with paſſionate expreſſions of fidelity 
and attachment to her ſervice. | 
Tris was anſwered by a ſharp reprehenſion of 
his ſouthern expedition, and a peremptory mandate Moryſon, 
to proceed againſt the inſurgents of the North. p. 86. 
The earl pleaded the advice of the Iriſh council, l ; 
who by their experience ſeemed moſt capable of di- * 
recting his operations; and promiſed to march im- 9 
mediately againſt Tirone. Scarely had his diſ- 
atches been ſent away, when by other letters he 
declared, that for the preſent he was obliged to 
make an expedition into Leix and O'Fally, to ſup- 
preſs the commotions of Leinſter ; and that, in 
order to enable him to proceed againft the North- 
erns, it was neceſſary to ſend out of England an 
additional reinforcement of two thouſand men. 


he queen was aſtoniſhed and confounded. The 
enemies of the earl of Eſſex, who determined that 
ble ſhould not be denied any means of ſucceſs he 
could deviſe, prevailed on her to grant his additio- 

t WY nal demand; and Eſſex prepared for his northern 

„ Wh expedition. = 

; SIR Conyers Clifford, lord-prefident of Con- 3 
anaught, was ordered to draw his forces to Beleek, b. P. 87. 
In order to make a diverfion on that fide, while 
Eſſex made his grand attack upon the rebels. He 
obeyed, and marched with fifteen hundred foot, 
„ad about two hundred cavalry; when O'Ruarc, 

- WH one of the rebel-leaders, iſſuing ſuddenly from his 

5 ambuſh with no more than two hundred men, at- 

n Wl facked the party in a mountainous and embarraſſed 

„ fituation, caſt them into confuſion, killed one hun- 


dred and twenty, among whom Clifford himſelf, 
and ſome other officers, fell at the firſt onſet, and 
ae purſued his victory, till by the volour of the horſe 
e, ¶ he was again driven into his woods. But the queen's 
ne Il forces deprived of their general, and dreading to 
es be again attacked by O'Donnel, inſtead of purſuing 
us their intended courſe, deemed it neceſſary to return 
on to 
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to their garriſon. The loſs in this encounter way 

of little moment, compared to the impreſſion made 

Moryi0n, on the minds of the ſoldiery. The Engliſh levies 

F. 9. ſhewed the utmoſt reluctance to march through a 

ſtrange country, where at every ſtep they were li. 

able to be ſurpriſed; and deſerted in conſiderable 

numbers. The Iriſh royaliſts deſpiſed an unſue. 

ceſsful general, and fled to their countrymen. Ef. 

ſex now wrote to England, that the whole number 

of forces under his immediate command amounted 

to no more than four thouſand effective men; that 

all his intended enterprizes muſt neceſſarily be ſuf. 

pended, and that for this ſeaſon he could but dray 

towards the borders of Ulſter three thouſand five 

hundred foot, and three hundred horſe. To juſth 

this conduct, his letters were accompanied with the 

cpinion of the principal officers, ſubſcribed and 
atteſted. : 

Witr this force the earl marched to the north- 

= ern borders. Tirone, who beſides his expectations 

w. p. 89. of powerful aſſiſtance from Spain, knew that the 

2 maoſt effectual means of ruining the royal army was 

by protracting the war, determined to recur to hs 

old artifices. He appeared with his forces at ſome 

diſtance, and ſent a meſſenger to Eſſex to defire 

parley. He was anſwered that the lord lieutenant 

ſhould meet him next morning at the head of his 

army. He again entreated for a conference repeat- 

ed his aſſurances that he would caft himſelf upon 

the royal mercy ; and at length obtained permil- 

fion to attend the earl of Eſſex at a ford near the 


earl, and the intimate of Tirone. He had ventured i W. 

in the year 1594, to addreſs a letter to the queen ¶ Pe 

in which he fully ſtated the wrongs and grievance 

of this lord, and inſiſted upon the fincerity and Io). 

alty of his diſpoſitions. This man was * _ all 
? | ploy ed, 


Camden. 
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ployed, on the night preceding the intended con- 
ference, in paſſing between the two generals, and 
holding private interviews with each; a circum- 
ſtance which did not eſcape the enemies of the earl 
of Eſſex in England, who had their ſpies in his 
very camp. And ſtill to encreaſe their ſuſpicions 
the earl deigned to confer for a conſiderable time 
with Tirone, without any witneſs of their parley. 
The northern chieftain had an inſinuating and flat- 
tering addreſs. While Eſſex ſtopped at the bank 
of the river to receive his overtures, with the ſtate- 
lineſs of a ſuperior, the earl plunged into the ſtream 
up to his very ſaddle, as if with an impatience to 
cat imſelf at the feet of this illuſtrious governor. 
He explained his grievances with a well difſembled 
humility: poſſibly was heard, not without ſome fa- 
vour and partiality; and well informed of the cha- 
rater of Eſſex, ſeems to have gradually led him 
into a familiar and confidential ſtrain of converſa- 
tion, in which the lord- lieutenant incautioufly laid 
open ſome of the extravagant and crude ſchemes of 
his ambition. At leaſt it is confeſſed, that Tirone 
aſſured him, that if he would take his direction, he 
would make him the greateſt lord in England, and 
that ſhortly after this conference, he declared to his 
followers, that new diforders were ſoon to ariſe in 
England, which would require his preſence in that 
country. When this private interview had been 
carried on for a conſiderable time, Eſſex at length 
called on Southampton, and five other principal 
officers to attend him. Tirone on his part ſum- 
moned his brother Cormac, and an equal number 
of his party. . 5 
\ Taz conference was now opened in due form, 
with ſufficient witneſſes on each fide. Tirone re- 
peated the grievances which had induced the 
Northerns to take arms, and propoſed the condi- 
tions, on which they conſented to return to their 
egiance; a general amneſty, a free exerciſe of re- 
ligion, 


372 HISTORY OF IRELAND. B. ty 


ligion, the reſtoration of their lands, and an exemp. 
tion from Engliſh government. Eſſex promiſed to 
tranſmit their defires to the queen, and was even 
Moryf. accuſed of promiſing to prevail on her to grant 
p. go. them, as highly equitable and reaſonable. In the 
mean time it was agreed, that a truce ſhould hy 
made for fix weeks, to be renewed from time to 
time for the ſame term, leaving each party at liberty 
to renew the war on fourteen days previous notice: 
and if any of the confederate Iriſh ſhould refuſe 
to adhere to this agreement, Tirone engaged tg 
leave them to be profecuted by the lord-lieutenant 
at his pleaſure. 
Tris accommodation, made with a faithleſs and 
inſidious enemy, was not neceſſary to complete the 
mortification of the queen, and the trium þ of the 
enemies of her favourite. She did not impute the 
futile and diſhonourable procedure of the earl ty 
any deficiency of ſpirit; ſhe dreaded ſome clan 
deſtine ſcheme not yet unravelled; ſhe ſaw the 
whole folly of firſt provoking a nobleman of 
towering and impetuous ſpirit, and then entruſting 
him with a dangerous authority. She was heard to 
lament that Eſſex was poſſeſſed with deſigns quite 
different from the ſervice of his queen and country. 
Though urgently preſſed to recal him, ſhe would 
not venture to tempt his violence by ſuch a meaſure. 
She contented herſelf (before ſhe had yet heard of 
the ceflation made with the Northerns) to addrets 
a letter to her Iriſh governor and council, in which 
ſhe enlarged on all the miſcondu& of the war in ¶ ad\ 
ſiuch ſtately terms of indignation and reſentment, a ſo 
Moryſon, ſuited an offended ſovereign. Every word pierce i pa: 
P. 91. deeply into the heart of Eſſex; and as he imputed i tak 
| the whole to the practices of his enemies, his im- ¶ ter 
| Patience burſt out into the moſt extravagant me- the 
naces of revenge. ten 


Camden. 


His the 


'4$ 


kk ELIZABETH. 


His ſcheme was nothing leſs momentous (and | 
he had entertained it * time) than that of Camden. 
marching into England with the flower of his army, 
and executing his vengeance by force of arms; con- 
ident that his popularity would command num- 
bers; and that in a kingdom which harboured ma- 
ny ſecret male contents, they, who had no perſonal 
affection for the earl of Eſſex, would yet crowd to 
his ſtandard for the ſake of innovation. The firſt 
ſuſpicions of this deſign were carefully conveyed 
to the Engliſh court, by men purpoſely employed 
to watch every word and action of this earl. A 
rumour, induftriouſly propagated, that the king of 
Spain meditated an invaſion of England, was made 
a pretence for ſuddenly levying fix thouſand men 
in London, of whom three thouſand were appoint- 
ed to guard the queen's perſon. Intelligences leſs 
alarming were received from Ireland; and theſe le- 
vies were ſpeedily diſbanded. The temperate coun- 
ſels of the earl of Southampton, the intimate friend 
of Eſſex, and of Sir Chriſtopher Blunt, who was 
married to his mother, ſerved to allay the firſt fury 
of his reſentment : they urged the odiouſneſs, ini- 
quity and diſloyalty of his defign, and perſuaded 
him to adopt leſs obnoxious meaſures. He had the Rot. Can. 
precaution ſoon after his arrival in Ireland, to ob- _ vs 
tain a warrant from the queen, empowering him at 
any time, without waiting for eſpecial ſummons to 
repair to England, and delegate his government to 
two lords juſtices ; provided that he ſhould never 
adventure to return, until the kingdom ſhould be 
ſo ſettled, that no danger might ariſe from his de- 
parture; a matter whereof he was commanded to 
take eſpecial care, as he would anſwer it. He de- 
termined to avail himſelf of this warrant, although 
the queen's laſt letter expreſsly directed him to at- 
tend to the affairs of his government. He recol- 
lected that the earl of Leiceſter had returned from 
WW the Low Countries contrary to command, had 

made 
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made his peace with the queen, and confounded his 
enemies. Hoping no leſs ſucceſs, he ſuddenly de. 
parted with ſome few gentlemen in his train, leay.. 
ing the government to the chancellor Loftus, and 
ood Sir George Carew; appeared at court before his in. 
tentions were ſuſpected ; ruſhed through the apart. 
ments, covered with duſt and ſweat, and ſurpriſed 
the queen, who was newly riſen, and drefling in her 
bed-chamber, by falling on his knees before her, 
and kiſſing her hand. In the firſt unguarded emo. 
tions of her heart, ſhe forgot his errors, and re- 
ceived him graciouſly. But when, on ſerious re- 
collection, her pride was awakened, and her policy 
found leiſure to operate, her demeanour became to- 
tally changed: ſhe commanded him to confine 
himſelf to his chamber, until her further pleaſure 
ſhould be known. She directed her council to ex- 
amine him; and as the explanations of his conduct 
were by no means ſatisfactory, he was committed 
to the cuſtody of the lord-keeper- | 
IxSTEAD of purſuing this unhappy lord through 
the viciſſitudes of his fortune, down to his fatal ca- 
taſtrophe, we are neceſſarily confined to Ireland, 
and the effect which his departure produced on the 
diſorders of this kingdom. That the Iriſh infur- 
gents had at all ſuſtained the ſtorm of ſuch an ar- 
mament as Eſſex had laid againſt them, was no in- 
conſiderable encouragement to their rebeillion; as 
it was not probable that England ſhould ever make 
any more formidable effort to reduce them. I. 
rone, who had not been only unaſſailed, but admit. 
ted to treat on terms of equality with the queen's 
general, felt his own conſequence ; extended his 
views, and preſſed on, indefatigably, in what he 
| deemed the path of honour. Scarcely had the earl 
of Eſſex returned to England, when new ſupplies 
of money and ammunition arrived from Spain, 
and new aſſurances that the northern Iriſh ſhouid 


ſoon receive a powerful reinforcement from this 


country. 


( 
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country. Don Mattheo Oviedo, a Spaniſh eccleſi- 


aſtic, on whom the 


and as a token of the paternal affection and ex 
traordinary reverence of the pontiff for the prince 
of Ulſter (as Tirone was called) preſented him with 
an hallowed plume, which the holy father gravely 
declared to be the feathers of a phenix. 
ELEVATED by this flattering mark of attention, 
Tirone now declared himſelf the champion of the 
holy faith; and in full confidence of ſucceſs, ſoon 
after the expiration of the firſt period of his truce, 
recommenced hoſtilities. The royaliſts, who were 
not well prepared to oppoſe him, expoſtulated on 
this violation of his treaty. He coldly replied, 
that he had given the neceſſary notification of his 
intentions ; nor was it in his power to recal them, 
as his confederates had been diſpatched into differ- 
ent quarters of the kingdom to renew the war. The 
earl of Ormond, who had been again appointed 
lord-lieutenant of the army, now n= 


pedient to parley ; and, after ſome arrogant menaces, 
which were retorted with due ſpirit, to renew the 
ceflation for a month. In this interval, the rebel- 
lord, whoſe conſequence encreaſed daily, publiſhed 


a * manifeſto i to all his countrymen, ex- Cal.Dab. 
B — 4 


* It was conceived in the following terms. 

„ Ufing hitherto more than ordinary favour towards all my 
countrymen, both for that you are 42 by your profeſ- 
ſions Catholicks, and that naturally I am inclined to affect 


you, I have for "theſe and other conſiderations abſtained my 


forces from attempting to do you hindrance ; and the rather 
for that I did _ in proceſſe of time you would enter into 
conſideration of the lamentable eſtate of your poor country 
moſt tyrannically oppreſſed, and of your own ome tle conſci- 
ences in maintaining, relieving, and helping the enemies of 
God and our country, in wars infallibly tending to the pro- 
motion of hereſis. 41 
ut 


pe had n the title of Moryſon, 


archbiſhop of Dublin, arrived with theſe ſupplies 580 iran, 


Mo ISS, 


to make Carte's 
head againſt the — with ſuch forces as he Introduc. 
could collect; when Tirone happily deemed it ex-P: 60. 
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defence of the liberty of their country, and chiefly 


liberties that heretofore ve have had, if it ſhall 
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horting them to forſake the ſhameful cauſe of he. 
reſy, which they had ſo long abetted, or at leaſt 
not oppoſed; to take arms and unite with him in 


of 


% But now ſeeing you are ſo obſtinate in that in which you 


have hitherto continued, of neceſſitie | muſt uſe ſeverity a. 


— you, whom otherwiſe I moſt entirely loved, in reclaym- 
g you by compulſion, when my long tollerance and happy 
victories by God's particular favour doubtleſsly obtained, 
could work no alteration in your conſciences. 

« Conſidering notwithſtanding the great calamitie and mi. 


| Terie whereunto you are moſt likely to fall, by perſevering in 


that damnable ftate, in which hitherto ye have lived, having 
thereof commiſeration, hereby I thought good and convenient 
to forewarne you, requeſting everie of you to come and joyn 
with me againſt the enemies of God and our country, 
If the ſame ye do not, I will uſe means not only to ſpoil you 
of all your goods, but according to the vtmoſt of my power 
ſhall! work what I can to diſpoſſeſs you of all your lands; be- 
cauſe you are the means whereby warres are maintained again 
the exaltation of the Catholick faith. Contrarywiſe, who- 
ſoever you ſhall be, that ſhall joyne with me ; upon my con- 
ſcience, and as to the contrary I ſhall anſwer before God, | 
will employ myſelf to the utmoſt of my power, in their de- 
fence and for the extirpation of hereſie, the planting of the 
Catholick religion, the delivery of our country of infinite 
murders, wicked and deteftable policies. by which this king- 
dom was hitherto governed, nouriſhed in obſcurity and * 
norance, maintained in barbarity and incivility, and conſe- 
quently of infinite evils, which are too lamentable to be 
rehearſed. 1 

« And ſeeing theſe are motives moſt laudable before any 
man of conſideration, and before the Almighty moſt merito- 
rious, which is chiefly to be reſpected, 1 thought myſelf in 


_ Conſcience bound, ſeeing God hath given me ſome power, o 


uſe all means for the reduction of this our poor afflicted coun- 
try unto the Catholick faith, which can never be brought to 
any good paſs, without either your deſtruction or helping 
hands : hereby ing that I neither ſeek your lands, nor 


goods, nor do | purpoſe to plant any in your places, if you 


will adjoyn with me, but will extend wha e and 
"that 
power : giving you to underſtand upon my falvation, 
Chiefly and " Leven I fight for the Catholick faith to be 
planted throughout all our poor country, as well in caties 43 
elſewhere, as manifeſtly might appear, by that I gr 
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of the catholic religion, for which he principally 
contended, and which was ſo dear to him, that no 
perſonal advantage ever ſhould prevail upon him to 
abandon its ſacred intereſts. By affecting to make 

B b 2 | a pilgri- 


other conditions proferred to me, this not being granted ; 
which eftſoone before by word of mouth I have proteſted, and 
do hereby proteit, that if I had gotten to be king of Ireland, 
without having the Catholick religion which I have 
mentioned, I would not the ſame accept. 

«« Yet ſome other very catholickly given, to cover their 
bad conſciences with cloaks of affected ignorance, will not 
ſeem to underſtand my good meaning therein, but according 
to their own corrupt conſciences and judgments, confter my 
warres to be for my particularities, affirming that I never 
mentioned any points of religion in any articles of agreement 
which were to paſſe between the queene's governors and me; 
contrary to my firſt article of agreement, which was to paſſe 
between me and the lord of Ormond, the general of all the 
queen's forces in Ireland ; though very craftilie the ſame, as 
I was given to underſtand long after, was ſuppreſſed by 
them. | | 

«© But ſome no doubt maliciouſly given are not contented 
to admit any warres to be lawfull, affirming that the ſame 
were begun upon ſome particular cauſes ; which I admit as a 
thing impertinent, ſeeing the continuance thereof, as plainly 
to all men appeareth, is for the chiefeſt motive, or at leaſt was 
a principal part thereof. Albeit the ſame was not then mani- 
feſt, becauſe ſo good a cauſe ſhould not be committed to ſo 
doubtful an entertainment as my power was then like to af- 
ford; and leaft a catholick cauſe ſhould receive any diſgrace, 
or ſhould be ſcandalized by hereticks, I refrained my, from 
giving others to underſtand my intentions. | | 

© Which, notwithſtanding many catholicks underſtanding, 
doe think themſelves bound to obey the queen as their lawful 
prince; which is denyed ; in reſpe& that ſhe was deprieved 
of all ſuch kingdoms, dominions, and poſſeſſions, which o- 
therwiſe perhaps ſhould have been due unto her, and conſe- 
quently of all ſubjection, inſomuch as ſhe is left a private per- 


fon, and no man bound to give her obedience; and beyond 


all this, ſuch as were ſowrne to be faithful unto her, were by 
his holyneſs abſolved from performance thereof, ſeeing ſhe is, 
by a declaration of excommunication, pronounced a heretic ; 
neither is there any revocation of the excommunication, as 
ſome catholicks do moſt falſely, for particular affection, ſur- 
miſe : for the ſentence was in the beginning given * 
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a pilgrimage to the holy croſs of Tipperary, he im. 

ed "4 populace with an idea "= his exalted 
piety, and at the ſame time gained an opportunity 
of concerting meaſures with his ſouthern aſſociates. 
The titular earl of Deſmond, whoſe pride encreaſed 
with the power of his patron, and was enflamed by 


his petty ſucceſſes, addreſſed a letter to the king of 


Spain, inveighing againſt the tyrannical government 
of the queen, exceeding that of Pharaoh or Nero; 
boaſting his own magnificent exploits, in rooting 


Out 


reſie, and for continued hereſie the ſame was continued. It 
is a thing void of all reaſon, that his holyneſs ſhould revoke 
the ſentence, ſhe perſevering in hereſie, yea, in miſchiefing 
and perſecuting the catholicks. | 

gut it may be, there was a mitigation made in favour of 
catholicks, by which they might be licenſed in civil matters 
preciſely to give her, during their unability, obedience ; but 
not in any matter tending tothe promotion of hereſie. Where- 
fore, l earneſtly beſeech you all catholicks, and good lovin 
countrymen, as you tender the exaltation of the catholi 
faith, and the utter extirpation of hereſie, in this our poor 
diſtreſſed country, to conſider the lamentable and moſt miſe- 
rable ſtate thereof. And now let us join altogether, to deli- 
ver this poor kingdom from that infection of hereſie, with 
which it is, and ſhall be, if God do not ſpecially favour us, 
moſt miſerably infected: taking exemple by that moſt chriſtian 
and catholick country of France; whoſe ſubjects, for defence 
of the catholick faith, yea, againſt their moſt natural king 
maintained warres ſo long, as by their means he was con- 
ſtrained to profeſs the catholick religion, duely ſubmittin 
himſelf to the apoſtolick ſee of Rome ; to which Joubtleb 


we may bring our country, you putting your helping hands 


to the ſame. 

4 As for myſelf, I proteſt before God, and upon my ſal- 
vation, I have been proferred ofteatimes ſuch conditions, as 
no man ſeeking his own private commodity, could refuſe. But 
I ſeeking the publick utilitie of my native country, and means 
for your ſalvation, will proſecute theſe warres, until that ge- 
nerally religion be planted throughout all Ireland. 

% Sq I reſt, praying the Almighty to move your flinted 
hearts, to prefer the commodity and profit of our country be- 


fore your own private caſe. 


Dunaveag, the fifteenth day of November, 1 599. 
E MSS. Epiſ. Sterne. | 
Bibl. Trin. Coll. Dub. O'NEALE.” 
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out her Engliſh ſettlers from the ſouthern province. 
and reclaiming all the nobility of Munſter to a du- 
tiful obedience to the church, and to his own autho- 
rity ; and praying to be ſupplied with men and am- 
munition, that he might reduce thoſe towns to 
which his enemies had been driven for ſhelter. 


Another letter, ſigned by O'Neal, Deſmond, Mac- Pacat. 


arthy-More*, and Dermod Macarthy, was diſpatch. Hib. 


ed to pope Clement; evidently the compoſition off *. 


an eccleſiaſtic. In the warmeſt terms of piety and 
zeal, they proſtrate themſelves before the FarRERR 
or SPIRITS UPON EARTH, imploring his compaſſi- 
onate relief for his ſpiritual ſons, to enable them to 
ſubdue thoſe who are enemies to their Sion, and 
oppoſe the building of the walls of their Jeruſa- 
lem. They earneſtly ſolicit his holineſs to make a 
proviſion of pious and learned paſtors, for their af- 
flicted church, whom they promiſe to cheriſh and 
protect; and they beſeech him to renew the ſen- 
tence of excommunication fulminated by his prede- 
ceſſors againſt Elizabeth, which would enable them, 
urs faithful ſubjects, to act with greater ſucceſs in 
the defence of his kingdom of Ireland. In return 
to this application, the pontiff contented himſelf 
with publiſhing a bull, whereby he granted to the 
prince Hugh OfNial, and all his confederates and 
aſſiſtants, the ſame ſpiritual indulgences uſually 
conferred on thoſe who fought againſt the Turks, 
for recovery of the Holy Land. | 
Wan the inſurgents thus laboured to alienate 
the minds of thoſe who ſtill adhered to the queen, 
and were preparing to renew the war, in full confi- 
dence of ſucceſs, the royaliſts were proportionally 
. diſmayed 


* Macarthy-More, or the Great, was the deſignation of the 
Iriſh chieftain of this ſept. The honour had been conferred 
on a baſe ſon of the earl of Clancarthy. But Tirone now 
contrived to depoſe him, and to veſt the chieftainry in Flo- 
rence Macarthy, a man more devoted, and more uſeful to his 
purpoſes. Pacat. Hib. p. 20. Ed, Lond. 1633. 
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diſmayed. Nor was it an inconfiderable on 
of their preſent diſtreſs, that two of their ableſt 
officers, Sir Warham St. Leger, and Sir Thomas 
Norris, were cut off in ſome petty encounters. 


Their only hopes were, that they might a& on the 
defenſive for a while. Ormond was indefatigable 


in ſtrengthening and ſupplying the forts and garri- 
ſons, and collecting the forces of the Pale. He 
repreſented the dangers and apprehenfions of the 


well affected to the Engliſh miniſtry ; and urgently 


ſolicited, that ſome effectual proviſions ſhould be 
made for their protection, before the rebels might 
be enabled to break into the Pale, and overwhelm 
them. At the ſame time he marched into Mun- 
ſter, on the expiration of the truce, and, by his 
activity, foiled ſome attempts of Tirone, and gained 
ſome advantage over his confederates. 


CHAP. 
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Lord — 2 chief governor.-—-Deſpiſed by the 
Iriſh — — to ſurround Tirone.—who eſcapes 
from Munſter, and gains his Northern quarters.— 
Sir George Carew, lord preſident of Mis. me 

tends the earl of Ormond to 1 with O'Moore. 
— Ormond ſeized by the rebels —-Rebels elated — 
Fealoufies and ſuſpicions of the friends of govern- 
ment.—Terms propoſed for the enlargement of Or- 
mond.—Rejefied by Mountjoy—tHis operations and 
ſucceſs in Ulſter. —T heir i Rebels of Lein- 
ſter harraſſed aud diftreſſed —-Uſter deſolated.— 
Tirone harraſſed, diſtreſſed and deſerted — Progreſs 
of Mountjoy . by intelligence from Eng- 
land. His fears diſſipated His manner of con- 
ducting the war. He divides ibe Nortberns.— 
[ws the Rebels of ſubfiſtente.—They are de- 
prived of foreign ſupplies by the ſcheme of a new 
comage.—The queen's ſoldiers 1 1 — Ser- 
vices of Mountjoy approved by the queen. 2 
of diſcontent = rebellion in Munſter —- 
and preparations of the rebels. Carew Rae ſes 
againſt the rebel-leaders.—T itular earl of Deſmond 

ſeized and reſcued —Progreſs of Carew. Diſtreſs 
of the rebels — James, on of the rebel earl of Deſ- 
mond, ſent into Ireland. —His adventure at Kilmal- 


lack. Munſter rebels ſubmit in great numbers.— 
| Is effect. —Titular 


Rumour of a Spani 
earl of Deſmond ſeized and delivered to Carew. — 
The defigns of Spain confirmed — Precautions of Ca- 
rew.—Spamſh fleet in the harbour of Kinſale.— 
Mountjoy aud Carew proceed to Corke.—T he time 
of the Spaniſh deſcent unfavourable. —T he place in- 
convenient.—The Spaniards ſeparated —Don Juan 
d Aquila beſieged in Kinſale.—T he Northerns march 
to bis ſupport —Carew attempts to mtercept them ; 
but in vain. —Royaliſts reinforced — Progreſs of the 
_——— 3 to the ſummons of 1 
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lord deputy.—Six Spaniſh ſhips arrive at Caſtle. 
haven.—Ihich produces a general revolt of the 
Iriſh — Admiral Leviſton repulſed — Diſtreſs of the 
befiegers. Scheme of Tirone for completely reducing 
them. Don Juan urges him to an engagement — 
Defeat of the Iriſh confederates.— Fligbt of O Don- 
nel and Tirone.— Den Juan aſtoniſhed and provok. 
ed. Treats with the lord deputy.—His ftatelineſs 
and contempt of the Iriſh.—T he capitulation oppor. 
tunely concluded. —T he Spaniſh poſts ſurrendered — 
O'Sullivan ſeizes Dunboy.— The caſtle aſſaulted by 
Carew.—Deſperate efforts of the governor in his 
_ expiring moments.—War revived in Munſter with 
rancour and cruelty.,—-Terminated by Carew.— 
Mountjoy proſecutes the Nortberns.— Hideous calu- 
mity of the rebels. —Tirone ſues for mercy.— His 
overtures accepted —Irreſolution of the queen. — Ii. 
conſiſtency of her inſtruftions. —Mountjoy concludes 
the treaty with Tirone.— His ſubmiſſion to the de- 
puty.—Renewed on advice of the death of Eliza- 
beth, to James her ſucceſſer. 


M the time when Tirone, the great leader of 
the Iriſh inſurgents, was buſily employed in 

Munfter, confirming his aſſociates, taking hoſtages 
Moryſon, from the ſuſpe&ed, carrying on his foreign correſ. 
B. I. C. pondence, and concerting his future operations; 
7.3% when the gallant army, led by the earl of Eſſex, had 
1 dbdeen reduced to fourteen thouſand foot and twelve 
hundred horſe; to be diſtributed through every 
province of the iſland ; the men waſted by diſeaſe, 

and dejected by ill-ſucceſs; the officers diffident and 
deſponding; the number of the rebels confiderably 
increaſed, their pride and confidence enflamed, and 


Feb. A. D. their cauſe ſecretly favoured, even by thoſe who 


1599.-60. appeared beſt affected to the ſtate; Charles Blunt, 
2 - lord Mountjoy, was appointed by the queen lord 
deputy of Ireland, and aſſumed the reins of govern- 
ment. He arrived at Dublin without parade or 


pomp 


Ch.s ELIZABETH. 

mp; and ſuch was the mean opinion formed of 
Fs military character, by the rude and boiſterous 
Iriſh, who miſtook the refinement of his manners 


for effeminacy, that Tirone exulted in the choiceyy,..,c,, 


made of a commander, who would oſe the ſeaſon of p. 180. 


ation while his breakfaſt was prepared. The queen 
herſelf ſeems to have entruſted him with this charge, 
not without ſome diffidence and caution ; for the 
earl of Ormond was ſtill continued lord-lieutenant 
of the army ; and her principal reliance ſeems to 
have been placed on this nobleman, and on the abi- 
lities and e 
ſhe conſtituted lord preſident of Munſter. 

Tux inſtructions which Mountjoy received, were 
the fame which Eſſex had fatally neglected, to plant 
ſtrong garriſons at Loughfoyle — Bally ſnannon, 
ſo as at any time to fall from thoſe quarters upon 
the Ulſter rebels; to ſtation others at Armagh, 
Blackwater, and ſuch other quarters as might check 
their irruptions into the Pale; and by thus encom- 
paſſing the Northerns, either to confine them at 
home, and to cut off their ſupplies; or, if they 
ſhould break out into other diſtricts, to have their 
lands and effects at the mercy of the queen's troops. 


But the very day after his arrival, intelligence was 


received from Ormond, that Tirone now lay with a 
_ conſiderable force in the weſtern part of Munfter ; 
that the troops of the earls of Thomand and Clan- 
ricarde, thoſe of the commiſſioners for executing 
the office of preſident of Munſter until the arrival 


ſelf, were ſo ſtationed, that he could not poſſibly 
eſcape, except by the weſtern borders of the Pale; 
ſo that if the deputy ſhould draw his forces thither, 


he would have a fair opportunity of intercepting, 


and encountering him with advantage. Mountjoy, 
in conſequence of theſe advices, marched to Mo- 
lingar; where, after 2 the enemy for ſome 
time, and being amuſed with various reports, he at 


xperience of Sir George Carew, whom 


length 


Ib. p.132. 
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of Carew, and thoſe commanded by Ormond him 
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length learned, that Tirone had contrived to paſs 
the river Inny, and fled with ſuch precipitation into 
the North as plainly ſhewed his terror of the roy. 
aliſts, and that his numbers had been greatly mag. 
nified. An eſcape ſo mortifying naturally raiſed 
ſuſpicions in the mind of a new chief governor of 
ſome neglect, if not ſome treachery, in thoſe who 
were to watch his motions. Of the earl of Clanri- 
carde in particular, it was reported, that Tirone had 


Moryſon, practiſed with him, and that he only waited the re. 
p. 133. turn of his fon, lord Dunkellin, from England, to 


declare 1 for the rebels. But an unexpected 
incident ſerved to faſten ſuſpicions upon a character 

of ſtill greater conſequence. 
Ox the departure of Sir George Carew for his 
nent of Munſter, he was received at Kil- 


ib. p. kenny by the earl of Ormond, who informed him 


that he was the next morning to hold a parley with 
O'Moore, the principal rebel of Leinſter; inviting 
him and the earl of Thomond, his companion, to 
attend the conference. They complied, adviſing 
the earl, that his own troop of two hundred horſe, 
Joined by that of one hundred, which was in the 
preſident's train, ſhould attend them as a guard. 
Ormond flightly anſwered, that the precaution was 
unneceſſary, and even commanded his own troop 
to halt within two miles of the appointed place of 
meeting; advancing only with ſeventeen armed 
men; while O'Moore awaited him with a complete 
band of pike-men, leaving his chief body, conſiſt- 
ing of five hundred foot, and twenty horſe, in an 
adjacent wood, ready to ruſh out at his command. 
Carew, who diſliked the ſituation of the place, the 
circumſtances, and the behaviour of the enemy, 
preſſed the earl of Ormond to retire : but after a 

long and fruitleſs conference with O'Moore, he de- 


manded to ſpeak with one Archer, a jeſuit, noted 


2s a great incendiary. While he was engaged with 
him, the rebel troop gradually advanced, — 


9 
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ed his company, and at length ſeized the earl. Ca- 
rew and Thomond ſpurred forward, and burſt 
through them, ſo as to effect their eſcape with 
ſome danger and difficulty. Ormond remained their 
priſoner ; nor could his —_ be perſuaded to at- 
tempt the reſcue of their lord. 
Taz rebels of all quarters were conſiderably ela- 
ted at this event, whule the friends of government 
in this time of danger and jealouſy, eaſily enter- 
tained ſuſpicions, that a leader, who had uſually 
acted with due circumſpection, could not have ran 
ſo blindly into danger, unleſs he had formed a clan- 
deſtine ſcheme of delivering himſelf into the hands Moryſon, 
of the rebels. It was ſuggeſted that he had held 45 
many private conferences with Tirone, and lately 
received letters from this chieftain; that his follow- 
ers daily practiſed with the rebels, and were evi- 
dently diſaffected to the queen's ſervice; that now, 
when they had loſt their head, 'they might take 
their part without reſtraint, or perhaps would be 
ſoon called by the earl himſelf to ſerve againſt the 
ow. Mountjoy, who poſſibly was not diſſatiſ- 

at the removal of a man who rivalled him in 
authority, and conceived that this event might in- 
duce the queen to ſend him reinforcements from | 
England, affected to treat it with indifference. Helb p.148. 
received in a ſhort time from O'Moore, the terms 
en which the earl's bberty was to be purchaſed : 
that her majeſty's garriſons were to be removed 
from his territory of Leix, and ſufficient ſecurities 
given that none others ſhould be planted there; ll 
that if theſe ſecurities ſhould be denied, then the \_ 
garriſons of OfFally alſo ſhould be removed; that'®?-15% ᷣ f 
O'Moore and his followers ſhould be received into 1 
protection for ſix weeks, and during this interval no 
forces ſhould be ſent againſt their confederates of 
Ulſter. Mountjoy rejected theſe inſolent overtures 
with a filent diſdain, and proceeded in his military 
operations. 
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SEVERAL 


Dundalk, Ardee, Kells, Newry, Carlingford, to 
keep the Northerns in awe, and confine them to 
their own territory. Sir Henry Dowkra, a brave 
Engliſh officer, was deſtined to the command gf 
four thouſand men, to be ſtationed at Loughfoyle 
the meaſure of greateſt conſequence (as the intend. 
ed lodgment at Ballyſhannon had been neceſſarily 
delayed) And now having provided for the ſecu. 
rity of Leinſter, and ſent ſupplies to the Engliſh 
arriſons of Leix and O'Fally in deſpite of the 
ſted oppofition of O'Moore, Mountjoy pro. 
ceeded northwards, in order to favour the deſcent 
of Dowkra, by drawing off the attention of Tirone, 
Morryſon, He found this chieftain entrenched between Newry 
P. 151. and Armagh, and prepared to diſpute his paſſage, 
| He attacked him vigorouſly ; and after ſome re. 
ſiſtance drove the Northerns to their woods with 
more diſgrace than loſs. To crown this ſucces, in- 
telligence was received, that Sir Henry Dowkr, 
after ſome inconſiderable oppoſition, had made good 
Ib. p. 154. his landing at Loughfoyle, and was buſily employ- 
ed in fortifying the city of Derry. 
Taz power and conſequence of an Iriſh chief. 
tain, above all others, depended on opinion. The 
diſhonourable retreat of Tirone from Munſter, the 
defeat which he ſuſtained in his encounter with 
the lord-deputy, and the ſettlement of the Engliſh 
forces at Loughfoyle, were events which had 2 
_ marvellous impreflion upon the fickleneſs of the 
Ib. p. 155-Iriſh, To Dowkra they deſerted in great numbers; 
to the lord-deputy ſome of their principal partizans 
applied for pardon and protection. Sir Arthur 
Ib. p. 156. O Nial, fon of the late Tirlaugh Lynnogh, made 
overtures of ſubmiſſion, hoping to be inveſted with 
the title and eſtate of Tirone. One of the O Don- 
nels called Nial Garruff, or the Boiſterous, ſtipu- 
lated for the chieftainry of Tirconnel, as the price 
of his deſertion. And though the demands of - 

we 
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were not granted in their full extent, yet by ſome 
conceſſions, and aſſurances of farther favour, ſuch 
men were retained in a dependence on government. 

From the northern borders Mountjoy was again 
called into Leinſter by the infolence of the rebel- 


lious ſepts of this province; and here again the 


well· affected were encouraged, and the inſurgents 
confounded by his ſucceſsful excurſions. He pur- 


ſued Tirrel and O'Moore into their retreats in Leix, * _ 
where in a bold attack upon the Engliſh forces, Ib. p. 179. 


O'Moore was killed. This chieftain had ſome time 
before conſented to releaſe the earl of Ormond, on 
his giving hoſtages for the payment of a large ran- 
ſom; and the deputy in this expedition had the 

fortune to prevail on thoſe who had the cuſto- 


dy of theſe hoſtages to deliver them into his hands 


upon a promiſe of pardon and protection. The 


Leinſter rebels, by driving the royaliſts into their 


fortified towns, and living long without moleſtation 
had cultivated their lands, and eſtabliſhed an un- 


uſual regularity and plenty in their diſtricts. But 


now they were {ed to the moſt rueful havock 
from the queen's forces. The ſoldiers, encouraged 
by the example of their officers, every where cut 
down the ſtanding corn with their ſwords, and de- 
viſed every means to deprive the wretched inhabi- 
tants of all the neceſſaries of life. Famine was 
judged the ſpeedieſt and moſt effectual means of 
reducing them ; and therefore the deputy was ſe- 


cretly not diſpleaſed with the devaſtations made P37. 


even in the well affected quarters, by the impro- 


vident fury of the rebels. - 
Taz like melancholy expedient was practiſed in 


the riorthern provinces. The governor of Carric- 
fergus, Sir Arthur Chicheſter, iſſued from his quar- 


ters, and for twenty miles round reduced the n PI 


try to a deſart. Sir Samuel Bagnal, with the garri- 
fon of Newry, proceeded with the fame ſeverity, 
and laid waſte all the adjacent lands. All the Eng- 

Iſh 
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1 38. 


which he finiſhed, and called Mount-Norris, in ho- 


w. B. I. 
Ib. B. L. 


p- 192. 


Camd. 


for high · treaſon, and on his condemnation pretend- 
ed to diſcover his accomplices. Among number 


ſtantly repelled by his vigour and prudent diſpoſ. 
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liſh garriſons were daily employed in pillaging ang MW whe 
g; while Tirone with his difpirited Go yet 
ſhrunk 7] my within narrower bounds. They Ml © t 
were effectually prevented from ſowing and cult. MW « t 
vating their lands, which had formerly lain unmo. Ml {ce! 
leſted by the Engliſh ; and at the approach of win. 
ter, the deputy again appeared on their border,, 
He again drove Tirone from his entrenchment, and lo 
demoliſhed his works. The want of neceflaries had R 
driven the Engliſh garriſon from Armagh, and on 
made it impracticable to maintain this poſt, in 2 ter 
waſted country ; he therefore marked out a place 
tor a new fort, eight miles diftant from this town, 


nour of the general, whom he deemed his maſter 
in the art of war. Every day the enemy attempt. 
ed to interrupt him by ſkirmiſhes, but were con- 


tions. The laſt effort made by Tirone was to op- 
poſe his return by Carlingford ; but here again he 
was bravely repelled with confiderable loſs. So that 
the reputation of this chieftain, ſo long the idol a 
his barbarous countrymen, was utterly overthrown, 
and his followers from all quarters fled from the 
miſeries of war, and ſued to government for par 
don and protection. 


Bur while Mountjoy ed thus wiſely and 
ſucceſsfully in the proſecution of the Iriſh war, 


ſome alarming incidents in England threatened to 
interrupt his progreſs. The unhappy earl of Eſſer 
had filled up the meaſure of his folly, been tried 


of conſiderable whom he pointed out 25 


Moryſon, privy to his ſecret practices, the Iriſh lord-deputy; 
21 bis fiend, and one who, in his diſgrace, had zea- 
louſly vindicated his conduct in Ireland, was par- 
ticularly mentioned. The information was flight 
Ib. B I. and vague, yet ſufficient to alarm lord Mountjo) 
g. 205. W 


» 


134. 


20 
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who, although he urgently preſſed to be recalled, 
yet was fully reſolved,” as he expreſſed it, not 
« to put his neck under the file of the queen's at- 
« torney's tongue z” and therefore determined to 
ſeek his ſecurity in France, and actually made ſome 
reparations for his voyage. But the ſervices he 
Fad already performed, and the neceſſity of em- 
loying him ſtill further, out-weighed the ſuſpicions 
Foveſted of his difloyalty ; ſo that the queen not 
only continued him in his command, but foon af- 
ter honoured him with a gracious letter, in which 
ſhe informed him of Eſſex's death, profeſſing that, 
* of his approved fidelity and love, it was _ . 
an alleviation of her grief that the could pour it zs. 
out to him. Under the pretence of cautioning him 
to guard againſt the private diſloyalty of ſome a- 
mong his officers, who owed their advancement to 
the earl of Eſſex, ſhe artfully contrived to infinu- 
ate, that ſhe could not but readily pardon thoſe, 
* who by his popular faſhion, and outward pro- 
feſſion of ſincerity, had been ſeduced and blindly 
led by him.” And to his application to be re- 
called, ſhe anſwered, with a well-diſſembled affec- 
tion, that ſhe wiſhed he ſhould conceal this his defire, 
until thoſe rumours which the rebels ſpread of a 
Spaniſh invaſion ſhould be diffipated ; promiſing 
to recal him in the enſuing winter, and to employ 
him near her perſon. i 
MovuxTjov, thus delivered from his fears, pro- 
ceeded againft the inſurgents with his uſual vigour. 
He had now raiſed the ſpirit of the ſoldiery, by 
leading them warily to petty actions, in which they Ib. B. I. 
were conſtantly ſucceſsful. Inſtead of purſuing theP 12. 
enemy occaſionally by general hoſtings, as they 
were called, in which all the queen's ſubjects were, > 336 
collected for a ſhort time, ſo that the rebels had 
ſufficient notice of their approach, and fled to their 
retreats, until the ftorm was diffipated, he content- 
ed himſelf with commanding a ſmall body, 2 
whic 
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which he fought them in their own manner, at. 
tacking them by ſurprize, and keeping them perpe. 

tually alarmed and harraſſed. Thoſe who ſubmit. 

ted, he received with caution and due dignity : but 

the terms he vouchſafed to promiſe them were 
ſcrupulouſly fulfilled. And thus were they encou- 

raged not only to forſake the rebels, but to do ſervice 

Morvſon. in the queen's army. With more of policy than hu. 
B. 7 manity, he took care that thoſe Iriſh ſoldiers ſhould 
p. 237. be expoſed both to toil and danger; and even 
boaſted to the queen that he thus dimiſhed the num. 

ber of her ſecret enemies. They were however 
outwardly encouraged ; and their leaders rewarded 

by eſpecial favours, when they had once approved 

their fidelity. One of the ſept of Magwire, was, 

in oppoſition to a partizan of Tirone, inveſted with 

the lands and chieftainry of Fermanagh : and O Ni 
Garruff obtained a like grant of Tir-connel, with 

w. p. 198.2 reſervation of eight thouſand acres round Ball. 
ſhannon. But theſe methods of dividing the nort!. 
ern rebels were not ſo acceptable to the Engliſh mi. 
niſters, nor deemed ſo ſpeedy or effectual, as the 
{ſchemes for depriving them of all proviſions necel- 
fary not only for war, but the common ſubfiftence 
of their lives. The devaſtations made by the Eng- 
liſh garriſons already threatened them with the mi- 
ſeries of famine ; and to cut them off from all for- 
eign 1 a new and extraordinary meaſure 


was deviſed, which eſſentially affected every part 
1 of the realm. p 
Hib. Tux expences of maintaining the Iriſh war had 


p. 149. gradually encreaſed to the annual amount of four 
or five hundred thouſand pounds: and it was ſoot 
found, that by the regular payment of the army in 
ſterling money, an alarming quantity had been gra- 
dually drained from England; of which a very con- 
ſiderable part, either by inroads and plunder, or 
by traffic for proviſions, and other ways of com- 
merce, fell into the hands of Tirone and his aſſo- 
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ciates : thus were they enabled to procure from the 
continent a regular ſupply of arms, ammunition, 
and proviſions, ſo as to make war upon the queen 
with her own treaſure. To remedy this inconveni- 


391 


ence, and at the ſame time to leſſen the burden of 


maintaining the royal army, the queen was perſuad- 
ed, though not without ſome reluctance and ap- 
prehenſion, to order a baſe coin to be ſent into Ire- 
land, and there to be taken as ſterling money, ſtrict- 
ly prohibiting the importation of any other ſpecies 
into that kingdom ; and decrying thoſe already cur- 
rent. By her proclamation, an exc was efta- 
bliſhed 1n ſeveral towns of England and Ireland, 
where the ſubjects of either kingdom might com- 


mute their coins, allowing a difference of one ſhil- 


ling in the pound, between the Iriſh and Engliſh 
ſtandard. This ſcheme, indeed, ſerved to encreaſe 
the diſtreſſes of the rebels; when no money at all 


appeared, except of this baſe ſort, denominated at 


an high valuation, and yet of little uſe for pur- 
chafing proviſions in foreign countries, where it 
| would not above its real and intrinfic value, 
But as traders took care, in conſequence of this 
coinage, to raiſe the prices of all commodities ex- 


ceſſively; and as great quantities of ſpurious coi- | 


nage were made by rebels and ſtrangers, the ex- 


change ſoon failed, and (as Moryſon expreſſes it) Moryſon, 


* the hearts of the queen's ſoldiers failed therewith ; 
for they ſerved in diſcomfort, and came home 
* beggars; ſo that only the treaſurers and pay- 


E I p. 
208. 


* maſters, who were thereby infinitely inriched, 


*© had cauſe to bleſs the authors of this invention.” 


Ar the firſt intimation of this meaſure, Mountjoy, 
who juſtly conceived that ſo conſiderable a defalca- 
tion of their pay, might provoke the army to an 
immediate mutiny, determined to keep them buſily 
employed; and for this purpoſe marched ta the 
northern borders ; where he ſupplied and reinforced 
his garriſons, received the ſubmiſſions of repenting 


- 


Ib p. 258 
Cc rebels; 
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rebels; and, without engaging in any important 


| Ib. p. 260 enterprize, kept Tirone in perpetual alarm, and 


Pacat. 
Hib. 
P. 145 


= 246. 


harraſſed him in ſeveral ſucceſsful ſkirmiſhes. Such 
was the eftimation in which theſe ſervices were held 
that he had inſtructions to thank the irmy and all 
the officers, in the queen's name, for their zeal and 
duty in her ſervice, and to ſiguify ter gracious ac. 
ceptance of their endeavours. But new incidents 
ſoon called him into the ſouthern province. And, 
as this part of Ireland now became the principal 
ſeat of war, it is neceſſary to recur to the progreſs 
of its events, and the conduct of Sir George Ca 

rew in the prefidency of Munſter. 

Tax cauſes of diſcontent alledged by the infur- 
gents of this province, were nearly the ſame with 
thoſe which had excited, or at leaſt inflamed the 
public diſorders in other parts of Ireland; the 
grievous compoſitions laid upon the lands, from 
which they were not relieved at the determination 
of the ſtipulated time; the extortions and bribery 
of ſheriffs; the eaſineſs of Engliſh jurors in con- 
demning obnoxious perſons on the ſlighteſt evidence; 
and the terrifying executions of innocent Iriſhmen; 


the extraordinary devices found to impeach their 


titles to eftates * ; the rigourous execution of the 
penal laws againſt recuſants; and the intruſion (as 
"ua 


* However the foreign clergy, and popiſh emiſſaries, might 
have encouraged the 2 to repine at the penal laws, jet 
it is certain, and owledged by writers of the Romiſh 
communion (when it ſerves the purpoſe of their argument) 
that theſe laws were not executed with rigour in the rei 
Elizabeth. The oath of ſupremacy, purpoſedly framed and 
explained to intimate nothing more than an acknow 
of the ſole juriſdiction of the crown over all perſons, and in 
z1]*cauſes, ecclefiaſtical and temporal, and a renunciation of 
all foreign power and juriſdiction, was freely accepted by the 
Iriſh chieftains in the beginning of her reign (as appears by 
ſeveral of their indentures of ſubmiſſion) until the partizans of 
Rome had taught ſuch men as the rebel lord Baltinglaſs; that 
trite and difingenuous objection, that a woman incapax of bo) 
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they deemed it) of the Ergliſh ſettlers. But what- 
ever public cauſes were alledged, the principal 
leaders had their private views, and private points 
of intereſt to engage them in rebellion. Florence 
Mac-Arthy had purpoſely been raiſed up by go- 

CEL vernment, 


orders could not claim any eccleſiaſtical ſupremacy. (See 
Cox, p. 367.) And even then it appears from record, that 
the oath was only tendered to officers and magiſtrates, who 
were not immediately diſplaced on their refuſal, but ſuſpended 
from the exerciſe of their reſpective offices. 

The a& which enforced an attendance on the reformed wor- 
ſhip, under the penalty of one ſhilling on the abſenter, met 
with a general compliance from the papiſts in England, until 
the excommunication of the queen, and the induſtry of the 
Jeſuits created numbers of recuſants. In Ireland, the Re- 
monſtrants of 1644, contended that it was not at all executed 
in this reign. Their anſwers aſſign a reaſon, becauſe there 


were no recuſants, as all of the Romiſh communion reſorted 


to the eſtabliſhed churches. But, though the allegation on 
each fide be not ſtrictly true, yet, the law, though not entirely 
dormant, was yet generally relaxed, Indeed it would have 
been an uſeleſs and wanton, as well as an impolitic exerciſe 
of power, to have ſeverely enforced the ties of this law, 
as the Chriſtian methods of reformation were facrificed to the 
ſcheme of diſcouraging that language, in which only the 
body of the people could have received inſtruction; as there 
were few churches to reſort to, few teachers to exhort and in- 
ſtruct, fewer ſtill who could be underſtood, and almoſt all, at 
leaſt for the greater part of this reign, of ſcandalous inſuffi- 
ciency, The effects of ſuperſtition are truly lamentable : and 
no Chriſtian nor citizen can reflect, without abhorrence, on 
the principles inculcated, and the praftices countenanced, by 


4 agents ſent into Ireland, to foment the diſorders of 


times. Yet fill there is compaſſion due to a wretched 
people, who, without ever hearing the voice of inſtruction, 
were abandoned to the influence of factions and ſanguinary 
zealots. Nor in theſe days of ſpiritual ſeverity was Elizabeth 
ſo ill informed as to expect, or ſo abſurdly arbitrary as to de- 
mand, an immediate and general compliance with the religious 


eſtabliſhments in Ireland. When the Iriſh male contents, on 


ſubmitting to government, had been taught to demand a free 


exerciſe of religion, her miniſters were inſtructed to aſſure them 


of every ind uigence, but that of 'an'expreſs and formal tole- 
ration. For Sir Arthur O'Neal's demands,“ ſay the lords 
of the Engliſh council to the lord deputy n 

WE VV. I. p. 155] 
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2 on the reſt, was a 
40 1 purpoſe; and 
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vernment, as a rival to Daniel, a factious and ſuf. 
pected leader, and, in the adminiſtration of Eſſex, 
ſent into Munſter with a royal grant of the county 
of Deſmond, his ancient inheritance ; but as his 

. inſolence 


V. I. p. 155) © in the firſt point concerning religion, her 
4 4 with it, becauſe ſhe took 8 from 
1 his ignorance, not of preſumption ; only wiſbing the lord 
* deputy to let him ſee, that her majeſly purſued none in thoſe 
«« parts for religion; and ſo to fatisfy him : but in no wiſe 
« by any contract or condition. 

It is true that an high commiſſion court was eſtabliſhed at 
Dublin in November, of the year 1593, to inſpect and reform 
all offences committed againſt the acts of the zd of Eliz. [; 
alſo appears that it was a regular and ordinary inſtruction to 
the provincial governors of Ireland, in all times, and all 
© places, where any great aſſembly ſhould be made before 
* them, to perſuade the people by all yur means, and ways 
« to them ſeeming good, and eſpecially by their own exam- 
« ples, to obſerve all orders for divine ſervice — and to 
cc embrace and devoutly to obſerve the order and ſervice of 
cc the church eſtabliſhed in the realm, by parliament or other- 
«© wiſe to execute all manner of ſtatutes of this realm; 
„ and to levy, or cauſe to be levied, all manner of forfeitures, 
% Kc. Yet whenever the queen's miniſters, by v tue d 
theſe inſtructions or commiſſions, ventured to proceed to any 
violent exertion of their authority, we ſind them checked and 
controuled, and a more moderate conduct urgently recom- 
mended from England. © — And whereas,” faith the De 
puty Mountjoy, to the lords of the Engliſh council, it 
tc hath your lordihips in your laſt letters ta command 
4 us to deal moderately in the great matter of religon, I had, 
«© before the receipt of your lordſhip's letters, preſumed to 
«« adviſe ſuch as dealt in it, for a time to hold a more reſtrain- 
«© ed hand therein. And we were both thinking ourſelves, 
« what courſe to take in the revocation of what was already 
«© done, with leaſt encouragement to them and others; fince 
4 the fear, that this _ _—_ in Dublin, would fall up- 

over all the kingdom; fo that 


c the other courſe might have overthrown the means to out 
« own end of reformation of religion. Not that I think too 
40 preciſeneſs can be uſed in the reforming of ourſelves, 
«« the abuſes of our own clergy, church-livings, or diſcipline; 
„ nor that the truth of the goſpel can with too great vehe. 
<© mency or induſtry be ſet forward, in all places, and gl 
* ordincry means moſt proper unto itſelf. that was firſt jet for 
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inſolence and cruelty ſoon diſguſted the neighbour- 

ing lords, and f wei Ara them, in their lawleſs 
way, to ſupport the claims of Daniel, Florence 

joined readily with Tirone, hoping by his power- 

ful aſſiſtance to recover his lands; and was by him 
eſtabliſhed chieftain, by the name of Mac-Arthy- 

More. And had his ſept been firmly united, he 

muſt have proved a truly formidable leader, as he p. 
could command three thouſand fighting men of his 
immediate followers. James Fitz- Thomas, the Pacat- 
titular earl of Deſmond, or as the loyal Iriſh called 10. P. 
him in derifion, the Suggan earl, tar in, the earl 

of Straw, had immediately, on the death of the 
Lions Genkd, afpinnd to his title and aftute. As 
James, fon of the great rebel, was harboured and 
countenanced by the queen, his pretenſions could n 0. 
meet no favour from her Iriſh government : he 148. * 
therefore ſoon engaged in clandeſtine councils and 
practices with his brother John Fitz- Thomas and 
the active and deſparate Pierce Lacy. His conduct 
vas ſo ſuſpicious, that Sir Thomas Norris com- 
mitted him to priſon, from which he contrived to 
_ and throwing himſelf into the arms of 
Tirone, now in the full career of his ſucceſs, was 
by his imaginary authority conſtituted earl of Deſ- 
mond, a title which commanded a formidable train 
of followers in Munfter. To ſtrengthen the rebel- 
hon ftill further, two bodies of merce- 

l 3 were led out of Connaught by wo 

| Ce 3 
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P * and ſpread in meekne/s : nor that I think any corporal proſe- - 
" Cution or puniſiment can be too ſevere for ſucb as ſhalt be 
2 apy * ; 7 2 s of D or inward — 
nor that J it fit that any principal magiſtrates 
„ boſen without the cath of obedience, nor tolerated in 
, ſenting chemſelves from publich divine ſervice ; but that 
" we may be bey we do puniſh 2 be Fell jets 
og L for vr * as do profeſs to be faithful ſubjeds 
her majeſty ; and againſt whom the contrary cannot be 
— Gant V. I. p. 278.) 
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Redmond De Burgh, and Dermod O'Connor, whoſe 

Th. p. 32. united numbers amounted to five thouſand. 
Ox entering upon his government, Carew way 

juſtly alarmed at the repreſentations made of the 
ſouthern province. Befides the numbers engaged 

in open inſurrection, he was aſſured that the very 

ibid. cities abounded in diſaffected perſons ; that popiſh 
| eccleſiaſtics every where laboured to pervert the ig. 
norant from their loyalty; and where the terror of 

their ſpiritual cenſures was not ſufficient to drivethe 
inhabitants into actual rebellion, it yet reſtrained 

them from giving any aſſiſtance to the royaliſts, 

To encounter an army of rebels, and to awe the ſe. 

cret enemies of government, Carew was furniſhed 

with three thouſand foot, and two hundred and fifty 

horſe, for the whole ſervice of his province: a force 

utterly incapable of making the ſlighteſt reſiſtance 

to the enemy, if firmly united into one body. But 

their numbers, however formidable in appearance, 

were really made up of various bodies commandel 

by ſeparate and independent leaders, each ſeeking 

his own particular emolument, jealous of each other, 
reſtrained by no ſuperior authority, and but weakly 
influenced by any common principte, nation 


or religious. So little had the Iriſh refined, and fi fo 
conſiderably had the old Engliſh race degenerate i 
ſince the beginning of the thirteenth century, that 40 
the manners of theſe ſouthern inſurgents were the 1 
ſame, which at the firſt Engliſh invaſion diftinguih- | 
ed this ill-fated country. Carew ſeated himſelf n 
Cork, ſtudied the characters and different intereſsM ”* 
of his enemies, and was ſoon convinced that tht 
moſt effectual means of ſubduing muſt be to dilu ge 
nite them, and to fill them with mutual jealouſis 0 
and ſuſpicions of their aſſociates. 2 
He began by alarming them with rumours * 
pacat. excurſions ſpeedily to be made from his head quir 7 


| Hib. ters, which muſt ravage the adjoining count!) 
P-. 34+ The chieftains of theſe diſtricts . — terrified, a rea 
DD ſubmitte 
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ſubmitted to the royal mercy. Florence Mac-Arthy 
had been lately mortified by a defeat which he re- 
ceived from an Engliſh officer; and, in his preſent 
ſtate of humiliation, he was the more readily pre- 
yailed upon to hold a conference with Carew, and 
with ſome difficulty conſented to a neutrality, which 
though not expected to be laſting, yet was uſeful to 
the preſent purpoſes and occafions of the lord, pre- 
fident. The chief leaders he had now to deal with, 
were the titular earl of Deſmond, who command- 
ed the provincial troops, and O'Connor, principal 
leader of che mercenaries. It was hopeleſs to prac- 
tiſe with the former, as he was determined not to Ib. p. 35. 
relinquiſn his claims to the honours and eſtate of | 
Deſmond, and the queen equally determined not to 
grant them. But O'Connor was a ſoldier of for- 
tune, ready to engage with any party from whom 
he hoped for greater advantage. He had married 
the daughter of the late earl of Deſmond, an alli- 
ance by which he conſidered himſelf as highly ho- 
noured, and which therefore placed him entirely 
under the influence of his wife. His wife, who 
by an Engliſh education contracted an affection for 
Engliſh government, and was particularly ſolicitous 
for the intereſt of her brother, naturally hated the 
uſurper of his title, and prevailed . upon her huſ- 
band, for a ſum of money, to form a ſcheme for 
delivering the titular earl into the hands of the 

lord prefident. - 

Sven methods of making war, however neceſſary, 

were not of the moſt honourable kind: but Carew 
ſtill deſcended to more diſhonourable practices. pa cat. 
One Nugent, a ſervant of Sir Thomas Norris, had Hib. 
deſerted to the rebels, and by the alacrity of his p. 38. 
ſervices acquired their confidence. In a repenting 
mood he Hbmitted to the preſident, and to pur- 
chaſe his pardon, promiſed to deſtroy either the ti- 
tular earl or his brother John. As a plot was al- 
ready laid againſt the former, and as his death could 
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only ſerve to raiſe up new competitors for his title 
the bravo was directed to proceed againſt John. He 
ſeized his opportunity and attempted to diſpatch 
him; but as his piſtol was juſt levelled, he was 
ſeized condemned to die, and at his execution con- 
feſſed his deſign; declaring that many others had 
ſworn to the lord preſident to effect what he intend. 
= ed. This declaration ſo affected the brothers, 
P. 45. that they lived in continual terror of treachery, 
never daring to lodge together in one place, or to 
Ib. p. 46. appear at the head of their troops. To encreaſe 
their confuſion, Redmond De Burgh, who claimed 
the lands and lordſhip of Leitrim, and*was pur- 
poſely encouraged to hope that the prefident would 
favour his claim, withdrew from their ſervice, with 

Ib. p. 38. five hundred mercenaries. 
TRE plot of O'Connor for ſeizing the ſuggan 
earl, remained ſtill to be executed; and to promote 
Ib. p. ei. its fucceſs, all the motions of the lord prefident 
52. were directed. At a ſeaſon when his officers ex. 
5 panes ſome vigorous action, he ſuddenly diſperſed 
is forces into different garriſons, in order to in- 
ſpire the rebels with confidence, and to induce ther 
leaders to make the like diſpoſition of their troops 
A letter was deviſed, as if addreſſed by Carew to 
James Fitz-Thomas, exprefling many acknowledg. 
ments for his ſecret ſervices to the ſtate, and ex- 
horting him to deliver up Dermot O'Connor, alive 
or dead. Dermot furniſhed with this letter, which 
it was to be ſuppoſed he had intercepted, ſeeks an 
interview with James, ſeizes him in the name of 
O'Nial as a traitor, uces his letter as a proof 
of this his guilt, and conveys him with ſome of his 
_ companions to a neighbouring caſtle of which he 
held the command, informing the lord preſident of 
his ſucceſs, and eagerly expecting his reward. But 
T Hib before Carew could arrive to receive his priſoner, 
p. 56. John Fitz-Thomas, and Pierce Lacy, who ſuſpect- 
ed the real purpoſe of O'Connor, collected four 
thouſand of their followers, and reſcued the titular 


earl. CAREW 


„ K „ eee Ch oO ee Gm oe nw oe © ernennen e 2 


r PR — 


ch. . ELIZABETH. 399 


Carew though diſappointed in this attempt, yet 
was now the more emboldened to proceed in his 
military operations againſt an enemy divided by 
mutual ſuſpicions. He took the chiet caſtle of the 
Knight of the Valley, in deſpite of a vigorous de- 
fence, and proceeded to other exploits of the ſame 
kind, even while the enemy was in view. Two 
thouſand five hundred of the Connaught merce- 
naries, alarmed at his progreſs, and deſpairing of 
the cauſe in which they engaged, ſued for his 
permiſſion to return unmoleſted into their own 
country; which was granted, not without ſome 
ſtately delay. He pierced into Kerry, where he 
took the caſtle of the lord of Lixnaw, who died 
of grief at this mortification, leaving a fon no leſs 
determined in his inveteracy a the Engliſh, 
yet for the preſent obliged to ſubmit, and ſue for 
the protection of government. His excurfions were 
attended with the moſt diſmal havoc, through all 
the diſaffected country. Numbers of the moſt de- 
ſperate rebels relented at the proſpect of deſolation 
and famine, and theſe champions of the faith ſued 
to Rome to be abſolved from the fin of ſubmitting 
to an heretical government, and to be permitted to 
continue in a temporal obedience to the ſtate. To 
complete the confuſion of the rebels, the garriſon 
of Kilmallock, in a ſucceſsful attack upon the titu- 
lar ear}, ſtruck ſuch confuſion into his troops, that 
they diſperſed, and fo difpirited his adherents, that 
his brother John fled for ſhelter to Tirone, and 
Pierce Lacey determined to court better fortune in 
the war of Ulſter. 

| Berore the titular earl had been reduced to this pacat. 
diſtreſs, both the Engliſh miniſters and the lordHib.p.85 
preſident concurred in the expediency of ſetting up —9® 
2 rival to his power and popularity in Munſter. 
For ſome occaſion of th's kind, James, ſon of the 
great rebel earl of Deſmond, had been educated by 
the queen, and entertained honourably in the Thu: 


Ib.p. 62-3 
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And now the queen, perſuaded that his preſence in 
Ireland would draw off the ancient followers of his 
houſe from the uſurper Fitz-Thomas, admitted 
him to her preſence, ſaluted him by the title of earl 
of Deſmond; and ſent him into Munſter, with a 
patent for his reſtoration to the honours of his fa. 
mily, which the lord preſident however was direct. 
ed either to deliver or retain, according to the ex- 
peciency of affairs and the ſervices of the young 
ord. The lords of this province, who had been 
over-ſhadowed by the enormous greatneſs of the 
houſe of Deſmond, rather dreaded than wiſhed the 
advancement of lord James. The Engliſh under- 
takers were alarmed at his appearance, conceiving 
that he might in time be reſtored to the inheritance 
as well as the honours of his father; and James 


himſelf, educated in a retired and refined courſe of 


life, was little qualified to captivate his boiſterous 
countrymen, or to mix in the turbulence of faction 
and intrigue. His arrival however ſerved to en- 
creaſe the apprehenſions of the diſaffected. As an 
experiment of his influence, the preſident conſented 
that he ſhould make an excurfion into the county 
of Limerick, accompanied by ſome perſons of ap- 
proved fidelity. On his arrival at the town of K1l- 
mallock he was received with unbounded acclama- 
tions of joy; the ſtreets, doors, windows, and 
even roofs of all the houſes were filled with exul- 


ting crowds, all preſſing to behold the noble heir 
of an illuſtrious family, which they had been habi- 


tuated to eonſider with delight and reverence: 2 
ſtrong guard of ſoldiers could not obtain a paſſage 
for him, or extricate him from their rude and tu- 
multuous ſalutations. On the ſucceeding morning 
he prepared to attend divine ſervice in the church. 
The ſame concourſe ſwarmed about him; but every 
voice loudly and pathetically exclaimed againſt the 
execrable intention, and thundered in his heirs the 
diſgrace, danger, and impiety, of joining in the 

| heretical 
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heretical worſhip. The young lord, who under- 
ſtood not their language, paſſed meekly on to his 
devotions; and at his return was execrated and in- 
ſulted. The crowds, who waited only to vent their 
rage, at once diſperſed and left their chieftain un- 
attended and unnoticed, 

Bur this diſappointment was the leſs alarming or 
mortifying, as the rebels of Munſter were by this 
time reduced to the loweſt ſtate of diſtreſs and weak- 
neſs. They conceived a deſign of drawing ſome 
forces from Ulſter and Connaught to revive the 
ſouthern war, and reſcue the titular earl from his 
diſtreſs. But Tirone was too cloſely hemmed in 
by the diſpoſitions of the lord deputy to afford 3 
them any aſſiſtance. Raymond De Burgh, who had Hib. þ 
again promiſed to unite with them, was ſtill amuſed 102. 
by Carew with the hopes of gaining his lordſhip of 
Leitrim, and again deſerted them. They could not 
expect any ſervices from Dermod O'Connor, this 
leader having been taken priſoner in a private quar- _ 
rel with one of his own ſept, and put to death. Ib. p. 10. 
Mac-Arthy-More could aſſiſt them only by his 417 
counſels and ſecret practices, and was now the more 
reſerved as he had been lately obliged to renew his 
ſubmiſſions and aſſurances of loyalty. Even their 
ſuggan earl choſe the life of a wandering kerne, ra- 
ther than commit himſelf into the hands of confe- 
derates, on whoſe attachment he could have no re- 
liance, and any one of whom might deliver him 
up to the enemy, in order to make his own peace. ct. 
The wretched remains of the rebel forces fled for Hib. ""_ 
ſhelter and ſuſtenance into the territories of the earl Ib p. ioj. 
of Ormond ; but here they were hunted and driven | | 
from their retreats. The preſidency of Sir George 
Carew had no longer the appearance of a military F 
government. His ſeſſions were held, and juſtice 1 

ularly and ſtrictly adminiſtered. The queen Ib. p.116. 
conſented to pardon any of the ſouthern rebels that _ 
he ſhould nominate to the lord deputy, excepting 
James 


WW 7>-?-170- ſcene of their invaſion. Oviedo, the Spaniſh arch- 
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Ib. p. 121 James and John Fitz-Thomas, Pierce Lacey, the 

| Knight of the Valley, and baron of Lixnaw; and 

no leſs than four thouſand perſons readily accepted 

this act of grace. So that, as there now ſeemed 

no enemy to fear, Carew propoſed to detach one 

Ib. p 11y. thouſand of his forces to the aſſiſtance of the lord 
_ deputy. 

Foc was the fituation of the ſouthern province, 
when confident affurances were ſpread though Ire- 
land, that the Spaniſh ſuccours, ſo long expected 
by the male. contents of this kingdom, were ſpee. 
dily to embark ; and that Munſter was the deſtined 


| biſhop of Lublin, and other factious eccleſiaſtics, 

had ſpread the intelligence through the diſaffected 

quarters, and were indefatigable in animating and 

13 conbrming the leaders of rebellion. From the pope 

w. p. 36g. they brought a flattering epiſtle to prince O'Nial, 

| commander of the — army, as he was ſtyled, 

filled with benedictions on him and all his adhe- 

rents, who had not bowed the knee to Baal, but ſtre- 

nuouſly contended for the faith. This chieftain, 

comforted in his diſtreſs by the proſpe& of Spaniſh 

ſuccours, held his councils, encouraged his aſſoci- 

ates, diſpatched his emiſſaries to the diſaffected lords 

in every province, exhorting them to prepare for 

the reception of their foreign allies; and now, if 

ever, to exert themſelves againſt the pagan beaſt, 

Pacat. (for ſuch was the language of one of his intercepted 

Hib. p. letters.) What he was chiefly ſolicitous to effect, 

12% was the rekindling the flame of rebellion in the 

ſouthern province. But befides the wiſe diſpoſitions 

of the lord preſident toguard againſt any irruption 

through Connaught, a new and fortunate incident 

ſerved to confound the rebels, and to defeat their 

ſchemes againſt the peace of Munſter. 

ae THERE was no man of any account in this 

| * ** vince with whom Sir George Carew had not prac- 

tiſed, for apprehending the titular carl of Deſmond, 
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who was now reduced to the condition of a fug * 
tive, ſtealing from one wretched retreat to E af 
The prefident had been amuſed with various pro- 
miſes, which never were fulfilled ; for ſuch vas the 
general affection for this unhappy lord, that noone 
could be found to engage in an attempt fo odious. 
At length, ſome of the ſoldiers of lord Barry pur- 
ſued ſome robbers into a wood, where he lay con- 
cealed with a few companions. James Fitz-Tho- 
mas, rouſed at their approach, ſtarted from the mi- 
ſerable meal prepared for him; and his affectionate 
followers, even at their own hazard, favoured his 
eſcape. A mantle, which he left behind, diſcovered 
its owner; the ſoldiers purſued, but poſſibly with 
no ſincere deſire to apprehend him, ſuffered him to 
take ſhelter in the lands of the White Knight. 
Barry was the enemy of this chieftain; and glad 
of an occaſion of complaint againſt him, haſtened 
to the lord preſident, claimed the whole merit of 
the attempt to ſeize James, and imputed his diſap- 
pointment to the negligence or treachery of the 
neighbouring chieftain and his people. The White 
Knight, who had ſubmitted to government and was 
taken into protection, received a ſummons to attend 
the preſident ; was reproved for his ſuppoſed offence 
and even threatened, that, as he ſtood engaged for 
all his followers, his life and fortune muſt anſwer * 
for their default. The chieftain, ſtung with unme- 
rited and alarmed at his danger, vowed 
to exert his utmoſt endeavours to ſeize the titular 
earl. He was directed by ſome of his followers to 
| cave, in which the miſerable fugitive was found. 
diſarmed without reſiſtance, and delivered bound 
to the lord preſident. That the queen might be 
entitled to his eſtate without an act of 75 — 
he was immediately tried, convicted, and condemn- 
ed, for his 3 but as his brother John, or fin. 
ſome other idol of his ſept, might be encouraged ig. 
on his death to aſſume the title of Deſmond, _ 
e 
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life was ſpared ; and Carew recommended, that he 
ſhould be held confined in the Tower of London. 

In. the mean time, the intelligence of a Spaniſh 
invaſion was every day repeated with more and 
more confidence. The titular earl poſitively and 
circumſtantially aſſerted it. Others who had de. 
ſerted from the rebels, declared with equal confi. 
dence, that the principal northern inſurgents and 
their aſſociates had held a council in conjunction 
with Oviedo, on the place moſt proper for the Spa- 
niards to debark ; that Pierce Lacey urged, that in 
the firſt place they ſhould poſſeſs themſelves of 
Limerick, as it was adjacent to Connaught and 
Leinſter, not far remote from Ulſter, and moſt con. 
venient for the reception of Engliſh ſuccours; that 
they whoſpoke the ſentiments of Mac-Arthy-More, 
contended, that the landing ſhould be madeat Cork, 
the reſidence of the preſident, where his magazines 
and ftores were placed, where the honour and ad- 
vantage would be greater; and the reſiſtance leſs, 
as the town was leſs defenſible : that the powerful 
lords of Munſter would be thus encouraged, by 
the vicinity of the Spaniards, to avow their diſaf. 
fection to Engliſh government; or if they till pre- 
ſumed to temporize, their country would become 
an eaſy prey. It was added, that this laſt opinion 
had prevailed; and that the Spaniards were to make 
their firſt impreſſions upon Cork. Such intelligence 
could not be neglected by Carew. He conveyed it 
to England, and made a requiſition of ſix thouſand 
forces to be ſent to his aſſiſtance. And in this time 
of danger and ſuſpicion, as he had the cleareſt in- 
timations of the — practices of Florence Mac- 
Arthy, he thought himſelf fully juſtified to ſeize 
this lord, the only chieftain of formidable power, 
now remaining in his province, and ſent him into 
England with his other great captive, the titular 
earl of Deſmond. He alſo contrived to poſſeſs him- 
ſelf of the perſons of ſome leaders of the ſame ſept; 


one 


1 


one of whom fully juſtified this precaution, by the 
frankneſs of his declaration. On his zealous pro- 
ſeſſions of adhering faithfully to government, he 

was aſked ſuddenly by Carew, But what if the 

« Spaniards ſhould arrive?“ “ In that caſe,” re- 
plied he, let not your lordſhip confide in me; 

« no, nor in any of thoſe lords who ſeem moſt 

« devoted to your ſervice.” 3 

Tae deſigns of Spain in ſupport of the Iriſh in- 

ſurgents, which the queen's miniſters had fo lon 
affected to diſbelieve, became at length but too 
apparent; for intelligence was received that their 
fleet, conſiſting of fifty fail, ſeventeen of whichlbid. p. 
were ſhips of war, were diſcovered to the north of 9 
Cape Finiſtere, ſteering their courſe evidently to 

the coaſt of Ireland. Two thouſand troops were 

ſent from England on the firſt certain aſſurances of 
their embarkation, and three thouſand more pre- 
| pared for the ſervice of Munſter. The lord depu- 
ty and lord preſident met by appointment in Lein- 

| ſter to confer on this alarming occaſion. Some jea- 
louſies lately conceived by Mountjoy of the preſi- 
dent, as aſſuming too great authority, and invading 

his department, threatened to make a diviſion be- 15: 4 

| tween theſe two commanders, at a time when their 188. 4 
cordial union was moſt neceſſary. A ſharp letter of 
| expoſtulation to Sir George Carew, had not yet 
been received, when the deputy, fatisfied that he 
| had miſtaken his conduct, in another letter gene- 
rouſly acknowledged and apologiſed for his error : 

ſo that they now met in new-cemented friendſhip, 

and with an honourable contention, which ſhould 
| moſt effectually ſupport the operations of the other. 
The preſident had ever reſolved to maintain the 

eity of Cork againſt the invaders ; and now receiv- 

ed intelligence from Sir Charles Wilmot, who com- 
manded the city in his abſence, that the Spaniſh 
fleet appeared before the mouth of the harbour. 
Another expreſs informed that on the flack- 


\ 


272. 


dition of the ſtate: the forces could be collected 


evidently been too long deferred. Had the inva- 


Moryt in different quarters; nor was it an inconſiderable 
B. 1]. p. loſs to the inſurgents, that Pierce Lacey had been 
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ening of the wind, the fleet had tacked about, and 


* were now at anchor in the harbour of Kinſale. It 


was ſuggeſted, that on this occaſion the lord deputy 
ſhould return to Dublin, to colle& his forces, and 
expedite the neceſſary ſupplies of ammunition and 
proviſions for the ſouthern war. But Carew vr. 
gently repreſented the danger of encouraging the 
diſaffected to revolt, by . from the invaſion, 
as it were, with a conſciouſneſs of the weak con. 


and put in motion by his officers ; and the maga. 
Zines of Cork, by the precautions taken againſt an 
invaſion, could ſupply the army for two or three 
months. This advice prevailed; and Mountjoy 
proceeded to Cork, as if fully prepared to mect 

Tis attempt of Spain, to revenge the aſſiſtance 
given by queen Elizabeth to the Netherlands, had 


fion been made at that critical period, when the 
inſurgents of the North were in the full tide of ſuc- 
ceſs, and had given ſtrength and countenance to the 
diſaffected in every quarter of the kingdom, the 
Engliſh power, ich ſhaken, even to its founda- 
tion, could ſcarcely have ſuſtained it for a moment. 
But now the Northerns lay cooped within their own 
immediate demeſnes, diſpirited by ill ſucceſs, and 
waſted by famine. The inſurgents of Leinſter were 
broken and ſubdued. Thoſe of Connaught reduced 
to ſuch weakneſs, by pouring their forces, upon 
fruitleſs expeditions, into the northern and fouthern 
provinces, that the bare of an enemy 
was ſufficient ta drive the wretched remains into 
their inacceſſible haunts. In Munſter, the rebel- 
lion had been broken, and its chief leaders held in 
captivity ; many partizans had fallen by the ſword 


lately ſlain upon the borders of Ulſter. 1 
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do the Spaniards ſeem to have choſen the beſt place Moryſon, 
of deſcent for raifing a general commotion in Ire-B- I. P. 
land; in a province ſubdued and terrified to ſub- 
miſſion; at a diftance from their northern friends, 
on whom they placed their chief reliance ; and at a 
city weak and indefenſible. It was generally ſup-Ibid. 202. 
poſed by the queen's officers, that Sligo muſt have 
deen the place of their deſtination. And had they 
landed there, the town might have been eaſily for- 
tified, was convenient for receiving ſuccours by 
ſea, and for uniting with the rebels: they would 
have had a fair country to poſſeſs, an eaſy way into 
Munſter, into the heart of the Pale, and into thoſe 
parts of Ulſter, where the royaliſts could not have 
ſupplied the garriſons who were to oppoſe them. 
However, by the neceſſity of drawing forces from 
the northern borders, Tirone was left more at li- 
berty to march to the aſſiſtance of his foreign al- 
lies. It was ſuſpected, and not without reaſon, that 
many ſecret enemies of government would be em- 
boldened to declare for them; and that numbers of. 
the Iriſh natives, who had no means of ſubſiſtence lid. 324. 
but by the ſword, and yet, by their names and al- 
liances could collect ſome followers, would accept 
their pay: and to oppoſe this confederacy, the lord 
deputy was to lead an army ſcarcely equal to thet 
of his invaders, whoſe numbers were computed at 
fix thouſand. 
WhiLE one part of the Spaniſh forces was driven gept. 
by ſtorm into Baltimore, the main body, com- A. D. 
manded by Don Juan Aquila, general of the ex- — ; 
pediticn, entered Kinſale without refiftance, a ſmall by * 
Engliſh garriſon retiring at theis approach. Diſ- 197. 
patches were immediately ſent into the North to 
notify their arrival; and to preſs Tirone and O'Don- 
nel, the two leaders who had invited them into Ire- 
land, to march without delay to join their allies. 
Oviedo and other ecclefiaſtics attended them, to 
ſhake the allegiance of the people by their exhorta- 
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tions and ſpiritual cenſures. The faireſt profeſſions 
and promiſes were laviſhed upon the Iriſh ; the bit- 
tereſt invectives publiſhed againſt the heretical go- 


vernment of an excommunicated queen ; and all 


faithful ſons of the church exhorted to unite with 
thoſe who came to reſtore their lands and religion, 


and to reſcue them from temporal and eternal perdi- 


tion. But, in deſpite of all theſe pathetic exhorta- 
tions, the provincials of Munſter were as yet ſo re- 


luctant to engage in any new rebellion, that on the 


arrival of the lord deputy at Cork, ſeveral of their 
chieftains preſented themſelves before him, with 


the moſt vehement aſſurances of theirloyalty ; while 


others ſeemed to wait the uncertain event of war, 
in a peaceable and inactive neutrality. A conduct 
ſo unbecoming the boaſted champions of the church, 


the Iriſh endeavoured to excuſe, by caſting the 


O'Sulliv. 
Hiſt. 
Cath. 


p. 175. 


blame on the faſtidious behaviour of Don Juan. 
Daniel O'Sullivan, the chieftain of Beare and Ban- 
try, declared, that he propoſed to attend the Spa- 


niard with a thouſand men, and demanded arms for 


the ſame number ; but was anſwered, that the arms 


were on board the vice-admiral, who had landed at 


Pacat. 
Hib. p. 
205. 


Baltimore; and this with ſuch coldneſs and con- 


tempt, as effectually diſcouraged the other provin- 


cials. But the precautions of Sir George Carew 
had probably a greater effect than the pride of Don 
Juan. The Spaniards, who came with the vain 
hopes of meeting a whole kingdom at their devo- 
tion, now found themſelves confined within an in- 
conſiderable town, unaſſiſted by the natives, and 
beſieged by the queen's forces. 

Salis were frequently made, ſuſtained, and 
repelled with due vigour. The caſtle of Rincorran, 
ſituated upon the river of Kinſale, within half a 
mile of the town, convenient for annoying the Eng- 
liſh ſhipping, and which the Spaniard, therefore, 
had been careful to occupy, was violently aſſaul 
and, after an obſtinate defence, at length fſurren- 
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dered to the lord deputy. The approaches of the 
beſiegers were every day advanced, when intelli- 
gence arrived that the northern forces were in full 
march to aſſiſt the foreigners : that O'Donnel, with pacat. 
an army of followers from Connaught and Leinſter, Hib. p. 
had already pierced into the territories of Ormond ;2z 10. 
and was followed by Tirone with the flower of his 
Ulſter forces. It was inſtantly reſolved to divide 
the royal. army ; and while the deputy, with one 
part continued the ſiege, that the lord preſident of 
Munſter, as beſt acquainted with the country and 
its paſſages, ſhould, with another body, march a- 
gainſt the chieftain of Tirconnel. Carew en 
in this hopeleſs ſervice, contrary to his own ſenti- 
ments. Although he preſſe] cloſely upon the re- 
bels, yet, as he had foreſeen, no intelligence of 
their ſituation or motions could be obtained from a 
country too well affected to their cauſe. They kept 
themſelves ſecure in woods and moraſſes, till, gain- 
ing the advantage of a ſevere froſt, they marched 
rapidly over a mountain, otherwiſe impaſſable, and 
pierced into Munſter, leaving the lord preſident to 

turn to Kinſale, from a fruitleſs and harraſſing 
expedition. To conſole the lord deputy for this 
diſappointment, Sir Chriſtopher Saint Laurence 
came to his aſſiſtance with ſome forces of the Pale; 
the earl of Clanricarde arrived at the head of a gal- - 
lant troop; the earl of Thomond, another zealous lb 214. 
royaliſt, who had been ſent into England, returned 
with one thouſand men; two thouſand infantry, 
and ſome cavalry landed at Waterford; Sir Richard 
Leviſton, one of the queen's admirals, arrived at 
Cork with ten ſhips of war, two thoũſand infantry, 
and military ſtores. Such reinforcements were of 
conſiderable moment to a ſmall army, a part of 
vans was —— — provincials, collected from 

de towns, rather for the purpoſe of preventing, 
their revolt, than from a A — ſer. Pat 
vice; yet ſtill it was reſolved, by no means to at- 216. a 

Dd 2 tempt 
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weakened by ſword or fickneſs. Caſtlepark, ano. 


10. Rincorran, was attacked and ſurrendered. The he. 
" fegers ſtill advanced in their approaches, and de. 


p. were anſwered that it was held for Chriſt and the 
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tempt the town by ſtorm until the enemy ſhould be 


ther adjacent fort, lying in an ifland oppoſite to 


feated every attempt of the Spaniards to diftreſy 
them. Yet when they ſummoned the town, they 


king of Spain; and ſhould be maintained again 
all their enemies : to which Don Juan added, in the 
romantic ſpirit of his country, a bold challenge to 
the vice-roy, to decide the quarrel in fingle com. 
bat. 
HirntzTo the provincials of Munſter, who had 
lately ſubmitted and received their pardons, looked 
on the contending parties in a peaceable neutrality, 
without reſting their fortunes on the uncertain events 
of a ſiege, hardly ſuſtained by a ſmall body of Spa 
niards. But fix additional Spaniſh ſhips now a: 
rived at Caſtlehaven, and landed troops faid to + 
mount to two thouſand, with ſtores, ordnance, and 


ammunition. Six other veſſels they declared hu fr 


failed with them from the Groyne, which a ſtom m 
had ſeparated ; and that more and more forces wer to 
preparing, as the king of Spain determined to ſup-Wi po 

rt the Iriſh war in a manner worthy of his crow pl 
and dignity. O'Donnel inftantly united with theſe i ce 
new invaders; Tirone had pierced into Munfter, WM lit 
and was at hand. The diſaffected ſepts conceive! pe 
that the hour of their deliverance from the Englih ft 
power was at length arrived: they at once cait of to 


the maſk of ſubmiſſion; all the lriſh, and ſeveral me 


of the Engliſh race in Kerry and Deſmond, all fron en; 
Kinſale and Limerick weſtward, declared for the fay 
invaders. O Driſcal, lord of a fort at CaftlehavenW mu 
which commanded the harbour, delivered it to hi vit. 
foreign friends. Another of his race put them , vat 
poſſeſſion of his caftles at Baltimore, and the iſlanii mo 
of Inniſherken. Daniel O'Sullivan, with the (ani nel 
zeal 
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zeal, reſigned into their hands his fort of Dunboy, 
a poſt of conſiderable ſtrength, which abſolutely 
commanded Berehaven. D* Aquila by his new rein- 
forcement was enabled to place garriſons in theſe 
ſeveral ſtations; his gold was laviſhed among the 
revolters; their principals were honoured with com- 
miſſions from the king of Spain, and their follow- 
ers taken into his pay. Admiral Leviſton, who was 
ſent to Caſtlehaven, after ſinking and deftroying 
ſome of the Spaniſh veſſels, was by contrary winds 
expoſed to a battery erected by the enemy on ſhore, 


which was principally directed againſt his ſhip, and n- 
did conſiderable execution; ſo that he returned to Cath p. 
Kinſale in ſuch a ſhattered ſtate, and with ſuch loſs, 176. 


as gave the enemy occaſion to boaſt of their advan- 
4 
To encreaſe the diſtreſs of the beſiegers, the 
northern army commanded by Tirone now lay at 
fix miles diſtance from their camp, fo as to cut off 
all intercourſe with Cork. Surrounded, and in ef- 
fect beſieged by their enemies, they were prevented 
from foraging, ftraitened in their proviſions; their 
men, weakened by hunger, and harrafſed by the 
toils of a winter ſiege, dropt dead even upon their 
poſts ; numbers deſerted, and their Engliſh ſup- 


plies came in ſcantily and ſlowly. Nothing was ne- 1 


29. 30. 


ceflary for the complete and final deſtruction of a 
little army, on which the fate of a kingdom de- 
pended, but for their Iriſh enemies to continue ob- 


ſtinately in their preſent ſituation. Tirone ſeems Sullivan, 
to have been ſenſible of this; and as his country-?* 77 
men affure us, declared loudly againſt affording an 


enemy the chance of battle, who was only to be 


ſaved by ſome deſperate effort of valour, and who 
muſt ſoon periſh without any aflault, by the ſeve- 


ity of cold and famine. Don Juan, more capti- 
vated by the brilliant proſpe& of victory, ſent the 


moſt preſſing inſtances both to Tirone and O'Don-;; 
nel to advance againſt the enemy's camp, aſſuring 227. 
them 


D d 3 


Pacat. 
tb. p. 
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among his unwiedly numbers, advanced reluctantly 


Pacat. 


Hib. 
p- 233 · 


this body, compoſed of northern chieftains and 
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them that the weakened and diminiſhed numbers of 
the Engliſh could not furniſh a third part of their 
trenches, and that nothing but one vigorous im- 
preſſion was required for obtaining a certain and an 
eaſy victory. Several of the Iriſh chieftains eagerly 
embraced the ſame ſentiments; and Tirone, too 
ſenſible of the want of union and ſubordination 


apainſt the Englith camp. 

WauiLe the preſident was commiſſioned to carry 
on the fiege, the lord deputy, with no more than 
twelve hundred foot and four hundred horſe, march- 
ed againſt the rebels; and as the Spaniards, little 
ſuſpecting that their befiegers would make this bold 
attempt, kept within their walls, the Engliſh had 
but one enemy to encounter. Every place of ac- 
ceſs to the town was occupied by ftrong guards; 
and ſo alarmed were the enemy at the diſpoſitions 
made by the lord deputy, and ſo diffident of their 
own ftrength, that the confederate Iriſh, who, as 
they advanced, had confideredonly how they ſhould 
diſpoſe of their priſoners, retired with evident dil- 
may at the firſt appearance of the Engliſh forces. 
They were purſued, halted, and offered battle, the 
earl of Clanricarde and Wingfield, marſhal of the 
army, charged their horſe yigoroufly, who had co- 
vered the retreat, and after ſome ſhort refiſtance, 


other Iriſh of note, fled, to the amazement and 
terror of their aſſociates. The vanguard, com- 
manded by Tirrel, made ſome reſiſtance, but was 
ſoon broken and put to flight, leaving the Spaniards 
of Caſtlehaven to the ſwords of the enemy: who, 
after ſome ineffectual oppoſition, fell bravely in the 
field, except a few, who with their general Ocamp® 
were made priſoners. The main body, commanded 
by Tirone,. was diſcomfited with equal eaſe; and 
the rear, in which O'Donnel was — © — 
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without attempting to ſtrike one blow. In this 


413 


rout, for ſuch it was twelve hundred of hisw, * 


enemy were ſlain, and eight hundred wounded, 
with no greater loſs on the part of the Engliſn ar- 
my than that of one cornet ſlain, and a few ſoldiers 
wounded. 

Tux dreadful ſtorm which threatened the royal 
army was thus diſſipated at once, by a victory of 
ſuch conſequence, yielded with ſuch aſtoniſhing 
eaſe. The lriſh writers, ſhocked at this puſillani- 
mous conduct of their countrymen, affect to aſſert, un 


would have 


the field, wa about the En gliſh camp; but 
ſome of them pleaded the ne” 4 of their pre- 
ſence in their own country. O Donnel, impatient 
of the firſt reverſe of fortune, fled into Spain, in 
terror and deſpair. The Iriſh forces fell gradually 
away from an unſucceſsful IRS and Tirone, 
ſtung with diſappointment and di fled with 
the wretched remains of his followers, and con- 
cealed himſelf in his own territory. 

Tz Spaniſh general, Don Juan, who had forced 
his Iriſh allies from a ſtation in which they might 
have done moſt effectual ſervice, and compelled 
them to meet the enemy in open field, for which 
an Iriſh army was of all others the leaſt fitted, 
formed his ideas from the manners and principles 
of more refined countries, and had not the leaſt ſuſ- 


picion that Tirone could be ſo eafily defeated. The Rory con, 
vollies which the Engliſh diſcharged in honour of. II. 
the victory he miſtook for the ſignal of the IriſhP: 5* 


—7 approach, and ſallied from the town; but 

in triumph by the Engliſh ſoldiers, and finding the 

nary full to receive him, he retired; 
and being 1 ormed of the circumſtances of the de- 

feat, could impute a _ ſo precipitate from ſuch 
* D — 


4 inferior 


deſcrying the Spaniſh colours taken, and waved - 


Sulliy. 


panic of his troops, TironeC Cork. 
his aſſociates ſtill to keepp. 179. 
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inferior numbers, and preceded by an evident re- 


luctance to engage, to no other cauſe but ſome ſe. 
cret treachery in Tirone or his aſſociates. In the 


rage of indignation and reſentment, he defired a 


parley with the lord deputy, and demanded that 
ſome gentleman ſhould te ſent to him, whom he 
would acquaint with the conditions on which the 
town ſhould be ſurrendered. To Sir William Go. 


dolphin, an Engliſh officer of diſtinction, who was 


employed on this occafion, he declared with all the 
ſtately dignity of a Spaniard, that as he had found 
an honourable though a powerful antagoniſt in the 
vice-roy, a weak, barbarous, and, as he had rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect, a perfidious ally in the Iriſh, his re- 
ſpect to the one and diſguſt at the other induced him 
to an overture of compoſition, provided that it 
could be made en ſuch terms as befitted men not 
compelled by neceflity to ſurrender, confident ob 
their ſtrength, and of aſſiſtance from their country 


and ready to endure a thouſand deaths rather than 
yield to any one diſhonourable article of accord. 


He was anſwered, that, to prevent the effuſion 
of blood, his overtures of accommodation were ac- 
cepted, proyided it could be made on ſuch honour- 
able terms as ſuited the advantages gained by the 


Queen's forces. It was propoſed, that he ſhould 
_ reſign all the places he held in Ireland to the lord- 
deputy ; that his forces ſhould be tranſported into 


Spain in ſhips which he was allowed to hire and vic- 
tual for this purpoſe; that they ſhould engage not 


to bear arms againſt the queen of England until 
they ſhould be landed in ſome Spaniſh port; that 


while they vere obliged to continue in Ireland, 
they ſnould be treated with amity; that Don Juan 
ſhould : ide there until the laſt embarkation ; but 
that all his treaſure, ordnance, and ammunition, 
and :'! the queen's natural ſubjects, ſhould be left 
to her abſolute diſpoſal. 


Tas 
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Tuis laſt article fired the pride of Don Juan, 
and was rejected with diſdain. He declared that if 
a propoſition ſo diſhonourable ſhould be again but 
mentioned, the vice-roy from that moment ſhould 
uſe the advantage of his ſword ; that if the Spa- 
niards occupied but the fingle poſt of Baltimore, it 
might be defended, by its fituation, againft 2n ar- 
my of ten thouſand, until ſuccours ſhould arrive 
from Spain, but that he was confident of maintain- 
ing his preſent poſt; that the Engliſh were indeed 
good ſoldiers, and commanded by a brave and ſkil- 
ful general, but they were harraſſed by a winter 
fiege, and diminiſhed by toil and fickneſs ; that he 
had within the walls two thouſand hardy well ap- 


pointed troops, inured to the climate, with provi- 


fions for three months, and confident of ſpeedy ſuc- 
cours, whom he reſerved to meet the vice-roy on 
the breach, and doubted not to lay five hundred of 
his ſcanty numbers on the earth. © But to conclude 
* this buſineſs,” ſaid Don Juan, the king my 
* maſter ſent me to aſſiſt the condes O Nial and 
* O'Donnel, preſuming on their promiſe to join 
* his forces immediately on their arrival. I ex- 
* pected them a long time in vain ; I fſuftained the 
* vice-roy's arms; I ſaw their utmoſt force collect- 
ed within two miles of Kinſale; reinforced with 
* ſome companies of Spaniards ; every hour pro- 
* miſing to relieve us, and in conjunction with our 
army to force your camps. I at length ſaw them 
broken by a handful of men, blown aſunder into 
different parts of the world; O'Donnel into Spain, 
'* ONial into the furtheſt part of Ulſter: fo that 
'* I cannot find ſuch condes in rerum natura. J have 
therefore reſol ved on this agreement, the rather, 
to diſengage the king my maſter from aſſiſting a 
people in themſelves fo weak, that the whole bur- 
den of the war muſt lie on him; and fo perfi- 
** dious, that in requital of his favour they might 
< at laſt betray him.” 


A SERI- 
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WW Pacat. A $ERIovs attention to the ſtate of the royal ar- 
Bib. p. my, the danger of attempting to ſtorm the town, 
and of a general revolt of the diſaffected, on the 
leaft accident or diſgrace, the advantage of receiv- 
ing a number of places of ſtrength at once, which 
could not be reduced without a tedious and hazard- 
ous war, and the apprehenſions of new ſuccours 
from Spain, ſoon determined Mountjoy to recede 
. Hib from the obnoxious article. And, to the utter mor- 

2563. b. tification of all the enemies of government, the ca- 
pitulation was concluded, at a time when the king 
of Spain (as appeared by intercepted letters) little 
affected by the defeat of his Iriſh allies, prepared to 
pour more forces into Ireland, and ſtill to carry on 
the war with vigour. The town of Kinſale was now 
ſurrendered to the deputy. Caſtlehaven, after ſome 
ineffectual oppoſition from the Iriſh chieftain ODriſ- 
cal, was _ delivered up. Baltimore, and _ 
occupied by the Spaniards, were ceded in duc 
2 w_ | But when Dunboy, the fort of Berehaven, 
woas on the point of being delivered, Daniel O'Sul- 
livan, who had reſigned this ſtrong and inacceſſible 
poſt into the hands of the Spaniards, provoked at 
their capitulation, and diſdaining to acknowledge 
their right to diveſt him of his ancient property, 
ſurpriſed the fort, diſarmed the Spaniſh garriſon, 
and ſeizing their ordnance and ftores, reſolved to 
to defend it againſt the Engliſh : encouraged as he 
was by factious eccleſiaſtics, he threatened to re- 
| kindle the flames of war in Munſter. Don Juan, 
whoſe punctilious honour was ſhocked at this event, 
offered his ſervice to reduce Dunboy before his de- 
parture; but was told that the queen's forces would 

take care to chaſtiſe the rebels. N 

Tux extreme difficulty of acceſs to Dunboy, and 
Ib. p. 291. the natural ſtrength of its ſituation, fo alarmed the 
friends of government, that they endeavoured to 
diſſuade the lord preſident from attacking it, as any 
diſappointment might have a dangerous effect upon 


— 
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ſtation. His forces and ammunition were conveyed 


thuſiaſm by the exhortations of their prieſts, and 


Tux rumours induftriouſly propagated of a ſe- 
cond 2 invaſion, ſerved to keep alive the ſpi- 
rit of diſaff 


fence of hereſy, and againſt thoſe who ſhould ſhew 
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the Iriſh provincials; but Carew, who dreaded ano- 
ther Spaniſh invaſion, if any poſt of ſtrength ſhould 14 

be held againſt the queen, reſolved to ſurmount 1 
every difficulty, and to drive the rebels from this 


+ WY 
Ib. p. 305: Wl 
wy 


by ſea to Dunboy. Tirrel and O'Sullivan, who at- 
tempted to oppoſe this bold enterprize, were put 
to flight; the caſtle, furiouſly aſſaulted, and de- 
fended with vigour by men ſtimulated even to en- 


conſcious that they muſt be treated by their be- 

_—— the ſeverity due to rebels. When 2 . 
iſh 1 ained the u by ſtorm, the Hib. p. 

befeged ſtill — an chte mes from the 3'*: 

lower chambers; and the governor Magaghaghan, 

when mortally wounded, made a deſperate effort in 

his expiring moments to ſet fire to ſome barrels of 

powder, ſo as at one blow to deſtroy both friends 

and enemies. But the attempt was defeated, and 

the caſtle demoliſhed by the aſſailants. 3 


ection in Munſter, notwithſtanding the | 
repeated advantages of the royaliſts, and the dread-, . i 
ful calamities ſuſtained by the inſurgents. At al. 
time when the horrors of famine and devaſtation ** int 

were become perfectly inſupportable to human na- 
nature, Owen Mac-Eaggan, the pope's vicar apoſ- 
tolical for the ſouthern provinces, and other factious 
zealots of his order, thundered out their excom- 
munications againft all thoſe who took arms in de- 


mercy to the wretches taken fighting on the fide of 

En ok grommet Thoſe who fell into the hands 

of the inſurgents were thus butchered as enemies to 
the faith; thoſe taken by the royaliſts, were hanged 

as rebels: with ſuch rancour and carnage was the 

11 between the remains of the 

inſurgents and the detachments ſent to op- 
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poſe them. Foiled and confounded by the judici. 
ous diſpoſitions of Carew, who ſeized their forts, 
ravaged their lands, and ftationed his garriſons fo 
as to keep them in perpctual terror, they either 
fought the mercy of goverment, or endeavoured to 


fly from their diſtreſſes into other parts of Ireland. 


O'Sullivan reſolved to ſeek refuge with Tirone; 
and being attacked by an Engliſh party in his re- 
treat, turned upon them in deſperation, flew their 
commander, and routed the whole body ; but 
ſought no other advantage from his ſucceſs, but 
that of continuing his precipitate flight. Mac-Eag- 
gan in another ſkirmiſh was flain, animating his 
men, with a ſword in one hand and his Breviary in 


the other. The gradual reduction of every leader 


of rebellion at length brought the province to that 
fate of compoſure, which gave the wretched in- 
habitants leiſure to reflect on their calamities. 
Wrra the ſame vigour, and the fame kind of 
war, did the lord deputy proceed againſt Tirone 
and the northern rebels. So cloſely was the earl 


150, 151. purſued, that he ſet fire to his town of Dun- 


gannon; and by building two new forts, one con- 
tiguous to the old fort of Blackwater, but in a more 
convenient fituation, the other on the banks of 
Loughneagh, or Lake Sidney, as it was called, 
about five miles from Dungannon, on the other 
ſide, Mountjoy excluded Tirone from his own ter- 
ritories. The former he called Charlemont, the 
latter, Mountjoy, from his own name and title. 
Seconded by Sir Arthur Chicheſter and Sir Henry 
Dowkra, he kept the rebels in perpetual terror and 
diftreſs ; and fo diſpoſed his forces, as to prevent 
every hoſtile attempt, and at the ſame time to be 
enabled to collect them with eaſe and expedition, 
on any foreign invaſion. The miſeries which the 
wretched Iriſh endured, from the vicinity of the 
royal forces, which prevented them from ſeeking 
any means of ſubſiſtence, were affliing to the hu- 
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manity even of their enemies. Thouſands periſhedlb. p. 200. 
by famine; and every road and diſtrict was encum- =o 
bered by their unburied carcaſes. The hedious 
reſources ſought tor allaying the rage of hunger, 
were more terrible even than ſuch deſolation. Tirone 
was every day deſerted by ſome followers. The „ 
ſons of John O' Nial eſcaped from their confinement lb. p 19 1. 
and caſt themſelves at the feet of the lord deputy: N 
and what was ftill more mortify ing to the rebel- 
leader, Roderic, the brother of Hugh O Donnel, 
who on the flight of this chieftain, ſueceeded to the 1 
command of his ſept, ſought the protection of go- Moryſon, nul 
vernment, and was favourably received; as well to : x 8 * 10 
break the forces of the rebels, as to form a balance ? * © Ill 
againſt Nial Garruff, who had indeed faithfully ad- 2% 
hered to his engagements, but was grown intole- 
rable by his inſolence, and the rapaciouſneſs of his 
demands. 

In this extremity of diftreſs, Tirone made over- 
tures of accommodation with more fincerity than 
heretofore, ariſing from a more lively ſenſe of the 
calamities in which he had involved himfelf and his 
countrymen. The expence of the Irifh war, the 
uncertainty of bringing it to that ſpeedy iſſue, for 
which the Engliſh miniſtry was impatient, and 
which their principles of economy made abſolutely 
neceſſary, and the fear of a ſecond invafion from | 
Spain, determined Mountjoy to liſten to thoſe over- | 
tures with favour. But the queen obſtinately for-,, _ a 
bad him to receive the arch-traitor, upon any con- 33. 1 

| 


1 


ditions but an abſolute ſubmiſſion to her mercy in = 
all things, except his life: and even this conceſſion Ib. p. 78. 
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ſhe afterwards retracted, in peeviſh oppoſition to +l 
the ſentiments of her council. Sir Robert Cecil 
ventured to explain the motives of this ſeverity to 
aſſure the lord deputy that it aroſe entirely from a 
mortifying reflection on the infolence with which _ 
Tirone had rejected all former offers of mercy; and 

to aſſure him that he ſhould be ſufficiently warrant-Ib. p. 
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ed to conclude an accommodation, if the rebel earl 
ſhould ſeek it with due fincerity. The manner in 
which this rebel ſhould be treated, became a matter 


of debate and controverſy in the Engliſh cabinet. 


And the diverſity of inſtructions ſent to the lord 
deputy, ſhewed the irreſolute and diſtracted ſtate 
of mind in which Elizabeth languiſhed out the laſt 
period of her reign; In contradiction to her for- 
mer orders, ſhe directed Mountjoy to grant the earl 
a promiſe of life: in a few days more ſhe enlarged 
her commiſſion, and directed that he ſhould be aſ- 
ſured of life, liberty, and pardon. Another letter, 
from the ſecretary, immediately inſtructed him to 


grant the earl pardon, either by the title of baron 
of Dungannon, or by ſome new title. So little did 


the Engliſh miniſtry ſtudy the character of the Iriſh 


that they never once confidered that the title of 


earl of Tirone really degraded the chieftain in the 
eſtimation of his followers; that he had long ſince 


rejected it with ſcorn and contempt, and truſted for 


his conſequence to the princely name of O' Nial. 
While Mountjoy was diſtracted by this variety of 
inſtructions, he received alarming intimations of the 
queen's ſickneſs, which were quickly ſucceeded by 


private aſſurances of her death; an event, which if 


once divulged, muſt prove of dangerous conſe- 
quence in raiſing a new ferment in the ſpirits of the 
Iriſh. He therefore determined to cut off all de- 
lays, and to conclude an accommodation with Ti- 
rone, by virtue of the queen's commiſſion, without 


attending to any ſubſequent inſtructions. Sir Wil- 


+ 


liam Godolphin was diſpatched to the earl, with a 


fafe-condu&t, and preſſed him urgently to prevent 


his utter ruin, by immediately repairing to the lord 
deputy, and accepting thoſe honourable conditions 
which he was now empowered to grant, but which 
might immediately be revoked. 

Is his former pride, Tirone would have regard- 
ed ſuch advances as an indication of the terror and 


weakneſs 
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weakneſs of government, and rejected them with 
contempt ; but he was now reduced to a ſtate of ß 
real humiliation. He inſtantly complied, and at- Morryſon 
tended the lord deputy at Mellifont, by whom he B. III. p. 
was received with a dignity befitting the repreſen- 
tative of an offended — He fell upon his 
knees, and petitioned for mercy with an air and aſ- 
pect of diſtreſs. He ſubſcribed his ſubmiſſion, con- 
ceived in the ampleſt manner and form. He im- 
plored the queen's gracious commiſeration, and, 
humbly ſued to be reſtored to his dignity and the 
ſtate of a ſubject, which he Oy torfeited. He 
utterly renounced the name of O'Nia! with all its 
pre-eminences and pretended authority; abjured all 
foreign power, and all dependency but on the crown 
of England; refigned all claims to any lands, but 
ſuch as ſhould be conferred upon him by letters 
tent: promiſing to aſſiſt the ſtate in aboliſhing all 
2 cuſtoms, and eftabliſhing law and civility 
among his people. The lord deputy, on the part 
of the queen, promiſed a full pardon to him and 
all his followers; to himſelf, the reſtoration of his 
blood and honour, with a new patent for his lands, 
except ſome portions reſerved for certain chieftains 
received into favour, and ſome for the uſe of Eng- 
liſh garriſons: to which reſervations the earl f 
conſented. This important affair being thus finally 
concluded, Tirone accompanied the lord deputy to 
Dublin ; where, on hearing of the death of queen 
Elizabeth, he was obſerved to burſt into a flood of 
| tears, by which he affected to expreſs an affection 
to a princeſs, by whom he had been treated with 
ſuch abundant clemency. But it was obviouſly 
apparent, that this paſſion really proceeded from a 
ſenſe of his precipitate ſubmiſſion ; when, by per- 
ſevering but a few days, his reputation with his 
countrymen might have been inviolate, and the war 
renewed with conſiderable advantage; or at worſt, 
he might have made a merit with the new ſove- 


reign 
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to retreat, he renewed his ſubmiſſion, in the form 


Pacat. 
Hib. 
p. 314- 


Sullivan. 


which a long ſeries of wars had produced in Ire. 
land, was now ſomewhat enlivened by the reſtora. 
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reign, that immediately on his acceſſion he had 
freely ſubmitted to mercy. As it was now impoſſible 


before preſcribed, to the king; and by direction of 


the lord deputy, addreſſed a letter to the king of 
Spain, notifying this his return to his duty and al. 


legiance, and requeſting that his ſon, who had been 
entertained at the Spaniſh court, might be permit. 
ted to return to Ireland, No inſurgent remained in 
this kingdom, who had not obtained or ſued for 
mercy. Many were driven by neceſſity to the con- 
tinent, and earned a ſubſiſtence in the armies of 
Spain. A race of Iriſh exiles was thus trained to 
arms, filled with the pride of family, and a malig. 
nant reſentment againſt the Engliſh. 

* THz ghaſtlineſs of famine and deſolation, 


tion 


The horrid accounts of famine and diſtreſs, in thoſe part 
of Ireland moſt expoſed to the calamities of war, can ſcarcely 
be ſuſpected of falſehood or exaggeration, when we conſider 
the effects of theſe civil commotions in the very city of Dub- 
lin. I have ſeen an account of the rates of proviſions ſold 
in Dublin, in the year 1602, authenticated by the fignature 
of John Tirrel, mayor. By which it appears that 

Wheat had ariſen from thirty-ſix ſhillings to nine pounds 

the quarter. 

Barley-malt, from ten ſhillings to forty-three ſhillings the 

barrel. | 

W N from five ſhillings to twenty-two ſhillings the 

rrel. 

Peaſe, from five ſhillings to forty ſhillings the peck. 

Oats, from three ſhillings and 8 9 ſhil- 

lings the barrel. | 

Beef, from twenty-ſix ſhillings and eight-pence to eight 

pounds the carcaſe. 

ON Fo three ſhillings to twenty-ſix ſhillings the 

carcaſ | 

Veal, from ten ſhillings to twenty-nine ſhilliggs the carcaſ 

A lamb, from twelve pence to fix ſhillings. 

A pork, from vight to thirty ſhillings, 
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tion of general tranquillity, The honour of com: 
pletely reducing all the enemies of the crown of 
England in this iſland, after a perpetual conteſt of 
440 years, was reſerved for the arms of Elizabeth. 
| It was acquired, not without delay, difficulty, and 
danger. But a nobler work ſtill remained, that of 
regulating a country ſo long cut off by civil diſcord 
from the moſt valuable advantages of refinement. 
and civility. 
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Inſurrefions in the reign of Elizabeth not influenced 
by religious motives.—Popiſh party of this reign.— 
T heir * hehe and prattices.—-Sentence of the 
Spaniſh uni verſities.— Effects of popiſh virulence, on 
the acceſſion of James.—Inſolence of the citizens of 
of Cork and of Waterford. —-Spririted conduct of 
Mountjoy.—Southern cities intimidated — Act of ob- 
livion and indemnity. — Favour fſhewn to Tirone and 
O'Donnel.—Propreſs of reformation by Carew and 
Chicheſter. —T ainiſtry Gavelkind aboliſhed. — 

| Commiſſion of grace, —cautioufly executed —Prac- 
tices of Popiſb ecclgſiaſtics.— Proclamation againſt 
the recuſant clergy, —Execution of penal laws.— 
Its effects. Trial of Lalor. —Conſpiracy and flight 
of the earls of Tirone and Tirconnel, —favourable 
to the deſigns of James. Rebellion of O Dogbert. 
— His cruelties—His death.—FEſcheated' counties 
of Ulſter.—Fames ſolicitous for the plantation of 
them.—Sir Arthur Chicheſter an uſeful agent and 
director. Scheme cf the northern plantation —Er- 

rors of Elizabeth's plantations corretted — Adven- 
turers.—-Diſtrubution of lanas.—City of London 
engaged in the plantation. — Inſtitution of the order 
of baronets— Proviſions for the clergy and uni ver- 


' ſity. Execution of the ſcheme not entirely conform- 
able to the original idea. 


OSE writers in the cauſe of popery, who 
repreſent the commotions in the reign of 
zabeth as originally reſulting from the righteous 
. and devotion to the church, aſſert 
ſo much diſregard to facts the beſt authenti- 
cated, that they do not merit a particular confuta- 
tion. Thoſe whom they extol as Maccakxxs, fight - 
a difintereſted fervour in ſupport of their 
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zeal of 
with 


r 


every 


PR OE ĩõVD 


Q. 6. 3 425 


very mode of faith and worſhip, Their champion, 
te earl of Deſmond, confeſſed his own total want 
o information, and was ready to comply with any 
drections as to religion, which the Engliſh govern- 
nent might preſcribe. And when their great par- 
tran, the earl of Tirone, had learned to — his 
inurrection by a pretended zeal for the faith, his 
rel principles _ motives ww ſo * — 
tht this hypocriſy was treated with contempt and , 
ridcule. Hang thee '” ſaid the earl of ſex, — 
(ad juſtly) © thou talk of a free exerciſe of reli- p. 168. 
« zzon | Thou careſt as much for religion as my 
« lorſe !” 

Taz inceflant diligence, however, of the emiſ- 
fares of Rome, infuſed the poiſon of religious ran-. 
cor with too great ſucceſs, and propagated ſuch 
dectrines in this reign, as muſt ever be abhorred and 
execrated. They ſaw numbers of the Komiſh com- 
nunion act with firmneſs and vigour, in ſupport of 
taat government to which they had ſworn allegi- 
mee: they ſaw numbers of their ecclefiaſtics in- gulliran- 
culcating the doctrines of civil obedience and fub- Hiſt. 
miſſion; and they were virulent in condemning, and Cath. 
induftrious in counteracting ſuch doctrines. They R. '77* 
taught the people, that while they were unable to 
reſiſt, the pope, indeed, allowed them to ſubmit to 
an excommunicated princeſs, and an heretical go- 
vernment, ſo far as the exerciſe ot this government 
did not affect the cauſe of their religion. But when 
the faith once required their aſſiſtance, it was impi- 
ous and damnable not to caſt off at once this maſk 
of infidious ſubmiſſion ; and when, by the pope's 
authority, an army of inſurgents had ariſen againſt 
the Engliſh power, not to unite in a cauſe ſo glori- 
ous, or to continue one moment on the fide of go- 
vernment, was to renounce their eternal falvation. 
Bulls were produced, and ſpread through Ireland, 
to countenance theſe principles, which the mode- 
* 
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V. II. Romiſh religion; in others, they preached the in. 
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The decifions of the Spaniſh univerſities we: 
procured to diſcredit this oppoſition. Valladok 
and Salamanca denounced all the vengeance of th 
Almighty, againſt thoſe who ſhould not unite win 
Tirone: but the decree of their contemptible da. 
tors arrived too late. Tirone had already ſuhmittel, 
A vIRULENT popiſh party was thus formed in 
Ireland, which the vigour of Elizabeth's govern. 
ment, and the ſucceſs of her arms, had kept wrh. 
in ſome reſtraint, but which was ſecretly animal 
by the emiſſaries of Rome. If the laws were ex. 
cuted againſt recuſants, they inveighed againſt the 
horrid and unchriſtian perſecution; if government 
Cath, indulged them with lenity and connivance, they 
p. 117, derided its fears, and affected to deſpiſe the tem. 
& alib. porizing policy. On the acceſſion of James the 
firſt, they in ſome places encouraged their votarts, 
by aſſuring them that the new king was of tte 


Moryſon 


p. 321, fanta's right of ſucceſſion; and taught their igno- 
333. rant diſciples, that he could not be a lawful king, 
who had not been eſtabliſhed by the pope, and had 
not ſworn to defend the catholic religion. Such 
were the effects of theſe peſtilent infinuations that 
ſeveral cities of Leinſter, and almoſt all the cities 
of Munfter, now conſpired to avow their contempt 
of penal ſtatutes, and to reſtore the Romiſh wor- 
ſhip in its full ſplendor. Diſdaining to confine their 
devotions any longer to privacy and retirement, 
they ejected the reformed minifters from their J 
churches, they ſeized thoſe religious houſes which 
had been converted to civil uſes, they erected their 
croſſes, they celebrated their maſſes pompouſly and 
publicly, and their eccleſiaſtics were ſeen marchin 
in proceſſion, cloathed in the habits of their ret- 
pective orders. 
In Cork, the factious eccleſiaſtics were particu- 
larly numerous and turbulent. One of them had 
received, or pretended, a legantine authority from 
Rome; 
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fome ; and the citizens paid a ready obedience to 
hs commiſſion. Their magiſtrates at firſt refuſed 
ti proclaim the king, demanding time to confider of 


is and when reminded that he had been already 


poclaimed in Dublin, they anſwered coldly, that 
Sianel alſo bad been proclaimed in Dublin. Yet, not 


dæing to perſevere in this inſolent and dangerous Co 
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opfoſition to authority, after ſome affected delay, * 


the / at length publiſhed the proclamation in their 
libeties ; which they notified to the Jord deputy 
Mantjoy, and at the fame time demanded that 
Habowling, a fort built in the late reign to protect 
the city againſt invaſion, ſhould be delivered into 
the hands of their mayor and citizens. The com- 
mi oners for executing the preſidency of Munſter 
on the departure of Sir George Carew, and the 
oficers of the army were juſtly alarmed at their 
extravagances, and determined to ſtrengthen every 


poſt in the neighbourhood of Cork, by which the 


ſeditious inhabitants might be kept in awe: and 
this was effected not without oppoſition and ſome 
bloodſhed. To the remonſtrances of the lord de- 
puty, the citizens replied with little reſpect and re- 


ſerve. As to the point of religion, in which they Mory ſon, 
had been particularly offenſive, they anſwered bold- V- . 
ly, that that they only exerciſed now publicly, that which®" 330. 


ever before they had been ſuffercd to exerciſe privately; 
end as their public prayers gave teſtimony of their faith- 
ful hearts to the king, ſo they were tied to be no leſs 
careful to manifeſt their duties ta God, in which they 
would never be diſſembling temporizers. | 
Tux ſeditious ſpirit thus diffuſed through the 
cities of the ſouth, was particularly provoking and 
diſtreſſing, at a time when the whole attention of 
government was required to relieve the nation from 
thoſe afflicting calamities, which a ſeries of wars 
and devaſtations had produced. Mountjoy ſoon de- 
termined to march into Munſter at the head of the 
royal army. At Waterfor che found the gates ſhut 
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- againſt him: the citizens pleaded that by a ch: 
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of king John, they were exempt from quarteriy 
ſoldiers. Two eccleſiaſtics, in the habits of the 
order, and, with the croſs erected, preſented then. 
ſelves before the lord deputy in his camp, and |. 
ſolently declared, that the citizens of Waterfar 
could not in conſcience obey any prince that pee. 
cuted the catholic faith*. But although he conde. 
ſcended to liſten to theſe ecclefiaftics, and took the 
advantage of his theological ſtudies, to detect their 
falſe quotations from the Fathers, yet he treatedthe 
citizens with the feverity of an offended govemot. 
He threatened to draw king James's ſword, and ut 
the charter of king John to pieces, to level their city 
with the ground, and ſtrew it with ſalt: and hi 
menaces were effectual. He was immediately ud. 
mitted ; the inhabitants at once ſwore allegiance, 
and renounced all foreign juriſdiction; and a ftrong 
garriſon was ftationed in their city, to deter then 
from any future infolences. . 
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Doctor White, accompanied by a young Dominican 
friar, came into the camp: but when they fooliſhly carried 
a crucifix, openly ſhewing the ſame, the ſoldiers were hardly 
kept trom offering them violence, and when they put up 
the crucifix in their pockets, yet could hardly endure the 
«« ſight of their habits which each wore according to his or- 
& der, Doctor White wearing a black gown and cornered cap 
and the friar wearing a white woollen frock. White being 
4 come into his lordſhip's tent, was bold to maintain errone- 
* ous and dangerous poſitions, for maintenance of that which 
** the citizens had done, in the reforming of religion without 
public authority, ai avbich his lordſbip did (as no layman 
I think could better do) moſt learned!y confute. And when 
« White cited a place of St. Auſtin for his proof, his lord- 
« ſhip having the book in bis tent, ſhewed all the company 
% that he had falſely cited that father: for howſoever his 
« very words were fund there, yet were they ſet down by 
% way of an aſſertion, which St. Auſtin confuted in the dif- 
«© courſe following. At this ſurpriſal White was ſomewhat 
out of countenance, and the citizens aſhamed.” Moryſon, 
B. III. c. ii. p. 336. 
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Casntr.,- Clonmel, Limerick, and other cities, Moryion, 


which had declared for the free and public exerciſe V 
of popery, were intimidated by the ſpirit of Mount-*' 


joy, and reduced to the ſame — Cork, 


had been actually inveſted by the ſouthern forces, 
as a rebllious city; but on the firſt appearance of 
the lord deputy, the gates were opened to him 
—_—_ or ſtipulation. A few of the infe- 

rior agents of * wh were executed by martial 
law ; Mead, the recorder of the city, a capita] i in- 
cendiary, was tried, and acquitted by the manifeſt 
partiality of his jury ; the reſt were reminded of 
their outrageous defiance of the laws, in their for- 
cible 2 of the popiſh worſhip, in ſeiz- 
1 N. his forces and kil- 


abjuring all f 
with lenity 
cities, to ad Vas 8 9 


P. 341. 


% 


Tursx mutinous attempts of the "ID" JIRA be- 


ing thus vigorouſly oppoſed and ſuppreſſed, the 
ſtate had leiſure to deviſe expedients 15 be healing the 
wounds of civil diſcord, and e 
mains of diſorder and animofity. By the ſuppreſ- 
ſion of rebellion the minds of men were prepared 
and broken to = but it was juſtly con- 
ceived that the pu 4 nt not be complete- 


ly ſettled, antil their jealou 
were allayed, by 2 e danger of 
the law, which moſt Red ated as 


neral confuſion. For this purpoſe m oft of fone, 


called an acT or OBLIVION AND INDEMNITY, was 


publiſhed by proclamation under the great ſeal. 


All offences againſt the crown, all particular treſ- 


paſſes between ſubjects, committed at any time be- 


fore the ki s acceſſion, were pardoned and utterly 
never to be reyived or called in queſ- 


extinguiſh 
tion ; and the whole body of the Iriſh yeomanry, 
who 


E e 4 


xtinguiſhing the re- Davis. 
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Moryſon, into his majeſty's immediate protection. This ſalu- 
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who were, in former times, for the moſt part left 
under the tyranny of their chieftains, without de. 
fence or juſtice from the crown, were now received 


ordinance was the laſt act of Mountjoy's ho- 
nourable adminiſtration. He was conſtituted lord 
lieutenant of Ireland, but permitted to appoint Sir 
George Carew his deputy, and returned to Eng- 
land, attended by the earl of Tirone and Roderic 
O'Donnel, the brother and rival of Nial Garruff, 
| whole infolence grew ſo offenfive, that goverment 
was well pleaſed to favour his competitor, Both 
the Iriſh chieftains were received by the king with 
marks of favour: Roderic was by the good offices 
of Mountjoy, created earl of Tirconnel ; Tirone 
was confirmed in his honours and poſſeſſions ; but 
ſuch was the averſion expreſſed by the populace 
againſt the man by whoſe rebellion ſo many of their 
friends had fallen, that he could not travel in ſecu- 
rity without a powerful eſcort*. 
From the reſtoration of public peace, the ſtate 
ceeded to the extenſion of law, and the eſta- 
oliſhment of public juſtice. During the ſhort ad- 
miniſtration of Carew, ſheriffs were ſent into the 
counties of Tirconnel and Tirone, and itinerant 
judges viſited the whole northern province; which 
< viſitation,” faith Sir John Davis, one of theſe 
judges, © though it was ſomewhat diſtaſteful to the 


From the gracious manner in which Tirone was treated, 
his countrymen and aſſociates conceived, that the king's ideas 
of their power and conſequence were as exalted as their own, 
that he really dreaded them, and would not hazard a refuſal of 
any requeſt they could make. By their friends, now reſident 
at the court of England, they preſented a petition to the 
throne for the free and public toleration of the Romiſh wor- 
ſhip. Whatever were the real principles of James, nothing 
could have been more indiſcreet and premature than this peti- 
tion. It determined him to behave with more reſerve to the 
Iriſh lords, and to be leſs laviſh of his profeflicns of grace. 
Cox, e MSS. Lamb. | 
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« Triſh lords, was moſt welcome to the common 
« people, who, albeit they were rudeand barbarous, 
« yet did they quickly apprehend the difference 
« between the tyranny and oppreſſion under which 
« they had lived before, and the juſt government 


and protection which we promiſed unto them for A. D. 


ſucceeded to Carew, advanced the work of refor- 
mation yetfarther, The dangerous ſept of O*Byrnes 
who had for ages harraſſed even the capital by their 
inſurrections, he brought into due conformity to 


overnment, compoſed their mutual contentions, 


and converted their territory into an Engliſh coun- 
ty; he eſtabliſhed ſeſſions of juſtice in the province 
of Connaught, and reſtored the circuit of Munſter, 
after a diſcontinuance of two hundred years. The 
old Iriſh cuſtoms of Tainiftry and Gavelkind were 
aboliſhed by judgment in the king's bench, and the 
Iriſh eſtates thereby made deſcendable, according 
to the courſe of the common law of England. In 
exchange for the Brehon juriſdiction, the native 


Iriſh were thus inveſted with all the privileges of 


ſubjects, and admitted to ail the benefits of the 
Engliſh law. Inferiors were emancipated from the 
tyranny of barbarous chieftains; and the whole 
body of old natives were taught to regard the ſyſtem 
of Engliſh polity more favourably, when it was 
executed, with general impartiality, without oppreſ- 
hon or impunity, not like that mockery of juſtice, 
by which they had been too often inſulted. 

The next neceſſary meature for the pacification 
of the reaim, was that of aſcertaining the rights 
of individuals, and ſettling the eſtates and poſſeſſions 
of all its inhabitans. In the twelfth year of Eli- 


© the time to come.” Sir Arthur Chicheſter, who 1604. 


Davis's 
Reports. 


zabeth a law had been made, enabling the lord de Dave's 


puty to accept, ſurrender, ard re-grant eſtates to 
the Iriſh yeomanry. Yet few ſurrendered, and theſe 


few obtained grants of entire countries, without 


any attention to inferior ſepts. Theſe were aban- 


doned 


View. 
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doned to the tyranny and exaction of their chieftain; 
who was the only freeholder, and the only tenant 
of the crown thus conſtituted, in an extenfive dif. 
trict, inhabited by his rude and flaviſh vaſſals. 
Others, who refuſed to ſurrender, yet contrived to 
be appointed chieftains of their country, by letters 
patent; and thus ſanctified their barbarous oppreſ- 
ſions by the royal authority. But, to the honour 
of king James, he adopted a more liberal and equi- 
table policy. A cOMMISSION OF GRACE, as it was 
called, iſſued under the great ſeal of England, for 
ſecuring the ſubjects of Ireland againſt all claims of 
the crown. The chief governor was empowered 
to accept the ſurrenders of thoſe Iriſh lords who 
held eſtates by their old precarious tenure, and to 
re-grant them by a more legal title, and on more 
laſting ſecurity. Many embraced the opportunity 
of converting their preſent tenure for life, to an 
eſtate in fee, which deſcended to their children, 
Many dreaded the conſequences of their late trea- 
ſon, and were impatient to receive their poſſeſſions 
by a new inveſtiture ; fo that the commiſſion inſtant- 
ly produced a general ſurrender of lands. No chief- 
tainries were now granted by patent, no pretended 
officers of juſtice were ſtationed in diftant countries 
to exerciſe an Iriſh ſeigniory over the wretched 

ple; and every ſurrender was received with caution 
and deliberation. A careful enquiry was made of 
the quantity and limits of the land reputed to be 
in poſſeſſion of the lord who tendered his eſtate to 
the crown, of his own immediate demeſne, of the 
lands poſſeſſed by his tenants and followers ; and of 
the Ir:ſh duties and cuſtoms received from them, 
which were reduced by eſtimation to a certain yearly 
value. The lord, by his new patent was inveſted 
only with the lands found to be in his immediate 
poſſeſſion. His followers were confirmed in their 
tenures, on condition only of paying him the an- 
nual rent at which his duties were rated, in the 
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place of all uncertain Iriſh exactions. Building, 
planting, cultivation, and civility, were conſequen- 
ces obvious to be expected from ſuch regulations. 
And the trading towns and corporations through Carte. 
the kingdom. ſoon followed the example of theſe Orm. B. I. 
lords; they ſurrendered their old, and accepted new p- 14- 
charters, with ſuch regulations and privileges, as 
tended to keep them in ſubjection to the crown, 
and advance the intereſts of peace and commerce. 
Bur the progreſs of theſe ſchemes of reforma- 
tion, as well as their effects, were unhappily inter- 
rupted and retarded, by the virulence of religious 
faction. It was not without ſome reaſon, that the 
numerous body of catholics in Ireland preſumed on 
the favour of the new king, and his partiality to 
their communion. They had frequent opportu- 
nities, by thoſe emiſſaries of Rome who were con- 
tinually pouring into their country, to be informed 
of his tranſactions with the pontiff, while king of 
Scots, and of the expectations conceived of his 1 
converſion. The ſentiments which he expreſſed R james's WY 
with reſpect to popery, to his firſt parliament, were ſpeech to hl 
but a repetition of thoſe opinions which he had Parlia- 
avowed on other occaſions ; and every expreſſion *** 
of tenderneſs to what he called the mother-church, 
and every rumour of his ſecret intentions, were 
induſtriouſſy propagated and magnified to a credu- 
lous people, removed at a great diftance from au- 
thentic information. Popiſh eccleſiaſtics practiſed $4 
with their votaries in ſeveral quarters of the king-.,_ Vol. 
dom, without any decent caution or reſtraint. They Il. p. 10. 
denounced the vengeance of their ſpiritual authority —_ 
on all thoſe who ſhould attend on the eſtabliſhed 
worſhip, or diſſemble the religious principles in which 
they had been educated. Abbies and monaſteries 
were repaired, churches refitted and furniſhed for 
the Romiſn rites, which were again publicly cele- 
brated in ſeveral parts of the realm. The popiſh 
clergy proceeded yet further, and, with an infolence 
which 
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which no religious principles could excuſe, preſum. 
ed to arraign the civil adminiſtration, to review 
cauſes determined in the king's courts, and to en- 
join the people, as they tendered their ſalvation, 

to obey their deciſions, not thoſe of the law. 
Bur whatever tenderneſs of indulgence James 
expreſſed for the religious tenets of Rome, he had 
K James's fincere abhorrence of thoſe who taught the ſu. 
| fpecch to Preme authority of the pope, and what he called, 
' parlia- an imperial civil power over kings and emperors, 
ment. © to dethrone and decrown them at his pleaſure,” 
and to ſanctify the fouleſt acts of treaſon and re- 
bellion; and whatever were his private diſpoſitions 
he was obliged to keep ſome termns with the puri- 
tans, who whiſpered their ſuſpicions of his being 
popithly inclined. As he had therefore publiſhed 
Cox Vi ã Proclamation in England, commanding all Jeſuits 
p. 10. and other prieſte, having orders from any foreign 
power, to depart from the kingdom, fo, by a like 
proclamation, were the popiſh clergy of Ireland 
commanded to depart within a limited time, unleſs 
they conſented to conform to the laws of the land. 
This ordinance was intended to be executed with 
equal lenity in both kingdoms ; but in Ireland, in- 
ſtead of terrifying the delinquents, it enraged them. 
They, who exerciſed the moſt tyrannical dominion 
over the conſciences of men, repreſented it as an 


4. D. horrid inſtance of implacable perſecution, The 


16065, chief governor and council were witneſſes of the 
daring ſpirit of theſe recuſants, and deemed it their 

5 peculiar duty to guard againſt their outrages; they 
peel determined to revive thoſe ſtatutes which were in- 
1 eters. ſulted with ſuch confidence, and began by enjoining 
= MS.Trin.the magiftrates and chief citizens of Dublin to re- 
Col. Dub. pair to the eſtabliſhed churches. Repeated admoni- 
tions and conferences ferved but to render them 
more obſtinate. They were fined and committed 
to priſon ; when in an inſtant, all the old Engliſh 
families of the Pale took the alarm, and boldly re- 
monftratecl 
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monſtrated againſt the ſeverity of theſe proceedings 
They denied the legality of the ſentence, by v-hich 
theſe ſeverities were inflicted ; and urged, that by 
the act of the ſecond year of queen Elizabeth, the 
crime of recuſancy had its puniſhment aſcertained ; 
and that any extenſion of the penalty enacted by 
this ſtatute was illegal and unconſtitutional. Their 
remonſtrance, and petition for the free exerciſe of 
religion, was preſented to the counci}, by an unu- 
ſual concourſe, on the very day when intelligence 
was received of the gun-powder conſpiracy, a cir- 
cumftance which awakened the jealouly of the king's 
miniſters, and made them ſuſpect ſome concert be- 
tween the conſpirators of England, and the popiſh 
arty of Ireland. The chief petitioners were con- 
fined in the caſtle of Dublin, and Sir Patrick Barn- 
wall, their great agent, was, by the king's com- 
mand, ſent in cuſtody into England. 5 
Ix the midſt of theſe conteſts, a contemptible earch 
popiſh ecclefiaftic, called Lalor, was ſeized in con- Letters, 
ſequence of the royal prociamation; a circumſtance MS. Trin. 
which ſerved to encreaſe the general clamour and Col. Dub. 
diſcontent of his party. He had exerciſed the of- 4 74 F 
fice of vicar general, in ſeveral dioceſes of BRL,” 
ſter, by virtue of a commiſſion from Rome. But 
fear ſo wrought upon this wretched idol of the po- 
pith party, that he made a formal declaration, con- 
firmed by oath, of the unlawfulneſs of his office,,, ., 
renouncing all foreign juriſdiction, and acknowledg- | tac 
ing the king's ſupremacy, in the ampleſt manner. caſe a? 
His party was ſcandalized at theſe conceſſions; and premu- 
to theſe he privately denied them. This was de- 
tected by government; and he defended it by the 
meaneſt equivocation. He confeſſed to have told 
his friends that he had never acknowledged the 
king's ſupremacy in ſpiritual cauſes, and it was 
true; forthe word in his confeſſion was ecclefoftical. 
He was brought to trial on the ſtatute of premunire 
of the ſixteenth of Richard the ſecond, to convince 


the 


1 4 
- 
. 
i 
. 9 
' . 
* 1 
* 
4 . 
1 0 
N 5 
. d 
pu; - 
þ7! 
: 4 
« . . 
\; | 
/ * 7 
2 4 - 
Ty 
0 \ 
: \ 
* g - 
4 11 
j % : 
. Pr, i 
my © 
* c 
: f k 
* 
: i WW 
#% | - 
* 4 
7 19 
» bl 4 » Wo 
C , 
1 4 
. * 
4 = 

od W. 

* 

N. 1 

* 

'F . 
4 l 
4 
2 1 
1 — 
* 

+ G 

1% : « * 
* U 

© i N 
8 þ 
of 14 
+ FA 
= - N 

0 4 bs f 

= TT 

£4 j 

is * " 

* 1 
_ Y 
\ ( 

. 
* * | 

'L 17 
4 * 

7 | 
y. . 
5 ** 

PM 43 = 7 
1 , l 
b * 

476 f 

, * i 

1 
* o 
= 
= 
ILSS - 
0 7 
a2 4 Hs 4 
4 
. 
1 
bel _ 
4 * 
i} ; : 
q * * 7 
7 N * 
_ 

* b * 
* o 

N 7 

1 
it 
\ 75 

© NH 


___ mw = uy 
CITY - 


— 

* — 
8 
3 


— — 
2 


7 "4 Z = [4 . - 8 
* — = \ 28 - _ — LE — — 
. ! — 
r 1323 . * — * ho 
tes 1 rler 2 b LPR © 2 — — 28 — —— 


£ 
— 
42 _ - 
” be as =» 
- + 4a ju * 4 
— of 
= — A . 2 


_ 1 
2 2 F 2% E 1 
r 2 
* - 
* 1 


436 


Chicheſ- 
ter's St. 
Let. MS. 


Cox, ex 
MSS. 
Lamb. 


HISTORY OF IRELAND. B. 1, 
the Iriſh that the late declarations of the royal fa. 


premacy were but an aſſertion of the ancient con- 
ſtitutional rights of the crown. But though con- 
demned, yet no ſentence appears to have been exe. 
cuted. * s counſellors recommended to the 
lord deputy, to reclaim recuſants by the gentle me. 
thods of inſtruction and — ny And the 
zeal of Sir Arthur Chicefter ended where it ſhould 
have begun, with an attempt to reform the eſtab. 
liſhed clergy, to enforce a particular attention to 
their — and to procure a tranſlation of the ſcrip- 
tures and common prayer into the Iriſh language, 
for the inſtruction af the ignorant natives. 

Tux confidence with which the recuſants of the 
Pale had demanded the toleration of their religion, 
the afſiduity, the apparent inveteracy and inſolence 
of their party, together with a ſerious reflection on 
the influence of popiſh emiſſaries, and the diſorders 
they had fomented in the late reign, tended natu- 
rally to keep the government in a ſtate of 
alarm and ſuſpicion ; and gave weight to every ru- 
mour of inſurrection . conſpiracy. A letter, 
dropt in the privy-· council chamber, intimated a 
traiterous ſcheme of rebellion formed, by the earls 


of Tirone and Tirconnel, and other Iriſh lords and 
_ gentlemen of the North; that they had ſolicited 


aſſiſtance from Spain and Bruflels, and intended to 
begin the war with ſurprizing the caftle of Dublin, 
and aſſaſſinating the lord deputy and council. It 
ſeems extraordinary that the Northerns, who were 
ſtill ſmarting with the chaſtiſement they had re- 
ceived in the late rebellion, whoſe conſequence and 
influence were confiderably diminiſhed, and who 
were very lately reconciled to government, and in- 
veſted with their honours and eſtates, ſhould pre- 
cipitately involve themſelves in the of a new 
rebellion. And yet it is certain, that on the very 
firſt alarm of government, Tirone and Tirconnel 
fled to the continent, and abandoned their vaſt 


| poſſeſſions 
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poſſeſſions to the diſpoſal of the crown. The writers Sulliv. 
of the Romiſn party have aſſerted, but without any 
proof or circumſtance of credibility, that they had 
been ſeduced into ſome private conferences, by one 
of the family of Saint Laurence, and aft-rwards 
betrayed by him to the lord deputy*. But had any 
art or treachery been uſed to render them obnoxious 
to the law, they had the fulleſt opportunity of ex- 
plaining the deep ſcheme, and leaving ſome memo- 
rials in vindication of their conduct, either in Spain 
or Rome, where they were entertained and protec- 
ted. But as no ſuch memorials have appeared, they 
ſeem to have 1 in the charge of conſpir- 
ing againſt the liſh government; and to have 
— — to thoſe of their own 
communion, as men who had ſacrificed their ho- 
nours and poſſeſſions to the freedomof their country, 
and the intereſts of religion. 
NoTHaixc could be more favourable to that paſſion 
which James indulged for reforming Ireland, by 
the 
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The account of this extraordinary flight of Tirone, which 
ſeems to have prevailed at this time in England, we find in a 
traft written by Carleton, biſhop of Chicheſter, entitled a 
Thankful Remembrance of God's Mercies, fc. The author 
tells us, on the authority of the then biſhop of Meath, that 
Mount „ prelate of Armagh, had a conteſf with Tirone 
for lands uſ from his ſee. O' Cahan, an Iriſhman, and 
creature of Tirone, was well acquainted with theſe 12:.ds, and 
the perſon beſt qualified to diſcover them to the pcie, and 

liſh his right. For this purpoſe he freely offered h! jer- 
vices, and ſolemnly bound himſelf to ſupport the archbiſhop 
in his claim. Mountgomery was thus encouraged to commence 
his ſuit, Tirone was ſummoned to appear before the privy 
council to anſwer his plaint. He heard of O'C:han's ſecret 
conferences with the primate. Conſcious of his own traiter- 
ous machinations, to which this Iriſhman was privy, he at 
once concluded that all his deſigns had been betrayed, and 
that the ſuit was nothing more than a pretence to get him into 
the power of government. His accomplices were readily poſ- 
ſeſſed with the ſame fears: and thus, by a precipitate flight, 
my diſcovered that treaſon, which their creature, Q'Cahan, 
really kept concealed, | 
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be 


1607. 


copied. 


ments concerning the ſame ; not in reſpect of any worth or 
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the introduction of Engliſh law and civility, thai 
the temerity of theſe Northerns, and their precipi. of 
tate flight. The greateſt and moſt valuable part d gi 


Ulſter was thus abandoned to his diſpoſal, and ct 


opened a fair field for the exerciſe of that policy in 
which he affected to excel. To take the ſpeedieſ 
advantage of this incident, judges were inſtantly 
diſpatched into the counties of Tirone and Tircon. 
nel; ſome of the conſpirators, who had been ſeized, 


earls, with other fugitives of inferior note, were 
attainted by proceſs of outlawry, according to the 
courſe of common law. To guard againſt the cla 
mours of popiſh agents, who were ready to com- 
plain that theſe lords had been treated with ſeverity 
on account of their conſcientious profeſſion of the 
Romiſh faith, a * royal proclamation was iffued, in 
whith the king declared, that they had not the leaf 

ſhadoy 


+ This proclamation is extant among the MSS. of the Lam. 
beth library, M. No. 617. p. 96. from whence it 1s here 


Ty wm LL 1H 

A Proclamation, touching the Earls of Tirone and Tirconnel, 

Seeing it is common and natural in all perſons of what con- 
dition ſoever, to ſpeak and judge variably of all new and ſud- 
den accidents; and that the flight of the earles of Tirone and 
Tirconnel, with ſome others of their followers out of the 
north parts of our realm of Ireland, may haply prove a ſub- 
ject of like diſcourſe : We have thought it not amiſs to deliver 
ſome ſuch matter in publique, as may better cleare mens judge- 


o ends ITE. rar. grrüpg ss 2E 2.8 


value in theſe mens perſons, being baſe and rude in their ori- 
ginall, but to take away all ſuch inconveniences as may ble- 
mith the reputation of that friendſhip, which ought to be mu- 
tually obſerved betweene us and other princes. For although 
it is not unlikely, that the report of their titles and dignities, 
may draw from princes and ſtates ſome ſuch courteſies at their 
firſt coming abroad, as are incident to men of extraordinary 
rancke and qualitie : yet, when wee have taken the beſt means 
wee can to lay them open in every condition, wee ſhall then 
expect from our friends and neighbours all ſuch juſt and noble 
proceedings as ſtand with the rules of honour and 8 
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ſhadow of moleſtation, that there was no purpoſe 
of proceeding againſt them in matters of reli- 
gion; that their manners were ſo barbarous and un- 
chriſtian as to make it unreaſonable to trouble them 
N about 


and from our ſubjects, at home and abroad, that duety and 
obedience (in their carriage toward them) which they owe to 
us by inſeperable bonds and obligations of nature and loyaltie, 
whereof wee intend to take ſtreight accompt. For which pur- 
poſe, wee do hereby firſt declare, that theſe perſons above- 
mentioned had not their creations or poſſeſſions in regard of 
any lineall or lawfull deſcent from anceſtors of blood or ver- 
tue; but were onely preferred by the late queene our ſiſter of 
famous memory, and by our ſelves, for ſome reaſons of ſtate 
before others, who for their qualitie and birth (in thoſe pro- 
vinces where they dwell) might better have challenged thoſe 
honours which were conferred upon them. Secondly, wee 
doe profeſs, that it is both knowen to us and our counſell 
here, and to our deputie and fate there, and fo ſhall it ap- 
peare to the world (as cleare as the ſunne) by evident proofes, 
that the onely ground and motive of this high contempt in 
theſe mens departure, hath been the private knowledge and 
inward terrour of their owne guiltineſſe: whereof, becauſe 
wee heare that they doe ſeeke to take away the blot and infa- 
mie, by divulging that they have withdrawen themſelves for 
matter of religion (a cloake that ſerves too much in theſe days 
to cover many evil intentions) adding alſo thereunto, ſome 
other vaine pretexts of receiving injuitice, when their rights 
and claims have come in queſtion betwee ne them and us, or 
any of our ſubjects and them, wee think it not impertinent 
to ſay ſomewhat thereof. | 

And therefore, although wee judge it needleſſe to ſeeke for 
many arguments to confirme whatſoever ſhall be ſaid of theſe 
mens corruption and falſhood (whoſe hainous offences remaine 
ſo freſh in memorie, ſince they declared themſelves fo very 
or monſters in nature, as they did nct onely withdraw themſelves 
[l- from their perſonal obedience to their ſoveraigne, but were 
le- content to ſell over their native countrey, to thoſe that ſtood 
u- at that time in the higheſt terms of hoſtilitie with the two 
gh crownes of England and Ireland) yet, to make the abſurditie 
es, and ingratitude of the allegations abovementioned, fo much 
eir BY the more cleare to all men of equall judgement, wee doe here- 
ry Wi by profeſſe in the worde of a kiuge, that there never was fo 
ns much as any ſhadowe of moleſtation, nor purpoſe of proceed- 
en ing in any degree againſt them for matter concerning religion. 
le Such being their condition and profeſſion, to thinke murder no 
Ps fault, marriage of no uſe, nor any man worthy to be *. 

| ed 
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about any modes of faith and worſhip, until it 
could be perceived that they had any — * at all; 
that they had ſtirred up ſedition and inteſtine rebel- 
lion, by their agents had applied to foreign powers 
for aſſiſtance, and under pretence of ſhaking off the 
yoke of Engliſh government, meditated nothing 


leſs than the extirpation of all the king's ſubjects 


in Ireland of the old Engliſh race. 


ed valiant that did not glorie in rapine and oppreſſion; as wee 
ſhould have thought it an unreaſonable thing to trouble them 
for any different point in religon, before any man could per- 
ceive by their converſation, that they made truely conſcience 
of any religion. So do wee alſo for the ſecond part of their 
excuſe affirm, that (notwithſtanding all that they can claime, 
mult be acknowledged to proceed from meere grace upon their 
ſubmiſſion, after their great and unnaturall treaſons) there 
hath never come any queſtion concerning their rights or pol- 
ſeſſions, wherein wee have not bene more inclinable to doe them 
favour than to any of their competitours, except in thoſe ca- 
ſes wherein wee have plainly diſcerned that their onely end 
was to have made themſelves by degrees more able than now 
they are, to reſiſt all lawfull authoritie (when they ſhould re- 
turne to their vomit again) by uſurping a power over other 
good ſubjects of ours, that dwell among them, better borne 
then they, and utterly diſclaiming from any dependancie up- 

on them. | 
Having now delivered thus much concerning theſe mens eſ- 
tates and their proceedings, wee will onely end with this con- 
cluſion, that they ſhall not be able to denie, whenſoever they 
ſhould dare to preſent themſelves before the ſeate of juſtice, 
that they have (before the running out of our kingdom) not 
onely entered into combination for ſtirring ſedition and inteſ- 
tine rebellion, but have directed divers inſtruments, as well 
prieſtes as others, to make offers to foreign ſtates and princes 
(if they had bene as ready to receive them) of their readineſſe 
and reſolution to adhere to them whenſoever they ſhould ſeeke 
to invade that kingdom. Wherein, amongſt other things, 
this 1s not to be forgotten, that under the condition of being 
made free from Engliſh government, they reſolved alſo to 
comprehend the utter extirpation of all thoſe ſubjects that are 
now remayning alive within that kingdom, formerly deſcend- 
ed from the Engliſh race. In which practices and propoſi- 
tions, followed and fomented by prieſtes and jeſuites (of whoſe 
function in theſe times the practiſe and perſwaſion of ſubjects 
to rebell againſt their ſoveraignes, is one ſpecial and eſſential 
part 


Bur 
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Bur whatever advantages were expected from 
theſe treaſonable attempts of the Northerns, the 
projects of the king and his miniſters were for ſome 
time ſuſpended by a real and effectual inſurrection, 


though not of the greateſt moment. Sir Cahir Cox. ex 
O'Dogherty (for he had received the honour ofMs. 
knighthood) proprietor of Inniſhowen and the ad- Lamb. 


jacent diſtrict, in che pride of youth, and the bar- 
barous prepoſſeſſions of an Iriſh chieftain, deter- 


mined to aſſert his independency, and bid defiance 


to Engliſh government. Sir Henry Dowckra, who, 
in the late reign had been employed to plant a 
powerful Engliſh garriſon at Loughfoyle, aſſigned 
the government of Derry to Sir George Paulet, and 


committed the neighbouring fort of Culmore to 


Hart, a valiant Engliſh officer. O'Dogherty pre- 
tended to live in amity with Hart; but watching 
his opportunity, invited him to his houſe, and there 
threatened him with immediate death, if Culmore 
were not inſtantly reſigned. The Engliſh officer 
diſdainfully refuſed to betray his truſt, although a 
number of ruffians burſt into the chamber, and held 
their weapons at his throat. The wives of Hart 

and O'Dogherty entered opportunely to prevent 
| „„ their 


part and portion) as they have found no ſuch encouragement 
as they expected and have boaſted of; ſo wee doe aſſure our- 
ſelves, that when this declaration ſhall bee ſeene and duely 
weighed with all due circumſtances, it will bee of force ſuffi- 
cient to diſperſe and to diſcredit all ſuch untrueths, as theſe 
contemptible creatures, ſo full of infidelity and ingratitude, 
ſhall diſgorge againſt us, and our juſt and moderate proceed- 
ing, and ſhall procure unto them no better uſage than they 
would wiſh ſhould be affcrded to any ſuch packe of rebells, 
borne their ſubjects, and bound unto them in ſo many and ſo 
great obligations. | 


Given at our palace of Weſtminſter, the fifteenth day of 
November, in the fifth yeere of our reigne of Great 


Britain, France, and Ireland. 
GOD cvs cos KING 
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their barbarous execution ; but the Iriſh chieftain 
ſo wrought on the terrours of his female gueſt, 
that, while her huſband was detained a priſoner, the 
unhappy woman conſented to attend him to Cul- 
more, and by a fictitious tale gained admittance into 
the fort for him and his ruffians. Her own life and 
that of her huſband were indeed ſpared ; but her 
brother, and the whole garriſon, were inſtantly 
maſſacred by the Iriſh. Their chieftain, in his bru- 
tal triumph, proceeded to attack the town and fort 
of Derry; they were taken with little reſiſtance, 
and the garriſon put to the ſword, together with the 
commander, Paulet, who was ſaid to have parti- 
cularly provoked the vengeance of O'Dogherty, 
by ſtriking him on ſome occaſion of diſpute. The 
town was thus abandoned to the rapine of the Iriſh, 
who, when they had plundered it of every thing 
valuable, burnt it to the ground, and haſtened to 
attack ſome other Engliſh ſtations. The inſurrec- 
tion thus grew more conſiderable ; but though the 
vanity of the Iriſh leader infpired him with vaſt 


expectations of aſſiſtance, both from his country- 


men and from foreign powers, yet the terror of a vi- 
gilant government effectually awed the diſaffected. 
Wingfield, marſhal of the army, was detached a- 
gainſt the rebels with a conſiderable body. At his 
approach, their garriſon ſet fire to Culmore and re- 
tired; but O'Dogherty ſtill continued the war, in 
the manner of his countrymen, appearing ſuddenly, 
harraſſing the enemy, and retiring. Elated with 


ſome petty advantages, he even ventured to iſſue 
from his woods, and make head 


againſt the lord 
deputy, who had marched to the aſſiſtance of Wing- 
field; but an accidental ſnot put an end, at once 


to his life and the inſurrection he had raiſed and 


maintained for five months. His followers dif 
cd to their ſeveral retreats; and ſome of them who 
fell into the hands of the royaliſts, were executed 


THESE 
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Task repeated efforts of the native Iriſh to 
harraſs and diftreſs that government which they 
could have no rational expectations of ſubduing, 
only ſerved to confirm their ſubjection. By their 
conſpiracies and rebellions a vaſt tract of land eſ- 
cheated to the crown in ſix northern counties, Tir- 
connel, now called Donnegal, Tirone, Derry, Fer- 
managh, Cavan, and Armagh, amounting to about 
five hundred thouſand acres; a tract of country 
covered with woods, where robbers and rebels 
found a ſecure ſhelter, defolated by war and famine, 
and deſtined to lie waſte, without the deliberate 
and vigorous interpoſition of Engliſh government. 
James, who affected to derive his glory from the 
arts of peace, reſolved to diſpoſe of theſe lands in 
ſuch a manner as might introduce all the happy 
conſequences of peace and cultivation, The ex- 
perience of age bears the moſt honourable teſti- 
mony to the deſign: and Ireland muſt gratefully 
acknowledge that here were the firſt foundations 
laid of its affluence and ſecurity. 
James was no ſtranger to the errors and miſcar- 
riages of the plantation formed in Munſter, by 
his predeceſſor; and had a juſt conception of the 
importance of his preſent ſcheme. He proceeded 
with deliberation ; he enquired, conſulted, and en- 
couraged men of experience and abilities to pro- 
poſe their plans. The thoughts of lord Bacon on 
this ſubject had been more preciſe and accurate, if 
his great genius had been aſſiſted by a competent Carte, 
knowledge of the ſtate of Ireland. But the man whole Life of Wn 
counſels were of greateſt ſervice on this intereſting Orm. p. uy 
occaſion, was Sir Arthur Chicheſter, now lord de- 5 140 
puty of this realm. He had capacity, judgment, 
firmneſs, and experience, and was already diſtin- 
guiſned by his ſervices both in war and peace. 
What was of greateſt conſequence, no man was 
better acquainted with the territories to be planted, 
the ſtate of the inhabitants, their characters, ex- 
Pectations, and pretenſions; fo that none could be 
„ FI better 
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better qualified to propoſe a ſcheme for the planta. 


tion, or to direct the execution of it. He cauſed 
ſurveys to be taken of the ſeveral counties where 
the new ſettlements were to be eſtabliſhed, deſcribed 
particularly the ſtate of each, pointed out the fitua- 
tions proper for the erection of towns and caſtles, 
delineated the characters of the Iriſh chieftains, the 
manner in which they ſhould be treated, the tem. 
per and circumſtances of the old inhabitants, the 
rights of new purchaſers, and the claims of both, 
the impediments which had obſtructed former plan- 
EO tations, and the methods of removing them. 

Ibid, Ar his inſtances it was reſolved, that the perſons 
to whom lands were aſſigned, ſhould he either new 
undertakers from Great Britain, and eſpecially from 
Scotland, where it was ſuppoſed, that the inhabi- 

tants might be readily tempted to remove, by a 
ſhort and eaſy paſſage, into a country more fertile 
than their own ; or SERVITORS, as they were called, 
that is, men who had for ſome time ſerved in Ire- 
land either in military or civil offices; or old Iriſh 
chieftains and inhabitants. In the laft fort were in- 
cluded even thofe Iriſh who had engaged in the re- 
bellion of Tirone, and ſtill harboured their ſecret 
diſcontents. To gain them, if poſſible, by favour 
and lenity, they were treated with particular indul- 
gence. Their under-tenants and ſervants were al- 

lowed to be of their own country and religion; and 

while all the other planters were obliged to take 

the oath of ſupremacy, they were tacitly exempted. 

eee The ſervitors were allowed to take their tenants ei- 

6 iſter, S ther from Ireland or Britain, ſo that no recuſants 

Harris's were admitted ; the Britiſh undertakers were con- 
Hibernica fined to entertain Engliſh and Scottiſh only. 

| In the plantations of Elizabeth, Iriſh and Eng- 

liſh had been mixed together, from a fond imagi- 

nation that the one would have learned civility and 

induſtry from the other. But experience had now 

diſcovered, that by this intercourſe the Iriſh m_— 
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ed only to envy the ſuperior comforts of their Eng- 
liſh neighbours, and to take the advantage of a 
free acceſs to their houſes, to ſteal their goods, and 
plot againſt their lives. It was, therefore, now Carte. 
deemed neceſſary to plant them in ſeparate quarters; Orm. 
and in the choice of theſe fituations, the errors of 
former times were carefully corrected. The original 
Engliſh adventurers, on their firſt ſettlement in Ire- 
land, were captivated by the fair appearance of - 
the plain and open diſtricts. Here they erected 
their caftles and habitations; and forced the old na- 
tives into the woods and mountains, their natural 
fortreſſes : thither they drove their preys, there 
they kept themſelves unknown, living by the milk 
of their kine, without huſbandry or tillage ; there 
they encreaſed to i..inite numbers by promiſcuous 
generation; and there they held their aſſemblies, 
and formed their conſpiracies without diſcovery. 
But now, the northern Iriſh were deſtined to the 
moſt open and acceſſible parts of their country, 
where they might lie under the conſtant inſpection 
of their neighbours, and be gradually habituated 
to agriculture and the mechanic arts. To the Britiſh 
adventurers were aſſigned places of the greateſt 
ſtrength and command; to the ſervitors, ſtations 
of moſt danger, and greateſt advantage to the ſer- 
vice of the crown: but as this appeared a peculiar 
hardſhip, they were allowed guards and entertain- 
ment, until the country ſhould be quietly and com- 
pletely planted. „ 
IxELAxp had for ages experienced the inconve- 
nience of enormous grants to particular lords, at- 
tended with ſuch privileges as obſtructed the admi- 
niſtration of civil government: and even in the late 
reeign, favourite undertakers had been gratiſied with 
ſuch portions of land, as they were by no means Fa 
4 able to plant. But, by the preſent ſcheme, the Project for Warp 
: lands to be planted were divided in three different an, Wu 
a proportions; the greateſt to conſiſt of two thouſand ind in WH 
| F f4 Engliſh 40 
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Engliſh acres, the leaſt cf one thouſand, and the 
middle of fifteen hundred. One half of the ef. 
cheated lands, in each county, was afligned to the 
ſmalleft, the other moiety divided between the other 
proportions : and the general diſtrubutions being 
thus aſcertained, to prevent all diſputes between 
the undertokers, their ſettlements in the reſpective 


diſtricts were to be determined by lot. 


Orders for ESTATES were aſſigned to all, to be held of them | 
the plant-and their heirs : the undertakers of two thouſand 
ers ot Ul-:cres were to hold of the king in capite; thoſe of 


Her. bad. 


fifteen hundred, by knight's ſervice; thoſe of a 
thouſand, in common ſocage. The firſt were to 
build a caſtle and encloſe a ſtrong court-yard, or 
bawn, as it was called, within four years; the ſe- 


. cond to finiſh an houſe and bawn within two years; 


and the third to encloſe a bawn : for even this rude ' 


ſpecies of fortification was accounted no inconſi- 


derable defence againſt the incurſions of an Iriſh 
enemy. Ihe firſt were to plant upon their lands, 
within three years, forty-eight able men of Engliſh 
or Scottiſh birth, to be reduced to twenty families; 
to keep a demeſne of fix hundred acres :n their 
own hands, to have four fee-farmers on a hundred 
and twenty acres each; fix leaſe-holders, each on 
one hundred acres; and on the reſt eight families 
of huſbandmen, artificers, and cottagers. The 
others were under the like obligations, proportio- 
nably. All were, for five years after the date of their 


| patents, to refide upon their lands, either in perſon, 


or by ſuch agents as ſhould be approved by the 
ſtate; and to keep a ſufficient quantity of arms for 


defence. The Britiſh and ſervitors were not to a- 


lienate their lands to mere Iriſh, or to demiſe any 
portions of them to ſuch perſons as ſhould refuſe to 
take the oaths to government : they were to let 
them at determined rents, and for no leſs term 
than twenty-one years, or three lives: their tenants 


houſes were to be built after the Engliſh _— 


Ch. 6. 


and united together in towns or villages. They 
had power to erect manors, to hold courts-baron, 
and to create tenures. The old natives, whoſe eſ- 
tates were granted in fee- ſimple, to be held in ſco- 
age, were allowed the like privileges. They were 
enjoined to ſet their lands at certain rents, and for 
the like terms as the other undertakers, to take no 
Iriſh exactions from their inferior tenants, and to 
oblige them to forſake their old Scythian cuſtom of 
wandering with their cattle from place to place for 
paſture, or CREAGHTING, as they called it; to dwell 
in towns, and conform to the Engliſh manner of 
tillage and huſbandry. An annual rent from all 
the lands was reſerved to the crown, for every ſixty 
| Engliſh acres, fix ſhillings and eight pence from 
the Britiſh undertakers, ten ſhillings from ſervitors, 
and thirteen ſhillings and four pence from Iriſh na- 
tives. But for two years they were exempt from 
ſuch payment; except the natives, who were not 
ſubje& to the charge of tranſportation. 
Wuar gave particular credit to this undertak- 


ing, was the capital part which the city of London Lett. of 
was perſuaded to aſſume in it. The king was ſen- Sir T. 
fible (as he expreſſed it) that When his enemies Philips. 


* ſhould hear that the famous city of London had 
a footing therein, they would be terrified from 
* looking into Ireland, the back-door to England 
and Scotland.” The ration accepted of 
large grants in the county of Derry, or London- Cor: 


Derry (for that was the new title both of the coun- © T 


ty and its capital city.) They engaged to expend 
twenty thouſand pounds on the plantation, to build 
the cities of Derry and Colrain, and ftipulated for 
ſuch privileges as might make their ſettlements 
convenient and reſpectable. As a competent force 


was neceſſary to protect this infant plantation, the Selden. 


king, to ſupport the charge, or at leaſt with this 
pretence, inſtituted the order of BaroNETs, an he- 
reditary dignity, to be conferred on a number not 
exceeding two hundred; each of whom, on paſſing 
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Carte, 
Orm. p. 
17, 18, 


ricks been embarraſſed, both by the uſurpations of 
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his patent, was to pay into the exchequer ſuch x 


ſum as would maintain thirty men in Ulſter, for 


three years, at eight pence daily pay. 
Bur ſcarcely had the lands been allotted to the 


different parentees, when conſiderable portions were 


reclaimed by the clergy as their rightful property“. 
And ſo far had the eſtates of the northern biſhop- 


the 


They were reclaimed by the title of TerMmoN, corp, 
and HERENACH lands. In the northern parts of Ireland; 
which had not been completely reduced, and where the pope 
ſtill diſpoſed of clerical dignities, the ancient eccleſiaſtical in- 
ſtitutions remained unaltered. And theſe terms were ſtran 
and inexplicable to Engliſh government. Jurors in the ſeve- 
ral inquſitions were required to give ſuch information about 
them as they could obtain. Sir John Davis endeavoured to 
inveſtigate the nature of the lands called Tex Mos, and of the 

rſons ſtyled corBes and yERENACHS; and it appears from 

is letter to lord Saliſbury, among the MSS. of Trinity Cal- 
lege, Dublin, that he thought them peculiar to the mere Iriſh 
countries of all other parts of Chriſtendom. The learned 
doctor james Uſher employed his abilities on this occaſion 
with more ſucceſs, inveſtigated their nature and origin, and 
demonſtrated the fimilitude of the ancient eccleſiaſtical inſtitu- 
tions of Ireland, to thoſe of other countries of Europe. T he 
original of his tract, on this ſubje&, ſtill remains in the ſame 
repoſitory of papers relative to Iriſh aftairs. 5 

The following is the ſubſtance of it, omitting the learn 
authorities produced by the author. 

In old times it was provided, that whoever founded a church 
ſhould endow it with certain lands for the maintenance of di- 
vine worſhip therein. The founder was to deliver to the bi- 
ſhop an inſtrument of ſuch donation, before the church could 
be dedicated: and from thenceforward the ordering and diſ- 
poſing of theſe lands pertained entirely to the biſhop. 

In conſequence of ſuch donations theſe lands became ex- 
empt from all charges of temporal lords, were entitled to che 
right of ſanctuary and other immunities. Hence they were 
called 1 EARUIR or TERMON, that is PRIVILEGED lands. 
They were occupied by laymen, both villains and free tenants 
who huſbanded the ſame, both for the behoof of themſelves and 
families, and likewiſe for the uſe of the church: and were 
called eccleſiaſlical tenants. Servi et bomines eccleſiaſtict. _ 

To receive and to apply the rents paid by ſuch tenants, it 


was thought neceſſary that every church ſhould have its æco- 
nomus ot 6rchdeacon, called by the Iriſh cireinneach or herenach, 


661 mean, 
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the Iriſh lords, and the claims of patentees, that 
they ſcarcely afforded a competent, much leſs an 


honourable provifion for men of worth and learn- 
ing; while the ſtate of the parochial clergy was ſtill 


more deplorable. Moft of the northern churches 
had been either deſtroyed in the late wars, or fallen 
to ruin: the benefices were ſmall, and either ſhame- 
fully kept by the biſhops, in the way of commen- 
dam or ſequeſtration, or filled with miniſters as 
ſcandalous as their income. The wretched flock 
was totally abandoned; and for many years divine 
ſervice had not been uſed in any pariſh church of 


_ Viſter, 


© IT mean,” ſaith the author, the ancient archdiaconi, who 
© in degree, were inferior to the preſbyteri, not the archdea- 
« cons of higher rank that exerciſe juriſdiction under the 
« biſhop; and to that former kind of archdiaconi do I refer 
© the HERENACHS; Who therefore were ſo many in number 
<< in every dioceſe, and, for ought I can learn, were wont to 
© be admitted ad primum tonſuram, et diaconatum, and not 
« promoted ad preſbyterium.” | 
A number of theſe herenachs were again ſuperintended by 
an officer of greater dignity, called oog, co BAR, or 
COMHURBA ; Whom the author ſuppoſes to be the ſame with 
chorepiſcopus or archipreſbyter. The Iriſh clergy called him 
in Latin, plebanus, qui plebi eccleftaſtice matricis eccleſiæ pre- 


fuit. The name comburba, he obſerves, occurs frequently 


in the early annals of Ireland. But it is no impeachment of 
the learned prelate's accuracy to obſerve, that in theſe annals 


the word is taken evidently in another ſenſe, and ſignifies the 


prelate himſelf, or ſucceſſor of the firſt Iriſh ſaint who preſided 
in his dioceſe. Thus the comburba of Saint Patrick means the 
then archbiſhop of Armagh, the comburba of Kiaran, the 
biſhop of Clonmacnoiſe. And ſo the word is explained by 
Colgan in his Trias-Thaumatur | 
The herenachs, under the direction and care of the corbe:, or 
chorepiſcopi, reſided on the termon lands, and diſtributed their 


profits to the biſhop, the inferior clergy, to the repairs of 


churches, and the maintenance of hoſpitality, in the propor- 
tions eſtabliſhed in each dioceſe. They, like other ecclefi- 
aſtics in early times, were under no injunctions of celebacy ; 
their office and dignity, with the emolument annexed to them, 
deſcended therefore frequently to their children, and the lands 

> oxen were held by their particular ſept, in ſuc. 


— —— 2 > 


1 
i. 
+ 
. " i 
- L 
1 1 
4 
=. 
. 
1 
| 
= * 
T 
| * 
1 7X8 
I 
: * 4 
3.33 
, - 
LIT. 
' "x 
| 1 
| : 
** 
1 . 
1 
+ | : 
14 = 
a - 
05 
' EY by 
+4 
4 
71 
= - 1 
1 P 
ö 4+ 
: 1 
+ : 
5 . 
. N 
|: 
* 


= 8 1 — 
5 2 wo - 
— — — r * us * 
var * 1 
_—_ —— 
TY? : "Wo 


— - = * * 
- 4 
* 
CY 


4 * — 2 0 
T. - xp © - . 

— — 1 3 

— A 
wy 


2 2 
* - 0 " 
COD — 3 2 
- K md *,v 
_— p, * 
o_ 
_— 
F - - 
- l — —— Mo crate, 
— — 1 - = 


450 


HISTORY OF IRELAND. B. Iv. 


Ulſter, except in cities or great towns. To remedy 
theſe abuſes, and to make ſome proper proviſion 
for the inſtruction of a people immerſed in lamen. 


table ignorance; the king ordained, that all eccle. 


ſñaſtical lands ſhould be reſtored to their reſpective 
ſees and churches; and that all lands ſhould be 
deemed ecclefiaſtical, from which biſhops had in 


former times received rents or penſions ; that com. 


potitions ſhould be made with the patentees for the 
ſite of cathedral churches, the reſidences of biſhops 
and dignitaries, and other church-lands, which were 
not intended to be conveyed to them; who were to 
receive equivalents, if they compounded freely: 


elſe, to be deprived of their patents, as the king 
was deceived in his grant; and the poſſeſſions re. 


ſtored to the church. N 
To provide for the inferior clergy, the biſhops 
were obliged to refign all their impropriations, and 
relinquiſh the tythes paid them out of pariſhes, to 
the reſpective incumbents, for which ample recom- 
pence was made out of the king's lands. Every 
proportion allotted to undertakers was made a 
pariſh, with a parochial church to each. The in- 
cumbents, befides their tythes and duties, had 


glebe-lands aſſigned to them of fixty, ninety, or 
one hundred and twenty acres, according to the 


extent of their pariſhes. To provide for a ſucceſ- 
ſion of worthy paſtors, free-ſchools were endowed 
in the principal towns, and conſiderable grants of 
lands conferred on the univerfity of Dublin, toge- 
ther with the advowſon of fix parochial churches, 
three of the largeſt, and three of the middle pro- 


Portion, in each county. 


Sven was the general ſcheme of this famous 
northern plantation, ſo honourable to the king, and 
of ſuch conſequence to the realm of Ireland. Its 
happy effects were immediately perceived, * 
the execution by no means correſponded with the 
original idea, Buildings were ſlowly erected; — 
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tiſh tenants were found difficult to be] 


in Pynnar's 


ſufficient numbers; the old natives were at hand, Sarvey. 


offered higher rents, and were received into thoſe 


diſtricts from which it was intended to excludePhillips's 
them. In this particular, the Londoners were ac-i-*tizr. 


cuſed of being notoriouſly delinquent. They a&- 
ed entirely by agents; their agents were intereſted 
and indolent, and therefore readily countenanced 
this dangerous intruſion of natives. Later times 
found reaſon to lament the fatal conſequences of 
this error. For the preſent, however, a number of 
loyal and induſtrious inhabitants were poured into 
the northern counties, confiderable improvements 
made by the planters, and many towns erected. To 
encourage their induſtry, and to advance his own 

project, the king was pleaſed to incorporate icveral 
of theſe towns, ſo as to give them a right of re- 
preſentation in the Iriſh parliament; a righs Which 
they had ſoon occaſion to exert. 
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C 2 A ©. VIL 
Adminiſtration of Chicheſter acceptable to James.— 


Cauſes of diſcontent in Ireland —from biscovxkxzs, 
rom penal ſtatutes —T emper of the recuſant; 
and puritans.—Defign of holding an Iriſh parlia. 
ment—alarming to the recuſants.—Petition of the 
lords of the Pale. Managements of Elefigns—. 
The recuſaut party elevated and turbulent —Ciy. 
| teſts on the opening the Parliament. —T umultuou 
proceedings in eiecting a Speaker —Obſtinacy of the 
recuſants.— Moderation of Chicheſter — diſagrecali 
to the puritans.— Agents of the recuſant party, au 
their petition to the king.—-Fis reception of the 
agents.—-Inſtance of their confidence.-—Chicheſt 
ſummoned into England —-Final anſwer of the 
king to the petition of the recuſants.—Sefſion | 
the Iriſh parliament.— Mutual good temper of tht 
recuſants and the adminiſtration —Laws, —ſubſidis 
favourably received —-Convocation at Dublin.— 
Articles of religion compiled by Uſber.—A conſji- 
racy immediately detected and ſuppreſſed —Schem 
for the plantation of ſeveral counties in Leinſter — 
Adminiſtration of Sir Oliver Saint-Jobn unpopular. 
— Commiſſioners ſent from London to enquire int! 
the flate of Ireland. —Saint-Fobn recalled and r. 
warded.— Lord Faulkland chief governor, —Ujper 
offends the recuſants. 


AMES was fo well pleaſed with the progrel* 
of his ſchemes of reformation, and the condud 

of his Iriſh deputy, that, with his uſual liberality 
to favourites, he veſted Sir Arthur Chichefter with 
the territory of Inniſhowen, and all the lands late- 
ly poſſeſſed by O'Dogherty; a tract of country far 
exceeding the allotments generally made to north- 
ern undetakers. The adminiſtration of this gover- 
nor 
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bath of ſupremacy was a qualification neceſſary for 
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nor was indeed active, vigilant, cautious, and firm, 
ſuited to a country ſcarcely emerging to tranquil- 

lity and order; where diſaffection was yet unex- 
tinguiſhed, and diſcontents were publicly and bold- 

ly avowed. In the confufion of all former times, Carte, 
lands had neceſſarily been concealed and detained Orm. 
from the crown. Adventurers were encouraged 

by the numerous donations of eftates, and the eaſe 
with which afluent fortunes were obtained in Ire- 
land; they ranſacked old records, they detected 
ſuch concealments; were countenanced by the ſtate; 
they diſpoſſeſſed the old inhabitants, or obliged 
them to compound for their intruſion ; they were 
veſted with portions of their lands, or otherwiſe 
rewarded. This was a ſource of many grievous 
abuſes (as was afterwards experienced) but as yet, 

the penal laws enacted againſt recuſants were the 
capital ſubje& of complaint. 

Tux weekly fine, impoſed by law on thoſe who Chichet. 
refuſed to attend the eſtabliſhed worſhip, was nei- ter's State 
ther generally nor ſeverely exacted. The law was Letters, 
at this time executed only in the county of Dub-M 1 
lin; and Chicheſter expreſsly aſſerts, that the an- COS. 
nual amount of fines here impoſed on recuſants, did 
not exceed the ſum of fourteen or fifteen pounds, 
The poor promiſed compliance, and their arrears 
were readily forgiven; the rich, when preſented as 
recuſants, enjoyed too much of favour from their 
countrymen, for any jury to find a verdid againſt 
them; and when jurors, who found verdicts in di- 
rect oppoſition to the cleareſt evidence, were cited 
to the ftar-chamber (or caſtle-chamber, as it is 
ſometimes called) the ſeverity only ſerved to en- 
creaſe the clamour. But it was not the penalties to 
which recuſants were expoſed, which was conſidered 
as the greateſt grievance: perſons of rank, fortune, 
and endowments, were more provoked at the legal 
diſabilities contracted by recuſancy. Taking the 


the 
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the enjoyment of any office, ſervice, or promotion. 
No one could be preferred to any degree of learning 
in an univerſity, none could ſue very of his lands 
or ouſter le main out of the hands of the king, or do 
him homage in order to have poſſeſſion of his eſ- 
tate, without previouſly taking this oath. No peer 
or ſubject of conſequence, who refuſed it, could be 
admitted to the degree of a privy counſellor, or 
take any part in the adminiſtration of government; 
none could legally act as magiſtrates or juſtices of 
the peace: nor could recuſant lawyers, a powerful 
body of men, be regularly admitted to plead at the 
bar, much leſs advanced to the ſtation of judges. 
And although the laws were greatly relaxed in the 
execution, though numbers of magiſtrates, juſtices 
of the peace, and lawyers, were never once requir- 
ed to take the oaths, except on ſome extraordinary 
occaſions of inſolence and outrageous defiance of 
government; yet, the ſpirit of the old Engliſh 
race, and the pride of the Iriſh natives, could not 
endure to owe thoſe advantages to a precarious 
connivance, which they were taught to claim 
right. The lords and principal inhabitants of the 
Pale, had long fince complained of that total ne- 
glect and contempt, with which government had 
treated them ; and were now particularly provok- 
ed at thoſe additional diſqualifications which bar- 
red every poſſibility of acceſs to offices of truſt or 
honour. > 
Men, whoſe religious principles expoſe them to 
grievous 2 — 7 fk are particularly 
bound to examine thoſe principles with care and 


accuracy, leaft they facrifice the interefts of them- | 


ſelves and their poſterity to an illufion. But that 
indolence and acquieſcence to which the errors of 
is wot reduce the mind, added to the ſhame of 
deſerting their communion, ſeem to have kept back 
theſe men from any advances towards conformity. 
United in opinions and intereſts, they formed a nu- 


fem L 


merous and dangerous party, the more dangerous, 
as they were not ready to break out into headſtrong 
rebellion, without any rational ſcheme or concert; | Wh!!! 
but practiſed ſecretly againſt adminiftration, with Wil |. 
profeiſions of the moſt zealous and determined loy- Bid 
alty. The friends of government were by no means 
inſenfible to the danger. Many of them had but 
ately paſſed into Ireland, with dreadful apprehen- 
fions of the natives; many had imbibed a full por- 
tion of what was then called the puritanic ſpirit, 
and were diſtinguiſhed by their zeal againſt popery 
and its profeſſors. It is ſcarcely poſſible, but that a 
difference in religious opinions ſhould lead directly 
to perſonal rancour and averſion, unleſs men's miuds 
are fully poſſeſſed with the genuine ſpirit of Chriſ- 
tianity, or unleſs they have arrived at that indiffe- 
rence to religion (conſidered in any other light but 
as a political engine) which modern times have dig- 
nified with the name of philoſophy. In the ordi- 
nary courſe of things we are not to expect, that the 
firſt of theſe principles ſhould have its perfect in- 
fluence; and the latter was as yet unknown. Sects 
and ſyſtems of religion were matters of importance, 
The reformed looked with abhorrence on the parti- 
zans of idolatry and the imps of Anti-Chrift ; the 
Romaniſt 8with equal rancour inveighed againſt he- 
rely and apoſtacy, the blind miniſters of Satan and 
children of perdition. 

Taz lord deputy juſtly dreaded the conſequence Iss. 
of ſuch diſſenſion, and urged the neceſſity of en- Lamb. 
forcing the authority of government, in a country T. T. fol. 
where it was frequently negle&ed, and ſometimes *3—#7* 
inſulted. To ſupport the arrangements lately made, 
to remove real grievances, to repreſs cauſeleſs diſ- 
contents, and to ſecure the adminiſtration againſt 
all attempts of turbulence and diſaffection, it was 
deemed neceſſary to convene a parliament in Ire- 
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held in this kingdom; and the material alterations 


the legiſlative aſſembly. Seventeen additional coun. 


the lord deputy was daily increafing, by virtue of 


their grievances, and to conſider of proviſions far 


thoſe who refuſed to abandon the Romiſh commu 


tion of the royal intentions to call a parliament in 


HISTORY OF IRELAND. B. IV. 


which had tince been made in the ſtate of this coun. 
try, promiſed to give extraordinary conſequence to 


ties, and a number of new- created boroughs, which 


a royal commithon, indicated a ſcheme of gener] 
repreſentation, in which the inhabitants of every 
order, wi:ether of the old Eugliſn extraction, or the 
new Britiſh ſettlers, cr the original Iriſh native, 
ſhould meet together to make laws for the good of 
themſelves and their poſterity. Publication wa 
made of the king's intentions to form ſuch an af. 
ſembly, and the ſubjects were invited to exhibit 


the public welfare. 

Bur the novelty of this defign, and the nature 
of the aſſembly to be convened, ſerved to awaken 
all the fears of the numerous party of recuſants 
The ſummoning: a parliament after ſo long an inter. 
val, muſt be, as tey conceived, for ſome purpoſe 
of moment; and what theſe purpoſes might be 
they knew not, as they were not admitted to any 
communication with the lord deputy. A number 
of new boroughs, moſt of them inconſiderable, and 
many too poor to afford wages to their repreſents 
tives, muſt entirely be influenced by government, 
and muſt return its creatures and immediate de- 
pendents. Such an acceſſion of power could not 
fail to encourage the adminiſtration to act without 
reſerve, and to purſue the dictates of its paſſions 
and reſentments. Some additional ſeverities againſt 


nion, ſome additional penal ſtatutes, or at leaſt the 
revival of thoſe already made, were naturally dread- 
ed. But the party was too ſpirited and too conſci- 
ous of their power to await the event, in helpleſ 
ſubmiſſion and deſpondency. On the firſt declara 


Ireland, 
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Ireland, fix lords of diſtinguiſhed conſequence in 
the Pale, Gormanſton, Slane, Kileen, Trimbleſton, 
Dunſany, and Lowth, addreſſed a letter to the king 
in which they boldly expreſs their apprehenſions 
from a defign of convening a parliament, without 
any communication of the laws therein to be en- 
ated, vouchſafed to them or others of the nobility, 
from the creation of new boroughs, and the rigor- 
ous execution of penal ſtatutes; plainly intimating, 
that theſe courſes, in the general opinion of the 
Iriſh ſubjects hard and exorbitant, tended to en- 
courage the diſaffected with expectation of public 
diſorders, and gave occaſion to rebels to aſperſe the 
king's government in foreign courts; the conſe- 
quences of which they ſubmit to his princely con- 
fideration ; praying, that the creation of boroughs 
be ſuſpended, till time and traffic ſhall make places 
fit to be incorporated ; and aſſuring his majeſty, 
that if he ſhall be pleaſed to repeal the penal laws, 
he ſhall ſettle their minds in a firm and faithful 

ſubjection. 3 
Tut terms of this petition were too bold and 
diſreſpectful not to offend a prince habituated to the 
moſt abject flattery: and though qualified by that 
G g 2 compli- 


* The reader, of Ireland at leaſt, may not be diſpleaſed to 
ſee their letter at large. It is here inſerted from a copy of the 
Lambeth manuſcript. 

Moſt renouned and dread ſoveraigne, | 

The reſpective care of your highneſs's honour, with the ob- 
ligation that our bounden duty requireth from us, doth not 
permitt, that we, your nobility of this part of your majeity's 
realme of Ireland, commonly termed the ENGLISH PALE 
ſhould ſuppreſs and be ſilent in ought, which in the leaſt mea- 
ſure might ymport the honour of your majeſty's moſt royal 
perſon, the reputation of your happy government, or the good 
and quiet of your eſtates and countryes ; and therefore, are 
humbly bold to addreſſe theſe our ſubmiſſive lynes to your 
highneſs, and ſo much the rather, till that of late years it 
hath been a duty ſpecially required the nobility of this king- 
dom to advertiſe their princes your majeſty's moſt noble pro- 

genitors, 


* 
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complimentary ftrain fo grateful to his ear, James 
pronounced it to be raſn and infol:at. The depu- 
ty continued to encreaſe the new boroughs to the 
number of forty, of which ſeveral were not incor. 
porated until the writs for {11 nmoning a parliament 
had already iſſued. It was nzcellary to take every 

meaſure 


genitors, of all matters tending to their ſervice, and to the 
utility of the common-wealth. | 
Your majeſty's pleaſure for calling a parliament in this king. 
dom hath been lately divulged, but the matters therein to be 
propounded not made known unto us, and others of the no. 
bility ; we being, notwithſtanding of the grand councell of 
the realme, and may well be conceived to be the councell 
meant in the ſtatute made in king Henry the ſeventh's time, 
who ſhould joyn with the governour of this kingdom, in cer. 
ufying thither, what acts ſhould paſſe here in parliament; 
eſpecially, it being hard to exclude thoſe that in reſpect cf 
their eſtates and reſidence, next your majeſty, ſhould moſt 
likely underſtand what were fitteſt to be enacted and ordeyned 
for the good of their prince and country. 
Yet are we for our own parts well perſuaded they be ſuch 
as will comport with the good and reliefe of your majeſty's 
ſubjects, and give hopeful expectation of reſtauration of this 
lately torn and rended eſtate, if your majeſty have bene rightly 
entormed, they having (as it is ſaid) paſſed the cenſure of your 
highneſs's moſt rare and matchleſſe judgment. But th' externe 
and public courſe held (whereof men of all ſorts and qualities 
do take notice for the management thereof) hath generally 
bred ſo grievous an — as it is not in our power 10 
expreſſe, ariſing from a fearful ſuſpicion that the project of 
erecting ſo many corporations in places that can ſcantly paſſe 
the rank of the pooreſt villages, in the pooreſt country of 
Chriſteadome, do tend to nought eiſe at this time, but that 
by the voices of a few ſelected for the purpoſe, under the 
name of burgeſſes, extreme penal laws ſhould be ympoſed up- 
on your ſubje&s hre, contrary to the natures, cuſtoms, and 
diſpoſitions of them all in effect, and ſo the general ſcope and 
inſtitution of parliaments fruſtrated, they being ordeyned for 
the aſſurance of the ſubjects not to be proceſſed with any new 
edicts or laws, but ſuch as ſhould paſs with their general con- 
ſent and approbation. | 
Your majeſty's ſubjects here in generall do likewite very 
much diilaſte and exclayme againſt the depoſing of ſo many 
magiſtrates, in the cities and boroughs of this kingdome, for 
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not ſwearing th' oath of ſupremacy in ſpiritual and 2 
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meaſure for ſtrengthening the intereſt of Iriſh go- 


vernment, as the recuſants were indefatigable in 
forming their party. Agents were diſpatched from Carte- 
the Pale into every province to ſupport the electi-Orm. 
„„ ons 


tical cauſes, they proteſting a firm profeſſion of loyalty, and 
an acknowledgment of all ingly juriſdiction and authority 
in your highneſſe; which courſe, for that it was fo ſparingly 
and myldly carried on in the time of your late filter of famous 
memory, queen Elizabeth, and but now in your highneſſ?'s 
happy reign ſicſt extended unto the remote parts of this coun- 
try; doth ſo much the more affright, and diſquiet the minds 
of your well affected ſubjects here, eſpecially, they conceiving 
that by this means, thoſe that are moit ſathcien: and fitt to ex- 
erciſe and execute thoſe offices and places, are ſecluded and re- 
moved, and they dri ven to make choice of others conformable 
in that point, but otherwiſe very unfitt and uncapable to un- 
dertake the charges, being generally of the meaner ſort. Now, 
whether it conduced to the good of your eſtate, hereby to ſuf- 
fer the ſecret, home, evil affected ſubjects (of whom we wiſh 
there were none) to be tranſported with hope and expectation 
of the effects, which a general diſcontentment might in time 
produce, and to give ſcope to the rebells diſcontented of this 
nation abroad, to calumpniate and caſt an aſperſion upon the 
honor and integrity of your highneſſe's government, by diſ- 
playing in all countries, hingdoms, and eſtates, and inculcat- 
ing into the ears of foreign kings and princes, the foulneſs (as 
they will term it) of ſuch prctizes, we humbly leave to your 
majeſty*s moſt ſacred, high, and princely conſideration. And 
ſo, upon the knees of our loyal hearts, do humbly pray that 
your highneſſe will be graciouſly pleaſed not to give way to 
courſes, in the general opinion of your ſubjects here, ſo hard 
and exorbitant, as to erect towns and corporations of places 
conſiſting of ſome few poor and beggarly cottages, but that 
your highneſſe will give direction that there be no more erect- 
ed, till time, or traffick and commerce, do make places in the 
remote and unſettled countries here fit to be incorporated, and 
that your majeſty will benignly content yourſelf with the ſer- 
vice of underſtanding men to come as knights of the ſhires out 
of the chief countries to the parliament. And to th' end to 
remove from your ſubjects hearts thoſe fears and diſcontents. 
that your highneſſe further will be graciouſly pleaſed to give 
order that the proceedings of this parliament may be with the 
ſame moderation and indifferency as your moſt royal predeceſ- 
ſors have uſed in like caſes heretofore ; wherein, morever, if 
your highneſſe ſhall be pleaſed, out of your gracious clemen- 
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Carte. 


moſt of the privy counſellors, who ſtood for knights 
of the ſhire, were rejected, for the moſt factiou 


mall ſettle their minds in a moſt firm and faithful ſubjection 
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ons of their friends, and to entreat the aſſiſtance of 
every man of quality or intereſt, in this time of 
danger. The clergy preached the caule of religi. 
on, and denounced their excommunications on thoſe 
who ſhould preſume to vote againſt the friends of 
the holy Roman church. To the vulgar Iriſh they 
ſometimes proceeded yet farther; they aſſured them 
that Tirone was preparing to invade the kingdom, 
encouraging them to ſtand firm to the faith, which 
ſhould ſoon prove triumphant over all its enemies, 
The recuſant lawyers practiſed with thoſe of better 
condition. Promiſes, threats, and alarms, oaths of 
aſſociation, and all the deviſes of policy and fa&ion 
were employed to gain thoſe who could be of fer. 
vice in the elections; and with ſuch ſucceſs, that 


and turbulent lawyers their competitors. 
Tat recuſants exulted in this ſucceſs, and were 
now confident of their ſuperiority in the commons, 
Cs, The 


cy, to withdraw ſuch laws as may tend to the forcing of your 
ſubjects conſciences here in matters concerning . you 


The honour which your majeſty, in all your actions and 
proceedings, hath hitherto ſo well maintained, the renown a 
your highneſſe's tranſcendant underſtanding in matters of eſtate 
and government, and in particular the exemplary preſident d 
your majeſty's never-to-be-forgotten moderation, in not de- 
ſcending to ſuch extraordinary courſes for effecting the union 
of both kingdoms ſo much deſired, doth give us full hope and 


aſſurance, that your highneſſe will duly weigh and take i 


good worth theſe conſiderations by us layed downe, and mol 
raciouſly grant this our humble ſybmiſſive ſuit, in whic 
pe we do, and will always remain | 
| Your majeſty's 


moſt humble and dutiful ſubjects, 


SOR GORMANSTON, 
DvBLin, 25 Nov. _ Chr. SLAx k. 
1012. KILEEx. 


Ros. TRIUBLZTTSsTOVWE. 
Par. Duxs AN r. 
Ma. LowTn, 
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The principals of their party made their entry into 

Dublin, with ſplendour and magnificence. Bands A. P. 

of one hundred and two hundred armed followers 613. 

attended them, as if they meditated violence, or 

meant to terrify their oppoſers ; while at the ſame 

time they affected fears and alarms. They object- MSS. 

ed to the cattle of Dublin as the place of ſeſſion, Lamb. 

where they were in danger of periſhing by an — 
ploſion of the ſtores of powder; and where the lord 
deputy's guards were to ſurround the houſe of par- 
liament, and by force of arms to controul their 
freedom of debate. Their turbulence was greater, 
as they had now tlie mortification of finding them- 
ſelves miſtaken in their numbers. Two hundred 
and thirty-two members had been returned : fix 
were abſent; of the remainder, one hundred and 
twenty-five were proteſtants, and one hundred and 
one formed the recuſant party. The upper houſe 
conſiſted of fixteen temporal barons, twenty-five 
proteftant prelates, five viſcounts, and four earls ; 
of which number a confiderable majority were 

friends to the adminiſtration. The returned mem- 
bers, and no others, were admitted into their houſe, 
and directed to enter without arms. After the 
uſual ſpeech from the throne, they were cammand- 
ed to elect their ſpeaker. The competitors for this 
office were Sir John Davis, the Irith attorney-ge- 
neral, who was recommended by the king, and 
Sir John Everard, a recuſant of reſpectable charac- 
ter, who had been a juſtice of the king's bench, 
and on reſigning this ſtation, rather than take the 
oaths, was indulged with a penſion. But the party 
which now ſupported him, contended warmly that 
before the election of a ſpeaker could be made, the 
right of electing ſhould be firſt determined; that 
new boroughs had been illegally incorporated, and 
bad returned as members, men incapable by law, 
not refident in theſe boroughs, and utter ſtrangers 
to the places which elected them; that it was there- 

Geg4 fore 
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MS, 
Lamb. 
C. fol. 20. 
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fore neceſſary firſt to reject all thoſe who had been 
unduly choſen and returned; then to proceed to 
the election of a ſpeaker by the rea; and conſtitu- 
tional members of the commons, and theſe only. 
On the other hand, it was urged, that by the con- 
ſtant uſage of parliamentary proceedings, a ſpeaker 
was to be choſen in the firſt place ; that committees 
were then to be appointed, and elections examined 
and decided. 

Tux altercation was violent and diſorderly; when 
Sir Oliver Saint- John, maſter of the ordnance, ob- 
ſerved, that controverſies were to be decided by 
queſtions, and queſtions by votes; that the affirma- 
tive party uſually went out of the houſe, while the 


negative kept their ſeats; he therefore called on 
thoſe who voted for Sir John Davis, to attend him 


to the lobby, and was followed by the majority. 
The recuſant party had refuſed to be numbered, 
and in the abſence of their opponents were readily 
perſuaded, that as they formed the majority of le- 
gal members, they had a full right to proceed to 
the election, while the others were withdrawn. 
With an unanimous clamour for Everard, they ſeat- 
ed him tumultuouſly in the ſpeaker's ſeat. The 
friends of government, on their return, exclaimed 
againſt this outrage, declared Davis duly elected, 
attempted to force his competitor from the chair; 
were violently oppoſed, and ſeated their ſpeaker in 
the lap of Everard. The ſcene of tumult and con- 
fuſion was cloſed by a ſeceſſion of the recuſants, who 
obſtinately refuſed to accept Sir John Davisas their 
ſpeaker, to acknowledge their authority by which 
he was elected, or to take any ſhare in the proceed- 
ings of an afſembly ſo illegal, fo violent, and arbi- 
ry. They were commanded to attend their du- 
ty; they pleaded fear of their lives; they required 
the lord deputy to ſhew them by what authority 
thoſe ſat as the commons, who were now aſſembled; 
they demanded to ſee the grants and charters of the 
| ; new 
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new co tions, and that the returns of elections 
ſhould be laid before them: and ſtill obſtinately re- 
fuſing to attend the ſervice of their houſe, ſuffered 


their opponents to pre ent Sir John Davis to the 


deputy for his approbation. The recuſant lords 
followed the example of their brethren of the lower 
houſe; clamoured againſt the new corporations, af- 
ſected to doubt of the lord deputy's commiſſion to 
hold the parliament, and peremptorily refuſed to 
attend, until the controverfies ſubſiſting among tne 


commons ſhould be firſt decided, defiring licence 


to ſend agents into England, who might lay their 
grievances before the king. 
Taz violence of this oppoſition, the exultation 
and ſeditious menaces of the recuſant party, their 
open declarations of reſiſting any attempts which 
might be made againſt their friends, by force of 
arms, their agitation and cabals, their numerous 
attendants, and the popular clamour in favour of 
their cauſe, were all juſtly alarming to the ſtate, 
when the whole military force of the kingdom had 


been reduced to the inconfiderable number of ſe- 8 


venteen hundred foot and two hundred horſe; and Orm. 


the diſorders of the capital ſeemed ripening to an 
inſurrection. Chicheſter deemed it neceſſary to act 
with temper and moderation; he commanded by 
his proclamation, he ſummoned the ſeceding lords, 
ſeparately to attend their duty, he even condeſcend- 
ed to remonſtrate with the y, to entreat them 
to unite with the other members of each houſe, at 


leaſt in paſſing an act of recognition of the king's 


of 
itle, aſſuring them that no other bill ſhould for 
the preſent be propounded ; he offered that all dif- 
ferences ſhould be ſubmitted to an equal committee; 
and when he found them ſtill obſtinate, without 
attempting to impriſon any one of thoſe whoſe ſe- 
ditious conduct had been particularly provoking, 
he prorogued the parliament, to give time for the 
violence of paſſion, on each fide, to be aliayed. 
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Tris conduct, dictated by the plaineft rules of 
diſcretion, and indeed the only conduct which could 
with ſafety be purſued, was yet highly diſpleaſing 
to the puri tans. They recollected the indulgence 
ſhewn to ſeveral rebels in the diſtribution of the 
Ulſter lands, and the lenity with which recuſants 
had been treated ſince the final reduction of the 
kingdom; and from the perſeverance of Chicheſter 
in the ſame courſe of moderation, affected to con- 
demn him as not knowing how to govern an un- 

ruly people, or not daring to exerciſe his authority 
with tne nect ſſary vigour. Coraplaints and diſcon- 
tents were whiſj ered even in tc privy council. It 
was alledged, that on the acceſſion of king James, 
the en1-mics of the crown (tor in this general term 
they included all thoſe, who from any motives op- 
poſe: the meaſures of Irut: adminiftration) were 
fo tota!'v r oken, that, by a vigourous execution of 
the lavs, the people might have been wrought to 

any conformity. But by ſhewing imprudent and 
unmerited favour to old rebels, by conniving at 
their meetings and conſpiracies, by relaxing the au- 
thority of law, and by other temporizing courſes, 
both encouragement and opportunity had been gi- 
yen to the old Iriſh to correſpond with foreign trai- 
tors, to harbour prieſts and Jeſuits, who rendered 
them obſtinate in their religion, and deſperate to 
attempt any wickedneſs, and to reſume their anci- 
tient tyrannical authority over their inferiors. To 
this they imputed the preſent ſtrength and confi- 
dence of the popiſh party, their enormous extra- 
vagances, and the danger to be apprehended from 
their (edition. ER 

CHICHESTER was the leſs alarmed at theſe diſcon- 
tents, as he knew the temper of the king, and his 
paſſion for moderate and pacific meaſures. But 
while he continued his uſual courſe of lenity, the 
party in oppoſition were indefatigable in ſupport 

of their cauſe, Immediately on their ſeceſſion, = 
recuſant 
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recuſant lords and commoners of the Pale diſpatch- 


ed letters to the king and the Engliſh council, 
urging the grievance of the new boroughs, incor- 


} A MM E 3 1. 


rated with ſuch ſhameful partiality, and repre- 
Ented by attornies, clerks, and ſervants of the 
lord deputy, and the violence done to Everard, 
choſen ſpeaker by a majority of undoubted repre- 
ſentatives; imploring to be heard by their agents, 
and renouncing the royal favour, ſhould they fail 
in any point of proof. Men who had long been 


ſtung by the partiality of the ſtate to ĩnſerior perſons p. iuion 
lately arrived in Ireland, who complained that they of Iriſh 
had been excluded from public employments, that agents. 


7* it 7 M. 8. 
they were vilipended, as they expreſſed it, /et ab nh. 


nought, and diſgraced by thoſe newly raiſed to place and 
honour, engaged in a popular cauſe, encouraged by 
their adherents, and powerfully influenced by their 
clergy, were naturally determined, active, and in- 

: defatigable. 


The letter of the lords to the king concluded with what 
he called, and not without reaſon, a menace of rebellion, ex- 
preſſed even leſs covertly than in their former letter. 

« We cannot, but out of the conſideration of our bounden 
* duty, make known unto your highneſſe the general diſcon- 


« tentment which theſe ſtrange unlooked for and never heard 


of courſes generally have bredd, whereof, if the rebellious 
« diſcontented of this nation abroad do take advantage, and 
„ procure th' evil affected at home (which are numbers, by 
*« reaſon of theſe already ſettled and intended plantations) in 
„any hoſtile faſhion to ſet diſorders a- foot, and labour fome 
© under-hand relief from any prince or itate abroad, who 
<< peradventure might be inveigled and drawn to commiſerate 
their pretended oppreſſions and diſtreſſes, howfoever we are 
*< aſſured the proweſs and power of your majeſty will, in th” 
end, bring the authors thereof to ruin and confuſion, yet 
+ will things be drawn into great combuſtion, to the effuſion 


of much blood, exhauſting of maſſes of treaſure, the ex- 


«© poſing of us and others, your highneſſe's well affected ſub- 
6c jets, to the hazard of poverty, whereof the memory is 
yet very lively and freſh among us, and finally to the lay- 
4“ ing open the whole common wealth to the inundation of 
*< al} miferies and calamities which garboiles, civil wars, and 
bn —_— Go breed and draw with them in a rent and torn 
eſtate,” 
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defatigable. They inſtantly appointed agents to 
repair to the Engliſh court, and ſeek redreſs of 
their ſuppoſed grievances from the throne, The 
lords Gormanſton and Fermoy, Sir James Gough, 
Huſſey, Lutterel, Talbot, all zealous leaders of 
their party, were choſen for this purpoſe, and a li- 


beral contribution raiſed to defray the expence of 


their ſolicitation. Chicheſter, in vain, endeavoured 
to prevent this contribution : it was levied on all 
orders, and freely granted. The agents departed 
in akind of triumph; and the deputy was obliged, 
on his part, to ſend over the earl of Thomond, fir 
John Denham, chief juſtice of the king's bench, 


and fir Oliver Saint-John, to counteract their prac- 
tices. 


iT ſeemed no very auſpicious incident to the Iriſh 


agents, that Talbot and Lutterel, for ſome late or 
preſent inſolence of conduct, were committed pri- 
ſoners, one to the tower, the other to the Fleet: 
yet James received their complaints with temper 
and attention; and poſſibly with the greater favour, 
as they made the moſt ſolemn proteſtations, that 
neither the pope nor any potentate whatſoever had 
authority to deprive him of his crown and king- 
doms, or to commit fo horrible and deteſtable an 
act as to bereave him of his life, which they ſhould 


be ever ready to defend with the zeal of true ſub- 


jects. The indulgence and profeſſions of equity 


with which they were received in many audiences, 


= gy them with the utmoſt confidence of ſuc- 
> 


cels. They no longer confined themſelves to the 
late tranſactions of parliament. They preſented the 
king with nineteen articles of grievance, in the 
martial and civil Lee of Ireland, which 
they humbly beſought his royal grace and equity 
to Fax and 2 would 1 
miſſioners to enquire into the ſeveral particulars. 
To this requeſt he condeſcended, and ſo elevated 


the recuſants, that they were not ſo much doubtful 


of 
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of ſucceeding as impatient for the King's final an- Carte, 
ſwer and decifion. A party of the egems at then 
Engliſh court atten 1: e nι into re- 
land; an were followed Sy Sir fine 33-20, wid 
landed at Waterford, and ſpre the i fol ness, 
that the king com. aanded nim . ure u in 
ſubjects that they Hall be fre. the exurttcy of 
religion, provided they entertained no prieſts w 95 

| ſhould preach the depoſing power of the pope. 
The report was inſtantly conveyed to the capital. 
that Gough had arrived with a meſſage from the 
king to the lord deputy, and Chicheſter calinly 
ſummoned the principal recuſants to be witneſſes 
of it. To his utter aſtoniſhment, Gough, who 
probably took advantage of ſome expreſſions of in- 
dulgence uſed by the king, boldly declared that he 
was commiffioned to make thoſe aſſurances he had 
already notified to his countrymen, and to inform 
the lord deputy of his majeſty's pleaſure. The 
king had denounced a curſe on himſelf and his poſ- 
terity, if ever he ſhould grant a toleration to the 
Romaniſts; he had on particular occaſions inſtructed 
the Iriſh adminiſtration to ad. unrſter the oaths, and 
execute the venal las; Chicheſter was therefore 
warranted to expreſs Eis diſbelief of Gough's aſ- 
ſerrions. He p-ulicly reproved him for his falſe- 
hood; and to give {me check to the extravagant 
exultation of the recuiant party, and to intimidate 
them by an appearance of vigour, at a time when 
the ſtate was alarmed with rumours of conſpiracies 
and inſurrections, he yielded to the advice of the 
council, and committed Sir James Gorgh cloſe pri- 
ſoner to the caſtle of Dublin. 

His party expreſſed the leſs reſentment at this 
ſeverity, as they expected ſpeedy redreſs. The de- 
puty was ſummoned to attend the king in 

which they conceived to be the prelude to his diſ- 
grace: and Jones, the chancellor, and marſhal 
Wingfield, the new lords juſtices, conducted the or- 


dinary 


— „ hn 4 
” 4 — 422 . my —_ 


468 


4 the 


HISTORY OF IRELAND. B. Iv. 


dinary adminiſtration with the greater eaſe, as the 
principal ſcene of Iriſh affairs now lay at the court 
of England, and the diſcontented waited for the 
final triumph of their agents. James, who had by 


this time conſulted with Chicheſter, and received all 


information of the tranſactions in Ireland he could 
procure, at laſt admitted the recuſants to plead 


their cauſe before the council. Their cauſe was re- 
* peatedly, deliberately, and patiently diſcuſſed. Of 


fourteen returns to parliament, of which they com- 
plained, two were found to have been illegal, thoſe 


of the burgeſſes of Kildare and Cavan : the mem- 


bers returned from thoſe boroughs which were 
created, after the writs had been already ĩſſued, were 
for the preſent declared incapable of fitting ; but in 
other particulars, the king finally pronounced their 
allegations groundleſs. In a long ſpeech, framed in 
the uſual manner of this prince, he magnified his 
own equity and impartiality, he declared againſt the 
pride and arrogance of the firſt application to the 
throne, and that notwithſtanding the confidence of 


| theſe parliament. recuſauts, as he called them in de- 


rifion, ſcarcely one article of their complaint had 


been eſtabliſhed; that nothing had been prov- 


ed faulty in the S « unleſs,” faid 
James, with a profane levity, you would have 
kingdom of Ireland like the kingdom of 
© heaven.” The whole progreſs of their oppo- 
fition in Ireland he cenſured with ſeverity, reproved 
their preſumption in queſtioning either his power 
to incorporate new boroughs, or his wiſdom in the 
choice of them. He m acknowledged, that 
he had been informed, notby the agents, butothers, 
of ſome irregularities committed by his inferior of- 
ficers, in their country, which ſhould be redreſſed, 
as he had a tender care for the welfare of the Iriſh 
ſubjects, both as king of England, whoſe crown 
had fo long poſſeſſion of their land, and as king of 
Scotland; for the ancient kings of Scotland,” 
faid he, © are deſcended from the kings of Row; 


| © of England.“ He commended the conduct of 


it was moved to proceed immediately to an exami-lrel. 1614, $38 
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« ſo, as I have an old title, as king of Scotland, 
te therefore you ſhall not doubt to be relicved.“ 
He enlarged on the care and caution he had uſed, 
that no acts grievous tv the people ſhoulu be pro- 
poſed in the Iriſh parliament, aud gravely proteſted 
ic that he had been more careful for the bills to be 
paſſed in that parliament, than in the parliament 


the lord-deputy, and concluded with a fevere ad- 
dreſs to the Iriſh agents: © In the matter of par- 
« lament, you have carried yourſelves tumultua- 
« rily and undutifully ; and your proceedings have 
been rude, diſorderly, and inexcuſable, and worthy 
e of ſevere puniſhment ; which, by reaſon of your „ 
e ſubmiſſion, I do forbear, but not remit, till I ſee 8 |: 3 
| © your dutiful carriage in this parliament ; where, 1 
| © by your obedience to the deputy and ſtate, and 
| © your future good behaviour, you may redeem W i! 
* your by-paft miſcarriage; and then you may de- 11 
© ſerve not only pardon, but favour andcheriſhing.” 6) 
Such was the iſſue of this long- protracted con- 5 
teſt. The complaints of the recuſants were in ge- 16144. 
neral rejected, though not without expreſſions of | 4 
lenity and indulgence; and the validity of their |. 
plaint being determined by that authority to which 
they had appealed, nothing remained for them but 
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to aſſemble peaceably in the parliament now to be 1 
convened after repeated prorogations. They aſ- 1 
ſembled, not without diſcontent, and not without 13 


practiſing ſome devices to obſtruct the national bu- 

fineſs. In the upper houſe, a warm conteſt was 
| raiſed on the claims of precedence of two peers, 7 
| Slane and Kerry, which required examinations, evi- — 1 
dences, and tedious diſcuſhons. In the commons, Commons WE 
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nation of the diſputed returns, as the information of 1615. 

the king was not full; and that his majeſty's letter 

to the lord-deputy on this ſubje&, ſhould be com- 

municated to the houſe, The numbers of each 
party 
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party were not far from an equality; the recuſants 
were at leaſt ſo conſiderable a body, that their zea- 
lots were highly elevated, and ſeemed prepared for 
violent oppoſition; but happily, the management 
of Chicheſter was cautious and conciliating, and of 
their own party were men of temper and modera- 


tion. Sir John Everard, to whom they paid par- 


ticular deference, earneſtly recommended to his 


friends to concur amicably with government, in 


ſuch meaſures as the intereſt of the nation and the 
honour of the crown required, and whatever indul- 
gences they ſought, to merit them by a dutiful and 


peaceable conduct. Elections, the great ſubject of 


conteſt, were referred to a particular committee, 
formed of both parties; which after ſome enquiry 
reſolved, and in this reſolution obtained the con- 


currence of the houſe, that the examination of all 


diſputed elections ſhould be ſuſpended for the pre- 


ſent ſeſſion, for the better expedition and further- 


ance of the public ſervice; a reſolution repeated in 
the ſucceeding ſeſſion. 
Tis firſt appearance of an amicable diſpoſition 


in the commons, was anſwered by moderation on 
the part of government and its friends. Whatever 
| laws had been projected, none were propoſed againſt 


the profeſſors or teachers of popery. Some lawyers 
who refuſed the oath of ſupremacy, had been pro- 
hibited from pleading at the bar. The commons 
petitioned the deputy that they ſhould be reftored 
to their practice; and received a favourable though 
not an explicit anſwer. The matter was reſumed 


in their houſe; and when one of the members 
bel. 1614, obſerved that theſe lawyers were corrupt in their 
WW 1615. 


judgments, and ought not to be ſufferred to cor- 
rupt others, he was called to the bar; and as his 
explanation was unſatisfactory, and he refuſed to 
æke further ſubmiſſion, he was committed to cloſe 


cuſtody for his offence. The recuſants were too 
powerful, and now expreſſed too much candour and 
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affection to the ſtate, to be unneceſſarily provoked; 
and therefore, when Sir Oliver Saint-John had 
moved a bill for keeping the fifth day of Novem- 
ber, as a religious anniverſary, though the motion 
could not be inſtantly rejected, yet the bill was ſi- 
lently laid afide. 
In this mutual amity of the different parties, the 
laws of theſe ſeſſions were conducted without any Iriſh Stat. 
conſiderable difficulty. The houſes joined in paſ- *! * ” 
fing an act for recognizing the king's title to _—” 
crown, wherein they gave ample teſtimony of the 
excellence of his government, and tender concern 
for his people of Ireland; by reducing them to or- 
der, by ſettling them in peace, by confirming them 
in their poſſeſſions, by various acts of favour, and 
particularly by the civil plantation of the eſcheated 
lands of Ulſter. An act for the attainder of the earls 
of Tirone and Tirconnel, Sir Cahir O'Dogherty, 
and ſome others, concerned in rebellion or conſpi- 
racy, was preſented to the commons by Sir John 
Everard, and paſſed unanimouſly. The old fta- 
tutes made againſt the natives of Iriſh blood, while 
they were conſidered enemies, whereby the Engliſh 
were forbidden all commerce, marrying, or foſter- 
ing with them, and directed to treat them as ſpies, 
whenever they preſumed to enter the Engliſh ter- 
ritories; thoſe againſt calling over and marrying 
with the Scots, were all repealed, as all the inhabi- 
tants of the kingdom were now taken under the 
king's protection, and to be confidered as dutiful 
ſubje&ts of the ſame monarch; and as odious diſ- 
tinctions of every kind were taken away by the 
happy union of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
under one imperial crown. An act of general par- 
don and oblivion was made in confirmation of the 
royal edi&; and the whole proceedings of this par- 
liament were cloſed by a bill of ſubſidy, granting 
to the king, his heirs and ſucceſſors, from every 
perſonal eſtate of the value of three pounds and up- 
Vol. II. H h wards, 
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HISTORY OF IRELAND. B.IV. 
wards, two ſhillings and eight pence in the pound, 


from aliens, twice this ſum; and out of every real 
eſtate of the yalue of twenty ſhillings and upwards, 
four ſhillings in the pound: a grant ſo bountiful, 
and made with ſuch alacrity and zeal, that James 
returned thanks in a letter addreſſed to the lord de- 
puty. © We now clearly perceive,” faid he that 
< the difficult beginnings of our parliament there, 
<« were occaſioned only by ignorance and miſtak- 
* ings,arifing through the long diſuſeof parliaments 
„there; and therefore we have cancelled the me- 
* mory of them, and we are now fo well pleaſed 
* with this dutiful conformation of theirs, that we 
do require you to aſſure them from us, that we 
hold our ſubjects of that kingdom in equal fa- 
* vour with thoſe of our other kingdoms; and 
that we will be as careful to provide for their 
<< proſperous and flouriſhing eſtate as we can be 
A for the ſafety of our own perſon.” “ 

Tu recuſants took eſpecial care ta aſſume their 
ſhare of merit in a bill ſo acceptable to the king. 
They expreſſed the utmoſt indignation, that it 
ſhould be reported, that any oppoſition had been 
made or intended againſt it. They earneſtly en- 
treated even a temporary relaxation of the penal 
ſtatutes of queen Elizabeth, declaring, that in this 
caſe, if the king ſhould aſk, two, three, or four ſub- 
fidies, they doubted not of a chearful and zealous 
compliance. But their ſolicitations in parliament, 
and the practices of their agents in England, pro- 
_ duced no other effect than a general, cautious, and 
moderate execution of theſe ſtatutes. The Iriſh ad- 
miniſtration deemed it neceſſary to preſerve them as 
an occaſional check to the turbulence of a reſtleſs 
party; and the puritans ſhuddered at the thoughts 

of granting the leaft indulgence or countenance to 
popiſh idolatry. James exulted in the addreſs, by 
which he had ſteered his courſe ſo happily through 
all the agitation of Iriſh factions. Much had been 
| already 
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already done to aboliſh all odious diſtinctions, and 
to unite the ſeveral inhabitants of lreland in one 
body and one intereſt. Yet the natives, whether of 
the Iriſh or E gliſh race, were ſtill, by ſome old 
ſtatutes, incapable of filling certain offices in the 
ſtate; and they were impatient to be freed from a 
dilabilicy, more odious than grievous. Several laws 
alſo were recommended to the lord deputy, as ne- 
ceſſary to be prepared for the regulation and welfare 
of the kingdom. But the diſorders with which this 
parliament had commenced gave an alarming ſpect- 
men of the ce nper of the commons. The bill of 
ſubſidy was paſſed; and the apprehenſions expreſſed 
by ſome members were confirmed. The parliament 
was unexpectedly diſſolved. 3 
Wurd x this aſſembly wa; emplyed in regulating 
the civil affairs of Ireland, a convocation of the Cox. 
clergy was directed to be held in Dublin; for the g ® 
purpoſe, principally, of framing a public confeſſion * 
of faith for the eſtabliſned church of Ireland. Doc- 
tor Ja nes Uſher had by this time been eminently 
diſtinguiſhed tor learning and abilities; and to him 
this important work was entruſted. His attention 
had been conſiderably engaged by the writings of 
the then modern foreign 3 vines, from whence he 
had deeply imbibed the calviniſtical doctrines. The 
profeſſion which he drew up, conſiſted of no fewer 
than one hundred and four articles, in which were 
included, almoſt literally, the nine articles agreed 
on at Lambeth, in the year 1595, and which were 
diſapproved both by Elizabeth and James. So 
large a formulary could not but contain ſeveral mi- 
nute decifions, and even dangerous expoſitions of 
what is generally revealed in the Scriptures. His 
zeal againſt popery appeared by his concurrence 
with the French reformers, in pronouncing the pope 
to be Anti-Chrift. And without any condeſcenſion 
to the ſentiments of king James, he declared in one 
article, that the Lord's day was to be waoLLy de- 
H h 2 dicated 


3 


HISTORY OF IRELAND B. IV. 


dicated to the ſervice of God. The convocation 
adopted his profeſſion, and it was ratified by the 
lord deputy. Some attempts were made to preju- 
dice the king againſt the compiler of thoſe articles, 
which in ſo many inſtances were repugnant to his 
principles; but Uſher had the addreſs to guard 
againſt the inſinuations of his enemies; and James 
was ſo juſt to his piety and erudition, that he ſoon 
after promoted him to the ſee of Meath. 
Tux protection and ſecurity granted to the old 
natives by thoſe acts which admitted them into the 
body of ſubjects, and gave them the advantages of 
Engliſh law, promiſed the moſt ſalutary effects; 


but time and attention were ſtill neceflary, for a 


work of ſuch conſequence and difficulty, as the per- 
fe& civilization of this people. Rudeneſs and ig- 
norance rendered them the more tenacious of their 
ancient manners; nor had their lords and leaders 
always reflection to perceive the really greater value 
of limitted poſſeſſions, held by permanent tenures, 
than the wild magnificence of their former domains, 


in which the property determined with their lives. 


The northerns were ſo mortified by the dimunition 
of their own ſtate, and the proſperity of their new 
neighbours, who, as they claimed no deſcent from 
Iriſh princes, were deſpiſed as mean and ignoble, 
that ſeveral of them formed a crude ſcheme of re- 


bellion, to ſeize the Engliſh forts of their province 


and extirpate the Britiſh planters, The conſpiracy 
was betrayed, and the chief agent ſeized, condemn- 
ed, and executed. 

THz alarm was too inconfiderable, and too ſpeedi- 
ly allayed, to give any interruption to the king's 
projects, for the extenſion of civility and induſtry 


in Ireland, and the more effectual eſtabliſhment of 


the Engliſh intereſt. Elevated with the ſucceſs of 
the great northern plantation, and the flatterin 
terms in which it had been approved by the Iriſſ 
parliament, he reſolved to execute the ſame ſchemes 


s | | 
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in others of the unſettled diſtricts of the iſland. 
The maritime parts of Leinſter, between Dublin and 
Waterford, had been for ages poſſeſſed by power- 2 
ful Iriſh ſepts, who had kept the Engliſh govern- 
ment in continual alarm, and harraſſed its forces 
by perpetual irruptions. Sixty-fix thouſand acres, 
between the river of Arcklow, and that of Slane, 
| had been found by inquiſition to be the property of 
the crown. Of theſe, ſixteen thoutand five hundred 
lying neareſt to the ſea, James determined to diſ- 
poſe of to an Engliſh colony, and to regrant the 
reſt in c2rtain proportions to the old proprietors, 
under the ſame regulations and covenants which 
had been preſcribed to the planters of Ulſter. _ 
Taz counties of Leitrim, Longford, Weſtmeath, Ibid. 
and thoſe of the king and queen, by their ſituation 
and circumſtances, required particular regulation. 
Naturally ftrong, and difficult of acceſs, they af- 
forded in the very heart of the iſland, a fafe re- 
treat and ſhelter to the old inhabitants, who were 
tenacious of their barbarous cuſtoms, neſtling in 
their fil: hy cottages in winter; in ſummer, wan- 
dering with their cattle over the deſert mountains. 
Through theſe diſtricts the Iriſn inſurgents had 
uſually paſſed from Connaught or Ulſter to annoy 
the Pale. They had ſerved for a paſſage to Tirone 
and his forces into Munſter, and a retreat in his in- 
glorious flight from Kinſale. In time of peace they 
were the ſafe receptacles of robbers, where they de- 
fied the miniſters of juſtice, and, ſurrounded with 
woods, bogs, and mountains, lived in a ſort of 
independence, and contemptuous reſiſtance to the 
law. To reduce theſe ſavages to order and ſubjec- 
tion, inquiſitions were held to examine the king's 
title to the whole or any part of their lands. It was 
found that ſome parts had been anciently poſſeſſed 
by Engliſh ſettlers, who, in the diſorders of the 
kingdom, had been expelled by the old natives, and 
which were therefore veſted in the crown as lands 
Hhz3 of 
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of abſentees; others appeared to have been for- 


feited by rebellion. So that Jimes deemed himſelf 
entitled to make a diſtribution of three hundred 
and eighty-five thouſand acres an theſe counties, to 
ſuch proprietors, and in ſuc: proportions as might 
promote the general welfare and ſecurity, the exten- 
fion of commerce and civility of the ritives. The 
large portions re-granted to the old inhabitants, on 
aent tenures, reconciled many to this new 
ſcheme of plantation, which was not completely ex- 
ecuted when Chicheſter was created baron of Bel- 
faſt, recalled to England, and ſucceeded by Sir 
Oliver Saint-John. 3 
Tat adminiſtration of this new governor was 
diſturbed by various clamours and diicontents. 


his conduct in the late parlia ment he appeared to 
be actuated with peculiar zeal againſt popery : and 
whether provoked by the intolence of the recuſant 


party, or that his nature and principles diſpoſed 
him to treat them with leis lenity than they had for 
ſome time expcrierced, he foon proceeded to a vi- 


ge urous execution of the penal ſtatutes The po- 


piſh regu ars, a dangercus order of men, who were 
enerally educated in foreign ſeminaries, and ſtole 
into ircland with the moſt unfriendly diſpoſitions 


to government, were baniſhed by proclamation : an 


act of apparent rigour, but really indulgent to the 


prom Romaniſts, who were intolerably oppreſſed 


y an idle, factious, and uſeleſs tribe. But what 


_ occaſioned ii] greater clamour, magittrates and of- 
ficers ot juſtice were ſtrictly required to take the 


oath of ſupremacy ; and as the city of Waterford 
had obſtinately choſen a ſucceſſion of recuſants for 
their chief magiſtrates, who, all in turn, refuſed 


to take this oath, and in other particulars diſcover- 


ed an averſion to conformity; a commiſſion iſſued 
to ſeize the liberties and revenues of a city, which 
had formerly and frequent'y been obnoxious to the 


| Nate. This rigour provoked the partizans of Rome 
in 


Ch. 7. 1 AMK$S 1 


in foreign countries, to inveigh againſt the conduct 
of Saint- John with ſeverity and falſehood, to charge 
him with enormous oppreſſions, in exacting fines 
never impoſed; and in crowding the priſons with 
wretched confeffors of the faith, who never ſuffer- 
ed the reſtraint of a moment. 
Bur what ſtill more nearly affected this chief go- 
vernor, was the offence he had given with more 
zeal than caution, to ſome leading members of the 
ſtate. They had uſurped ſome church-lands, and 
expected to keep poſſeſſion by their power and in- 
fluence. But Saint- John ſaw the miſerable condi- 
tion to which the clergy were reduced, and was ſpi- 
rited enough to withſtand theſe powerful uſurpers. 
He thus provoked them to unite with the popiſh 
party in cenſuring and maligning him. Their com- 
plaints were conveyed to the throne : they requeſt- 
ed that commiſſioners ſhould be appointed to in- 
ſpect the ſtate of Ireland and the irregularities of 
adminiſtration. About this time James had been 
particularly offended by the conduct of Diggs, 
Crew, Rich, Perrot, and ſome other ſpirited mem- 
bers of the Engliſh houſe of commons: he ſeized Rymer, 
the occaſion to mortify and to remove them; he T. XVII. 
addreſſed his commiſſion to them, under the greatP: 358. 
ſeal, to repair to Ireland, in order to inſpect and 
regulate ſundry matters relative to his ſervice in 
this kingdom. The enemies of Saint- John inſiſt- . 5 
ed, that the commiſſion could have no effect while 1621. 
he continued in the government. Lord Faulkland 
was nominated his ſucceſſor; and at the repeated 
inſtances of the Iriſh council, the deputy was ob- 
liged to refign his authority immediately to two 
lords juſtices, who were appointed to the adminiſ- 
tration, until the new chief governor ſhould ar- 
rive. To make ſome amends for theſe repeated 
mortifications of a ſervant, who appeared to have 
been not only innocent but meritorious, the king 
ſoon after created Saint-John viſcount Grandiſon of 
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Ireland, baron of Trogoſe of Higworth in Eng- 

land, lord high treaſurer of Ireland, and privy 

counſellor of both kingdoms. | 
Taz removal of Saint. John was no inconſidera- 


ble triumph to the recuſants. They affected to 


conſider it as a condemnation of the ſeverity which 
he had exerciſed againft them, and every where en- 
couraged their party to expect greater indulgence. 
Their open and undiſguiſed procedure in erecting 
abbies, their inſolence in ſeizing churches for their 
own worſhip, were grievous and alarming to the 
reformed clergy: © Uſher, the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
of this order, and the man whoſe ſentiments were 
of the greateſt weight, was appointed to preach 
before lord Faulkland on his arrival; and took this 
opportunity of recommending ſuch reſtraints as 
might keep the Romaniſts within the bounds of a 
decent reſerve, and at leaft deter them from public 


inſolence and outrage. This unpopular doctrine 


ſerved to exaſperate the recuſants. Occafion was 


taken from the words of his text, He beareth not the 


ſword in vain, to exclaim againſt him as a ſangui- 
nary perſecutor, who pleaded for the extirpation 
of all thoſe who could not conform to the eſtabliſn- 
ed relig:on : and ſuch was the clamour induftriouſly 


excited from this trivial incident, that the prelate 
found it neceffary to preach an explanatory diſcourſe 
in which he declared the equity and lenity of his 


intentions. The abilities of this prelate were of 
conſiderable ſervice to government in theſe times of 


religious conteſt. He enforced the nature and law- 


fulneſs of the oath of ſupremacy, with a powerful 
eloquence, when magiſtrates had been cited to the 
caſtle-chamber for recuſancy: but reaſon and ar- 
gument could have little weight againſt: the obſti- 
nate prepoſſeſſions of a party, exulting in their 
numbers, power, and conſequence 
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Review of complaints and diſcontents during the late 
Iriſh adminiſtration. —Grievances and abuſes from 
_ plantations, —from enquiries into defettive titles — 
Infamous practices of diſcoverers and crown agents. 
— [aferior grievances. — Miſerable ſtate of the Irifh 
army. No advantage taken of the weakneſs of go- 
vernment, —and why.—Fames directs levies to be 
made in Ireland for the ſervice of Spain.—T he mea- 
ſure dangerous, and alarming in the executicn.--Faulk- 
land urgently applies for an ation of the ar- 
my. Difficulties ariſing from: The eficency of the re- 
venue.--Projetts for ſupplying-hbg deficiency. Scheme 
againſt the corporations rejetted as dangerous ,--Scheme 
for a plantation of Gonnaught,—ſuſpended by a treaty 
with the inhabitants, and by the death of Fames.— 
Turbulence of the Iriſh recuſants on the acceſſion of 
Chaxrles.—-Iriſh army augmented, and irregularly 
maintained —-Aﬀetted loyalty of the recuſants.— 
A free gift offered to the king, on condition of indul- 
gence to the Romiſb worſhip. —Proteſtant clergy a- 
larmed.—Remonſtrance of the Iriſh prelates, —and 
of the Engliſh commons.——Free gift of the Iriſh ac- 
cepted.—I be crAcks'tranſmuitted to the lord deputy. 
 — Summary of theſe, qu Xexsc—T be royal promiſe of 
a4 parliamentary confirmation of them, eluded with 
apparent inſincerity.—T he GRACES, however, highly 
ſatisfactory to the Iriſh ſubjetts, 2s 


RE. A A. 


T Xx ] HILE we mark the virulence of that party 
W which oppoſed and cenſured the adminiſtra- 
tion of government in Ireland, candour and impar- 
tiality require, that we ſhould not omit their real 
cauſes or plauſible occafions of diſcontent. 

Taz paſhon for plantation which James indulg- 
ed, was actuated by the faireſt and moſt captivating 
motives. He confidered himſelf as the deſtined re- 

| former and civilizer of a rude people; and was im- 
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patient for the glory of teaching a whole nation the 
valuable arts of life, of improving their lands, ex- 
tending their commerce, and refining their manners, 
of eſtabliſhing a population in Ireland, compoſed of 
loyal and induftrious inhabitants, who by mixing 
with the old natives, ſhould entice them from their 
barbariſm ; and thus of converting the wildneſs and 
diſtraction of the country into one fair ſcene of or- 
der, peace, and proſperity. But, in the purſuit of 
this favourite object, he had ſometimes recourſe to 
claims, which the old natives deemed obſolete and 
unjuſt. The ſeizure of thoſe lands, whoſe poſſeſ- 
ſors had lately meditated rebellion, and fled from 
the ſentence of the law, produced little clamour or 


Trin. Col. murmuring. But when he recurred to the conceſ- 


Dub. 


fions made to Henry the ſecond, to invalidate the 
titles derived from a poſſeſſion of ſome centuries, 
the apparent ſeverity had its full effect on thoſe who 
were not acquainted with the refinements of law, 


and not prepoſſeſſed in favour of the equity of ſuch 


refinements when employed to diveſt them of their 
ancient property. 


Ir is true, that in all diftributions of lands for- 


forfeited, or adjudged, or refigned to the crown, the 


king directed a provifion for the widows and ſons 
of chieftains, for the leſſen as well as greater claim- 
ants; and what they wanted'in extent of land was 


compenſated by the firmneſs and advantages of 


their new titles: yet ſuch conceſſions could not al- 
ways conquer the reluctance of the poſſeſſors to 
make a voluntary ſurrender ; when they were aſ- 
ſured, that thoſe who refuſed ſuch compliance muſt 
expect juſtice without favour, the alarming pur- 
port of this declaration was fuily underſtood : nor 
was it even in thoſe days generally acknowledged 
as a juſt and neceſſary ſeverity, that juries, who re- 
fuſed to find a title in the crown, were frequently 


cenſured and fined in the caſtle-chamber, | 


THoss 
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Tnosx regulations, in which the royal equity and 


wiſdom appeared to moſt advantage, were in many 
inſtances ne::le&ed and contemned. The vigilance 
of lord Chichetter had not prevented abuſes even 
in Ulſter, where the plantations were carried on with 
the greateſt care and regularity. Contrary to the 
| expreſs reſtriction of their patents, undertakers ali- 
erated their allotments by private contract; fo that 
they, who had already their juſt proportion of lands 
engroſſed ſtill more, without regard to thoſe limi- 
tations preſcribed by the king, in order to prevent 
| an enormous extent of property, and of conſequence 
a dangerous degree of power. In other diſtricts, 
the planters had not only neglected to perform their 
covenants, but the commiſſioners appointed to diſtri- 
bute the lands, ſcandalouſly abuſed their truſts, and 
by fraud or violence d-prived the natives of thoſe 
poſſeſſions which the king had reſerved for them. 
Some indeed were ſuffered to enjoy a ſmall pittance 
of ſuch reſervation; others were totally ejefted. 
In the manuſcripts of biſhop Sterne, we find, that Mis. Trin. 
in the ſmall county of Lad twenty-five of one Col. Dub. 
ſept were all deprived of their eſtates, without the 
leaſt comper.iation, or any means of ſubſiſtence - 
aſſigned to them. I he reſentment of ſuch ſufferers 
were in ſoiae caſes exaſperated by finding their lands 
transferred to hungry ad venturers, who had no ſer- 
vice: to plead; and ſometimes to thoſe who had been 
rebels and traitors. Neither the actors nor the objects 
of ſuch grievances were confined to one religion: 
the moſt zealous in the ſervice of government and 
the moſt peaceable conformiſts were involved in the 
ravages of avarice and rapine, without any diſtne- 
tion of principles or profeſſions. 

Tux intereſted aſſiduity of the king's creatures 
in ſcrutinizing the titles to thoſe lands which had 
not yet been or acknowledged to belong to 
the crown, was, if poſſible, ſtill more deteſtable. Carte, 
The lands granted to the original Engliſh , Orm. 


Carte. 


Orm. 


in caſes where it was ſufficiently notorious, that 
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and their immediate ſucceſſors, had, in the confy. 
fion of ſeveral centuries, ſuffered conſiderable chang. 
es and alienations. Great men encroached on each 
other, and got poſſeſſion of domains rot included 
in their patents: their lands were loſt, recovered, 
and loſt again in the natural viciſſitudes of time and 
public commotion ; ſo as to occafion great confu- 
fion of titles. He, who could not eſtabliſh the right 
of his poſſeſſions clearly and indiſputably, lay at the 
mercy of the crown, and had no way but to com- 
pound on the beſt terms he could obtain, and to 
get a new grant of his eſtate. 

Wurxe no grant appeared, or no deſcent or con- 
veyance in purſuance of it could be proved, the 
land was immediately adjudged to belong to the 
crown. All grants of the crown, from the firſt 
year of Edward the ſecond to the tenth of Henry 
ſeventh, had been reſumed by parliament ; and the 
lands of all abſertees, and of all that had been ex- 


pelled by the Iriſh, were, by various acts, again 
veſted in the crown ; which impeached almoſt eve! 


grant of lands antecedent to that period. Nor did 


later grants afford a full ſecurity. If any former 


grant ſubſiſted at the time when they were made; 
if the patents paſſed in Ireland were not exactly 
agreeable to the Fiant; if both did not accurately 
correſpond with the original warrant tranſmitted 
from England; if any detect appeared in expreſſing 
the tenure; any miſtake in point of form; any ad- 
vantage to be taken from general ſavings and clau- 
ſes in the patents; or any exceptions to be made in 
law, which is ſufficiently fruitful in affording them, 
there was an end of the grant and of the eſtate 
which it conveyed. Thus was every man's enjoy- 
ment of his poſſeſſions precarious and diſputable, 
at a time when commiſſioners were awarded to en- 
quire by what title he enjoyed them. 

Tuns inquiſitions, indeed, were at firſt propoſed 


the 
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che poſſe ſſors could have no legal title to their lands: 

where they had expelled old Engliſh colonies, whoſe 
kcirs were not diſcoverable, and the lands of courſe 
eſcheated to the crown : where, if not violent in- 
truders, they had neglected to take out patents, or 
to go through thoſe forms of law neceſſary to make 
them legal poſſeflors, or had notoriouſly violated 
thoſe ſtipulations, on which their grants were made. 
But intereſted and officious agents ſoon learned to 
ſtrain this objection of failure in covenants to a 
dangerous pitch of rigour. In ſeveral ancient grants, 
there had been a reſervation of rents to the crown : 
during long intervals of commotion, the king's 
revenue had not been nor could be regularly col- 
lected; nor had ſuch rents been put in charge by 
his officers, for ages. Acquittances were now de- 
manded ; it was impoſſible to produce them; and 
the failure was-pleaded as ſufficient to over-throw 
the faireſt titles. 

Ir was an age of project and adventure: men's 
minds were particularly poſſeſſ d with a paſſion for 
new diſcoveries, and planting of countries. They, 
who were too poor, or too ſpiritleſs to engage in 
diſtant adventures, courted fortune in Ireland. Un- 
der pretence of improving the king's revenue in a 
country where it was far leſs than the charge of go- 
vernment, they obtained commiſſions of enquiry in- 
to defective titles, and grants of concealed lands and 
rents belonging to the crown; the great benefit of 
which was generally to accrue to the projector, whilſt 
the king was contented with an inconſiderable propor- 
tion of the concealment, or a ſmall advance of rent. 
Diſcoverers were every where buſily employed in 
finding out flaws in men's titles to their eſtates. 
The old pipe - rolls were ſearched to find the original 
rents with which they had been charged; the pa- 
tent - rolls in the Tower of London were ranſacked 
for the ancient grants; no means of induſtry or de- 
vices of craft were left untried, 3 
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Trin Col. there are not wanting proofs of the moſt iniquitcus 


Dub. 


| ſcandalous ſubordination, employed to deſpoil the 


Carte, 


try, where the prerogative was highly trained, and 
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ſeſſors to accept of new grants at an advanced rent. 
In general, men were either conſcious of the de. 
fects in their titles, or alarmed at the trouble and 


expence of a conteſt with the crown; or tearful of 


the iſſue of ſuch a conteſt, at a time, and in a coun. 


ſtrenuouſly ſupported by the judges. Theſe enqui. 
ries, therefore, commonly ended in a new compo. 
ſition, made at as cheap a rate, and as calſy an ad. 
yance of rent as the poſſeſſors could obtain. Yet 


practices, of hardened cruelty, of vile perjury, and 


fair and unoffending proprietor of his inheritance? 

OTHER grievances of an inferior kind were urg- 
ed, not without reaſon ; ſometimes, induſtriouſſy 
aggravated by the diſcontented party. Such were 
the extortions and oppreſſions of the ſoldiers in va- 
rious excurſions from their quarters, for levying the 
king's rents, or ſupporting the civil power; a ri- 


gorous and tyrannical execution of martial law in 


time of peace; a dangerous and unconſtitutional 
power aſſumed by the privy council in deciding 
cauſes determinable by common law; their ſevere 


treatment of witneſſes and jurors in the caſtle-cham- 


ber, whoſe evidence or verdicts had been diſpleaſing 
to the ſtate; the grievous exactions of the eſtabliſh- 
ed clergy, for the occaſional duties of their functi- 
on; and the ſeverity of their ecclefiaftical courts. 
Theſe, and other matters of complaint, were loudly 
and inceſſantly enforced, even by thoſe who were 
not immediately affected by the more enormous 
abuſes of royal authority. They either lay under 
odious diſqualifications, or were negle&ed by the 
ſtate in the diſpoſal of offices of truſt and emolu- 
ment; they were overſhadowed by new men ſent 
from 

* See the ſummary of the caſe of the Byrnes, extracted by 


Carte from tne manuſcri uoted 1n the in, Carte's 
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from England to the king's ſervice, whom they ſaw 


JA Wks L 


with indignation riſing ſuddenly to affluence, by 
means not always delicate or juſt; and in the bit- 
terneſs of perſonal diſcontent, they exaimned the 


conduct of adminiſtration with ſeverity, and cla- 


moured againſt every real or pretended grievance. 
In ſuch circumſtances, it is natural to ſuppoſe, 

that every meaſure ſhould be purſued to render the 

overnment of Ireland reſpectable and even formi- 
dable; and the obvious meaſure for this purpoſe 
was a reſpectable military eſtabliſhment. On the ac- Carte, 
ceſſion of James, the army of Ireland amounted Orm. 
to about twenty thouſand, But the general reduc- 
tion of the kingdom encouraged this prince, and 
his neceflities obliged him, to reduce this army to 
the inconſiderable number of ſeventeen hundred and 
thirty-five foot, and two hundred and twelve horſe. 
On the arrival of Diggs and the other commiſſion- 
ers in the year 1622, the forces were even farther 
reduced to thirteen hundred and fifty foot, divided 
into twenty-ſeven companies, of fifty each, and ſe- 
ven troops of horſe, amounting to about two hun- 
dred; and theſe in ſuch a condition, that they could 
have been of little uſe, had they been called out to 


ſervice. Nineteen pf the companies, and fix of the 


troops were commanded by privy-counſellors, men 
of great property and influence, too powerful to be 


complained of, for any grievance ſuffered by their 


ſoldiers, and too deeply engaged in one common in- 
tereſt to call each other to account. Theſe captains 
ſecured their own pay, by ſtopping the rents due 
by them to the crown, and made the private men 
compound with them annualy for theirs, at a thirdor 
fourth part of what was due by the eftabliſhments, 
on pretence of the great delay of diſburſements, 
and the expences attending the ſolicitation of their 
demands at the treaſury. Their companies, ſmall 
as they were, conſidering the faſhion of the age, 
were ſcarcely any of them complete; and little care 
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was uſed in muſtering them. Inſtead of being ſta- 


_ tioned in places of importance, duly exerciſed, fre. 


uently tranſmitted from one garriſon to another, 
as to become acquainted with the country, and 
diſplayed from time to time in different parts, in 
full numbers and good condition, to the terror of 
the diſaffected, they were diſperſed in ſmall parties 
through the eſtates of their officers, where they 
ſerved to cultivate their lands, or were employed in 
the menial duties of their houſes. Nor were the 
companies commanded by other officers in a better 
condition. The ſoldier of fortune, however diſtin- 
guiſhed in his proſeſſion, ſhared all the miſeries of 
a long arrear of pay with the private centinel; and 
inſtead of reſtraining his men within the bounds of 
diſcipline, was obliged to concur with them in thoſe 
outrages and opprefhons, by which they endea- 
voured to ſupply their neceſſities. os 
IT ſeems extraordinary, that in a country, accuſ- 


| tomed to violence and inſurrection, among a peo- 


ple irritated and inſulted, enflamed by ſuperſtition, 
preſſed by neceſſity, and ſtimulated by the ſuggeſ- 
tions of the turbulent and factious, the king ſhould 
be enabled to execute his ſchemes of innovation, to 
change the properties of lands in various diſtricts, 
tranſplant the old inhabitants, and ſettle new colo- 
nies; while his government in Ireland, rigorous and 
offenſive as it was in various inſtances, was ſupport- 


ed only by an inconſiderable body of forces, poor, 


mutinous and diſordered, fo as ſcarcely to preſerve 
the appearance of a military eſtabliſhment. But 
the old Iriſh lords and chieftains, were now deeply 
impreſſed with the miſeries of Tirone's rebellion, 
their power and conſequence diminiſhed, without 
arms to furniſh the remains of their followers at 
home, and without hopes of ſuccour from abroad. 
Many, who in former times were abje&ly devoted 


to their ſervice, had by this time riſen to ſome de- 


gree of conſequence, by obtaining permanent ow 
| hot 
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holds, id enjoying the benefits of Engliſh law. Of 
theſe,1e more diſcerning were grateful to govern- 
mentfor their preſent Ecurity and independence, 
and @lld not be ſeduced into their former laviſh 
ſubndions. And although the manners and tem- 
rsf the old Iriſh could not be at once complete- 
by ndelled to civility, yet the progreſs made in re- 
feng thoſe of their own race, and the numbers 
of ritiſh inhabitants introduced into the ſeveral 
platations, formed a conſiderable balance againſt 
thturbulent and diſcontented. The kings ſchemes 
of eformation were not indeed conducted without 
abſes, and, in ſome inſtances, were in themſelves 
vous and. oppreſſive; but the grievances of 
Fe e particulars did not prevent the general good 
gets of his arrangements. Lands were cultivated 
ad improved, the "commodities of the country en- 
fk towns and villages built, commerce carried 
n with unuſual vigour and extent; fo that the cuſ- 
oms now began to afford ſome revenue to the crown, 
an advantage hitherto unknown. And in propor- 
tion as induſtry and civility advenced, the ſpirit of 
inſurrection was allayed and controuled, 6þÞþþ 


— 


Tak remained, however, circumſtances and Carte, 


occaſions, more than ſufficient to require a vigilant 
and well ſupported government; and incidents 
ſometimes occurred to alarm the ſtate. In the re- 
moter parts of Ireland, where the ancient manners 
ſtill prevailed, numbers of idle men were harbour- 

ed, young, active, high-ſpirited, and not prdvided 
with any regular means of ſubſiſtence; of conſe- 
quence turbulent, querulous, and eager for altera- 
tions. James deemed it prudent to drain the coun- 
try of ſuch inhabitants, and therefore gave licence 
to enliſt them for foreign ſervice ; not conſidering 
the immediate 3 y ing ſuch men; 8 

conſequences of teaching them the art of war; 
elſe ſacrificing his apprehenſions to the 8 
of the court of Spain, at the 8 
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treating for his ſon's match with the I The 
officers who were to raiſe, and conduct eſe men 
to the continent, were moſtly the ſons otetainers 
of the old rebels, devoted to the heir othe late 
earl of Tirone ; men who had been bred road in 
extravagant ideas of the ancient grandeurf their 
families, and inveterate averſion to the Enjſh go- 
vernment. They paſſed into Ireland early i ſum- 
mer to make their levies; they readily fed up 
their companies, but delayed to tranſporthem ; 
they neglected the orders and limits preſcried to 
them, ranged tumultuouſly through the kingem, to 
the great annoyance and terror of the pexable 
Inhabitants ; traverſed thoſe counties in whickheir 
families and connexions were moſt powerful;uri- 
ouſly obſerving all parts and places; renewingheir 
old friendſhips, practiſing with the diſconteted, 
confirming their prejudices, and enticing away 
their children from twelve years old and 1 
wards, to be conveyed into foreign countriesfor 
education. | 
Suc proceedings were juſtly alarming to he 
tate; and the alarm was encreaſed, when, at tle 
approach of winter, theſe captains advanced wih 
their men, in different bodies, to the neighbour 
hood of Dublin: burdening and harrafling the coun. 
try, and neither prepared nor inclined to embark, 
It was reſolved to detach ſome companies from gar- 
riſon to the new planted countries for their ſecuri- 
ty; at the ſame time ſome troops of horſe were 
drawn to Dublin, to attend the behaviour of the 
Iriſh companies quartered near the city, and to meet 
any miſchief that might ariſe. With difficulty, and 
by flow degrees, the tranſportation of the levies 
was effected; and the government freed from the 
apprehenſion of immediate danger. = 
Ir was mortifying to the king's deputy, to be 
ſent to adminiſter a government, unſupported, ex- 
poſed to the inſults of its enemies, perpetually 


Carte, 
O1m, 
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alarmed, and totally deſtitute of the neceſſary re- 


ſources. Faulkland made repeated repreſentations 
of his diftreſs, to James and his Engliſh council; 
enlarged on every circumſtance which diſcawered 
the malignity of the diſaffected, urged the danger 
to be apprehended from the 8 a powerful 
party, ready to embrace any violent meaſures which 
their clergy ſhould dictate; the alarming influence 
of this body, and the conſequences to be appre- 
hended from their mutual union and connexion with 
Rome; as it was now diſcovered, that an ecclefi- 
aſtical hierarchy, with a regular ſubordination of 
orders, offices, and perſons, was eſtabliſned through- 
out the kingdom by the papal power; their juriſ- 
diction exerciſed with as much regularity, and their 
decrees executed with as full authority, as if the 
Pope were actually in poſſeſſion of the realm. Every 
circumſtance that could awaken the ſuſpicion of the 
king and his miniſters, or alarm their fears for the 
peace and ſecurity of Ireland, was urged, to en- 
force the neceſſity of a ſpeedy augmentation of the 
army in this kingdom : the propriety of this mea- 
ſure was apparent; but an improvident prince, who 
laviſhed his treaſure, careleſsly and capriciouſſy; 
whoſe exchequer was empty, and even his credit 
exhauſted ; whoſe parliament was frugal, cautious, 
and ſuſpicious of the king, could not, without a 
natural reluctance, liften to any ſcheme that mutt 
encreaſe his expence. His revenue in Ireland was 
conſiderably ſhort of the charge of government; 
and ſuch had been the want of ceconomy in the mi- 
litary eſtabliſhment, that it amounted, notwithſtand- 
ing the wretched . of forces, to no leſs than 
two thouſand five hundred pounds Iriſh. The 
cuſtoms had, indeed, encreaſed in the preſent reign, 
from fifty pounds annually, to three thouſand, to 
fix thouſand, and afterwards to nine thouſand feven 
hundred pounds. The wars of Ireland, and the 
profits derived from * were, till the year 1617, 
112 at 
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at the abſolute diſpoſal of the deputy. The king 
then took them into his own hands, and by erect- 
ing a ſpecial office, executed by commiſſioners, and 
afterwards by the eſtabliſnment of a court of wards 
and liveries, contrived, in a ſhort time, to raiſe the 
revenue ariſing from wardſhips and tenures, to ten 


thouſand pounds annually. But ſuch gradual im- 


provements were not adequate to the neceſſities of 
government, and notwithſtanding their utmoſt ope- 


ration, the annual charge was above ſixteen thou- 


ſand pounds more than the annual revenue of the 
kingdom. | 
To ſupply this terrible deficiency, the commiſſi- 


oners ſent from England to examine the ſtate of the 


revenue, applied themſelves with zeal and aſſiduity. 


But as their knowledge of the country, and the 


temper and circumſtances of its inhabitants was not 
equal to their abilities, the devices they ſuggeſted 
were frequently impracticable or dangerous. They 
were ſcandalized at uſeleſs penſions and 22 


ments paid to officers of forts erected to defend the 


infant plantations, which were intended to laſt only 
for a time, until the ſettlements ſhould be com- 
pleted ; but they ſoon deſpaired of remedying the 
abuſe, when they found theſe penſions belonged to 
the moſt conſiderable perſons in the kingdom, men 
who ſhared in the adminiſtration, of too great in- 
fluence and power to be diſpoſſeſſed, or even pro- 
voked. Two other projects, which gave a violent 
and extenſive alarm, proved equally unſucceſsful. 
The cities and corporations of Ireland had received 
grants of large eſtates, not to be alienated, but re- 
gularly applied to the building of walls, and bridg- 
es, repairing fortifications, and other public or cha- 
ritable purpoſes. In ſome caſes, alienations had 
been made without licence; in others, the intended 
applications had been neglected. It was therefore 
propoſed to reſume theſe lands, and to raiſe the 
ſum of fifty thouſand pounds, by fines on regrant- 

ing 
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ing, or otherwiſe aſſigning of them. But this was 
a ſcheme, deemed on reflection extrernely hazard- 
ous and dangerous to attempt. In a country long 
inured to turbulence, at a time when government 
was neither duly ſupported, nor ſufficiently reſpect- 
ed, the danger of irritating large bodies of men, 
was ſeriouſly weighed ; and it was ſoon determined 


not to provoke thoſe, who, relying on their num- 


bers, were naturally apt for ſedition, and could 
eaſily engage a popular clamour in their cauſe. 
ANorhER device of theſe reformers affected the 
inhabitants of an entire province. The lords and 
gentlemen of Connaught, including the county of 
Clare, on their compoſition made with Sir John 


Perrot, in the reign of Elizabeth, had indeed ſur- 


rendered their eſtates to the crown, but had gene- 
rally neglected to enrol their ſurrenders, and to 
take out their letters patent. This defect was ſup- 
plied by king James, who, in his thirteenth year, 
iſſued a commiſſion to receive ſurrenders of their 
eſtates; which he re-conveyed, by new patents, to 
them and their heirs, to be holden of the crown, by 
knights ſervice, as of the caftle of Athlone. Their 


ſurrenders were made, their patents received the 


great ſeal, but, by neglect of the officers, neither 
was enrolled in chancery, although three thouſand 

pounds had been diſburſed for the enrolments. 

 ADvaNTAGE was now taken of this involunta 
omiſſion. Their titles were pronounced defective, 
and their lands adjudged to be ſtill veſted in the 
crown. The project recommended to the king, was 
nothing leſs than that of eſtabliſhing an extenſive 
plantation in the province of Connaught, ſimilar to 
thatof Ulſter; and in his rage of reformation it was 
moſt favourably received. The proprietors were 
juſtly alarmed; they and their partizans did not 
fail to make the moſt pathetic repreſentations, of 
the cruelty and injuftice of depriving a great num- 
ber of peaceable and loyal ſubjects of their eſtates, 
11 3 by 
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by a mere nicety of law, in derogation of the faith 
and honour of the king's broad ſeal. The omiſſion 
of enrolment was not imputable to them. An act 
of ſtate had, in lord Grandiſon's government, de- 
clared them confirmed in their poſſeſſions, for which 
they had paid large ſums into the exchequer, and 
were allowed to have ever diſcharged their annual 


compoſitions with remarkable punctuality. The 


project of a great weſtern plantation was not only 
difficult and complicated, but dangerous to be at- 
tempted, in a province ſtrongly ſituated, inhabited 


by an active and ſpirited people, abounding in idle 


ſwords. men; who, if driven to extremities, might 
at once ruſh into the moſt deſperate courſes that 
pride, reſentment, and neceſſity could ſuggeſt. 
Bur, inſtead of relying on the equity of the king, 
or his fears of future danger, the lords and gen- 
tlemen whoſe lands were threatened, wiſely contriv- 
ed to ſuſpend the alarming project, by addreſſing 
themſelves to his immediate neceſſities. They en- 
tered into treaty with their provincial lord preſident 
at Athlone, and with the ſtate at Dublin. They 
offered to purchaſe a new confirmation of their pa- 
tents, by doubling their preſent annual compoſiti- 


on: and as their tenure exempted them from ſuing 
cout their liveries or taking the oath of ſupremacy, 


they likewiſe agreed to pay a fine of ten thouſand 


pounds, computed to be as much as the king could 


gain by a plantation. The propoſal was received 
with due attention. James had, about this time, 
broke with Spain, and engaged in a war for the re- 
covery of the Palatinate. It had been long expe- 
rienced that the male-contents of Ireland regarded 
the Spaniards as their great reſource, and were rea- 
dily influenced by Spaniſh counſels. To guard a- 
gainſt their attempts, it was reſolved, as a meaſure 
abſolutely neceſſary, to augment the forces of Ire- 
land to four thoufand ; but the king's death inter- 
rupted the treaty with Connaught, by which the 
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my, the additional recruits were deſtined to fill up 
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new armament might have been aſſiſted. The ſcheme 
of a weſtern plantation was ſuſpended; and the care 
of providing for the ſecurity of Ireland devolved 
on Charles, together with the other perplexities at- 
tending the commencement of his reign. 

Taz acceſſion of a prince involved in m—_ 
wars, and embarraſſed by domeſtic factions, raiſed 
an unuſual ferment among the diſcontented in Ire- 
land. They were no ſtrangers to the neceſſities of the 
king, the murmurs and jealouſies of his firſt par- 
lament, and their reluctance to grant ſuch ſupplies 


as he deemed neceſſary for the operations of his 
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government. The recuſants in particular looked A. D. 


tion to the ſtate of England, as peculiarly favour- 
able to their views; they manifeſted an extraordina- 
ry contempt of penal ſtatutes, and no great reſpect 
to the government of lord Faulkland, who was con- 
tinued in his ſtation of deputy: and the practices 
of Rome were emyloyed to encourage and enflame 
them. A bull, of po 


wicked and peſtilent oath of ſupremacy, whereby 


the ſceptre of the catholic church was wreſted from 


the hand of the vicar of God Almighty : and ſuch 
ſenſeleſs blaſphemy had its full effect upon their ig- 
norance and ſuperſtition. 

Taz turbulence of this party, and the danger to 
be apprehended from their practices, were urgently 
repreſented to the king by his Iriſh council, com- 
poſed of the new Engliſh, fraught with the puri- 


tanic ſpirit, and full of horrors and fears of popery. 
In proportion as the alarm of inteſtine danger pre- 


2 = it was deemed more nece to ſecure the 
ingdom againſt any attempt of foreign enemies. 
Charles determined that his Iriſh forces ſhould be 


I 
v 
k 


farther augmented to five thouſand foot, and ſive 


hundred horſe. With a ſtrict attention to œcono- 


114 the 


period which threatened diſorder and diſtrac- 1625. 


pe Urban the eighth, exhort- A. P. 


ed them rather to loſe their lives than to take that 25 
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the old, inftead of forming any new bodies; yet, 
ſtill unable to ſupply the neceſſary expence, and un- 
aſſiſted by parliament, the king, without ſcruple, 
recurred for the preſent to prerogative. He order- 
ed this army to be quartered on the different coun- 
ties and towns of Ireland, who were to maintain 
them in turn, for three months at a time, with 
money, cloaths, and victuals. To reconcile the 
people to an impoſition fo extraordinary and fo ſe- 
vere, letters were addreſſed by his deputy to the ſe- 
veral communities, recommending a chearful ſub- 
miſſion, promiſing that the uſual compoſition ſhould 
be ſuſpended, and that the king ſnould grant other 
graces, which ſhould amply repay this their extra- 
ordinary expence. 1 
Tux hopes of extorting ſome favourable conceſ- 
ſions from the king's neceſſities induced the Iriſh 
ſubjects to ſubmit, with leſs reluctance, to the pre- 
ſent burden. They were till expoſed to vexatious 
inquiſitions into the titles of their eſtates, and were 
impatient to be freed from the apprehenſions of li- 
tigious ſuits. The popiſh party were not more ſo- 
licitous for the intereſts of their religion, than to 
extricate themſelves from the diſadvantages and 
mortifications to which they were expoſed by the 
penal ſtatutes. Their brethren in England were aſ- 
fiduous to recommend themſelves to the king, by 
zealouſly ſupporting his unconſtitutional meaſures. 
With the ſame policy the recuſants of Ireland af- 
fected an extraordinary ſolicitude to provide for the 
neceſſities of his Iriſh government. They conferred 
with the ſtate of Dublin. They gave lord Faulk- 
land aſſurances, that if ſome indulgence were grant- 
ed to thoſe of their religion, a voluntary contribu- 
tion might be obtained for the maintenance of the 
king's army. Thoſe of the proteſtant party, who 
had their grievances to be redreſſed, and their ap- 
prehenſions to be quieted, concurred in theſe aſſur- 
ances. They were favourably received. A grand 

| meeting 
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meeting of the principal nobility and gentry, in 
which the popiſh party was by far the more nume- 
rous, aſſembled in the caſtle of Dublin: they of- 


fered large contributions to purchaſe ſecurity to their 


lands, and a ſuſpenſion of the penal ſtatutes. Lord 
Faulkland, far from diſcouraging their overtures, 
adviſed them to ſend agents into England, to make 
a tender of their dutiful ſervices to the king, and 
to ſubmit the grievances and inconveniences to 
which they were expoſed, to his gracious conſide- 
ration. 5 
Tux bare hopes of indulgence were ſufficient to 


elevate the ſpirits of the popiſh party, even to 


extravagance. Reports were ſpread that they were 
now to be gratified with a full toleration of their 
religion, and it was exerciſed with an offenſive tri- 
umph, as if that toleration were already granted. 
The proteſtant clergy were provoked at their inſo- 
lence, and ſcandalized at the conceſſions of govern- 
ment: all of them were ſeriouſly averſe to popery, 
many even to a degree of rancour, imbibed amon 

the Engliſh and the Scottiſh puritans. On the plan- 
tations made in the reign of James, the new colo- 
niſts had been ſupplied with teachers principally 
from Scotland. They formed their churches on the 


preſpyterian model; and many refuſed to accepty..p, 


4 


epiſcopal ordination. To quiet ſuch ſcruples, the Hig. of | 
biſhops, by the approbation of Uſher their learned Puric. V. 
metropolitan, conſented to ordain them to the mi-I· P. 95- 


niſtry, without adhering ſtrictly to the eſtabliſhed 
form, and to admit ſome of their brethren of the 
Scottiſh preſbytery to a participation of their office. 
Thus the Scottiſh teachers enjoyed churches and 
tythes, without ufing the liturgy, and by zeal and 
diligence in their miniſtry gained a conſiderable de- 
gree of reſpect and authority. Such men clamour- 
ed loudly againſt the horrid defign of ſelling the 
truth, and eſtabliſhing idolatry tor a price : their 
brethren of other provinces, who had generally ſome 
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portion of the ſame ſpirit, readily united in the cla- 
mour. The archbiſhop of Armagh in this time 
of danger and offence, acted with the zeal that 
ſuited his ſuperior ſtation. He aſſembled ſeveral 
of the Iriſh prelates, to deliberate on the danger to 
which they were expoſed, and to bear their teſti- 
mony againſt the ungodly conceſſion to popery me- 
ditated by the ſtate. In the fervour of their zeal, 
theſe prelates unanimouſly ſubſcribed a proteſtation, 
which they called, The judgment of diverſe of 
* the archbiſhops and biſhops of Ireland concern- 
sing toleration of religion.” Dn; 

* Thr religion of the papiſts,” ſaid they, © is 
< ſuperſtitious and idolatrous ; their faith and doc- 
<« trine, erroneous and heretical ; their church, in 
reſpect of both, apoſtatical. To give them 
therefore a toleration, or to conſent that they 
may freely exerciſe their religion, and profeſs 
their faith and doctrine, is a grievous fin and 


© that in two reſpects; for, firſt, it is to make 


* ourſelves acceſſary not only to their ſuperſtitions, 
< 1dolatries, and herefies, and in a word, to all 
the abominations of popery, but (alſo, which is 
a conſequence of the former) to the perdition of 
the ſeduced people, which periſh in the deluge 
of the catholic apoſtacy. Secondly, to grant 
* them a toleration, in reſpe& of any money to be 
given, or contribution to be made by them, is to 


jet religion to ſale, and with it the ſouls of the 


people, whom Chriſt hath redeemed with his 
* blood. And as it is a great fin, ſo it is alſo a 
matter of moſt dangerous conſequence : the con- 
* fideration whereof we commit to the wiſe and ju- 
* dicious, beſeeching the God of truth to make 
them who are in authority, zealous of God's 
glory, and of the advancement of true religion; 
* zealous, reſolute, and courageous, againſt kj po- 
<< pery, ſuperſtition, and idolatry*.” Tux 

* We are told (in the life of primate Uſher) that this pro- 
teftation had a conſiderable effect in tetarding a project, the 


GL CHARLES 1 
Tar ſame abhorrence of popery, and the fame 


indignation againſt an attempt to ſet religion to fale, 
were expreſſed with great ardor from the pulpits. 
The inſolence of the popiſh party, the public man- 
ner in which they preſumed to exerciſe their rites, 
were repreſented in England in the moſt offenſive 
and alarming manner. The commons looked with 
ſtrictneſs and ſeverity into every inſtance of male- 
adminiſtration ; they could not paſs over any inci- 
dent which tended to juſtify their own ſuſpicions of 
a ſecret indulgence to the popiſh religion. It there- 
fore became an article of parliamentary remon- 
ſtrance, that popery was publicly profeſſed in every 
part of Ireland; and that monaſteries and nunneries 
were there newly erected and repleniſhed with vo- 
taries of both ſexes. 

In the mean time, the Iriſh agents continued Carte, 
their ſolicitations at the court of Charles, and, in Orm. 
deſpite of public clamour and ſuſpicion, found a 
very favourable reception for their overtures. They 
made the tempting offer of a voluntary contribu- 
tion of one hundred and twenty thouſand pounds 

to be paid in three years, by the way of three ſub- 
| fidies, each amounting to forty thouſand pounds, 
and each to be divided into equal quarterly pay- 
ments. The graces which they ſolicited in conſe- 
quence of this extraordinary exertion of loyalty, 
were in ſome inſtances indeed favourable to recu- 
ſants, but fuch as in general were evidently reaſon- 
able and equitable, calculated for the redreſs of 
thoſe grievances which perſons of all denominati- 
ſucceſs of which was abſolutely neceſſary to the king's affairs; 
and that lord Faulkland therefore requeſted the primate, in 
regard of the great eſteem in which he was held by both par- 
ties, to move them to grant an aid, without any previous con- 
ditions. Poſſibly the good prelate was the readier to undertake 
this office, as it might tend to remove any ſuſpicions of the 
urity of his conduct, or of his affection to the king's ſervice. 

is ſpeech on this occaſion was vehement, artful, and pathe- 
tic, and fo acceptable to the ſtate, that it was 2 
tranſmitted to the court of England. 
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ons had experienced, and tending to the peace and 


profperity of the whole nation. The bounty was 
accepted, the graces conferred, and tranſmitted by 
way of inſtruction to the lord deputy and council. 
AmMonc the numerous articles of which this in- 
ſtruction was compoſed, the moſt important were, 
that whereby the ſubjects were ſecured in the qui- 
et enjoyment of their lands, by limitting the king's 
title to ſixty years, and renouncing all claims of any 
earlier period ; that which admitted the recuſants 
to ſue their liveries, ouſter-le-mains, and other 


grants, depending in the court of wards, and to 


practife in the law courts, on taking an oath ſub- 
ſtituted in the place of the oath of ſupremacy, by 


which they profeſſed to acknowledge, and promiſ- 
ed to defend Charles as the rightful and lawful king 


of the realm; and that which admitted the inha- 
bitants of Connaught to make a new enrolment 
of their patents, and thus to ſecure their titles from 
future litigation. : 

By other articles, proviſion was made for re- 
ſtraining the burden and oppreſſions of the ſoldiery; 
for preventing grants of protection to perſons ob- 
noxious to the courts of law, for reſuming or limit- 
ing various patents of monopolies ; for regulating 
the collection of the king's rents and aſſeſſments for 
robberies; for reſtraining the abuſe of reprieving 
malefactors; for moderating the fees of courts and 
ſheriffs ; reducing the provoſt's marſhals to one in 
each province, and confining the execution of mar- 
tial law to times of war and rebellion. 

Wrrxxssrs in private cauſes were no longer to 
be bound over to the caſtle- chamber, nor jurors, to 
any court but on very apparent ſuſpicion of corrup- 
tion and partiality. Cuſtodiums of lands, granted 
upon outlawries, were to be diſcharged immediate- 
ly on a certificate of the reverſal. The teſtimony of 
perſons notoriouſly infamous or capitally convicted, 
for condemnation of any ſubject, was not to be ad- 
mitted but with certain due reſtrictions. 


GL CHARLES L 


Taz court of wards was alſo regulated and ab- 
bridged in the exerciſe of its powers. No grants of 
intruſions, or alienations, or leaſes of men's lands, 
were to be made out of that court, before the par- 
ty intereſted were perſonally ſummoned. No relief 
was to be paid for lands not exceeding five pounds 
a-year. No clerk, or inferior officer in that court, 
was to be made a commiſſioner for taking offices. 
Some of the beſt condition in each county were to 
be joined with the feodary and eſcheator in taking 
inquifitions. The court was inhibited from mak- 
ing enquiries farther than to the laſt deceaſed 
anceſtor, unleſs by ſpecial direction from the king. 
All compoſitions in this court were limitted to the 
eighth part of the real value of the lands. And the 


wardſhips and cuftodies of the eſtates of minors 


were to be moderately valued. 

Fox the more equal diſtribution of public bur- 
dens and charges, biſhops and patentees of diffoly- 
ed monaſteries (who pretended to certain privileges 
and exemptions) the new corporations, impropria- 


all made ſubject to them. 

| Fox the better diſcharge of the paſtoral care, it 
was provided that pluralities of benefices ſhould 
not be beſtowed upon unqualified perſons; that in- 
cumbents ſhould be compelled to preach, or keep 
ſufficient curates; that commiſſions ſhould be iflued 
for enquiring into endowed vicarages poſſeſſed by 
lay- improprietors, and to reform the abuſe; and 
that the incumbents of extenſive rectories ſhould 
de enjoined to maintain preaching-miniſters in cha- 
pels of eaſe. 

As the popiſh recuſants had clamoured againſt 
the ſevere demands of the eftabliſhed clergy, it was 
provided, that all unlawful exactions taken by the 
clergy be reformed and regulated. And the rigor 
with which their demands had been enforced, may 
be collected from the injunction annexed, © That 

S no 


= 


tions, and the temporal lands of eccleſiaſtics, were 
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* no extraordinary warrants of aſſiſtance, touching 
clandeſtine marriages, chriſtenings, or burials, or 
any contumacies pretended againſt eccleſiaſtical 
4 juriſdiction, are to be iſſued or executed by any 
chief governor; nor are the clergy to be permit- 
ted to keep any private priſons of their own for 
<* theſe cauſes; but delinquents in that kind are 
* henceforth to be committed to the king's public 
« gaols, and by the king's officers.” 

Fox the advancement of trade, it was provided, 
that ſeveral commodities might be tranſported into 
any of the king's dominions, or other countries in 
amity with him: that living cattle might be brought 
into any of his dominions without reſtraint or li- 
cence; and wool tranſported into England only, 
Paying the ordinary cuſtoms and duties. 

AnoTHER article, though ſeemingly of little con- 
ſequence, yet ſerves to ſhew that the king's miniſ- 
ters had been leſs attentive to reform the old natives 


than to derive advantage from their ignorance and 


barbariſm. The old odious cuſtom of plowing by 
the tails of cattle, or uſing the ſhort plows, as they 


were called, had been forbidden by an act of ſtate, 


under the penalty of ten ſhillings yearly on every 
ſuch plow. Their ſuperiors were little attentive to 
teach the poor a better method; nor were the king's 
officers ſolicitous to force them from their barbarous 


cuſtom ; they contented themſelves with levying a 
penalty, from which they themſelves derived the 
principal advantage, and thus converted it into a 


regular tax, ſo oppreſſive as to become a juſt ſub- 
ject of complaint. The penaly was therefore taken 


away, and the abuſe referred to the cognizance of 


a future parliament. 

Fox the benefit of the undertakers of Ulſter, 
the Scots were appointed to be made denizens, fo 
as to enjoy the full advantage of their ſettlements. 
Thoſe who by neglect of articles, had rendered their 
grants reſumable, were confirmed in their eſtates on 

doubling 
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doubling their rents, and paying a fine at the rate 
of thirty pounds for every thouſand acres. A com- 
miſſion was directed for paſſing new patents (of 
which the want and delay had made them uneaſy 
for ſome years) and to make a reaſonable compoſi- 
tion with thoſe among them who had built on glebe 
lands, and the incumbents to whom the glebe be- 
longed. And for the ſatisfaction of planters in 
other counties, who, by a like neglect of articles, 
had forfeited their titles, a farther time was grant- 
ed to them for performing the conditions of their 
Plantation. 

For a further ſecurity to all proprietors, their 
| ſeveral eſtates were to be confirmed to them and 
their heirs by the next parliament to be holden m 
Ireland; in which, likewiſe, to remove the jealou- 
fies and apprehenſions of every one throughout the 
realm, an act was to be paſſed for a free and gene- 

Bur in this capital article, which was to have 
given theſe graces the ſame force and ſtability with 
the petition of rights, granted about the ſame time 
in England, the king's fincerity appeared at leaft 
ſuſpicious. The body of inſtructions were tranſ- 
mitted in the month of May: in theſe the king ex- 
plicitly appointed the third day of the ſucceeding 
month of November as the time when he intended 
that the Iriſh parliament ſhould be holden. Lord . 
Faulkland, without attending to any farther circum- 
ſtances of formality, iſſued writs of ſummons for an 
Iriſh parliament to meet on the day named by the 
king. The impropriety of this procedure was ob- 
vious: by the law of Poynings, a certification of 
cauſes and confiderations, by the lord deputy and 
council of Ireland, was previouſly neceſſary, before 
the king's licence could be tranſmitted for holding 
a parliament in that kingdom. The council-board 

ſoon diſcovered and cenſured an omiſ- 
fion ſo eſſential. The matter was referred to the 


judges, 


——— — — — ——_— — — 2 
N 2 . : = SY = — n. Say * 


504 


HISTORY OF IRELAND B. IV. 


judges who pronounced the preſent writs of ſummons 
illegal and void. It ſeems extraordinary that the 
king and his miniſters could have been ignorant 
of the legal method of proceeding on this occaſion: 

or if that careleſs inattention to the affairs of Ire- 
land. which ſometimes prevails in England, in times 


the moſt compoſed, betrayed them into error, in 


theie days of agitation, it is ſtill more extraordi- 
nary, that the deputy and council of Ireland ſhould 
have been equally ignorant and erroneous. But, 
whether the irregularity were caſual or premedita- 
ted, nothing could have been corrected more eaſily 
and readily if Charles had been fincerely diſpoſed 
to give effectual relief and ſatisfaction to his Iriſh 


ſüubjects. Yet no new writs were iſſued, nor any 


new time ailigned for a legal and — conven · 
tion of the Iriſh parliament. 


Ver, as the people ſtill relied on the royal pro- 


| miſe, and as an act of ftate, though not confirmed 
by parliamentary ſanction, had uſually great weight 


in Ireland, the preſent conceſſions were received 
with general ſatisfaction. They ſeemed to complete 
that ſcheme of reformation, which was begun and 
carried on by James, with ſo much vigor and ſuc- 
ceſs. To ſucceeding times they promiſed to leave 
the eaſier taſk of correcting accidental abuſes; and 
the merit of deviſing ſchemes of improvement, to 


promote at once the proſperity of the le and 
the intereſts of the crown. * 


APPENDIX. 


THE following ſpeech is one of the remains of 
Sir Jom Davis, hitherto preſerved only in manu- 
ſcript. It was addreſſed, by this able and judicious 
enquirer into the affairs of Ireland, to lord deputy 
Chicheſter, in the year 1613; when the author was 
preſented and approved as ſpeaker of the firſt houſe 
of commons formed in this country by a general 
repreſentation, inſtead of being confined to mem- 

bers ſent by the counties and boroughs of the 
= Pars. It is printed from the copy in the original 
journal of this houſe of commons, communicated 
to the author by Joun Lopce, Eſq. It contains, 
and I have referred to it by the title of 
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A Diſſertation on the Progreſs and Conſtitution of the 
N Legiſlature of Ireland. = 


I nave ventured to ſubjoin a few notes, where 
the poſitions of Davis ſeem liable to exception, 
not ing the weight of his authority ; or 
where it was deemed proper to enforce, or to open 
ſome particulars which he hath touched lightly. 
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1 PENDERLR 
Die Veneris xxio. Maui, 1613. 

The Speaker's ſecond Speechein the Higher Houſe 
when the Lord Deputye had approved his Elec- 
WW, vi... 

Moſt Honourable and Right Noble Lord, 

0 NCE your high wiſdome (unto which 1 


humblye made my appeale) hath not thought 
it fitt to repeale, but rather to ratefye and confirme 


the judgment of theſe worthy knights and burgeſſes 


in electing mee (yet ſtill unworthie in myne owne 
opinion) to be their ſpeaker (which your lordſhip 
I doubt not hath been pleaſed to doe, not in regard 
of any worthines appearinge in mee, but for the 
honourablereſpe& you worthelye beare to that grave 
and wiſe afſembly that made the election) 

I po humblye and abſolutely ſubmitt myſelfe to 
your lordſhip's pleaſure, and fince theſe gentlemen 
have firſt conferred upon mee, and now your lord- 
ſhip hath confirmed unto me, the name and office 
of a Speaker, I will preſume (with your lordſhip's 
grace and favour) to ſpeak ſomewhat in this greate 
and entire aſſemblye of all the ſtates of this king- 
dom, that ſhall be proper and agreeable to the cir- 
cumſtances of the tyme, of the place, and of the 
perſons that are here afſembled. 


Ir is afaying, and a rule of the wiſeſt kinge that 
ever lived, ub: multa conſilia, ibi ſalus populi; and 


it is the direction of the wiſeſt kinge nowe livinge, 
that a common councell ſhall be holden at this tyme, 
and at this place, for the common good of the 
kingdom of Ireland. | 

SUCH common councells, or aſſemblyes of ſtates, 
are uſuall in all ſtates and common wealthes in one 


forme or another, and in divers countryes are called 
by divers names, but under the Engliſh: monarchie 


and the French, which are the two beſt tempered 
monarchies 


AT FENDI. 
monarchies in the world, they are called parlia- 


mentes. 

Tatst parliamentes, though they conſiſt of three 
different eftates, the kinge, the nobilitye, and the 
commons, yet, as in muſick, diftin& and ſeverall 
notes do make a perfect harmonye, ſo theſe coun- 
cells compounded of divers ſtates and degrees be- 
ing well ordered and timed, do make a perfect 
concord in a common wealth, Nam que harmonia 
dlicitur a muſicis in cantu, ea oft 5 in civitate concordia, 
ſaith Cicero, and this concord and harmonye of 
hearts, doth ever produce the ſafetye and ſecuretye 


of the people, which is the ſalus ns that Solo- 
mon ſpeakes of. 


Wurkor there cannot be a more certain de- 
monſtration then this, that theſe two kingdoms, 
which have been ruled by theſe parliaments are nowe 
the moſt auntient imperiall monarchyes of Chriſt- 
endome, and are withall twoe of the moſt flouriſh- 
inge common wealthes that are to be ſeene upon 

the face of the earth. 

Bur what doth this concerne this kingdome of 
Ireland, or what application hath it to the place 
and perſons preſent ? ailuredls when I ſpeake of 
the monarchye Saf England, i includ: the &irgdome 
of Ireland, within thc circle of that imperiall 
crowne. 

Fox the kinges of England noe ſooner were 
lords of Ireland but they made [A] a eall unyon 
of both theſe kingdomes as is manifeſt by authen- 
ticque records of the tym? of king John, and kinge 
H. 3d. fo as Ireland became but as a member, qua- 
i membrum Angliæ, as it is retolve't by all the juſti- 
ces in 3 H. 7. It became a member appendant 

and belonginge, as the act of facultyes 28 H. 8. 
calles it, or unyted and annexed to the imperiall 
crowne of the realme of England, as the ſtatute 


of 33 H. 8. (which gave to that prince the title 
of kinge of Ireland) doth terme it. 


K k 2 Ann 
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Axp now at this day (God be bleſſed) the ſub- 
jects of both realms have but one kinge, which is 
the renowned kinge of England, and are ruled and 
governed by one common law, which is the juſt and 
honourable common law of England; and as there 
is nowe but one common lawe, fo for the ſpace of 
DBI 140 yeares, after kinge H. 2d, had taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of the lordſhip of Ireland, there was but 
one parliament for both kingdoms, which was the 
* * „ all thattyme. But the lawes made in 


the parliaments of England were from tyme to tyme 


tranſmitted hither under the great ſeale of that king- 
dome, to be proclaymed, enrolled, and executed 
as lawes of this realme. 

Is this manner was the great charter of the an- 
tient libertyes of the Engliſh ſubjects, the ſtatutes 
of Merton and Marlebridge, ſent over by kinge 


John and kinge H. 3. the ſtatutes of Weſtminſter 


the firſt, ſecond, and third, and the ſtatute of 
Glouceſter by kinge Edw. 1. the ſtatutes of Lin- 
coine and of Yorke by kinge Edw. 2. 

AMoNGsT the reſt, that of Weſtminſter the ſe- 
cond, and that of Yorke, in their ſeveral pream- 
bles do make expreſſe mention, of the people and 
lande of Ireland as well as of England where the 
lawes were made. 

AlL which ſtatutes, together with the warrants 
and writtes, whereby they were tranſmitted, wee 
finde enrolled, and preſerved to this day among the 


records of this kingdome. 


Bur when then? how long ſince ? in what kings 
raigne was this great common councell, this high 
court of parliament, erected firſt and eftabliſhed in 
Ireland? 

[C] Dounrrxs, though the reſt of the ordenarye 
courts of juſtice beganne with the firſt plantation 
of the Engliſh colonyes here, yet the wiſdome of 
the ſtate of England thought it fitt to reſerve the 
power of making lawes to the parliamentes of Eng- 
land for many yeares after. So, 


APPEND 1 LL 


So, as this high extraordinarye court was not 
eſtabliſhed in Ireland by authority out of England, 
for many years after in the forme-that now it is, 

till towards the declyning of kinge Edward the ſe- 
conds raigne. For, before that tyme, the meetings 
and conſultations of the great lordes, with ſome of 
the commons for appeaſing of diſſentions among 


themſelves, though they be called parliamentes in 


the antient annales, yet being without orderlye ſum- 


mons or formal proceeding, are rather to be called 


parlies then parhamentes. 

Bur by what reaſon of ſtate was the ſtate of 
England moved to eſtabliſh this court of parlia- 

ment in Ireland at that tyme? 

ASSUREDLYE this common-councell was then in- 
ſtituted when Ireland ftood moſt in neede of coun- 
cell, for under the conduct of Edward le Bruis, the 
Scottiſh nation had over runne the whole realme, 
England had the ſame enemye att her backe, and 
the barons rebellyon in her bowells, and fo being 

diſtracted in her ſelf, could give neyther conſilium 
nor auxilium to the diſtreſſed ſubjects here, fo as 
they being left to their owne ſtrength and councell, 
did then obteyne authoritye from the ſtate of Eng- 


land to hold this common councell of the realme 


_— themſelves, for the quenching of that com- 
mon fyer that had almoſt conſumed the whole king- 
dome. 


Axp this by the teſtemonye of the beſt ante- 


quaryes, was the firſt tyme, and firſt occaſion of 
—_— this highe court of parliament in Ire- 
Bor nowe whye ſhould I not (with your lord- 
ſhips favor) proceede further, and take a briefe 
viewe of the principal parliaments that have ben 
holden in Ireland fince that tyme, and therein note 
and obſerve what were the motives from tyme to 
tyme of calling theſe common councells, and what 
and howe manye the perſons were, that were wont 
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APTPEND IL 
to be called thereunto, that it may appeare by way 


of compariſon howe farre this parliament is like to 
excell all former parliaments holden in this king- 
dome, not onelye in the felicitye of the tyme, but 
in all their circumſtances whatſoever. 

CERTAYNE it 1s, that the incurfion of the Scotts, 
and the inſurrection of the Iriſh concurringe with 
it, and the intolerable oppreſſion and extortion of 
the great lorde of the realme, under collour of 
meynteyning that armye, that ſhould repell the 
one, and repreſs the other, brought ſuch miſerye 


and defolation upon this lande about the latter end 


of Edward the 2ds raigne, as the Engliſh colonyes 
of the provinces, without the Engliſh Pale, fell for 


the moſt parte into ſuch corruption of manners, as 


it became a greater labour to reforme them by the 

lawe, then to conquer their enemies by the ſword. 
[THEREFORE in the beginning of the raigne of 

king Edward 3d. Sir Anthony Lucye did ſummon 


and hold one parliament, and Sir Ralph Ufford an 


other, and the principal cawſe of holding both theſe 


parliaments was to repreſs the infolencys, and re- 


forme the abuſes of the great lords deſcended of 
Engliſh race, of which the earle of Deſmond was 


the moſt exorbitant offender. 
Axp after that duringe the ſame kings raigne. 


Sir Thomas Rookeſby at one tyme, and Lyonel! 


duke of Clarence at another, held ſeveral parlia- 
ments at Kilkenny, which tended to no other end 
but to reduce the degenerate Fngliſh in generall 
from the barbarous cuſtomes of the Iriſh to their 


antient civil manners, and the obedience of their 


true mother the ſtate of England. 

AFTER this wee finde tte ſame cawſe ſtill to con- 
tynue of calling the ſucceedinge parliaments in this 
realme untill the warres of Lancaſter and Yorke 
began, which made a great alteration in both 
kingdoms, - 


— a. a. ad wt mitt oS. 
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For if you look into the parliament rolls of 
thoſe tymes, which are made betweene the 4oth 
yeare of kinge Edward 3d. and the oth yeare of 
kinge H. 6. wee ſhall firſt fynde the ſtatutes of 
Killkennye confirmed in every parliament, and 
then the lawes of ay + wr conſideration are againſt 
coigne and lyverye, ſeſſe of ſoldiers, night ſuppers, 
cumrick, and the like extortions, and lewde cuſ- 
tomes, which the Engliſh had learned among the 
Iriſh. 

So as for the ſpace of 140 yeares after the firſt 
erecting of this high court in Ireland, itt is appa- 
rant that never anye parliament was called to re- 
duce the Iriſhrye to obedience, or to perfect the 
conqueſt of the whole iſland, but onely to reforme 
the Engliſh colonyes that were become degenerate, 
and to retayne the ſoveraigntye of the crowne of 
England over them onely, and to no other end or 
purpoſe. | 

Bur when the civill warre in England betweene 
the twoe houſes was throughlye kindled, that fye- 
ry conſtellacion made ſuch an impreſſion upon this 
realme alſo, as the nobilitye following the ſeveral 
factions of England fell into the like diſſention 
here, which gave the Iriſh oportunitye to re-con- 
quer the greateſt parte of the Engliſh colonyes, 
whoe thereupon fell into ſuch a relapſe of barba- 


riſme, as the fruite of the former parliaments was 


utterlye loſt, and noe part of the realme but theſe 
foure ſhires of the Pale left under the obedience 
of the lawe of England. 
Bur what did the governors of this kingdome 
then, when the juriſdiction of the lawe was drawne 
into ſo narrowe a compaſſe? Did they ſummon any 
more parliaments, or did they onutt to call the 
common councell of the realme, for that the great- 


eſt parte of the realme had rejected the Engliſh 


lawe and government? 
K k 4 


ASSUREDLYE 
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AssvreDLyE they were ſo farre from that ne- 
glecte, or omiſſion, as parliaments were never cal. 
led ſo often, nor ſo thick one upon another, as in 
the tymes of kinge H. 6. and kinge Edward 4th. 
for ſcarſe there paſt a yeare without a parliament, 
and ſometymes two or three parliaments were ſum- 
moned and held within the compaſſe of a yeare, 
which was ſuch a trouble and charge to the ſubject 
as a ſpecial law was made, that there ſhould be but 
one parliament held in a yeare. 

Bur to what end did they call ſo manye parlia- 
ments, what matters did they handle in theſe com- 
mon councells ? Did they conſulte about the reco- 
verye of the provinces that were loſt? or about fy- 
nall ſubduynge of all the Iriſhry? Wee finde no 


ſuch matters at all propounded, but wee finde in 


the parliaments in the rolls of that tyme, an ex- 
traordenarye number of private billes and petitions 
anſwered and ordered in parliament, conteyninge 
ſuch meane and ordenarye matters, as but for want 
of other buſineſs, were not fitt to be handled in ſo 
highe a courte. 


Anp ſuch were the motives of callinge the par- 


liaments in this kingdome, and the matters therein 
debated, duringe the warres of Yorke and Lan- 
caſter, and aſter that likewiſe untill the tenth yeare 
of kinge H. 5th. . 

In that yeare, which was the tenth yeare after 
the unytinge of the roſes, as nowe it is full ten 
yeares, fince the unitynge of the kingdomes under 
one imperiall crowne. (A happie period of tyme 
: 2 * for holding of a parliament in this king- 

ome. 

In that yeare did Sir Edward Poyninges ſum- 
mon and holde this famous parliament, wherein 
doubtles hee ſhewed a lardge heart, and a greate 
defire of a generall reformation, and to that end 

procured 
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n 
procured many generall lawes to paſſe, which wee 
finde moſt rrofitable and neceſſarye for the common 
weale at this daye. 

Amonc the reſt hee cawſed twoe lawes to be 
made, which may rightlye be called leges legum, 
being excellent lawes, concerning the lawes them- 
ſelves, whereof one did _ backwarde ' = 
tyme and gave a g upplye to the defects 
of fa 8 ge and eſtab- 
liſhinge at once in this realme all the ſtatutes for- 
merlye made in England. 

Tx other looked forward to the tyme to come, 

by providing that from thencefourth there ſhould 
be noe parliament holden here untill the acts which 
ſhould be propounded were firſt certified into Eng- 
land, and approved by the kinge and his councell 
there, and then returned hither under the great 
ſeale of that realme. 3 

[D] Ts latter act is that wee call Poynings 
act, and is in deede that act of parliament which is 
a rule for our parliaments untill this daye. 

Bur theſe acts paſt by Sir Edward Poyninges, 
though they were made and meant for the generall 
good, and gave indeed the firſt overture for the ge- 
neral reformation that hath followed ſince that tyme 
yet could they not produce ſo good and greate an 
effecte as was intended by thoſe lawes, becauſe that 
more then three partes of foure of this kingdome 
at leaſt were then and longe after poſſeſt hy the 
Iriſh and unreformed Engliſh, which were not an- 
ſwerable to the lawe. 

As for the principall parliaments which have 
been holden fince that tyme, duringe the raignes of 
kinge H. 8. queen Marye, and queen Elizabeth 
(for kinge Edward 6th. did call noe parliament in 
Ireland) they were all ſummoned upon ſpeciall and 
particuler occaſions, and not for the general ſettle- 
ment of the whole kingdome. — 

| Fox 
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For to what end was the parliament holden by 
the L. Leonard Graye in 280. H. 8vi, but to at- 


taynt the Giraldines, and to aboliſhe the uſurped 


authority of the pope ? 
Wrereroze did Sir Anthonye St. Leger call 


the next parliament after in 380. H. 8vi, but to in- 


veſt that prince with the title of kinge of Ireland, 
and to ſuppreſſe the abbeyes and religious houſes ? 

To what purpoſe did Thomas Earle of Suſſex 
hold his firſt parhament in 30. & 40. of kinge 
Phillip and queene Marye, but to ſettle Leix and 
_ Offallye in the crowne ? 

And his ſecond in the ſecond yeare of queene 
Elizabeth, but to reeſtabliſh the reformed religion 
m this kingdom ? 


Wnar was the principall cawſe that Sir Henry 


Sidney held a parliament in the xjth yeare of queene 
Elizabeth, but to extinguiſh the name of O Neale, 
and entitle the crown to the greateſt parte of Ulſter ? 

An, laſtlye, what was the chiefe motive of the 
laſt parliament holden by Sir John Perrott, but the 
attaynder of twoe great peeres of this realme, the 
viſcount Baltinglas, and the erle of Deſmond, and 


for veſtinge of their lands, and the lands of their 


adherents, in the actual poſſeſſion of the crown? 
AND now having made a ſumarye collection of 
the principall cawſes of ſummoninge the former 
parliaments which from tyme to tyme have ben 
holden ſince the firſt inſtitution of this high court in 
Ireland, I muſt not forgett to note alſo unto your 
lordſhip, what and how manye perſons were called 
in former tymes to make up the bodye of this 
t councell, 1 1 3 cs 
For the perſons be he 339. yeare of kinge 
H. 8. wee * not finde any to have had place in 
parliament but the Engliſh of bloud, or Engliſh of 
birth onelye, for the mere Iriſh in thoſe dayes were 


never 
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never admitted, aſwell becauſe their countryes lying 
out of the lymitts of countyes, could ſende noe 
knights, and having neyther cittyes nor boroughs 
in them, could ſende noe burgeſſes to the parliament; 
beſides, the ſtate did not then hold them fitt to be 
truſted with the councell of the realme. 

For the number ſince before the 34th yeare of 


ſhires, there were noe more but twelve countyes in 
Ireland befides the libertye of Tipperarye ; the 
number of knights muſt needs have ben fewe; and 
fince the antient cittyes were but foure, and the 
boroughs which ſent burgeſſes not above thirtye, 
the entire bodye of the whole houſe of commons 
could not then conſiſt of one hundred perſons; and 
though queene Mary did adde twoe ſhires, and 
queene Elizabeth ſeaventeene more, to encreaſe the 
number of knightes in that howſe, yet all did not 
ſende knights to the parliament, for the remote 
ſhires of Ulfter returned none at all. 
Fon the lords temporall, though they are yet but 
fewe, yet was the number lefle before kinge H. 8. 
was ftiled kinge of Ireland, for fince that tyme 
divers of the Iriſh nobillitye, and ſome deſcended 
— race, have ben created both earles and 
8 


Aup laftly, for the biſhops and archbiſhops, 


2 their number was greater then nowe it is, 
in reſpect of the divers unions made of later years, 
yet ſuch as were reſident in the mere Iriſh countryes, 


and did not acknowledge the kinge to be their pa- 


tron, were never ſummoned to any parliament. 
AnD now, by way of compariſon, it may eaſie- 
lye appeare unto your lordſhip howe much this firſt 
parliament nowe begunne under the bleſſed govern- 
ment of our moſt gracious kinge James, is like to 
excell all former parliaments, as well in — 


kinge H. 8. when Meath was devyded into twoe 
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the cawſe and tyme of callinge it, as of the perſons 
that are called unto it. 

For this parliament (God be bleſſed) is not 
called to repelle an invaſion, or to ſuppreſſe a re. 
bellion, or to reduce degenerate ſubjects to their 

obedience. Itt is not ſummoned to paſſe private 
bills onelye, or to ſerve private turnes, or for any 
one ſpeciall ſervice for the crowne, though ſuch have 
been the occaſions and cawſes of callinge the moſt 
parte of the former parliaments. 

Bur nowe fince God hath bleſſed the whole iſland 
with an univerſal peace and obedience, together with 
plentye, civillitye, and other felicityes, more then 
everit enjoyed in any former age. | 

Tunis general councell of the whole realme is 
nowe called principallye to confirme and eſtabliſhe 
theſe bleflings unto us, and to make them perpe- 
tuall to our poſterityess 

Ac Arx, this parliament is not called in ſuch a 
broken and miſerable tyme, that wee neede com- 
playne in our billes and petitions of the miſeryes 
and calamityes of this kingdome, whereas the rolles 

of former parliaments are full of ſuch complaynts; 

but it is called as it were in the yeare of jubile, or 
upon the Saboath of this land, being nowe at reſt 
after all her travayles, which laſted four hundred 
yeares together. 

IT is called in the tyme of greateſt ſecuretye, 
and in the moſt joyfull and happie tyme that ever 
did ſhine upon the inhabitants of this kingdome. 

AGAYNE, itt is not called in ſuch a tyme as when 
the four ſhires of the Pale onely did ſend their 
barons, knightes, and burgeſſes to the parliament, 
when they alone tooke upon them to make lawes 
to bind the whole kingdome, neglecting to call the 
fubjects reſidinge in other partes of the realme un- 
to them, as appeareth by that parliament — 
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che viſcount of Gormanſton, which Sir Edward 
Poyninges, in the tenth yeare of kinge Hen. 7th. 
cawſed to be utterlye repealed, and the acts there- 
of made voide, chiefly for that the ſummons of 

liament went forth to the foure fires of the 
Pale onely, and not unto all the reſt of the coun- 
tyes. 


and mightye kingdome being wholye reduced to 
ſhire ground, conteyneth thirty-three countyes at 
large, when all Ulſter and Connaught, as well as 
Leinſter and Munſter, have voyces in parliament 
by their knights and burgeſſes, when all the inha- 
bitants of the kingdome, Engliſh of birthe, Eng- 


. 


liſh of bloude, the new Britiſh colonye, and the 
old Iriſh natives, doe all meete together to make 


lawes for the common good of themſelves and 


their poſterityes. | 
To this end his majeſtie hath moſt gratiouſlye 


and juſtlye erected divers newe boroughs in ſundrye 
partes of this kingdome. I ſay his majeſtie hath 


done it moſt juſtlye, even as his highnes himſelfe 
hath ben pleaſed to ſay, that he was obliged in juſ- 
tice and honor, to give all his free ſubjects of this 
kingdome indifferent and equal voyces in making 
of their lawes, ſo as one halte of the ſubjects ſhould 
not make laws alone, which ſhould binde the other 
halfe without their conſents. 

NEyTHER is this a new or ſtrange preſident, for 
his majeſtie doth but followe the ſteppes herein of 
his next predeceſſors which went before him. 

Quzeene Marys made two countyes of Leix 
and Offalye, whereby they were enabled to ſend 
ry ha the — ag ſhe erected ef 
in thoſe new countyes alſoe, that ight 
burgeſſes as well as knights. OY 

Is queene Elizabeth's tyme, Sir Henry Sidney 
made e countyes in Connaught, — 

ore 


Bur it is called in ſuch a tyme, when this greate 


213, 


816 


1 | 
before the parliament, which hee held in the xjth 


yeare of that queene. 

Axp after him Sir John Perrott did the like in 
Ulfter, neare about the beginninge of the laſt par. 
liament out of theſe new countyes, ſo manye knights 
were added to the lower houſe, yet noe man tooke 
exception thereunto. | 

Tnis did queene Elizabeth in her tyme ; what 
hath kinge James doune nowe ? whereas the queene 
had omitted to make boroughes in theſe newe 
countyes, the kinge hath nowe dro that defect, 
by makinge theſe new corporations wee ſpeak of, 
for whie ſhould all your old ſhires have cittyes and 
boroughes in them, and theſe new countyes be 
without them, or ſhall queene Elizabeth be able 
to make a countye, and ſhall not kinge James be 
able to make a borough ? 

Bur what portion is there now obſerved between 
the number of the countyes, that before this tyme 
had no boroughes in them, and the number of the 
boroughes newely erected ? 

CERTENLYE the number of theſe new boroughes 
compared with the countyes that never had any 
burgeſſes before this tyme, doth carrye a leſſe pro. 
portion then the antient boroughs, compared with 
the number of the antient countyes, for in thoſe 


12 or 13 old ſhires, there are thirtye cittyes and 


boroughes at leaft, which ſend citizens and bur- 
geſſes to the parliament. 1 

Wurxkkas for ſeaventeene countyes at large, be- 
ing more then halfe the ſhires of the kin 
which had not one borough in them before this new 
erection, his majeſtye hath nowe latelye erected but 


fortye newe boroughes, or thereabouts, which in 


the judgment of all indifferent men muſt needs 
ſeeme reaſonable, juſt, and honourable. 


LASTLYE 
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LASTLYE this parliament is called in ſuch a tyme 
when all the lords ſpirituall and temporall do ac- 
knowledge the king of England to be their un- 
doubted patron ; and when all the lords temporall 
do appeare in an honerable faſnion like themſelves, 
none of them (God be thanked) clayminge any 
ſuch priviledge, as the undutifull earle of Deſmond 


was wonte to clayme, that hee ſhould never be ſum- 


moned to come within any walled towne, nor to 
any parliament or graund councell, but at his owne 
will and pleaſure. 

Wurkkupox, I may poſitively conclude, that this 
preſent parliament nowe begun by your lord ſhip, 
doth paſſe and excell all former parliaments that 


ever were holden in this kingdome, as well in the 


happineſs of the tyme wherein it is called, and the 
importance of the cawſe for which it is called, as 
in the number and worthines of the perſons wkich 
are called thereunto. 1 | 

AnD this doubtleſs is a great honour and happi- 
neſs unto your lordſhip above all the former vice- 


royes of this kingdome, for that your lord ſhip doth 
nowe hold the firſt parliament, that may juſtlye be 


called a common councell, wherein all the commons 


throughout the kingdome are preſent, and have 


free voyces by their knights and burgeſſes; a fæli- 


citye and a glorye that manye of your predeceſſors, 
zealous of the reformation of this kingdome, did 


| exceedinglye defire, but could never attayne unto 
itt, 3 


| Hows glad would Sir Henry Sidney have ben 


to have ſeene this day; he that ſo much defired to 
reduce Ulſter, but could never perfectlye perfourme 


it, what honor would he have thought it unto him- 
ſelfe, if he might have held a parliament, unto 


which that province ſhould have ſent ſo manye 
worthy knights and burgeſſes as now it doth 


How 
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Hows joyfull would Thomas erle of Suſſex have 
ben, to have ſeene the ſtatute hee cawſed to be 
made for reducinge the Iriſh countryes into ſhire 
ground, to have taken ſo good effect as nowe it 


countyes, and do all ſend knights to ſerve in this 
liament ? 

In a word, Sir Edward Poyninges, in the tyme 
of kinge H. 7th. and Lyonell duke of Clarence, 
in Edw. 3. his tyme, if they could have ſeene but 
halfe ſuch an aflemblye in their parliaments, would 


have thought themſelves happie and highlye ho- 


nored ; and yet thoſe parliaments holden by them, 
are the moſt famous parliaments that have ben for- 
merly holden in this kingdome. 


Ax truely, as your lordſhip hath more honour 


in this reſpec then any of your predeceſſors, fo I 
may juſtly ſay without adulation, that your lordſhip 
hath merited this particular honor more then any 


of them that have gone before you. 


bliſht the publique peace of the kingdome ? 


For if it be an honor unto you to hold ſuch a 
parliament, you doe but reape the fruite of your 
owne labours, fince yourſelfe principallye have pre- 
pared the waye to this parliament, aſwell by your 
marſhall vertue in tyme of warre, as by your juſtice 
and pollicye in the tyme of peace 


Fox hath not your lordſhip (I humbly crave your 


lordſhip's pardon, I will not preſume to aſke you 
the queſtion) but I will aſke theſe reverend prelates 
and noble lords, theſe grave and learned judges, 


| theſe worthie knights and burgeſſes, I will aſke 


them the queſtion ; hath not this moſt noble depu- 


tye ben a principall author of the reformation of 
chiefe inftruments for ſuppreſſinge the late rebel- 


lion? and hath not his juſtice fince that tyme eſta- 
Harn 


hath, ſince all theſe countryes are nowe brought into 


A P P E N D I X. 
Harn hee not acted his part ſo well upon this 


theater of honor, as noe man 1s ambitious to come 
upon the ſtage after him, knowing it is more eaſye 
to ſucceede him in his place, then to follow him in 
his paynefull and prudent courſe of government, 
and that he muſt be as ſtrong as Hercules to un- 


dergoe the burden that ſuch an Atlas hath borne 


before him? 
Nav, hath not himſelfe performed Hercules la- 


bours in ſuppreſſing more monſtrous enormityes in 
Ireland, then Hercules himſelfe did deſtroye mon- 


ſters when hee ſought adventures over all Europe? 


I asxe not theſe queſtions, as if any man here 
were doubtfull or ignorant of his noble vertues and 
deſerts, but as praiſe is nothing but a reflection of 


vertue, ſo ſhould it be delivered rather collateral- 
lye then directlye, to avoyde ſuſpicion of direct 


ttery, which I knowe your lordſhip loveth not, 

as I knowe your lordſhip needes it not. 
NEveRTHELESS (right 3 lord) for nowe 
I muſt convert my ſpeeche to your lordſhip, though 
you have noe neede of my e, yet it is moſt 
needefull in reſpect of the place you hold, that your 
lordſhip ſhould be adorned with all praiſe-worthye 
| vertues. You had neede be a vertuous and moſt 
worthy deputy, fince you ſett in the throne, and 
repreſent the perfon of the moſt vertuous and ex- 
cellent kinge in the world. 


Fon hee that doth fight with the ſword of a 


kinge, write with the penne of a kinge ; hee that 


hath the juftice, mercye, and bountye of a kinge 
in his hands, had neede be furniſht with thoſe no- 
ble powers and vertues as are fitt for the rule and 
government of a kingdome, ſpecially if hee hold 
the place of ſuch a kinge, as our moſt renowned 
and pratious ſoveraigne is, who is the greateſt and 


earth. 
Vor, II. L1 


beſt kinge that nowe raigneth upon the face of the 
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I cALL him the greateſt kinge, not ſo much for 
the largeneſs and extent of his terretoryes, nor for 
the multitude of his ſubjects, though he be in poſ- 
ſeſſion of three great kingdomes, and doth com- 
mand more martiall and able men then any kinge 
in Europe at this daye. 

Bur I will call him indeede the greateſt kinge 
for his exceedinge great meaſure of goodneſs and 
vertue, and for the grace and favor that his 
majeſtie ſtandeth in with the devyne majeſtie the 
Kinge of kings. 

Fon if that man be accompted the greateſt ſub- 
ject of a kingdome that is in higheſt favor with a 

kinge upon earth, whie ſhould not that kinge be 
the greateſt kinge on earth that is in greateſt favor 
with the Kinge of Heaven ? 

Anp that our moſt gratious ſoveraigne ſtandeth 
in higheſt favor with 15 
ly appeare by the * 4x bleſſings powered 
from Heaven upon him, and upon his kingdomes 
for his ſake, by the ſpetiall providence and care 
God hath alwayes had of his Cond perſon, by pro- 
_ tecting and —— him from his enemyes. 

AGAYNE, I will call his majeſtie the beſt kinge, 
for that he is a moſt juſt kinge, and juſtice is the 
beſt of all kinglye vertues; and for that alſoe hee 
is a moſt bountefull kinge, reſembling therein the 
devyne goodneſs, ever ſpreddinge and communi- 
catinge his riches unto others, which wee muſt needs 
remember in this kingdome, for wee can't forg 
it without ingratitude, ſince we all knowe that his 

majeſtie doth not onely expend 2 whole revenue 
of this lande upon it leiter by but es yearely 2 
of England a — maſſe of 4 to ſupport 
extraordenarye charge thereof, out of onk - 
greater number of us here preſent, by enterteyn- 
ments, penſions, or rewards, do taſte every day of 
has majeſties bountye. 
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LasTLyYE, his majeſtie ought to be called the beſt 
kinge, aſwell for his ſweete inclynation to peace, 
whereby hee doth make happie both his owne do- 
mynions, and alſo his neighbor kingdoms round 
about him; | 


As for his finguler pietye and religion towards 
God, which is the beſt and higheſt praiſe that can 


be given to any prince. 


Bur I ſhould launch fourth into a mayne ſea, 
that hath neyther bottome nor ſhoare, if I ſhould 
proceede further in the praiſe of ſuch a prince, whoſe 
worthynes exceeds all degrees of compariſon , itt 
is a theame too highe and too large for me to han- 
dle, it becometh mee better to give thanks then 


prayſe. 
Anv, therefore, I will conclude with moſt hum- 


ble thankes, firſt unto Almightye God for giving 


us ſuch an excellent kinge; then unto our moſt 
gracious kinge for appoyntinge us ſo worthy a de- 
putye; and laſtlye, unto our noble deputye for all 


his good ſervices and endeavours tendinge ſo much 


to the honor of God and the kinge, and the gene- 
ral good of the whole kingdom. 

Ax now I deſcend unto theſe humble petitions 
which I am to make, &c. 

Wherein he moſt bumblye requeſted that the antient 
rights and priviledges of the houſe of commons, in free- 
ly delivering their ſpeech and mindes, and of being free 
from arreſt, as well tbhemſelves as their ſervants, dur- 
inge the tyme of parliament, might be kept whole and 
untouched; and if that in anye thinge not well by them 
underſtood, they ſhould happen to offend, hee requeſted 
leave, as well for bimſelfe as for the reſt, to have acy 
ceſs unto his lordſhip. 
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NOTE Ss 


ON THE 


FOREGOING SPEECH. 


[A] 4 real union. &c.] In the Hiſtory of Ireland during 
the reign of Henry the Second, I have endeavoured to eftab- 
liſh this poſition ; and it is with pleaſure that I find my own 
ſentiments confirmed by ſo great an authority. Molyneux 
(in his caſe of Ireland, &c.) contends, that by the donation 
of Ireland to John, ** it was moſt eminently ſet a part as a 
r ſeparate and diſtin kingdom: — that the regality of Ire- 
4% land was wholly and ſeparately veſted in John, being ab- 
« ſolutely granted to him without any reſervation.” But we 
have — ſeen (Vol. I. P: 132) that the ſubjects of Ire- 
land, in conſequence of this donation, were bound not only to 
John and his heirs, but alſo to the king and his heirs: and 


that in the grants of earl John during the reign of Richard 


the Firſt, the lord of Ireland excepts thoſe things which per- 
tain to the crown. (Vol. I. p. 158.) In his grant to the ca- 
nons of St. Thomas the Martyr in Dublin, his expreſſions are 


% Volo etiam et firmiter præcipio, quod prædicti canonici ha- 


„% habeant unum burgagium liberum et quietum ab omnibus 
% conſuetudinibus, et tallagiis et omnibus demandis, PR =TER 
4 ACTIONES ET PLACITA, QUE SPECTANT AD REGIAM 
Corona. “ (Rot. Antiq. penes Comit. Midiz )”” “ 

Bur this idea of a ftrit and inſeparable connexion origi- 
nally intended between the two kingdoms, cannot be more 
clearly expreſſed than by the words of the you? made to 
prince Edward in the 38th year of Henty III. The king 

ts to Edward —** totam terram Hiberniz, exceptis civita- 

7 tibus Dublin et Limerick, &c. totum comitatem Ceftriz 

« cum caſtris et villis, —una cum conqueſlu Walliz in finibus 

& illis, — et totam villam Briſtol cum caſtello, &c.”—with one 
| ex 
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I is deemed unneceſſary to tanſlate the following Latin 
Quotations, as they are already tranſlated, or ſufficiently ex- 
plained in the former part of chis Work, 


. 


expreſs reſtriction, wich reſpect to the Engliſh as well as the 
Triſh territories, bothof which are conſidered as indiſcriminately 
and equally belonging to the crown of England. —* Ira tamen 
«© quod prædictæ et terræ et caſtra omnia nunQuaMm SEPA- 
«© RENTUR A&A CORONa; et quod nullus, ratione iſtius dona- 
« tionis eidem Edwardo factæ, aliquid jucis vel clamiealiquo 
% tempore ſibi vindicare poſſit; ſed inT&crE MAN EANT 
c REGIBUS ANGLIA IN PERPETUUM,” (Rymer. tom. 1. 

. 501.) 

IB] For the ſpace of 149 years, &c.] AccorninG to this 
aſſertion, the ſubjects of Ireland had no great councils, or 
parliaments of their own, until the eighth or ninth year of 
the reign of Edward the Second. On the other hand it is 
contended, that Henry the Second, beſides the appointment of 
counties, ** of ſheriffs, and of other officers neceſſary for the 
execution of Engliſh laws, gave the new ſettlers of Ireland 
what is called Mopus TENENDI PARLIAMENTA. (See 
 Molyneaux” Caſe, &c. p. 26) The authenticity of the record 
exhibited as this Mopus, is indeed liable to many objections; 
yet there is ſome evidence, that the Engliſh ſettled in Ireland 
held their great or general councils, even in the reign of Henry 
the Second; for, a ſtatute of Henry Fitz-Empreſs is recited 
in an Iriſh act of parliament, 2 Richard III. and confirmed 
and ratified by this act. Nor do we want evidence of great 
councils in Ireland much earlier than the time aſſigned by Sir 
John Davis for the commencement of them. In the 38th 
year of Henry the III, the, king in order to obtain aid aginſt 
the king of Caſtile, orders a great council to be formed in Ire- 
land by a convention of prelates, cum aliis magnatibus ter- 
« ræ Hiberniz.” (Rymer. tom. i. p. 497.) About the year 
1295, or to ſpeak more preciſely, not later than the year 1303, 
it appears from a record in the Black-Book of Chriſt Church, 
Dublin, that a grand council or parliament was held in Ireland 
(the proceedings of which have been already ſpecified (Vol. I. 
p. 54.) and this with form and ſolemnity. The record ſaith, 
% Tuſticiarius hic de communi conſilio dom ĩ ii regis in hac 
& terra, ad pacem firmius ſtabiliendam, ordinavit et ſtatuit 
«© generale parliamentum hic ad hunc diem. Et mandatum 
% fuit archiepiſcopis, epiſcopis, abbatibus, et prioribus, quo- 
© rum præſentia videtur ad hoc eſſe neceſſaria, necnon et 
„ comitibus, baronibus, & aliis optimatibns terrz hujus, vi- 
«© delicet unicuique eorum pro ſe, quod eſſent hic ad hunc 
© diem. Et nichilominus, præceptum fuit vice-comitibus 
„ Dubliniz, Louethiæ, Kildariz, Waterfordiz, Katherlagh, 
% Kilkenniz, & Ultoniz, quod unuiquiſque eorum pro ſe, 
* videlicet vice comes in pleno comitatu ſuo, et ſeneſcallus in 
% plena curia ſua libertatis ſuz, per aſſenſum comitatis ſai, 
s ſeu libertatis, EL1Gc1 faceret puos de probioribus et diſ- 
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« cretionibus Mil ir Ius de ſingulis comitatibus et liberta- 


* tibus, qui hie nunc intereſſent, plenam poteſtatem habentes 


6 de tota communitate comitatus & libertatis ad faciendum, 
« &c.” — Surely we have here an inſtance of a great council, 


which Davis himſelf would acknowledge to be a PARLIA- 


MENT, and not a PARLEY, earlier than the eighth year of 
Edward the Second. 

THrar the ſubjects of Ireland conſidered the aſſembling and 
deliberating among themſelves on all national affairs, as their 
right and privilege eſtabliſhed. and expreſsly ſtipulated, on their 
firſt ſettlement, we have a clear proof in the curious record 
annexed to Vol. I. (See Appendix, No. 2.) We are not 
% bound,” ſay the clergy of Armagh, according to the li- 
4 berties, privileges, laws, and cuſtoms of the church and land 
& of Ireland, to ele& or to ſend any of our clergy to the 
* parts of Engiand, unto parliaments or councils to be held 
„ in England.” — We are not bound,” faith the ſheriff of 
% Louth, ag: eeably to the rights, privileges, liberties, laws 
% and cuſtoms of this land of Ireland, from the time of the 
4 conqueſt of the ſame, and hitherto uſed, to elect or ſend any 
« perſons from the ſaid land, to parliaments or councils tobe 
* held in England, to treat, conſult, and agree, as this writ 
* requires. And according to the extracts of this record 


* 


which I found in the Bodleian Library, the anſwer of the 


county of Dublin was equally decifive and explicit. The 
nobles and commons of this county declare with one voice 
« According to the rights, privileges, liberties, laws and cuſ- 
* toms of the land of Ireland enjoyed from the time of the 
«© conqueſt of the ſaid land, we are not bound to ſend any per- 
«© ſons from the land of Ireland to the parliament or council 
« of our lord the king in England.” And theſe rights and 
privileges they claim in conſideration ** of the burdens they 
% had borne, and ſtill do bear, xc. - Such were the ideas of 
the ſubjects of Ireland in the reign of Edward III. 
Tus accurate reſearches of Mr. Lopce furniſh us with 
declarations ſtill more explicit. In the 32 year of Henry the 
Sixth, a perliament of Ireland aſſerts that all the liege peo- 
4% ple of Ireland had, and uſed to hold parliaments without 
0 interruption, from the conqueſt of ſaid land by the moſt no- 
* ble king Henry Fitz Empreſs, to the preſent time.” And 
in a certified bill (Pa. Rol. 19 Hen. VI.) it is recited that 


« the land of Ireland is your lordſhip's of olde tyme, annex- 


* ed to your crown; in the which land ye and all your proge- 
& nitors, ſome tyme kings of England and lords of Ireland, 
* of the tyme that none myn renueth, have had courtes, that 
is to ſay, Chancery, Kinge's Bench, and Eſchequer; and 
„other courtes reall, that is to ſay, parliaments and greate 
* counſcilles,” It is alſo remarkable that the firit | ora 
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ſtatutes of the lriſh legiſlature were made in the third year of 
Edward the Second, at a time when Sir John Davis aſferts 
chat the high court of parliament had no exiſtence in Ireland. 

[C] Doubtleſs though the reſt, c.] In the foregoing note 
arguments have been offered to prove that this is a miſtaken 
aſſertion, however peremptorily delivered. And I venture to 
expreſs my ſuſpicion, that this idea of the ſpeaker, that 
«© the wiſdom of the ſtate of England, thought it fit to re- 
de ſerve the power of making laws to the parliaments of 
«© England,” is modern, and not ſuited to the times of which 
he treats. In theſe times we diſcover no traces of any refined 
ſpeculation about dependency, ſubordination, &c. Princes 
and ſtateſmen indolently reſted the right of dominion in Ire. 


land, on the grant of pope Adrian even to the days of the 


Reformation. In conſequence of this perſuaſion, we find 
that Richard the Second, in the indentures of the Iriſh chief- 
tains, made the penalties on the violations of their treaty, 
payable in the Apoſtolical chamber. In the reign of Henry 
the Fifth, the Engliſh of Ireland petitioned the king that the 
pope ſhould be ſolicited to ſupport his grant, by publiſhing a 
cruſade againſt the rebellious Iriſh. In the ſevemh year of 
Edward the Fourth, an Iriſh parliament formally afferts the 
grant of Adrian, and founds the ſeigniory of Ireland on this 


grant. Henry the Seventh addreſſed himſelf to pope Alex- 


ander, requeſting that he would fulminate his cenſures againſt 
the inſurgents of Ireland, as if the holy ſee was equally af- 
fected by their rebellions, as the crown of England. Nor was 
it till the eleventh year of Elizabeth that an [riſh parliament 
learned to derive the right of dominion in Ireland from king 
Gurmonde and king Belin. | 
Nox in theſe early days were the ſubjects of either country 
jealous of the rights of legiſlation. Both in England and Ire- 
Ireland, the attendance on paaliaments was deemed a burden 
The Engliſh were generally too inattentive to the affairs of 
Ireland, to reſerve or aſſume, or claim any power of regulating 
the infant ſettlements. The ſubjects of Ireland had received 
the Engliſh law as their ſtipulated right, and a right repeated- 
ly confirmed to them. They never conceived the tranſmiſſion 
of ſuch ſtatutes, at leaſt, as declared or explained the jaw, 
as an infringement of their right. They ſometimes ſolicited 
them; they received them gladly, they adopted them in their 
councils, they promulged them in their cities, and enrolled 
them in their courts, without ever ſcrutinizing the authority 
by which they were originally enacted in another place. —[ 
preſume not to enter into the diſcuſſion of any critical or ob- 
noxious queſtions in law or politics. I mean but to aſſert that 
ſuch queſtions were not agitated in theſe early periods. 
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APPEN D I X. 


Non is the change wrought by time in the ideas and ſenti- 


ments of a people wholly unworthy of regard. Mr. Prynne 
diſcovered a writ whereby ſeveral lords of Ireland were in the 
eighth year of Edward II. ſummoned to a parliament at Weſt- 
manſter. (See Animad. p. 260.) He was ſcandalized at the 
diſcovery ; he infiſted, that they were ſummoned only as com- 
miſſioners or agents, not as members of parliament: ** becauſe,” 
faith he, the writ doth not contain the addition of veſtrum- 
 & que confilium impenſuri. added to all writs of ſummons to 
4 prelates and temporal lords who are members of parlia- 
4 ment, and to all the king's counſel ſummoned as affiſtants.”” 
But the inſertion of theſe words doth not ſeem to have been 

_ eſtabliſhed at this time, by ancient and uniform ufage, as eſ- 
ſential to a writ of ſummons. In the 23d, in the zoth, in 
the 33d of Edw. I. in the ſecond of Edw. Il. and in the ſe- 
venth year of the ſame reign, we meet with undoubted writs 
of ſummons which have not theſe momentous words. See 


 Dvgdale's Summons to Parliament.) Mr. Prynne doth not 
explain how agents or commiſſioners ſhould be called from 


Treland by the king, to treat and confer not only on the ſtate 
of their own country, but alſo, de aliis negotiis arduis et ur- 

ntibus nos contingentibus, His records might have informed 
him, that in the ſecond year of this very reign, a biſhop-ele& 
of Dublin, received his writ of ſummons to a parliament at 
Weſtminſter, as a biſhop, and with other biſhops. (See Dug- 
dale Summ. to Parl.) The honour which Prynne denies the 
ſubjects of Ireland they were not in theſe days ſolicitous to 

claim. It now appears, that they regarded it not as an honour, 
but a grievance : and it was even eſteemed a hardſhip that a 
lord of England, accidentally reſiding in Ireland, ſhould be 
ſummoned from thence to a parliament of England. Thus it 


appears from a Cloſe Roll, g. Edw. II. that the king omitted 


Roger Mortimer of Wigmore in his firſt writs of ſummons to 
a parliament at Lincoln, becauſe he was in Ireland : but un- 
derſtanding he had come to England, he commanded Morti- 
mer by a ſpecial writ to attend this parliament, provided he 
was not to return to Ireland before its meetiug. (See Prynne's 

[DI ** This latter af is that we call Poynincs? act ; and 
is indeed, &c.) THe object and purpoſe of this famous law, 
and the reaſons for enacting it, may be collected with ſufficient 
eaſe from the hiſtory of Iriſh affairs, particularly in the 
— y Henry VI. Edward IV. and the firſt years of Hen- 
ha IT hath already appeared, that the ordinance of the reign 
of Edward II. for holding annual parliaments in Ireland, 
conferred no new right, but only directed that theſe aſſemblies 
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. 
hitherto convened occaſionally, ſhould for the future be held 


every year: but at the ſame time, to prevent the inconveni- 
ences apprehended from too frequent meeting+, that they 
ſhould be heid in every year, once. That the expreſſion is 
to be underſtood in this reſtricti ve ſenſe appears from the pre- 


amble of an Iriſh act, 29 Hen. VI. which declares, that 


e the cuſtom of Ireland is, and hath been time out of memny, 


ce that no lieutenant, deputy, juſtice, or other governor, 


« ſhall appoint, ſupport, or hold anv parliament more than 
„% once a year.” This preamble ſhews that the appointment 
of th: ſe parliaments was from time immemorial, by the chief 
governor : nor can we cantrove:t the recital of another Iriſh 
act, 11 Eliz. That before the ſtatute of Poynings 16:1 ty 
was viver to the governors tu call parizaments at their p:caſure. 
Whether this was an incautious deviation from ancient uſage, 
or whether the liberty was originally entruſted to the diſcretion 
of governors, ſeems not neceſſary ta determine. It was ex- 
erciied in the reigu of Edward I. frequently in the reigns of 


Henry the Sixth, and Edward the Fourth, and bills were 


paſſed or rejected by aſſaut or diſſent of lords deputies, deli- 
vered in the royal ſtyle, without any previous communication 
with the king. . 

Tut inconveniencies of this uſage were ſeverely felt by the 
Iriſh ſubjects. In the firſt place, chief governors ſpurned at 
the reſtriction of convening only one parliament in a year, 
and when the purpoſes of their faction were to be ſerved, they 
ſummoned ſeveral parliaments from the diftri to which thieir 
power was confined, at the interval of a few months. Such 
frequent attendances were intolerable to thoſe, who were ſure 
to have their lands ravaged by the Irith enemy, during their 
abſcace in the capital, or reũdence of the deputy. The an- 
cient uſage was therefore neceſſarily revived by a flatute 34 
Henry VI. which declared, that if need required that of 

*« neceflity one parliament or great council ſhall be had be- 
fore the governor of the land for the time being, that for 
the future there ſhall be ſummoned but one parliament or 
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nor for the time being, ſhould cauſe the king's writs to 
iſſue, to have one other parliament or great council within 
the ſaid year, that then it ſhall be lawful for thoſe who are 
ſummoned to abſent themſelves, and not tocome to the ſaid 
parliament or council ſo ſummoned, without incurring any 
% damage or lots : and that any thing done in ſuch parlia- 
ment or great council ſhall be void and held of no effect, 
© by authority of this parliament.” 

Bur as this was only a temporary ordinance, to continue 
for three years, the abuſe was ſpcedily revived : and a new and 
grievous inconvenience was experienced from frequent parlia- 
ments. 
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great council within ox E year; and if the chief gover- 
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ments. They oppreſſed the ſubjects by taxes repeatedly im 
poſed, and ſubſidies exacted at the pleaſure of rapacious go- 
vernors. The ſubjects ſought redreſs from the throne ; and 
in the nineteenth year of Edward IV. the king directed, 
« that in no parliament to be holden hereafter there ſhall no 
© ſubſidy be aſſced, ne granted in the ſame upon the commons, 
4 ne levied but one in 2 yere, whiche ſhall not exceede the 
«© extent of ſeven hundred mark, as hath been accuſtomed.” 
I'nEsE royal inſtructions were flightly regarded by factious 
lords ; nor were ſtatutes made by — deputies conſidered 
as of the leaſt validity, when ſome rival ſucceeded to the go- 
vernment. What had been enacted in one parliament, was 
reſcinded in another: and in both, the partiality, the jealou- 
ſy, the revenge of a ruling faction dictated the law. Such, 
particularly, was the ſtate of Iriſh legiſlation during the con- 
teſts of Vorkiſts and Lancaſtrians: till at length, different 
aſſemblies convened at the tame time, and each aſſuming the 
authority of a conſtitutional parliament, diſtracted the ſub- 
jects by their different ſtatutes, and forced them for relief 
and direction to the throne, their uſual refuge from the vio- 
lences of their great lords. (Vide vol. II. p. 68.) To com- 
lete their grievances, an Iriſh parliament was in the reign of 
— the Seventh, convened by the authority, and in the 
name of a mean pretender to the throne, enacted its ſtatutes 
to maintain his intereſt, and thundered its vengeance againſt 
his oppoſers (vol. II. p. 83.) The ſuppreſſion of this adven- 
turer produced new laws for mortifying and puniſhing his ad- 
herents. Theſe enflamed their reſentments, and provoked 
their oppoſition ; and rival aſſemblies again made it doubtful 
in whoſe hands the legiſlative power was rightfully depoſited. 
Tut adminiſtration of Sir Edward Poynings was intended 
and calculated for reforming abuſes, and connecting the Iriſh 
ſubjects more cloſely with the crown, from which they had 
indeed been detached and eſtranged. This governor found 
them till ſmarting with the evils of many years of action and 
contuſion. He found them juſt reconciled to the reigning 
prince, and eager to atone for their late revolt. He had ad- 
dreſs to improve theſe diſpoſitions : and in the ſudden vio- 
lence of real or affected loyalty they haſtily embraced the firſt 
device that was ſuggeſted, to prevent the vexations they them- 
| ſelves had experienced, and to ſecure the intereſts of the crown 
from any future competition in Ireland. An Iriſh houſe of 
commons requeſted, and at their requeſt it was enacted, that 
from a certain time, no parliament be holden hereafter in 
«* the land of Ireland, but at ſuch ſeaſon as the king's lieu- 
4 tenant and council there firſt do certify the king, under the 
10% great ſeal of that land, che cauſes and conſiderations, me 
66 
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ce all ſuch acts as them ſeemeth ſhould paſs in the ſame par- 
&« laments, and ſuch cauſes, conſideration, and acts affirmed 
& by the king and his council to be good and expedient for 
e that land, and his licence thereupon, as well in affirmation 
& of the ſaid cauſes and acts as toſummon the ſaia parliament, 
Wunder his great ſeal of England had and obtained: that 
done a parliament to be had and holden, after the form and 
effect afore rehearſed.” (Vide Poynings' Statute at large, 
vol. II. p. 108. ; | | 

In conſequence of this ſtatute the parliamentary buſineſs 
of Ireland was conducted in a manner, of which the people 
entertained no jealouſy : for by ſecuring the authority of the 
crown, it circumſcribed the power of the Iriſh chief governor, 
which experience had taught them to regard as dangerous. 
The privy council called the lords and gentry of the Pale into 
conſultation whenever a parliament was to be convened. They 
agreed on the laws proper to be enacted : theſe were drawn up 


in form, communicated to the king, and by him tranſmitted 


under the great ſeal, to be laid before the parliament, and 
there debated, accepted, or rejected. The ſhare which the 


lords and gentry of the Pale took in propounding and prepar- 


ing theſe laws in conjunction with the council, was by cuſtom 
eſtabliſhed into a kind of right. 
nied them, in the year 1612, they clamoured loudly againſt 
the dangerous innovation. (Vide vol. II. p. 457.) 

Bur this ſtatute of Poynings was not ſo explicit as ta pre- 
vent ail controverſy about irs real import and purpoſe. Di- 
« verſe and ſundry ambiguities and doubts,” we are aſſured, 
aroſe on its true meaning. (Vide Explain. Stat. 3 & 4 Ph. & 
Ma.) They who were moſt tenacious of the rights of le- 

iſlation, found ſome reaſon to aſſert, that this ſtatute, in ef- 
ect, preſcribed nothing more than the conditions previouſly 
neceſſary to the aſſembling an Iriſh parliament. 
feſſed that no parliament was to be holden, until the certifi- 
cations and tranſmiſſions preſcribed by the law of Poynings 


were firſt made: but as the law contained no expreſs proviſion 


that the parliament thus aſſembled ſhould treat onLY of the 
acts tranſmitted, and NONE OTHExs, they inferred, that a 
parliament once ſummoned by royal licence, was {till at liber- 
ty to treat not only of che articles ſubmitted to them by the 


crown, but of any other points which they ſhould judge ne- 


ceſſary for the common weal. ; 

Trey who affected greateſt zeal for government contend- 
ed on the other hand, that the intention of this law was no- 
thing leſs than to confine the Irith legiſlature to thoſe points, 
which ſhould be tranſmitted fromthe throne previous to their 
aſſembly. 
OTuurs 


At leaſt when it was firſt de- 


They con- 
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OTxrnrs again aſſerted, that the object of Poynings' law 
was not only to limit the power of a chief governor, in 
ſummoning parliaments at his pleaſure, but to prevent his 
procuring or aſſenting to any laws, of which the crown had 
not been previouſly informed, and which it had not judged 
expedient to be eſtabliſhed. They allowed the right and ne- 
ceſſity of making new proviſions for the realm, ſubſequent to 
the meeting of parliament, but theſe, they contended, ſhould 
be firſt certified to the king, in order to anſwer the full pur- 
poſe of Sir Edward Poynings' ſtatute. | 

AnD in the interval between the 1oth of Hen. VII. and the 


3d of Philip and Mary, we find the uſage of Iriſh parlia- 


ments conforming at different times to each of theſe different 
interpretations, Sometimes the legiſlature inſtead of con- 
fining themfelves to enacting or rejecting the laws tranſmitted 


for deliberation, took the liberty of modelling them accord- 
ing to their own notions of expediency : a liberty countenan- 


ced and allowed by the crown; for bills were tranſmitted 
(1 ſpeak from the authority cf Mr. Lodge) with blanks rela- 
tive to times, places, and numbers. Sometimes indeed they 


_ exerciſed this liberty with caution and deference. Thus a 


ſubſidy bill, 24 Hen. VII. had been framed with ſo little at- 
tention to any form preſeribed, that the parliament deemed it 
neceſſary to ſubjoin a proviftion, that the king ſhould at his 
pleaſure revoke or reform it, if he d'ſliked the whole or any 

art. Additions were alſo f::quently inſerted in tranſmitted 
Pills without controul. Thus to mention no other inſtances, 


the proviſo to the act 28 Hen. VIII. for ſuſpenſion of Poyn- 


ings law, was added by the parliament without previous li- 
cence. | 

Bur, not contented with the addition of particular clauſes, 
parliaments once convened, aſſumed the power of framing 
and paſling bills never tranſmitted. Here indeed we find the 
crown ſometimes interpofing, objecting to ſuch bills as out of 
courſe, and dĩrecting that they ſhould be revoked. (Dorf. 


Kot. Canc. 32 Hen. VIII.) 


In the MS. entitled the Red- Book of the Earl of Kildare, 
(communicated to me by the condeſcenſion of his grace the 
duke of Leinſter) I have ſeen a commiſſion, 7 Hen. VII. to 
Gerald earl of Kildaie to hold a parliament; with the bills 
to be paſſed regularly and formally drawn up, and beginning 
in the uſual ſtyle, PRayexs THE Commons, &c. The com- 
miſſion dire&s that the parliament ſhould treat on the bills 
tranſmited and none others, *©* ſuper ſubſequentibus articulis 
« ET MON ALLIS ;—Juxta formam commiſſiam, ET NON 
« ALIT ER.“ By ſuch reſtrictions it ſeems plainly intimated, 
that the parliament might otherwiſe not confine themſelves to 
the bills tranſmitted. Nor do we find ſuch reſtrictions al- 

ways 
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ways enforced with the ſame rigour; for we have the king's 
commiſſion to Sir Anthony Saint Leger (32 Hen. VIII.) to 
ſummon a parliament for treating on certain articles and pro- 
viſions now tranſmitted, and on ſuch others, as ſhall be here- 
after ſent, wien, and as often as during the ſeſſion of ſaid 
parliament, it ſha'l ſeem expedient to the crown. (Rym. 
tom. XIV. p. 715.) | 

Sven were the variations in the uſage of Iriſh parliaments, 
which produced the act of 3d and 4th Philip and Mary, 
« declaring how Poynings' acte ſhall be ex poned and taken.“ 
(Vol. II. p. 218. Iriſh Stat. v. l. I 246.) It declared the chief 
governor and council em powered, during the ſeſſion of every 


parliament, to certify ſuch other cauſes, confiderations, &c. 


as they think expedient; which have already been the practice 
in ſome inſtances. But it is declared alſo, that no other acts 
but thoſe tranſmitted, either before or during the ſeſſion, 
could be enacted by the parliament, thus expreſsly denying 
them the liberty they had ſometimes aſſumed, and confining 
them within itricter bounds than they had hitherto uniformly 
obſerved. 
IT appears extraordinary, that this explanatory law ſhould 
be entirely overlooked ſo early as the eleventh year of Eliza- 
beth; and that the act of Poynings' ſhould be interpreted in 
the moſt rigorous ſenſe, as precluding the Iriſh parliament from 
eſtabliſhing any prov-fions, but thoſe which had been certified 
and tranſmitted previous to their aſſembling. Yet this we find 
to be the caſe from the recital of a ſtatute made in this year. 
(Iriſh Stat. Vol. I. p. 321.) It is ſcarcely credible that Sidney 
and his council could be ignorant of the explanatory law: but 
it is not impoſſible. that they might have deſignedly overlooked 
it, in order to ſtate the neceſſity of ſuſpending Poynings' law 
to the queen in the ſtrongeſt light. But however this may be, 
we have ſeen in the reign of Elizabeth that government re- 
ly contended for an occaſional ſuſpenſion of this famous 
w; that the people were alarmed at ſuch attempts; that 
they dreaded the power of a chief governor, ſupported by a 
ſmall parliament compoſed chiefly of his own cre:tures; and 
that they conſidered a ftrit adherence to the ſtatute of Poyn- 
ings as the great ſecurity of the ſubject. As the buſineſs of 
_ Triſh legiflation more important, and the parliaments 
more reſpectable pt encreaſing numbers of the commons, 
men's ideas changed gradually. Lord Strafford recommends 
to his maſter, that the previous allowance of laws to be pro- 
pounded in the parliament of Ireland, ſhould “ be held as a 
«« ſacred prerogative, not to be departed from, in no piece to 
© be broken or infringed.” (See Strafford's Let. Jan. 22, 
1633.) We ſhall find him ſeverely rebuking the principal 
lords of Ireland, when agreeably to ancient uſage, they re 


| 1 
1 
3 

» TH | 


1 3 os —— 2 Dr — — „ 
. - * 2 
— : 2 


* — - * * 
- - — —— — a—_ _— 2 — BY —_— — — — - - « e * 
- . * — 1 — — — * a _ 22 — — — 7 - _- : = —— - 
. on » o * — 2 — — , = n o . . — — 
— . = ” — — 2 
e »” . Y _—__— 5 2 2 _ _ 922 — * 4 * * 0 = = = = wv — — — — 
An „ b _ — > mg t — 2 — — : 
9 — * — * . ” \ 7 - * —— = ++ — 2 - = * —— = — — - — —# — 
- * — Ps + W — — = — — — : * 8 1 —— " . m © = — 2 = 
9 8 * "I" w = % - % * ww = = " " >< 22 — 8 * N 
— = . — 1 4 — — + - ” 3 — on * 
19 . 4 \ #4 : SD 5 2. M4 S 
— 4 # + : ** 0 
- » a; 4 * 4 — 4 
4 3 # ”. . n Y — 


- — 2 — Py _-— 
8 — * . 2 1 
. 14 —— 9tfy 
1 * 
a © # 


. 
ye <4 
4 = 


a FF EN DI 19 
rr nded in 

- his parliament. But if he was imperions, the ſubjects of Ire- 
land were more conſiderable than heretofore, and more jealous 
of the power of the crown. In the reign of James, the com- 
mons occaſionally claimed the right of being at leaſt © remem- 
« brancers to the council of ſuch laws as were fit to be pro- 
pounded. (See Iriſh Com. Jour. Vol. I. p. 47.) After the 
fall of Strafford, they proceeded yet farther. They claimed 
and eftabliſhed the right of preparing what are called Hz avs 

oy B1LLs in their own vas! and preſenting them to the 
vernor and council for tranſmiſſion. Thus we ſee the preſent 
progreſs of an Iriſh law. Heads of a bill are framed in ei- 
ther houſe of parliament, preſented to the chief governor and 
2 N into a _ and returned from England under 
great ſeal ; propounded in parliament, paſſed by the hou- 
ſes, and eſtabliſhed by the royal aſſent, pronounced by the 


chief governor. 
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